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' DISCOUNTED THE NOTES

- THE .S, RUSSELL,
OF JAMESTOWN HELPED TO
BUILD THE MONITOR.

During the recent session of the
American Mining . congress in Dead-
wood, 8. D., there visited in Lead and
the Black Hills a man, who: indirectly
influenced sthe turning of a critical
point in the civil war and had a hand
in revolutionizing the methods, of
modern naval warfare, says the ;%d
Gity Daily Call. He was Benjamin S.
Russell, of Jamestown, N. D., a dele-
gate appointed to the congress"by Gov-
ernor White of that state, and the fa-
ther of S. W. Russell, of Deadwood. ©

Between the years of 1860 and 1865
Mr. Russell was a resident of Towand,
Pa., engaged at the time in the bank-
ing business and interested in the Bar-
clay coal mines, situated about sixteen

*| miles from his home town. The pro-
| duet o;uie mines was a semi-nitumin-

ous coal remarkably free from sulphur

/{and much sought at that time by man-

ufacturers of iron plate. <
The ‘Barclay company was then in

t| the hands of an assignee, «James Mac-

farlane, who conducted its affairs aod
endeavored under adverse conditions
to keep the mines in operation. In the

+1fall of 1861 Macfarlane called upon Mr.

Russell and informed him that he had
received an offer for six canal boat

" {loads of coal from Corning Winslow &

Co., of Troy, N. Y. He further stat-
ed that the latter company had con-
tracted with the federal government

‘|wbuild an iron clad war vessel, and

that in the manufacture of the neces-
satyplate they desired to use the coal

:| of thé Barclay people, but were unable
*| to gather together thé necessary cash.

Thé Troy people proposed to Mr. Mac-
farlane that he acéept for the coal the
notes of their company, payable six
months from date of issue. Macfar-
lane hesitated in accepting but agreed
to undertake the delivery of the coal
if Mr. Rissell would discount the notes.
Being interested finaneially in the
company and anxious to promote the *
affiirs of the Barelay mines Mr. Rus-
sell acquiesced in the proposal and the
coal was in due time delivered to Corn-
ing, Winslow & Co., at Troy.

The coal was used in the manufac-
ture of the armor plate for the little

"| ironclad Monitor, designed by the im-

mortal Ericson, that subsequently
drove from the seas the confederate

‘| monster, Merrimae, stemmed the tide
‘| of southern naval victories and helped

in « marked degree to establish the su-

premacy of the union catse.



