Mervin John Armstrong
Below we quote the address
by Rev. J. C. Wilson at the Mem-
orlal :Bervioas held - for Mgghth 1.
Armstrong, at Hannaford, Suad
Sept. 22nd, 1918. o
On October 1898, began the
lite of one who was destined to h-va
an” fmportant™ part In the worl
progress—loved by two, known by
only & few and possessed bt even a
name. He had not been long in his
new home with Mr. and Mrs. John
B. Armstrong of Hannaford. N. D..
il he was known as Mervin John
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Armstrong and like his Master, “'In-
creased In wisdom and stature and
favor with God and man.” In his
early life he was in many ways like
most other farm boys interested in
the young calves, pigs. colts, chick-
ens, ete., of the farm and with open
ears and eyes partook richly! and
abundantly from Mother Nature,
and was ever on the lookout-to lo-
cate the niche into which he was to
fall in the world’s work. These and
other surroundings made him not
only a lover of his country home,
but helped him to form clean habits
and speech, and a strong character.
He was industrious, faithful to the
home duties, seldom away except an
occasional trip to the near-by little
cities or a day or so each year In
hunting during the open season.
His education consisted of the ad-
vantages afforded by the local
|schools. a year in Jamestown Col-
|lege and " the schools of observaiion
Ilnd experlence at which he was not

get the greatwtruths he

| slow to
! needed.

| At the age of nineteen, after care
! fully welghing the matter, he not
jonly heard the call of his country
iand the cry of the world for free-
|dom and justice, he answered
the call by enlisting with Company
'B at Fargo-July Fourth, 1917. In
|his examination before the Medical
| Board he passed a one hudred per
|cont, even the test of both his eyes
|being the same which it has been
seventy-five per cent of the
| boys failed to do. This we believe
|was tery largely due to the clean
| life he lived. As a soldfer, he was
’nnver sick a day, and was always
ready for duty, no task Dbeing too
| small or to hard for him 10 wnder-
'take. He was always fair the
Government whether he was home
on & furlough or in his correspond-
cuce—not one single thing being
crossed out of his correspondence
by the censor. When members of
'the family were visiting him not

but

| sald,

to

. long before he left the state with

'nis Company, he was asked if he
would not like %o return hoime. He
replied, “Yes, but I would rather
gq to the front as one man now
will be worth a thousand later on.”
| which shows that he had not only
| weighed the matter carefully, but
was still ready to adhere to his de-
|cision when he enlisted. He loved
| the home with all of its surround-
|ings and, before he made his final
‘Iu'e he thanked his father and
mother. for twenty years of good
| training. His last birthday

| home
fn his native land was spent on the

rifie range at Camp Greene, Char-
lotte, N. C., where he became quite
proficient as & marksman. Out ota
body of 400 men. only tem stood

above him and their score was 100

read |-

ing, he says:
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teed minimum price
ndi'buhcl for wheat.
“'Iny producing crops in North Dak-
ota thyre are y factors to con-
tend with, some over which we have
ra that
tirely up to ws. Among the
lattef, the time and method of plow-
Iu‘ nsone of\primary importance.
e _best place to grow wheat is
whd that has been into some
Int,ﬂﬂ;d crop or omn summer fa)-
ln“ @uml Huwvnr. tn order
the amount of “wheat ex-
pa:t.-d of us much of it will have to
be raised on ground that this year
bad wheat or some other of the small
graln crops on it. In getting a good
crop on su¢h land one of the requis-
ites 1s pod early fall plowing. This
is d*vln; of much attention be-
cause 6( the generally larger yield
as compared to the spring plowing.
“The ldvlnllgm of early fall
glowine, are

grass which gbsorb the molsture
that otherwise would be available
the following year for the growing
€rop.

“2. It allows the soil to become
packed thus furnishing the desirable
OFm, mellow séed bed and prevents
capillary  evaporation.

#3.. ' ‘makes possible early seed-
ing. This ts possibly the most im-
portant as statistics show that early
seeding of wheat {s necessary If max-
imum returns are to be had.”

The recent rains over practically
all of the state have wet down suf-
ficlently, Mr. Hagan says, so that the
condition of the ground for plowing
is ideal.
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Our Individual Part
Some observers think that the most
characteristic thing about the Ameri-
can soldiers in France, something
which astounds the enemy and excites
the admiration of our allies, is the
capacity of the Ameritan soldlers to
do individual thinking and fighting,
The German fights successfully only
in mass formation, in organized
bodies, while every American soldler
has -&D - initiative and independence
of action which gives him remarkable
efficiency in open fighting. - They are
not senseless cogs, but each is an In-

dividual working unit in a great
Aghting machine.
Every American at home should

feel an individual responsibility and
do his or her individual part in win-
ning the war. There s not an Amer-
ican citizgn who can not help win the
war. The Fourth Liberty Loan drive
which begins Sept. 28th, offers a great
opportunity for ¢oncerted action. and
the loan will be & tremendous success
If each American will do his or her
individual part as each American sol-

Fhe destruction of weeds or|”~

dier in France does his part. Our s0l-
diers deserve such support from the
people at' home. |

to the fact that he used neither to-|
bacco mor cigarets im any form. |

The dats when he began his jour-|
ney across 18 unknown to us. but he

reached England on December 23rd. |
1917, from whence he soon went to
France where he saw seven months
of active servico at the front. In
writing to' the home fglks under
date of February Znd. 1918, it was
lesrhed of his closs esll when be
made it known: that & German bul-
let- had Mm bis helmet




