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Now. friend Slocum, lnm not gifted
by nature with those qualifications  nee:
essary to the profitable and successful
wooing of the pentle muee; however,
asking your pn‘luuw and that of your
readers, 1 will brifly chropicle somo of
the suid mpmsumu and oxperiences,
You will remember that it was wy plan
on léaving  Wisconsin to 'surprice my

N. Wood, who s located . at
Valley City by appearing in that city on
Thunkegiving day, to enjoy a week's visit
with him before’ ussuming wy dullu
buro My plnu tell !hrvuglz for
firat person whom I met on entering uu
lol)hiuf the Nicollet lm!uL Mlnnelpuhl,
was Lynn Wood and John Paris, a for-
mer Waultan boy, now located at l"rniﬂe
DuChien, Wisconsin, We went on to
Valley City khg‘unxt day arriviog  there
on the 25th of November the day of the
great blizzard.

Tho English language is far too frail
to express my feelings, as, Jooking out of
my wingow the following morning, I
took o mental survey of the sesne beforo
me. Imagine a howling wibd blowing
at the rate of —miles (I rolrain fmm
making an attempt at estimating fl
speed) an hour, the air filled with vlhlrl-
ing, blinding snow, and the mercury 35

roes below. All day long and tho
next night it raged, and on the day fol-
lowing, whon we wers able to Jook out
lznm from our retreat, the sight which
my gazo was not calculated to in-
rire one with the most -enthusiastic
l eas regarding North Dakota.
The streets of thecity wnru blockaded;

through drifts piled mnunmn high in
rform in a measure the
i (. The buildingslooked
indecd like “tall nn(l shented ghosts’” as
Whitter described it, coye with fine
snow driven into overy nook and crevice
of them. Ve managed to got down town
d learn some of tho late reports re
garding the damage done by the storni.
A train with passengers was ro-
ported snswod inat & cat aboot two
miles from the city, and m:cnmpnnlug u
relief erow, currying food and fuel,
went aut £ the secns of thair lmpruun-
ment, The caboose and part of the pas-
nenger coaches were dlone visible, the
larger portion af the train beiog eom-
E‘k[dy coverod in the iwmenso drift,;
o passengers after being well supplicd
with food und fuel, concluded to mnke
the best of it. nvluouuy. and seemed to
rather enjoy their novel predicament.
| Several of the male passongers walked
| in to the city with us on our return pre-
' ferring a room in the hotel tothe cramp-
ed quarters of the imprisoned coaches,
'hole car loads of stock were reported
frozen to death in belated frieght cars
| along the route of the N. . _Telograph
| wirea were down, and direct communica-
| tion with the outer world cut off com-
| pletely. ‘The immense rotary suow plow
| used in the west waro bm\ui’ t into ser-
vice and erows of moa were busy shovel-

ing for vearly a weels bofors wo were
again connectod with the outer world.

"This was my first exporienco in Nulti\
Dakota and you will not wonder when I
wrote that my thoughts assumed a eom-
ber and gloomy huo somewhat, when [
Ihuugh& u( the dear old stato of Wiscon-
ith its wild wintor, its genial fire-
Siba its Julkos begutiful groves and
meadows. Vhroughout all I was cheor-

od by the consoling information suggest-
| ed by my friends that it is beautiful
| fere in the summerctime.”  How very
gratilying 1o ove nursing -« Trost-bitton
ear, and gazing on the scene I buve |
pletur

But to aesume s more plr-mwnt nnd

cheerful thread of my narrative, lot me |
y that in maoy respegts North Dakota
i lln! or of our u:;?un states, and
that this storm I have just dmnhrd
ia far from an overyday om!urmnw‘ m
Tact, the most sovere and damagi
any the stato has over ux;puneuw\l 'Um
.class of people cceupying tho larger
farms arc many of them eastorn  people,
[ull of energy and vim and prospering as
& few who are ongaged in simijur pur-
lm.l east,

Tho wheat crop has been excellent
and prices very good. It is estimated
(i.\n ﬁrgtst track of land will b cultivat-

is coming spring that has ever been
culhvalad in the history of the Dakotus.
I Jook araund me for the waut and suf-
fering 80 often described in our homeo
pers and I find none. I notice overy
;:lmer comfortably housed, fuel und food
in abundanes, comfortable "buildings for
his stock and a general air of thrift and
prosperity pervading theconntry wholly
unexpoct tod b by mo. I will venture tu say
et 1a 0o place in this or any country
will one meet with moro genial hospital-
ity, more comfort and happiness than i
thuw western homes. The towns sur-
unding arc also busy hustling burgs,
|'01d of that pletheric lethargy so charac-
teristicof many places.

Hope, a village- of. some 500_inhabi-
tants supports a batk, several churches,
opera house, atiog rink, ad estaur:
ants and stores in aburdance.

store seven clerks are employed and lmpl
busy, and the assortments of goods are
equal in variety to thosa" of eatablish-
munb racing cities of soveral thousand
n tho east. Thors are four III;SO
eluvnwm in luu place, and their records
is frequently six and seven thousand
l;(wluln ul th.u! bandled by each in one
ly in the fall ¢f the year.
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In conclusmu - lot my say that 1 am
happily disappointed in North Dakota,
and while loyal to wy owo state, am con-
fident that tho day iy cowing when this|
country will rank among.  tho. first
ulth and opulence of thoss MmprUu,{
and old Uniaa of oura. 1 oncloks |
vnu he subscription price to the Herald
for 7. It comés as a ray of sunshine to |
one removéd from bome fies, and .jts
pages aro read with interest. * Wishing
you the oomphmnn(n of the season, I am,
Bincerely youu.
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