Clarence Kjelson

Writes from France

France, Feb. 18,
Dear Folks: 4

Will make another attempt
at writing a letter this evening. |
The two letters from home dat-
ed December 11 and 14 were
received, and it sure was some
pleasure to hear from home.

I do not know where all our
mail has been this long time,
but we can hardly expect to
receive it very regularly as we
maove: about a good deal, and
then the American Expedition-
ary Forces cover a good deal
of territory, so it requires some
time to locate and sort mail
when it does arrive here. We

Tad been expecting mail ever
since landing on FrencH soil, and
January 14 it cumein rather sur-
prising, as we had almost given
up hopes of having any while
at this camp. There was o car
load for our division, and I got
seven letters out of it, so I felt
pretty well satisfied.

Learned that I have three
packages on the way and am
now waiting eagerly for them
as oneis a box of etgars and the
other twocontain cigarettes muu
other articles. Thanks very
(much for the money order, tho'

I have not been able to get any
jon it so far. May be able to
cash it when wemove toanother
Ecamp, and if not will try to cash
it with some one who sends
| money back to the U. S. The
ilast time we were paid was
November 16, on the train from
| Camp Green, North Carolina to
Camp Mills, over two months
1ago. Signed the pay roll recent-
ly so we will no donbt be paid
?soon. It seems as tho’ one must
ihnve money, even in the army,
lin order to feel satisfied. |
| This week has been very spring
llike here. Monday was a beau-
}tifnl day and Tuesday and Wed-
'nesday were damp and rainy,
‘while the last two days have
| been sunny and warm. There
|is no snow to speak of and the
ice is melting away fast, tho' it
\is rather wet and sloppy. Itis
iabout like April weather in Da-
|kota, only a little warmer, per-
‘haps. It may be too good to
last, however, and as I cannot
Ispeak French, I have not been
able to learn whether or not
this is the spring season here,
but I presume it is.

I have been feeling fine ever
since [ got over my cold at Camp
Merritt, and I only hope to re-
main ingood health, We expect
to move agam soon and it is
hard to tell when we will get
mail again. Will try to write
about once a week and will be
glad to have you folks write
|rather often as mail is sure ap-
lprtcialed here, although we get
it in bunches far between times.

Will close for this time and
will write again about a week.
These letters may not leave
camp every day but then they
will not be delayed as much as
mail coming here.

Love and best regards to all.

Corp. Clarence H. Kelson.
Co. B 164th Inf. 82nd Brigade,
41st Division.




