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Oceupied first by Hudson Bay Com- | whieh erosses -the rt i the northwest; adapted to i latitudes lenghtens the growing sea-|cently clover and alfalfa are being | of which is ranked by the .,
pany :!r':.dm and trappers, it was| the county east and the: southern | cereals, flax, vegetables, small fruits |son that much. Seeding is general-|grown successfully.  Corn, also, is ﬂmm.:,n‘" -t::dtzfg:q f@f_

not until General Sibley crossed the
county in pursuit of the Sioux In-
dians that anything definite was
known concerning this region. The
first permanent settler did not arrive
until 1879, but he was so closely fol-
lowed by others and in such numbers
that the county was organized on its
present bounderies in November,
1882, seven years before admis-
sion of the state into the urion, The
first settlers were nearly all home-
steaders on government land, they
and others later buying from the
railroads the government land allot-
ted to them by Congress and at a
still later period buying from the
state the two sections in each town-
ship reserved for the public school
fund. As the government land be-
came scarcer up to the present time
when there is none, the price has ad-
vanced from 50 cents to from $30 to
$556 per acre. ’

In 1883 what is known as, the Coo-
perstown Branch of the Northern
Pacific was built as far as Coopers-
town, and in 1898 this was éxtended
northwestward across the county.
This road with the Great Northern

part of the county in a northwest-|and forage crops; clay subsoil.” Well
erly direction and the Soo which is ot

for Griggs county products. ‘The|year, which was an unusuvally dry
Midland, a Winnipeg to Gulf pro-|year here as elsewhere, those of the
ject, has a survey across the county | farmers who worked thejr land pro-
with the grade completed as far as| perly had very fair erops and, selling
Wimbledon. |them at dry year ‘prices, received
Griggs County is situated on the |good returns for their investment.
western slope of the Red ‘River Val-| It has been said only too traly that
ley. It is composed of 20 townships|an eastern farmer would live on
with a land surface of 455,127 acres | what a Dakota Farmer wastes. This
and 2,403 of water. The surface wastefulness has been caused by the
ranges from level to gently rolling|very fertility of the soil which gives
dotted through the northern part|such good returns from even slip-
with little lakes surrounded in most|shod methods. 3
cases by native timber. Itslopes to-! Dakota winters seem to be ranked
ward the east, the whole county be-| by eastern people as in the Alaska

ing well drained by the Sheyenue|class, while as a matter of fact they

River which flows through the east-{do not approach that season of the
ern tier of townships and empties in- | year in Chicago or New York in dis-
to the Red River near Fargo. agreeable features. The altitude is

The State Agricultural and Geo-|higher and atmosphere so much dry-
logical Survey describes the soil as|er than at zero in New York or Chi-

follows: “Silt loam predominating, | eago:.
accompanied by loam, -sandy Joam
and clay loam; dark brown in color,
rich ia arganic matter; retains mois-
ture well; one of the most valuable

The climate is healthful and invig-
orating both summer and. winter.
The days of the summer being much
longer than those in more southern

ly done in April, some farmers seed-
ing as early as March and from then
on to the last of May, depending on
the season and crop sown. The av-
erage hourly velocity of the wind
hereis less thanat Boston, New
York, Buffalo, Rochester, Philadel-
phia, Toledo, Alpena, Mich., Chicago
or St. Louis. :

Twelve years past the average
temperature has been: o

In Crome s ... iol, asisasi 45.9
Houghton, Mich. ....... .... 40.

Dubuque, Jowa........... .. 47.2
Bismarck, N. D.............. 40.1

large extent, the staple ¢rop, but
flax, barley, rye, oats, and of late
years, spelz and durum wheat bave
been increasingly grown. Wheat
has ranged from 10 to 40 bushels per
acre; flax has ranged from 10 to 25
bushels per acre; barley has ranged
from 20 to 45 bushels per acre; du-
rum wheat has ranged from 12 to 40
bushels per acre; oats has ranged
from 30 to 75 bushels per acre.

The native prairie grass has al-
ways been largely used, but brome
grass, millet, timothy and more re-

currants, gooseberries and straw-
berries have done well; strawberries
two and one-half inches in diameter
and 2,000 quarts in one season from
less than an acre of ground. Vege-
tables of all kinds are grown sucess-
fully,

its people are cosmopolitan in their
origin though the Scandinavian,
Yankee, German and Irish form the
largest part of - the population.
Nearly all of the states’ to the south
and east are represented, Michigan,
Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota and
:;: probnh_ly_ ranking first in num-

Educational conditions are: of the
best, the twenty -townships having
ingll seventy schools in three-fourths
of which school was taught over sey-
en months during the past year.

There are four gnded’-cbooln, one

state offers the best of advantageg
for advanced study in all lines, these
various institutions being eusy o
access to Griggs county students
alllying within a radius of 100 miles

Griggs

county,
The total value of church proper.
ty in county is $80,000. The coure.

itself is well supplied, as there 5
hardly a township in which there is
not at least one country church, }
sides the congregations that
school houses, Nearly all the de.
nominations of the Christian ci, areh-
€8 are represented.

for September 2, 1915;

the State Board of Equalization f,,
1915, including real estate, personal
property, and railroads is estimated
at $6,000,000.

In addition the

There are 20 charches i

The ten banks in the county show

Total capital. ... . .
Total surplus...... . ..
Total deposits, ... . . $1.200 (x0x0)
Valuation of the county as left by

2200,000

. 108,000

Rural free delivery routes within

county i)




