INERESTING NEWS
FRON: cAﬁvonmA

o ot Writes The Times an
Account of Their Trip —
On Way Home.

Nonte, Cal.,
Jan. 15, 1918,
Dear Friends:-

Since we last wrote ‘you we have
traveled 1950 miles from American
Falls, [daho, to Los Angeles, Califor-

sia, throvgh some a8 pretty scenery
snaico ld imagine, Someo” this
we jassed through in the night but
s w: will return as far as Portland
ver 1e same route, will time our
et~ soas to go over theline in:
jayl ‘ht that we passed through
con g down in dark.

We had intended to take inland
route from here to Portland through
Sae'zmento but have learned that a
gre. leal of this route runs through
the cvsert so desided to return via

coas line.

We left American Falls in the eve-
ning 23 the line from there to Hunt~
ington lies through a sagebrush plain
wkich is not at all interesting.

There was very little of interest
until - fter we reached the Columbia
river at Umatilla, ‘Oregon.  From

. that city to Portland we followed the
(olumbia river a distance of 190
miles. About 50 miles of this with
the beautiful Cascade mountains on

# the other side of the track, rising a

sheer precipice several bundred feet
thove us, their fir clad summits
‘thove the clouds and fheir numerous
walerfalls bounding and leaping
among the rocks and trees making a
& scene both pleasing and pictur-

s ésque,

Across the river we saw on the
Waskington side, the Jine of “Nogh
Bank”, or Spokane :
Seattle Raflway stretch
silver ribbons luonz'tho-llﬂh and
disaprearing into the numerous tun-
nels. From the car window at one
liie we counted ths of five
tunnels,

When we read':ed Portland we
found the city of rosesin the em-
brace of King Frost. Her streets
are narrow, . Riding in street cars
the posters and ads in show windows
appear only two or three feet from
jour eyes, Yes our first impression
?f Portland was anything but pleas-
ing, and as the weather was so cold
and creary were unable togetaround
very much and saw nothing to dis-
pel our first impressions.

Frem Portland we came south to
Caklard, only stopping a day af Eu-
gepe, Oregon.  There was snow all
the way except along the Columbia
niver until we got to within 200 miles
. ofSen Francisco,

Some of the things worth mention-
ing on our way down the doast was

the Sierra Nevada mountains which
ire 80 steep as to require three great
€gines ‘to haul the trains up her
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Iudel and we wound around her peaks

with the track sometimes in sight

many feet above us and again, look-

ing dbwn on the other side of the

could see the tracks several

hundred fee'. below us which we had
passed over.

Mount Shasia too was visible only
to timber line, her summit being
shrouded by mist. Sisson, the little
hamlet at the foot of Mt. Shasta,
where tourists start to climb the
mountain, is twelve miles from its
summit. Little Shasta, or Black
Butte, is also an extinet voleano and
its crater was plainly discernable
from the train. Shasta Springs, the
beautiful, we reached after dark but
that did not hinder us from getting
a little pail of its health giving min-
eral water which we all tasted. Mrs.
W. face has hardly straightened out
yet and Harwell remarked *‘It would
kill a cow.” We much prefer Bin-
ford water,

From here we could see no more
until we reached the ferry across the
Sac river to Port Astor, a
few miled from Oakland. Thisferry
is the largest in the world. There
are six railroad tracks on this ferry
and our long train was taken across
in three sections.

We reached Oakland at 8 a. m., in
a rain and remained two days, but
were unable to get around any on
account gf cold and wet. It snowed
about 8 hours the second morning
which melted at once in the valley,
but Berkley Hills werc still white
when we left for the south.

Leaving Oakland at 7a.m., we
reached San Luis Obispo at 6:80 p.
m. and remained until midnight but
this is the poorest lighted city I ever
saw for & city of its size, so we did
not try to see anything there. We
reached Los Angeles at 9 a. m. Sat-
urday and came to El Monte at once
and have putin our time visiting
Rueben Knapp and fiamily since,

we saw a whale that had been killed
the day before just outside the har-
bor. It wasa small one, they say,
measuring 36 feet in length and was
considerable higher than my head,
and weighed about 25 tons.

Yesterday we drove about 25m
visiting Monrovia and Pasadena
drove through miles of walnut
orange groves. We certainly enjoy-
ed this drive. We also had the pleas-
ure of eating onnsu
trees in our cousin’| orchnd at Mon-
rovia,

We start on our/re Mow
evening. - Will visit an'v d friénd at
Los Angelés over night and’’ mn
from there Friday morning.

As ever,
W. E. West.

For Sale or Trade—Model 41, five
passenger Rambler touring car, in
good running order, with good tires.
Model F, five passenger Buick tour-
ing car. Has been overhauled, re-
painted and fixed up in good shape.
—Binford Auto Garage.
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