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A Letter from Walter 3. Thoréson|
4 The following is taken from a let-
ter to his folks from Walter Thore-
'son, ~dated August 5th, and writ
from C-u| Mills, N. Y. MU
Camp Mills, Aug. 5 Iil.
I've changed my home again, or
rather it was changed forme. We
left Kearney Sunday morning, July
28, and arrived here yesterday after-

| noom, the trip taking us just a lttie

over & week. We've been busy every
minute since we came ‘emn‘ aqnla-
ped and packing preplrll.nry to go-
ing across. Last night we slept about
thrée or four hours and I doubt if
we'll get any sleep to-night. I'm
writing this Dby candle Hght on &

ed out at any time. We expect to
leave here Wednesday, I think to
Camp Merritt and then across.” They
have taken everything but what we
can carry in our packs away from us.
If we do get a chance to sleep tlo-
night it won't be very comfortable,
as we have only one blanket left. We
sleep in tents as we did ut Kearney
but there are no floors in these, It
has been raining almost all the time
since we came.

Our food for the last lhr_ey{yn
has consisted of canned hash, hard-
tack and goffee. as they've packed
up all the kitchen tools. . I'll send
you a sample of our army hard-tack
some time. It takes a real man to
eat it as you can boll the stuff in
water and it won't even'soak up. It
don’t take very much of it to make a
meal as it swells up so one or two
pleces will make a fellow think he
has eaten a big meal. I've always
been under the impression that this
was a model camp but Kearney has
got it beat. It's not quite as warm
but too damp.

We had quite a trip coming here,

going up thru Canada. They're
sending them all over different
routes. We left Kearney on the

| Bana Fe, golng thru Californfa, Tex-

as, Arizona, New Mexico, Oklahoma
and Kansas. At Kansas City we
were taken to some atheletic club
and had a swim. From there we
went on the Wabash golng thru
Missouri, Illinols, Indigna, Ohlo, and
Michigan. At Detroit we took the
terry across to Windsor, Canada, apd
from there on to Niagara. -We got
into Niagara about two d’clock in the
morning. The station was about %
mile and a half from the Falls. One
of the lleutenants offered to take all
who wished to go to see the falls.
We marched up but although it was
pretty dark we could see it fairly
well, It certainly is some sight.
From Nlagara we took the Lehigh
| Valley going thru New York, Penn-
sylvania and New Jersey to Jersey
City. There we took a boat across
the Hudson going under the Brook-
lyn Bridge to Brooklyn, a ride of al-
most an hour. From the boat we
could see the Liberty Statue, the
Woolworth Building, the Municipal
bulldings and many other things of
interest. They were alj pointed out
to us. At the ship yards we saw all
kinds of transports, also submarines.
At Brooklyn we goton a train
again for the camp a distance of
about thirty miles. We were treated

piece of board and expect to be call- |and
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u&mm Camp Custer, Michigan

"The following are extracts from a
letfhr to the edifor from “Happy”
Hagen and ““Tud" 8wingen, two local
vrh left In the last draft:
are you l‘lﬂih‘ along? We
uvb nﬁ end enjoy military life very
‘much. T

There are 10,080 “coons” in this
ﬂ’. anfl believe us. there sure are
some blagk omes in the bunch. We
‘had_watermelon.for dinner but wish
we could have Ween over 10 the ne-
gros' camp tO #ee them ea; water-
‘melon,

To 1
arimﬁs
sl

you lll!lhln; .m.u'hur
Wl,m up at 6:456, are
to ‘I!u in three minutes
b ready for reveille at 65:48.4
Revellle Dyer at 8:00, then we clean
out barracks and go in to breakfast

“chaw’ ag they call it here. Then
we drill from 7:20 to 11:30. Dinner
or "chaw at 18:00. Then we driH
trom 1:00 p. m. until 4:00 or 4:3v.|
Then we have supper, or “chaw” ;i
56:30. The leat thing Is Retreat |
which is Roll Qall. Then we are|
supposed to go ta bed at 9:00 be-|
canse tbe lights are turned out. If|
we wish we can stay out.untll 11: uu!
p. M. |

We have not had a chance to get|
out becanse we have been quaran- {
tined for -two weeks, and that 1|mt~,
will be up next Saturday. |

The firsffoun dnys consisted in uk-
ing anmlnnuonu and uklng a lhol\
in the arm ,nn‘.l also being vaccinated
On the way to be vaccinated we pass-
ed a bunch of “‘coons’ and they sald.
“Wait tifl you get dat shot,-boys.”

They figure on l,rnc]ilnx u couple
of “coons” next week for doing the
same th that those three did at
Camp tl&e£ “The captain sald we
would be permitted to see the lynch-
Ing.

Some of the boys don’t seem to be
able to ntun.d at attentjon, which Is
to fiold gour body erect and not move
& g Night before last seven of
our company fell down and did not
come to for guite a while. Last night
one in our company fell and seven in
thé next company to ours. One of
the boys*in the other company broke
twa or three teeth when he fell.

We were gut toa Y. M. Ct A. meet-
ing this. morning and heard some
good singing and preaching. They
told us If we were not good singers
we would not be good fighters, When
we got back to camp Bwingen sang
to 1helbns.a and they wanted him to}’
sing more, but he told them he had
mud in’ his throat and could not sing
any more; .-

We must cloge for this time with
the best regards to the boys up there. |’

H. H. Hagen and Alfred Swingen
24th Co., 160 Depot Brigade
Clu’t\ Custer, Mich,
. g
noticeable all the way coming r‘rlh
With the exception of Canada
were treated better at some of the
small desert towns thru New Mexico
and Arizona ihan anywhere else.

1 just heard now that we leave in
the morning: We're having Inspec:
tions every day. I've kept my com-
fort kit out of sight so they wouldn’t
get a chance to turn it down, but
think I can get by with it~ I heard

at |

-

| ine by the RedCross along the whole

{route, especially thru Canada. There
i long.
|peaple coming from the States into

| was certailnly some difference in the

1
| Canada. They simply couldn’t do
| enough for us. But the feeling was

this morning that our transport i3
here now so we won’t be here very
It sure tickled me when |
heard we wouldn't be sent to Rus-

sia.
Private Walter J. Thoreson.




