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Letter from Ness

$*Below we print the first of a ser-
fes of travel letters from G. K. Ness
who {s on his way from Petersburg,
N. D,, to Norway.
was written from Minneapolls,

1 promiscd to cook togothor o mess
for this peper each week whilc on my
trip. This time of ccurco there is
liftle to write aboat as the port of
my journoy this far completed has
taken me through a territory we all
know so well. What I write, there-

velue. But |
kere goes. ;

Sitting In the train nothing at-
tracted miy ‘attention ss being out of
the ordinary before roaching North-

have promiccd and

people ‘geitliig off and on tho traln
reminded mo thet here 18 Whore the
miracle doctor Is  loented. North-

lievors In quackism. There they
gathor from cast and from west, from
north and from south, the lame and
the halt end the blind.
no {lls bu: that Kirby has o cure for
it. And the cure Is tko same for all
sicknesases consisting In picklng your
Adams , apple. By dozens, people
boarded th~ train at Nortawood Wed-
nesday. Not all had left behind the
crutches, but all carriod tihe sign of
the feithful, a triangular catsup stain
under the chin. Some had their
necks done up fn rogs but mest of
them bore no other mork of the
troatment than a painted throat.

Loaving Northwood 1 asked the
conductor {f they had trafic like that
every day. He an:wered thet it is
usvally much heavier,

As the train procoeded down the

valley ! notleed that narvest had
'been startod in mony places, Bome
flelds wera harvested. others are

ready for the binder. Most places
tho crops look good. but occasionally
a fleld could be seon from the train
that seecmed of poorer guroaiity, and
some of the low land is under water.

The harvest scenes reminded me of
the first summer [ spent in Amerieca,
shocking #nd threshing for $18.00 a
month. Conditlons have changed
Iulncu then, The laboress are getting
|h|gher wages for shorter hours and
|are much more dissatlefiec.

Arriving in Fargo, [ notuced the
|ulroet lights had not beea turned on.
| The great white way was biack. as It

wore. This, 1 was told. was because
|lhp eity didu't have money to pay for
|street lights.  Cheer up, you village
~dads, it isn’t only the small villages
Ithut are hard up this year: the small
:('llil-s are no better off. It was sald.
however, that Fargo will have the

!strect lights on during Fair weck and
lafter that in the residence districts
"durtng the fall s0 hoM-ups can see
i better 1o do their job—oi that you
‘may see better to dodge them.

tn Friday morning 1 got te Day

County, S8outh Dakota, wnere i found
all the people with crooked

"having become thal woy iocoking to
Ithe sky for rain the past month. It
was getudng dry, I was told, and un-
less rafm would come soon, crops
were  ruined, The crops are not
quite as -bad as that, however. But
the lack of raln was feit and crops
mlght be set back a littie. Farthe:
south conditions are worse, though.
One thing | noticed was that corn is
much farther advanced in South Dak-
»ta than In North Dakota.

Well, the people were wishing for
-ain and during eariy BSaturday
norning a good shower struck this

This first letter |

fore, . will have Ilittle, If any, news'

wood. = Ther® the large numbor of

wood kas become the Mecea for bo- |

Taere are!

necks.[

; , A
!Gov t Crop Report

General erop ecnditlons as report-
voiq by tho Agriculinral SBtatlsticians
jaf tlo Divisio: of Cron Estimntes,
(0. tho period July 1 to i3 are as
fullows; '

Comparativoly . low tompeiatures
and woll dfswributed roine through-
out tho reglon daring most of the
Ipartod, were quits favornble  for
| nt growth, especialiy the smali|
rgrains and dry land crops, except
*hat carller secdinge in north central
Montenn were too fur damaged b
| June drouth for fall recovory. Farm
'work  preceeded during the perlod
without mserfous Intarrupticn, except
that first cutting of hay wna some-
- what delayed In Norith Dakotla. Fufr
(and warmaer weatker at the ond of
{tho period was favocable for the
| harveat of the rye crop which in now
igmmrul,

. The ralns and cool weather cf the
tﬂ;ﬂl half of July wero quita favor-
jable for all crops, except corn and
arought relief to local aroco where
(need of rain was beginning to ap-
‘poar whon the month oponed. Faorm
ywork on the wholo hus progressed
ietf=foetortly althcuesh rome deluy to

{haying has heen oerasioned.  Corn
|growtn has been chocaod ond the
jerop  now  neods warmer weather.

Some demage by frost was reported
from nwrthern cod concral countlos |
10:1 July 7 and 8. 8pring whost con- |
!tinues In promising condion and is
| tonorally reported  well  headed.
Some damage has resulted in the ex-
|lreme northwestern sections ns a re-
iqull of hot weather lo June. There
have been reporis of rust Infection,
but weather conditlons i, vo prevent-
od developmant of rust u2d no dam-
age has beer reported to date

Rye harvea. has s.waried with fav-
orablo weather, early reporta show-
ing some very -atisfocrory  rields.
Jats end barley tre muuring fvor
ably although many weedy oct fields
nave had to b cut for nony,  Flax
wos favorabiy affocted by the weath-
er of the first hal? of tke montn.
I'he crop Is now mostly In tho bloom
wage. DPMotatoes on th:e whole show
further improvement, althougn sesd-
tered reports have beon recclved ol
poor fields and some instances of
|"w1]l" reported.  Early seecdew pota-
| cors i the southern vailey countles
i;rr now buing  marke.od  locally.
| ¥arm work with the approach of
ih::r\‘::sd i reaulting In increccea la-
bor demands and local shortuges,
‘rop damaoge to date was been res-

atlvely light, although loscea from
| kall appeer to be running ahove av-
| srage. Grasshoppers  have  boen
| working in small urcas In woeslern
jand north-central counties without
sorfous damagoe.

|

| aection. While ' rushing through

“jpace the rain-drops were c.owded
and froze Into chunks of ice and o
hail storm resulted. This awept over
|a territory about eight iniles square
dotng more or less damage. Satur-
day the bankers In Pierpont were
kept busy all day heiplng farmers fill
sut  insurance claims, kverybody
who carrled hall insuraoce had nat-
urally suffered total loss, buc the rest
!wuu](l not admit having been hit bad.
| When threshing time more
than half of the total loss grain will
| likely have been harvested.
If | writé you next weex,
‘he from New York City,
, G. K. NESS

ronied

1t will




