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horders and of a mind to oceupy it.© The ground’s

surface was traced with buffalo paths, wrinkled
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Huffalo wallows _and strewn with buffalo
hones.  Bones were theh marxetable and had a

cash value. which meant nich to some of the on-

of noisy water fowls. 'i‘-l;'.- plowman advanced,
and sang and whistled in merry mood as he turned
the native sod up side down ‘with his furling
":_—'an:_r." it

The lowing herds and h!cﬁlim_ncks were not
vetr, but in good time they made their advent,
orazed on unbounded acres of most. nutritious
grasses, and added their generous sﬂpport in milk
and huuei'naml beef to the toiling settler. The
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The settler, once installed, in manv instances,
gathered them by wagon loads. and bartered them
for fuel, clothes and provisions. evidencing in a
realistic way, the pioneers’ trials, diszomforts and
forced economy. The warlike "Sioux  were absent
off the resarvation. The= buffalo had moved on.

" The deer. the antelope, the fox, the:coyote, the

jackrabbit and the gopher, possessed the prairies
and were in evidence at every turn.  The feathery
sontrsters segregated and - aggregated, few and
swooped, chirped and sang, until the air was alive
with fluttering warblers and resonant with the
sweet music of birds. From the wild. grassy hay
meadows came the quacks and screams of myriads
N

frugal=houszwife, in her rough eabin, or ' little
zod shantz,'" always ready with a helping hand,
busied hersalf with tha seant household duties., the
garden, poultr;, and. in many instances, on the
hay meadow, hayvmaking, and on the field cultivat-
ing a:u} gathering cereals, .

Such were the steneson the plains. sparsely
settled, in summer times, but in the winters the
curtains shifted and cther scenes presented them-
selves. Nature put on a sterner aspect. The mer-
cury congealed betimes.  Batimes the sun shone its
clearespand brightest and the empyrean looked-its
loveliest, and old Sol drove his undimmed chariot
across the southern firmamant as if nothing out of
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