SOUTHERN CAL[FORNIA

POSTMASTER H. PHF‘() NELSON
WRITES A VERY INTERESTING
LETTER FROM SAN DIEGO;
CAL., TO MR. E.

F. H DRN

Postmaste? Nelson has written mvn-rv
interesting letter ta Mr. Horon, part of
which we are permitted to publish
ferewith.  Mr. and Mrs. Nelson are
evidently enjoying their sojourn in
that beautiful climate and their many
friends here will be pleased to hear

| that they are both improved in heulth.

An extract from the levter follows:
Christmas is now past and T must say
it wasa very pleasant one as far as we
were concerned.  Upon invitation from
Mr. and  Mrs. . Wade, formgr
Stutsman eounty people, Me. Gafln
Mrs. Nelson and I wok Christmas dir
neav their house, and a delightf
time we had. Besides a splendid din-
ner, the table was a bower of roses,
smilax, lillies, geraninms and holly, all
except the holly, which ws wild on
the hills: having been ked in their
own garden on Christmas  morning
Still the thonghts of us all were
nearly all of North Dakets. and the
thought wus geneval that it would have
seemed more like Christinas, had there
been a little snow on the ground ‘and
frost in the air. Thetemperature here
at the present is gene
degrees. This morning we
shower, the first in

had o rood
three  weeks.
\

cerything is growing rapidly and it
ns more like June than Christmas
e, >

I'ne people from: North Dakota that

ave liere at present, that we have met,
ave, Mvs. Hotehkiss, Wade, 3. K. Me
Ginnis,  Harl Downs, FMmSLEONY,

Kneebone with families: also Enoch
Russell and Gaflney, all of Jamestown,
except Harey Downs and family.  Mr
and Mrs. J. U. LaPollett of Chuta
Vista, twelve miles from Ler in
San Diego on urday for the first
we came here.  We had a
pleasunt visit witn them One el the
first questions they asked was about
Mr. Horn's folks.  They are very much
intevested in the affaivs around Courte-
nay.  Mr. La Follett, who was an “in-
valid at the time they left Dakota
something over two years ago, is hale
and  hearty, und S Len
younger than he did when he used to
vome to trade gt Courtenay. He
now oue of the best lemon and orange
orchurds in this vicinity, nud
well, as he says, “fur better thau |
expected.” ¢ =

On New Yeu day all the people in
San Diego from North and South Da-

were

time since

Toc

Ve

is au

around 60 |

gman benefit to both Mrs. Nelson md

yeell. Sheis aorugged and fleshy
! now that.you would not think her o be
i the same person she was a ’urm
1 bave gained fully ten pounds and
have an appetite that would surprise
even 4 mwan {rom Nnrth Dakota.. 1
liave not had use for an overcoat since |
‘Kour arrival in San Diego.  Aslaras
\mnuaememm here are all kinds, and
(very chesp. Thaye had seats in the
| dress cirdle of the theatre here, which
is fully as tine as the opera house at
Jumestowr, and seen such plays as,
“Monte Christo,” “*California,” “Car-

men,"” *“Niobe,” ete., for 10 cents.
{ Grand operas played by the Lambardi
|Grund  Opers - company rendered

“Faust’ and others at 50c v $1.00 ad-
mixsion. The general charges are 10,
20-und 30 cents. For New Year's gve
we are invited to attend & complimen-
tary ball given by uhe National Guard
and Naval Militia of Californis. T ls
to be g military affair and the officers
of the Regulur army stationed at Fort
Rosencrantz, and the personnel of the
fleet incinding the new battleship
South Dakota now on the wuay from
Sunta Barbara to Sun Diego, are ex-
pected o be present.  The ball is 10
be w dedieation of the new armory
which is just now being completed.
This is eertainly a city of retired
people. The retired millionwires are
just as plentiful und just as common as
retired farmers are in proportion to the
rest of inhabitants of Jamestown. But

Theoelson

the people are of very simple and gquier

habits. T have not seen a curriage
with liveried coachmun more than
mee Even U. S. Grant, JIr., who is

severa] times o millionaire, and whose
wife is a sisterto Mrs. Potter Pulmer
of Chicago, are never seen about-town
in anything else grander thun « tewm of
Huambletonian horses, and an un]imir_\'
surrey, with a very common looking
man driving. By the way, Mr. Gram
isat the present time erecting the U
S. Grant hotel here at a.cost of $730,-
M00.00: it is being built of re-taforced
concrete.  Another hotel av the cost of
#G00,000.00 has been contracted for to
he built in the spring.

Sun Diego is having a great boom
his winter on accountof the Tehaunte-
peck railway in Mexico just being
wmmpleted, and owing to the fact that
rwo, if mot three, trans-continental
vailways will establish terminals here
luring the coming year.

The rouds are:  The San Diego and
Avizona from San Diego to Yumu:
Ariz, swned by Johun D. Spreckles,
and-already hus the work under way
The Salt Lake Ry.. owned by Sen-
ator Clark of Montana, and the South-

kota and Minpesotw, who are able to]
get out will hold their sunuasl picnic u |
the puvilion-at the end of the stregt’
car line just ut
where is yot to be found
original wild state.

limits and |

the city
land in its !

In enumerating the -North Dakotan I/
omitted Mr. Sanford of Jamestown who |

is an invalid av the present. Aund

Senator Gerlock of, Ashley N. Dik. |
Mr. Gerlock was Q,QI legishuture

the sume time Mr, Sinfortwas. His

e us senator v Ist,

107,

Our stay’ here, so far, has been .of |

{ kmow when to stop,

ern Paeitie.  'I'he fuct that San Diego
s to be the first U.S. port from the
Panunn canul seems o have given it
another chance for advancement and
the ountldok at present 1s thut San

| Diego, 30 years dead, will be one of the
| urmu st elties on this

const.  As furas
nute and hakbor wre eoncerned, it
has vhem all beuten.

You will pardon this long epistle I
am sure. [ got started and did not
With best regards
to yourself sfud family and wishing you
wlla Happy New Year,

[ am sineerely yours,
H. Theo. Nelson.




