Friend:'

jalty ‘fo thank you persomally,
been Dutifag it off. Your paper
been coming/ to me regujarly
Wlmlﬂ.yurlullnl!

weloame, ;
- ‘mmmﬂlov-dw'mmy-
1|thieg we wish to the peaplgiback
3| home, ds the censorship has practi-
p|cally been lifted; so I will tell you
i
I

Jthem properly on paper be-
rnu 1 am no writer. -

ubry, 1918, -1 was placed In the
. Co. in the ome pounder or 37
'1il, m. platoon as it it a heavy gun,
the gun crew must be, as our
expresses i, ‘‘stromg,

‘well-bullt “mpm, capable of serving

v~

garry the same with case.'

You may Imagine my surpriso and
afsmay after being roceived in the
platoon, to be told that the gun was
& mankiller, both for the boche, s
well as the crew. Aftor a short
course ot the school of fire, we join-
ed our regiment and on Feb. 22,
1918, we had our first initiation un-
der fire. We stayed up at the Lor-
raine sector which the Frensh. call-
-Jed a “Bon/ sector”, for ono bundred
and ten ‘deys. Of course It was &
quist {ront as there was no advanc-
ing, and only ' sn occasiopal raid
trom each’ side. It was up here that
1 was _gassed ome night while I was
on patrol. But it is too long & story
s0 that will have to keep.

On July 1st, we were relieved and
were rushed up to the Champagoe
tront to help stop the third German
drive which was expected at any
moment, and which was launched
on the night of July 14-15.

Our casusalties were quite heavy
up here, the principal reasom being
that we were obliged to counter-at-
tack and drive the Germans from
our front line which they had cap-
tured with their fifth wave. The
artillery, fire {rom both sides was
terrificy and st day-break the Ger-
man aviators having control of the
air on account of thelr superior
numbers, caused quite a number of
casualties by raking the oOpen
trenches with their machine guns
and dropping their “eggs”, 2s we
call them.

In the meantime the Chatean Thi-
erry drive bad been started and we
were rushed up to that front by
train, the latter part of the distance
by motor trucks. to help in the
clearing of the salient. This was the
worst battle 1 have ever participated
in, and in this battle my platoon
was cited by Headquarters for good
work in exterminating machine sun
nests. .

On ‘August 2nd, ofter ten days’
fghting the 37 m. m. platoon was
¢ | called. up, and givea orders to take
their position upon Hill 212 (be-
yond Sergy) and oxtorminate the
machine guns that were holding up
the advance of our infantry. In that
engagement we had all three guns
put out of sction but not, however,
untll we had put a number of mach-
ine guns and a still greater number
of Germans ‘'hors de combat”. My
gun was blown up by having the
shell exploding in the barrel. The
gun kid been fired for so long that
it was overheated and the heat of
the barrel exploded the shell, tedr-
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‘heéad beside the barrel. I

on the right hand trail of the Fun
with |

I should dave written you long|
, theaking ‘you for sending me |
* paper’ so regularly, but, as 1|
been: hoping to have the op-|

somse of the things I have experienc- |
ed although it Is fmpossible to ex-|

5 1'was transferred to the 167th|
42nd or Rainbow' Division in |

the gun in any capacity, and able to |




