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- Larson, Ersir & Posey

The firm of Larson, Ersin & Posey dates back to
the vear 1893 when L. O. Larson and 5..M. Berg
engaged in the.implement husiness under tfe name
of Larson & Berg, their building being one of the
first erected in Courtenay.  The country-was newly
settled and business was brisk but mostly done on
credit and after two years of short crops. they

found their money was tied up in book accounts.—~0

and they had no means of meeting their obliga-
tions. Failure was staring them in the face and
Mr. Berg became discouraged and sold out his in-

. terest to Mr. Larson who had great faith in the
country and knew his time would come if he could
but carry the burden a little longer. .
In a short time Mr. Larson formed a partner-
ship with H. N. Tueker. Farmers began to raise
good crops and the country was prosperous and the
firm prospered with th After three years Mr.

- Tucker sold his intersst to Mr. Larson who later

sold it to James H. Cooper and the firm name be-
came Larson & Cooper. They enlarged their build-
ing and built up a large trade and at the end of
four years they had made a lot-of money. Mr.
Cooper then sold his interest back to Mr. Larson
who shortly sold it to J. E. Miller and the business
was continued under the name of Larson & Miller
untilzFebruary 1, 1905, when Mr. Miller sold his
#terest to Mr. Larson who in turn sold a third in-
sest to E. J. Ersin, one third to A. L. Posey and
retained a third himself, the firm name now being
Larson, Ersin - & Posey. The firm now occupy a
two-story structure, H50X80 feet, with large ma-
chinery sheds and yards in the rear. They handle
all kinds of farm implements, gasoline engines and
feed grinders, wagons and buggies, harness and
horse supplies, furniture and undertaking, crock-

‘ery and glassware, pianos and organs, and they

pride themselves in carrying large and well-selected
stocks'and are considered the strongest dealers in
their respective lines in this section of the country.
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LEWIS O. LARSON

Lewis . Larson was born in Columbia
County, Wis., in 156, and is the son of Ole Lar-
son, who came 1o Ameriei in 13953 and was o
farmet by occupation. He wasthe frth in o
familv el nine children and received his edu-
cation in the sthools of Columbia County. - At
the age of 20 e went to the state of Washinge.
ton and worked three 24 L A
then was gt home for one year ar
spring of 1882 went to the southern partof
Nelson County N Do owhere he 1ok land b,
der his three rights. He epected o claim shanlys
on his pre emption in \1'[&2 Iy dived alone for
about-six months and dugfe his first year
bought and ‘h%l'l't"l horses jand stock, Later  atHe
he engaged in Tarming and cultivated mn\w he re
his @20 aeres, erected nice farm buildinegs

rajsed grajn suceessfully. He rented his farm busit
in 1801 and moved o Cooperstown. where he
idgd aoe year and came to Courtenuy in
s and buflt” the first lvery Darnin this vil-
and rented it out. Mr. Lirson Is a self-
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EMIL J. ERSIN

Emil J. Ersin: was born it Anokia, My ).
18T L and i= the oldest son of John G, Ersin. o
former clothing merchant of that pl
ars his mother died

Tt
sived part of his educa
the public schools of Anoka. amdat the
fourteen started his hattle with the w
Bell-boy at the Nicollet Hotel dn Mfneapolis. the
Later e returned to Anoka wmd went to work 1L,
in the tlothing store formerly owned by his
FATHer, ind i Theage of stxenteen he §3ined thouzht he would try his luck
fier, who hald gone to San Francisco, irri
Cil. and there received his husiness ed
il’s Business Dol
ried to Minnesota and entered the
mtof a dry goods firm. tollowing th
irs, amd later went to
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ABRAHAM'L. POSEY
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pme of Posey Bros. The tirm enjoved awell
yitg business and continued for three years
when A. L. suddenly got the westeérn fever and
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v ho later sold
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god in the welldrill-
ither Dennis under

grriving here in 189 and. er
twenty miles north of G
ars—later bhe purchased a £
north of Courtenay which wias closeér to mar
ket und more cot fent so he moved his fam-
ily there. oecupying this place for two years
when his wife’s henlth began to fail and bhe
found 1L necessiary tosell the furm and move
o Wichita, IKan. After staying there for some
time his wi I improved and they re-
turned to Courtenay August 18, {04, unil on the
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Abraham L. Posey was born near Hu-.ﬁ'ﬂwﬁi
Wis. He received his early educition in thes
i

son. through bhured 1abor. economical habits
anid shrewd business methods he has become
one of the wealthiest and heaviest land own-
Cers in Stutsman Counity: owning - G- acres
and isalso interested in several pleces besides.

ol

solesman to generial salesman and finally got
to be manager of the third fioor on which the
furniture.carpet anddrapery departments were
located, From there he engagedwith the Red
Wing Furniture Co.. us their representative:

2000 formed a parthership with J. A, Coffey in
the rend estate amd eollection husiness, contin-
uing until February 1, 1805, when he bought o
third interest in theé present firm of Larson,

TTErsin & Poseys
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