1 j8ke that existed at the base of these
ridges in very recent geological time, |

‘1 to eight miles width,

"_ twenty-seven- miles from

the unaided eye from

. Nearly three miles ubove the sea mll

that part of the Peruvian Andes so|

often styled *"The Roof of the World”
in located one of the grear naturs¥]|
wonders of the Universe,

To the inhabitants of Lua Fundicion
and Cerro de Pasco, it is a wel
known place.  To the outside world
it is quite unheard of. Even the ed-
ucated people of Peru know little or
nothing concerning this peculiar and
remarkable work of nature.

The “"Rock Forest" af'it is called
comprises a -territory of approxi-
mately eighteen miles length by six
It borders the
western side of a wide-stretching.
level, grass-covered pampa. a dis-
tance of perhaps eighteen miles al-
most due south of La Fundicion. or
Cerro de
Pasco.’

On clear days it is easily visible to
the former
place. It is also in plain view from
the trains on the Ceérrode Pasco
railroad.  Ata distance ‘it Shears a
striking resemblance to & gray bar-
ren forest as it looks in winter whnen
the leaves ure off the trees.. It is
from this fact that it derives ils
name.

As one draws nearer it loses nm(_h
of this characteristic quality and dis-!
closes ils true naty ™ It is not a
foresy of petrified Arees as the name
might suggest. E’el‘lup« at no hmp
in the World's history did trees of
any kind exist in the vicinity. Cer-
tain, none exist there now., It & lo-
cated hundreds.of feet above the high-
est timberline. -

Roughly it consists of a series of |
parallel ridges on which the rock for-
mations are located. The valleys be- |

tween are grassy and often swampy |
and treacnerous. :

No competent geologist has been
known to visit the region and ex-
plain the origin and character of
these peculiar formations. The rock
hasa limestone composition. . Secat-
tered thruout are fine grains of a
pure quartz sand that sparkles in the
sun like diamonds. The strata from
which these formations have been de-
veioped no doubt, belongs to a very
early period of the world's history,
toa time when this present high al-
titude did nos exiss. and the process
of elevation was just in its begining.

A whose
Athruout,
Jwo traceever a wide area the same

(others, that seem to "portray nature

" position of the latter is very interest.

"the high ridge withits many strange

| when one remembers that this pam-

Abundant evidence of wave action
in the shaping of these strange and
grotesque forms is found thrucut
she forest. Of allowance
must be made for crosion by atiges-
pheric agencies which has continued
Ahruout the uges and is going on at

e present time.  But these alone
wonld scarcely produce the pedestal
wnd <tatue like effects in
v Jtexture is quite consistant
Frequently it is possible

course,

u rock

struti by the relative positions of the
huge biocks in the formations.

- As one rides thru this region, this
‘Dlage of Mondegs, wliere the lorces of
nature seem to have been at play
shaping mightv and grotesque figures
that man might come and arvel at,
he is struck with a peculiar fecling
of abandon and admiration,
thirills ehase cach other thru his sy-
sten,

Great monoliths fifty to a hundred
feot high are built up block upon
bldck in as regular and systematic a
manner as tho done by the hand of
man. On every side there are in-
stances of “this. The -Gate-way
the "Rock Forest” is g notable ex-
ample.

On the other bund what are per- |
uaps more ionteresting even  than
those are fisures like the “Turtie.”
‘Snail Rock.”  “The King™' and

and

10

in its happier moods when it chose 1o
shape the interesting and artistic ru-
ther than the permuanent and sub-
~tantial,

““The Turtle Rock" and™®he Snail
Rock™ are tyqical examples of these. |
It requires little imagination on the
part of tha visitor to discover these
names.  The resemblance is indeed
very marked. The former especiaily
i= 4 mnost remarkable piece of nature's
handiwork.  Its position is hizh
above all the other rocks of the vici-
nity. When viewed from a different
angle it [Goses its turtle like shape
wnd stands up like a huge wall. This
is also true of the Snail Rock which
at most is only four feet thick. The

It rests on the edge of a wide
Its head is pointed toward |

ing.
pampa.
shupes and forms. to the right. And
pa was once the bottom of a lake and
the ridge was dry land the idea ut
pnce suggests itseif, of a huge pre:
bistoric snail leaving its waters for a
sunping on the rocks. ' But unlike
the proverbial snail of nursery
rhymes its progress was so slow thut
it'never arrived at its destination.
It was changed to stone on the way.
Of natural arches there are many
thruous shis Andean Garden of the
Gods. To the amateur photographer
who bas the time and the energy to|,
nlunb lhuu&over difficult places, no




