1BO0K_ FARMING”
WILL BE TESTED
D. A. Goplin will Co-operate with

Northern Pacific on Ex-
perimental Plot.

K. L. Cuff, of the Northern Paci-
fic agricultural extension depart-
ment, has been in Binford confer-
ring with D. A. Goplin, in regards
to the experimental plot which he
will operate this summer, under the
instruction of the Northern Pacific.

The railroad company, through its
agricultural extension department,

s been carrying on careful demon-
stration work along the line of soil
fertility, cultivation and seed selec-
tion during the season of 1913, and
their work seems to give evidence
that plant food and proper cultiva-
tion of the soil are most potent fac-
tors and are worthy of serious con-
gideration of every land owner who |l
ie looking for greater and more pro-| 7
fitabie crops. |

Mr. Goplin has consented to set
aside five acres of his land for this |
prperiment and the plot will be di-
vided into five equal parts and all|
sowed to barley. The plot was plow- !
ed last fall and all except one acre
will be diseed, harrowed and packed
this spring before planting. The
t:s( acre will be operated with or-|!
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dinary cultivation. The second will
given extra cultivation but no|
fertilizer. The third will be treated |
with 600 pounds of acid phosph
The fourth with the same qumuly
f acid phosphate and in addition
ight loads of manure; and the fifth
with eight loads of manure but no
phosphate.  The object of this is to
ascertain if cultivation will produce
@ better crop, and if fertilizing is
profitable and also what fertilizers
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The purposes of the work is to de-
termine to what extent crop yields
can be inereased by the use of good
seed, and through the practise of a
more thorough and opportune culti- |
| vation, to ascertain if any of the ele-
| ments of fertility are lacking in the'
| soils of these districts, and if so.
,cuuld any of these elements be pro-|
| fitably applied in commercial fnrm
(and ultimately, to establish a plan |
| for the conservation and economic
. | utilization of plam food in crop pro-i
-  duction. 3
v Inreturn for farming the plot in |
f

strict accordance with the directions | }

- | given by the Agricultural Extension

| department of the railway company, |’
.« the farmer receives free seed, analy- |
| sis of his soil, the benefits of a fer- |’

tilizer, the crop raised, and an‘;

- average cash payment of $1.50 an|
‘acre. Co-operation with the farm-
|ers has been all that could be ex-|
| pected, and community interest has |
| been a matter of deep satisfaction.
The introduction of alfalfa, the ac-
| climatization and successful growing
| of corn, the selling of grainin the
| form of iivestock, when possible; the
! generally remunerative practices of
| better cultivation and seed selection;
| the maintainance of soil fertility by |
‘Mng leguminoug crops, and by
lpplyingthe mineral elements, main- |
ly phosphorus. in the most profitable
form where found deficient; the con-
servation of fertility by ceasing the
| common practice of burning straw-
"stleh; these are the basic principles!
underlying progressive, profitable |
agricultural development of thesey
| districts. I
| The experiment on Mr. Goplin's|
| farm will be watched witha great
| deal of interest by our farmers, and,
unquestionably, will result in show-
ing some the error of their system.




