Tae following i isan f‘xlrir‘l. I
lerter toa Triend in lhm
Clarenee Kelsoh, whao  is naw Cwithe
_ the First North Dakota 1,;“‘.?- d
Mercedes, Tesas:

LT enlisted in Co. I, at F‘arﬂ ;um
21st anid st once started del
«The citizens of Fargo sure treitost us |
fineand we were weltome tm
thing.of which we wishin 4o Lk id . '
vantage.  We warn stationed at FI..‘I
Lincoln a month “and had heagy |
drillimg every day oxeept during the
time we were Laid dp with sora arps
from ty phoid innoculay Ini}%&
pox vaccinations, il
o We were all getbing very anxious
to get to the border aml e hmﬁd
with joy whon the message come’ §u
striko tents, - It swas on Satardsy
evening July 220d, that we lefc Bis-
marck over the Soo line,  The trip
wis an interesting one and the Pull-
man sleepers were a troat 10 1s. .

From ndki"-' N. .. we rode the
Chicago N. W. R. R. to Kansas City
and then tlw Missouri, iu’qsm &
Texas to San Antdnio. un;&
then the Gull Coast linv oM
We had doubie track roads o
the way which |-u'\hi¢ dons to make
god time and we miade 63 miles per
hour for fong stretehies.  dt s o big
change-betweon  North Dakots and
Texas. and though the mercary rises
to 120 degrees wo g nat wind it
mueh,

" The North Dakota  [Regiment is
stationed within the limits sof Mer-
cedes and we are. enjoying l{!v only
1six miles frum the border, .md llurw
miles from the Guil. ~ We
nrmnzt_td our-camp very nicely_and
are drilling three Lours and hiking
one hour per day. This foréndon we
had our rezulur Friday two hour

ike making ten pides and this after:
Tnoon  we wash viothes, shive and
prepare for Sutarsay's camp inspec

There is not as much actual fight-
ing hore as we thought there Would
be and we have not been wixed up
yet butcan’t tell when we may hava
some fun.  Allour water comes from

times,  Tec water is o treat which we
seldom get hiere.  The population is
mostly nerro and  Mexican and @
white lady is a curiosity.
This is the rainy season amd we
have only had one (l.l\ withoul v
since we came hieres AT present wi
are having a soaker and il looks s
thougly it is ;:rm(.; for the bulunce faf'
the day. .
We may be here for some time but
hope to be back 1o North Dakota e
fore my enlistment expires.  Teil

the canul and Ii}_l'r:lfll.!‘i‘. is hot at allf;

the boys Iim happy in the lund of

‘palms. - Cluredce H: Ketson:
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