Montana

Marcus Bakken and Iver m
ad recuroed home Friday evening
from Anaconda, Mont., where they
Jave been working for the past few

mostbs for the Anaconda Mining Co.

G This company is perhaps the Iargest
and smelting company in the

yorld a8 they posseas m pro-
perties In several other places In thet
as in Mth

[aited States as well

There Is DO mining dome at Ana~
eonda but that city s the location of
e company's smejters and the ore
i shipped there from Butte located
ghout sixty-five mHes to the south-
st Bome ldea of the magnitude
of the plant &t Anaconda may be
' pined trom the fact that thefe are
dght emelting mills there each cap-
abie of handling 700 tons of ore per
shift, and ss there are three shifts
per day the maximum handled when
ronning &t full capacity s 186,800
tes of ore per 24 hours, but as &
matter of fact, not all the mills are
rusning At full capacity at the pres-
it time, %

The ore shipped Into Anaconda
trom Botte contalns copper, arsenic,
pd ad silver In varying amounts.
The copper and arsenic are removed
8 Ansconds, then the residue con-'
taiaing the silver and gold s ship-
pod to Great Falls for extraction.
This, of course, ls only a very small
prt of the original ore, as the im-
pmee slag dumps at Anaconda con-
taips the greater part of the bulk of
the ore shipped In.

The plant is equipped with some
of the largest and most up-to-date
@muhinery for the handling of ore
1 tourists come from far and near
I st this wonderful establishment.

The company’s pay-roll at Anacon-
-2 amounts to approximately $1.000-
M0 & week, the lowest wages pald
o 12y employee being $33 a weeld)
td some of the work Is not so very
Mard either. The reason for these
Sirmely high wages is mot difficult
b discover, The gases lHberated
daring the smelting and refilning of
fe copper and arsenic are extreme-
b polsonous, and at first the men
"o come there to work soon be-
*@¢ deathly sick. Those who stay
Gers tor any length of time, so as
B brome acelimated to the polsow,
® o speak, do not mind the fumes
T®T much, but they have = sickly
Ypearance, and it is sald that if
% 0 to some other part of the
ULT away from the polluted air
© vhich they have become accus-
bRed, they soon sicken and die.
The smelters are on & high mountain
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and = v00-foot chlmner takes the
€ases 1o an extremely high altitude,
ud they are greatly diluted before
r-urun; to the ground, but so po-
tent are they that in tke city of Ana-
conda there is hardly _a blade of
Erass to be seen anywhere, and for 4
radius of 40 miles ground the smelt-
ers the effec’ of the gases can be
noted on &1l kinds of vegethtion.

Besides the danger to hLeaith from
fumes those men who work in the
neighborhood -of the smelting ket
tles run great danger,of death or in-
jury from molten metal. There are
big kettles holding toans of metal
that are being swung from cranes or
switched to and fro. and the least
little accident and lplusheﬁ or splll-’
ed metal at that great temperature
may cause severe Injury. During
the months cur Hannaford men were
there no one was killed, but very
few days pessed that someone was
not taken to the hospital. At one
time six men were severoly injured
at one time, There are, of course,
Jobs freo from this danger, as for in-
stance the men working in the car-
peater sheps, or on the thirty-five
mile long wooden flume which
brings water from the mountains to
the plant~but even'they suffer from
the gases. ,

The gases even effect the clothing
of the men, and the company
nishes special overalls for its work-
men., Common cotton overalls are
eaten up in a few days. They be-
come full of holes end hrittle and In
a short time are nothing but rags.

Under these circumstances it

fur-

is
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not to be wondered at fhat wages
are high and work steady.
Bakken says he would not go back|
there to work cven if ho were oﬂer—‘
ed twice the wages.
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WALUM NEWS NOTES
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The Welum Sunday School will
have a pleaic in connection with the
Young Peoples’ Socle'y. Sunday, May
13th at moon. The Young Peoples’
Boclety will have thelr program af-
ter the pienic lunch. Al
come,

The Vealley 'y Buooaters
Bpeclal train made quite an Impres-
slon, giving away souvenirs.
Quite a crowd was at the depot.

Mr. and Mre. Carl F. Werner 1hot-
ored to Leal Sunday.

E.-W. Everson left
Fargo on businpas.

Mrs. L. Spengler arrived Thursday
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Friday for

to visit at the A. M. Hanson home.
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