
THE GOVERNMENT LANDS. 

Thtnaaada Upon Thousands of Fertile 
Farm in Dakota Await Claim­

ant*.—The War to Oit 
Them Mad* Clear. 

THE AOBICULTUBAL UXSI 

are divided into two classes, one at $1.SS per acre, 
designated aa minimum, lying outside of railroad 
limits; the other at $2.50 per acre as doable min­
imum, lying within railroad limits. Titles are ac­
quired by purchase at public sale, by ordinary 
"private entry," or by virtue of the pre-emption, 
botaaatead, timber culture and other laws. Pur­
ine— at public sale are made when lands are 
"otored" at public auction to the highest bidder 
by proclamation of the president or by order of 
the general land office. Lands so offered and not 
•old, and not since reserved or withdrawn from 

"the market, can be secured by "private entry" or 
location. 

But none of fhe lands in Northern Dakota have 
ever been "offered" at public sale, all having been 
reserved for homesteads, pre-emptions and tree 
claims, on acconnt of their agricultural Value, and 
because this system is more in accordance with the 
interest of the masses and not for speculators, and 
under the public sale system. Sioux half' 
breed scrip can be used to purchase any surveyed 
land, but very little of this scrip is now outstand 
ing. Soldiers' additional homestead entries can 
also be purchased and laid upon any vacant sur­
veyed land, thus acquiring title without residence 
thereon. 

PRE-EMPTIONS. 

Heads of families, widows or single persons 
(male or female) over the age of twenty-one years, 
citizens of the United States, or who have declared 
their intention to become such under the naturali­
zation laws, may enter upon any "offered" or"un-
offered" lands or any unsurveyed lands to which 

: the Indian title is extinguished, and purchase not 
exceeding 160 acres under pre-emption laws. 
After making settlement, if on "offered" land, the 
applicant must file his declaratory statement with 
the district land office within thirty days, for 
which a fee of $8.00 is required, and within one 
year from date of settlement make fln&l proof of 
bis actual residence on and cultivation of the 
tract, and pay therefore at $1.85 per acre if outside 
of railroad limits, or $8.50 per acre if within these 
limits, and he may pay in cash or by military 
bounty land warrants, agricultural college, private 
claim or supreme court scrip. 

When the tract has been surveyed and Is not 
"offered" land, the claimant must file his or her 
declaratory statement within three months from 
date of settlement, and make proof and payment 

'• 'within ffifrfy-thrp* TTinntfrff f.rtu ijilt' 
is the first thing to be done under the pre-emption 
laws. 

When settlements are made on unsurveyed lands, 
settlers are required to file their declaratory state­
ments within three months after the date of the re' 
ceipt at the district land office, of the approved 
plat of the township embracing their claims, and 
make proof and payment within thirty monthB 
from the expiration of said three months, payment 
the same as in the case of "offered" land. 

Pre-emptors may submit proofs of residence and 
improvements at any time after six months of ac­
tual residence. lie must show by his own testi­
mony and by two creditable witnesses such actual 
residence and cultivation—a habitable dwelling 
and other improvements to the satisfaction of the 
land officers, that the spirit of the law has been 
complied with. 

At any time before the expiration of the time al­
lowed for proof and payment, the settler may, by 
making proper application at the land office, and 
paying the required fee, convert his claim into a 
homestead, and the time he has resided upon the 
land is credited on homestead residence If he de 
aires. No person who abandons his residence on 
his own land to reside on public land in the same 
state or territory or who owns 330 acres of land is 
entitled to the benefits of the pre-emption laws. It 
is held, however, that this does not apply to a 
house and lot in town. Claims cannot be trans­
ferred until title is perfected. The second filing 
of a declaratory statement by any pre-emptor, 
when first filing wasJegal In all respects, Is pro 
hibited. Before proof of any payment on pre 
emption claims, written notice must be given by 
the claimants to the register, who must post a no­
tice in his office and cause the same to be pub­
lished in a newspaper nearest the land for at least 
thirty days as in case of homesteads. 

HOMESTEADS. 

Any person who is the head of a family or who 
has arrived at the age of twenty-one years, and is 
• citizen of the United States or has filed his dec­
laration of intention to become such, is entitled to 
enter one quarter section or less quantity of unap­
propriated land under the homestead law. The 
applicant must make an affidavit that he is over 
the age of twenty-one or is the head of a family 
and that he is a citizen of the United States or has 
declared his intention to become such, and that 
the entry is made for his exclusive use and benefit 
and for actual settlement and cultivation, and 
must pay the legal fee and that part of the com­
mission required to be paid when entry is made, 
as follows: When within railroad limits, for 160 
acres, fee $10, commission, $8; for eighty acres, 
fee $5, commission $4. Outside of railroud limits, 
fee $18, commission $4, and in proportion for 80 
or 40 acres. When these requirements are com­
plied with the receiver issues his receipt in dupli­
cate and the matter is entered upon the records of 
the office. After faithfnl observance of the law In 
regard to actual settlement and cultivation for the 
continuous term of five years, at the expiration of 
that term or within two years thereafter, flnnl proof 
must be made, and if satisfactory to the land offi­
cers, that part of the commissions remaining un­
paid (the same in amount so paid on entry) must 
be paid. The register then issues his certificate 
and makes proper returns to the general land office, 
as the basis for a patent. 

Any settler desiring to make final proof must 
first file with the register a written notice of his 
Intention, describing the land and giving the 
names of four witnesses by whom the facts as to 
settlement, continuous residence, cultivation, etc., 
are to be established. His notice must be accom­
panied by a deposit of money sufficient to pay the 
cost of publishing the notice which the register is 
required to publish for thirty days (five times) in 
a newspaper designated by him, or arrange with 
the publisher of the paper therefor. Notice Is also 
posted in the land office for the same period. 

Final proof cannot be mude until the expiration 
of five years from the date of entry, and must be 
made within two years thereafter. In making 
final proof the homestead settler may appear in 
person at the district land office with his witnesses, 
and there ma e the affidavit and proof required, or 
he may, if by reason of bodily infirmity of dis­
tance, it is inconvenient for him to appear at the 
land office with his witnesses, appear before the 
judge of a court of record of the county or state, 
or district and territory in which the land is sit­
uated, and there make final proof. When a home­
stead settler dies before he can prove up, the wid­

ow, or in case of her death, her heirs may continue 
settlement and obtain title upon requisite proof at 
the proper time. In case of death of both parents, 
leaving infant children, the homestead may be 
sold for cash for the benefit of the children and the 
purchaser will receive title. 

The sale of a homestead claim to another party 
before completion of title is not recognized. In 
making final proof the settler must swear that no 
part of the land has been alienated, except for 
church, cemetery or school purpopes, or right of 
way of railroad. 

Homestead claims may be relinquished, but in 
such cases the land reverts to the government. If 
a settler does not wish to remain five years on his 
tract, he may pay for it, as under pre-emption law, 
In cash or warrants at any time after six months 
of actual residence. This proof must be made be­
fore the district officers. Homesteads are allowed 
six months after entry to commence improvements 
and establish residence, 

The law allows but one homestead privilege to 
any one person. 

Every person who saved not less than ninety 
days in tlie army or navy of the United StateH dur­
ing "the recent rebellion," who was honorably dis­
charged and has remained loyal to the government, 
may enter a homestead, and the time of his service 
shall be deducted from the period of five years, 
provided that the party shall reside upon and cul­
tivate his homestead at least one year after he com­
mences improvements. The widow of a soldier, 
or, if she be dead or has married again, the minor 
heirs (if any) may, through their guardian, make 
a homestead entry, and if the soldier died in the 
service, the whole term of his enlistment will be 
credited upon the term of required residence. 
Soldiers and sailors as above may tile a homestead 
declaratory statement for 160 acres of land through 
an agent, after which they have six months to tile 
their homestead. This latter entjy must be made 
in person. Thus a soldier who dasires to secure a 
claim may do so by sending a power of attorney 
and certified copy of his cischarge to some respon­
sible party here, who can tile for him upon the 
land selected. Land acquired under the home­
stead laws are not liable for any debt contracted 
prior to the issuing of the patent therefor.' 

THEE t'l.AIMS. 
Under the timber culture laws not more than 160 

acres on any one section entirely devoid of timber, 
can be entered, and no person can make more than 
one entry thereunder. 

The qualifications of applicants are the same as 
under the pre-emption and homestead laws. The 
land office charges are for 160 acres or more than 
80 acres, $14 when entry is made and $4 at final 
proof. For 80 acres or less, $9 at entry and $4 at 
final proof. The applicant must make affidavit 
that the land specified in his application is exclu-
alvt.lv nruirlo 1**—r I I III ill t 1 Tt If— 

GEO, li. LENHAM. 0 E. Mt KI8ER. 

BARNES COUNTY BANK. 
IiENHAH '& RISER. 

GENERAL BANKING BUSINESS TRANSACTED. 
J. M. BURRELL, Cashier; - ... SANBORN, Dak. 

Negotiate for Non-Residents First Mortgage Loans Bearing 

Interest, running Three and Five Years. 
INTEREST PAYABLE AN"2STCJAI1iXjY, 
on well Improved Farms for one-third their real value. Title direct from govern­

ment and FIRST-CLASS SECURITY in Every Respect. 
SOLICITED FOR ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING THE COUNTIES OP BARNES tyCORRESPONDENCE 

OB GRIGGS. 

J. S. RICKETTS, 
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW. 

Special Attention given tc Business 
before the U. 3. Land Office. 

SANBORN, DAK. 

his filing and entry is made for the cultivation of 
timber for his own exclusive use and benefit; that 
the application is made in good faith and not for 
the purpose of speculation, or directly or indirect­
ly for the use or benefit of any other |>erson or per­
sons; that he intends to hold and cultivate the laud 
und comply with the laws, and that he lias not 
previously made an entry under the timber culture 
act. 

The party making an entry of a quarter section 
is required to break or plow five acres covered 
thereby buring the first year, and five acres in ad­
dition the second veur. The live acres broken or 
plowed during the second year be is required to 
cultivate by raising a crop, or otherwise, during 
the third year, and to plant in timber, seeds or cut< 
tings during the fourth year. For entries of less 
than 160 acres the amount of land to be cultivated 
must be pro rata. Provision is made for extension 
of time in case drought or grasshoppers destroy 
trees. These trees he must cultivate and protect, 
and if at the experation of eight years from date 
of entry, or at any time within five yean there' 
after, the entrant, or, if he be dead, his heirs, shall 
prove, by two credible witnesses, the planting, cul 
tivating and protecting the timber for not lesB 
than eight years, and that there were at the end of 
the eight years at least 675 living, thrifty trees on 
each of the ten acres required to be planted, he, or 
they, will be entitled to a patent. It should be 
added that in making final proof it must be shown 
that "not less than twenty-seven hundred trees 
were planted to each acre." Fruit trees ure not 
considered timber in. regurd to cultivation of an 
entry under this act. 

It is not necessary that the ten acres should be in 
a compact body. 

Failure to comply with any of the requirements 
of the law at any time after one year from date of 
entry renders such entry liable to contest, and up 
on due proof of such failure the entry will be can­
celled. No land acquired under this law will in 
any event become liable to the satisfaction of any 
debt or debts, contracted prior to the Issuing of the 
final certificate therefor. 

BBMARKS. 
A qualified applicant cannot take a homestead 

and pre-emption claim at the same time, but he 
may take either and a tree claim at the same time. 
A man may take a pre-emption and a tree claim, 
and after proving np and obtaining title to his pre' 
emption, may then enter a homestead (or he may 
commute and pay for hie homestead and then take 
a pre-emption) and thus secure 460 acres of land 

We, the undersigned, have carefully read the 
above epitome of the land laws and find them cor 
rect. 

Hobace Austin, Register. 
Thos. If. Pceu, Receiver. 

It is said that Colorado legislators have 
refused as high as $3,000 apiece for their 
votes on United States Senator. There 
must have been witnesses around. 

The proposed hotel in Yellowstone 
Park, of which drawings are now in the 
office of the assistant secretary of the in-
terior, will be three stories high and con­
tain two hundred rooms. 

J. M. MELVILLE, 1 

CONTRACTOR AND BUILDER. 
000PERST0WN, DAK. 

Plans and specifications furnished on short no­
tice. All contemplating building are solicited to 
give me a call. 

COOPERSTOWN 

I V B R  
SALE AND FEED STABLES. 

! 

First-Class Rigs Always in Readiness, at Charges 
Most Reasonable. 

-o-

Experieiiced drivers, thoroughly acquainted with 
the country, furnished when desired. A trial trip re­
spectfully solicited by, YOUTHS Truly, 

B tables North of Big Hotel. 

D F. SIEGFRIED & CO., 

Druggists I Fkueisii, 
Front Street, Sanborn, D. T. 

A Full Stock of 
DRUGS. PATENT MBDICINE8, 

STATIONERY, CONFECTIONERY 
TOILET ARTICLES, 

PAINTS AND OILS 
Always on Hand. Large stock of 

CIGARS AND TOBACCOS. 
GUNS AND AMUNITION. 

0TA Call Solicited. H c'< 

J. W. SHANNON, 
-nun IK all kinds or— 

furniture 
—AKD— 

UUDEBTAEIBS' SUPPLIES. 
SANBORN, - - DAK. 

Agent for the New Howe and New 
Home Sewing Machines. 

A. B. ZINCG, 
-DEALER IN-

REAL ESTATE, 
OXULXBT 

—AND-
8ANBORN TOWN LOTS. 

Honey to Loan for Final Proofs, and Set­
tler* Located. 

fy Also Agent for N. P. R'y. Lands. 
BANBOBN, • - DAK. 

WASHINGTON'S 

Birthday Party! 
at PABK ATE. HOTEL, 

FEB'Y 22nd, 1883. 
Each Gentleman is Expected to bring one Lady, at 

least, if possible, and to Provide Himself with 
Dancing Slippers, as none will be Admitted 

to the Dancing Hall unless so provided. 

GOOD MUSIC will be in Attendance. 

GENERAL DTVITATIOlf EXTENDED. 

Tickets to Dancing Hall, 
including Supper, $2.50. 

TAKE IT! READ IT! 

& WnkfyPiniEr Friii 
FACTS for the FARMER! 

MARKETS for the MERCHANT ! 
MISCELLANY for the MECHANIC ! 

WISDOM for their WIVES ! 
CHATS for their CHILDREN ! 

Only $1.50 Per Annum. 
Send for Sample Ocpy. Addrwa 

PIONEER PRESS CO., 
St. Paul, Minn. 

PAYNE'S IO Hon* ••wfloArrMftnt 
Portable Kngine has cat 10,000 ft, of Michigan 
Pine Board fit 10 hours, bonUSf alata from tha 
•aw in eight foot lengths. 

Oar 10 Ben* Wt Qmmmtm to furalah power 
to saw 0,000 ftet of Ham lock boards 1b 10 boom. 
Our U Bmm wtU Mt 10,000 fmt la same tine. 
^LaI . Our Enginca are •canamiD 
•̂H. to furnlah a bona-power on 

H ISM fuel and water than 
any other Engine not fitted 
witb an Antomatio Cut-Off. 
If you want a Stationary or 
Portable Engine, Boiler. Cir-

Î HUj cular Saw Mill, Shafting or 
Miles, either castor Meddart's 
Patent Wrought Icon Pulley, 

^^^*6 nnd for oar illustrated Cata­
logue, - " for information and 
BTW. PAim ft 10111 Coming, X. T, 

COOPERSTOWN 

LUMBER CO. 
(GEO. L. LENHAM $ CO.) 

DRY LUMBER !  
DRY SHINGLES, 

DRY COMMON BOARDS, DRY STOCK BOARDS, 
DRY FINISHING BOARDS, DRY DIMENSIONS, 

DRY JOISTS, DRY SCANTLING AND TIMBERS. 
DRY SHIP LAP, DRY FLOORING, DRY LATH 

DRY CEILING, DRY SIDING 

CLEAR LUMBER, ETC. 
SASH, DOORS AND MOULDINGS, 

BRACKETS ,! ITS, 
t Battons, Building Paper, Nails, Locks, 

Lime and Plaster! 
Our Stock will, at all times, be large and 

ASSORTMENT COMPLETE! 
Orders received for the material to erect the Larg­

est or Smallest Building, and Promptly Ex­
ecuted. Estimates on Furnished 

Application. Dry Lumber a Specialty. 

Prices Very Low. Terms Strictly Cash. 

CEO. L. LENHAM * CO., 
8 AN BORN, BARNES CO.. DAK. 

Fargo Roller Mills 
Flour at Wholesale and Retail. 

ORDERS BY MAIL OR TELEGRAPH ALWAYS PROMPTLY ATTENDED 

«*»a^»ON THE USUAL TERMS.-—"— 

<S. A. robkkt©. 

The CASH PRICE Paid for Wheat 


