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DAKOTA LEGISLATURE. |

YANETON, Jan. 20.—The legislature is mak-
“iug a very good beginning in avoiding special
legislation. which is forbidden by the organic
act, but which the legislators * heretofora have.
not  always fuily regarded. | ﬂ
Nickens has in uced & ° Jhi
extending the time when taxes shall become
dehinguent from the fourth Yonday in Febru-
ary to the fourth Monday in May. This was
done in order to accommodate farmers of
North Deko'a.  When the'bill was objected‘to
its eponsor . becameo e % Finally
it  was alb:ond__od, : o8 to in.
clude oni tufemsn unty,
ft diod Tuo *dckfn’ hn"!?gi
passed one or two other bills changiug individ-
ual names, which should be done by the
couris; but these measures, while special, are
harmlcss, and will go throngh without the
governor's gignature.  Mr, Burdick introluced
a bill whioh will be of gener:l interest. It de-
fines the feess of clerk< of district courts.
The cnde says the fees shall be the same as in
the Un ted States district court, and refers 1o
the Uniwd States: revised statutcx 'As these

statutea’ :gres . not ., genomiily .1:: accos-i
sible, the publié do  not  know
whether tho clerks charge proper
fees or not. Bardick’s bili maukes no

decided change, but makes the knowledge defi-
nite. In the honse Mr. Wacner, from the com-
mittes on Territorial affaira, reporied favoratly
the bill to organizs and‘majutainthe Univarsity
of DakKota, located ay Vermillhion, with ameéna-
ments and favorable recommendation. Tho bill
passed. Bills to iocorporate ghe :vill:ge: of
Buffalo and to ameud the acts: ingprporating
Mandan and Grand Forks, have l%een iutro-
Jucid. Mr. Wagner introduced a bill whieh in’
effect provides that the town of Springficld be
required 10 donato twenty iustsad of eighty
acres of land in order to secure a normal
achool nnder theact padsed twoycars ago, The
bill anthorizing the towa of Huron ite 1s:ue
$18,000 in 8 ver eont bonds, inorder to  fund
outsianding warrants and bmld a school bouse,
was favorably reported. with an amendment
providing that the  measure  must
tiret receivo the assent of a
majority of vo'ers in the said school diatrict.
A bill wa'l be introduced Menday to ervect the
county of Hale out of the castern portion of
Lawrence connty.  Deadwood is the county
scat of fiawrence, and is in the westera partot
the county, which i mnearly nipety
milea from cast to west. The mines are in the
western portion, while the eastern foothilla are
populated by farmeras whoare anxious to be
severed from the mining region with.attendjug
high taxes. The country is- large enough
for two and the bill 1 likely: to 3
The bills creating Raynmond and Becker coun-
fics are exciting some interesi, a8 there are
wed- hero who hope fo profit from the
ensuing  conniy  secat Tusiness. T'he
Devil's Lake new county scheme i3
quiet. Little opposition will develop
againet these countics, as the new ones created

Aameadment provided thattue people nvang in

-] wWay arouses interest.

YANETON, Dak., Jan 23.—In the council th
bill muking the grand jury to consist of unot
more than twenty-thrce nor less than sixteen
passed, also the memorial to congress asking
for increased representation. The memorial
provided that the additional expense be borne
by the Territory. Also, tnhe bill providing for
2:! destryiction of hbraes afflicted with gland

8, aftey frialiby juty. - Walsh gave' notice ot
a bi]l to'remove the capital from Yankton The
fouiunate plice was not ment oned, but the an-
nontoemont made quite a stir. In the house
the foilowing bills were iutroduced:

"' By"Mt; Benson: ‘Raducipg leuzth of residence
unie rrom ning monthe to

useessurEy gor arre,

ninety dags; by M2 Van Wert, deemptine. from

‘axatioff,fat v%‘\ orfy: acress which coutain

tive achys o growing] RS W RN
Quite a lively skirmish took place in the

Lon~e to-day on an amendmeut of the bitl de-
finine the bonndariea of Mandan county. The

thar portion of Lawrence county to be placed
in Mandan coun:y shou!ld not be releas-d by
the actfrom payving their 2tare of the bondod

ind btedness of Lawrsnce county., Mr. Rice
cpposed this aud stioagly denonnced al.
the  rparties . who  had a hand
i’ crehidag . the. limmunhde: indebteducss

of . Lawebod’ dounty, mentioning “Jodse
Moody as especially  responsibie, Mr.
Rico gave notica of a Lill which is bound to
create mueh interest in railroad circles. The
biil will amend Chap. 46 of laws of the ses-
sion of 1876, This is the chapter upon rail-
Loads, aud any approach towarus that subjoct
) }a‘ M. Rico was i er-
wiawed régarting ms fMtehtrons,” ana eara the
hill when introduced would ywrovide for the
local axation of railroyl property, ‘in place; of |
the prescut sydiem gf taxazon unon, the 83!
rackips of rulvoadicompaniess - His moasare
will  be  rimilar to  those 8o Loty
contested and  defeatad at the laet sca-
sion of the leg'slature, Tho varicus 1ailroad
corporations which have done much to develop
Dakoth aré oppo:ad to fhie'chan e the system
of taxAtion priposed.” Mr. Towicr gave hofice
i1 the bouse of the introduction of a bill wuich
will cAuse eome stir, as it 18 in effecr a sort of
dociara'jon of war azaiust the governor on the
par: of certain neribern members.  Tho titlo
of the proposed bill anacunced is:
An act ‘o amend Secs. 1 and 2,
the noittical code, Sees. 1 and 2, of C
coda, which provides that wlhenever
voters of anunorganized scount
arnof of the TerrXory fororganizgtion, and*hgshall
beedbm= sglistfed that tle eouuty has atequisite
number of legal voters to entitle it to organization,
e shall appoint thres residents of sucli county as
count: commissioners and they shall proceed to
organiz: the caunty. - i =
. The inte@t jof. tho proposcd bill, is t8' tuke
from’the gowvd ]
ties audpings~ik in the hands ot Aluve othier
party or partiel’ Mr. Towncr is not certain
abons the gourre ip he parsned, bat favo:s giv-
dng to district judges wi tae districts where the
reorganized counties lie the authority to act in
such c1ses8 by calling a special election in the
county which applies for organization. Mr.
Jeraud introdnced a biil to prevent the im-

Chap. 21 of
— of the
fifty or more
pellilon thegov-

aY0 1aTg0 enough, mua (N AIVISIGN merely a
question of time, It is asserted, however, that
somo difficulty has been found ih detining
what will probably be the principal county of
that section, on account  of the location
of the county seat at a ceniral
voint whero the railroad people
will be sure tr go. Tho schicme to divide Bon-
homme and Huicbhinson into four counties, an
account of which was given yesterday, is quiet
Iis supporters have boen working bard for
several days, and itis sard they are not elated
over ths prospect for =success The
lobbyists have gone homo for the present
without having fixed things as they desired.
It is said that Zichach, councilman, and Robin-
son, represeutitivd, both of Scotland, favor
the scheme, nliale Capt. Wagner, Robiusou’s
colleagne, i3 etrongly opposing the m.asure,
Tho latter ti.inks the plan has no prospect for
success, and tis words are doubiiess true; for
a boiy oo men who won'd vote tor these bills
would pass alimostsuything in the line of legis-
lation.

YANKTON, Jan. 22.—-Both branches of the legis-
lature to-day accepted the invitation of the Phil
Koarney Grand Army poet to attend the lecture of
Judge Edgerten Wednesday evening. Mr. Walsh
introdnced a mmorial, asking that congress make
no change {n the present homestead and
pre-emption laws, which passed its third
reading under a suspension of therules. Mr. Bur-
dick's memorial for increased membersbip in the
conncil to twenty-tive and the house to seventy-
five, was read a secoud time and referred to the
cowmittee on printing. It has been suggested to
amend the memorial by providing that the Ter-
ritory bear the increased expense. Walsh's
motion for the appointment of an appor=
ifonment committeq: of five prerailed.  Mr.
Nickens introduced a bill authorizing the county
commissioners of any county having jurisdiction
over unorganized territory to graut liceuses to sell
liguor in such unorganized territory. Mr. Burdick's
bi!l, providing for fire escaves in hotels, passed. la
the house the Lill grantiug relief to sufferers from
hail storms in Lawrence county passed, eslso the
bill authorizing Huron to issue bonds to take up
warrants, and erect a school building. Mr. Rice's
bill, punighing rape ni on children upder ten years
with death wis unfavorably veported,Tana lost, 3fr.

Benson introduced a bin to incorporate the
viliage of LEllendale, Dickey county; also
to authorize that school distrtict to

issue bonds; by Alired, to incorporato the villuge of
Buffalo, Cass county.
THE DEVIL'S LAKE COUNTRY.

Mr. Wilson will introduce a bill erecting Beuson
county, taking two tiers of the townships from
Ramscy and three from De Smet. A glauce at the
map will show that a town near the exircme
Northwest and of Devil’s lake will ba near ths
central portion of this new county. This is the
third new county thus far heard from in the Devil's
lake country and still there is more to follow.

While there may not be much that is
obj=ctionable in the bills creating these
new counties, it will be generally notiesd

that a townsite has baen picked and tho =ounties
defined so as to fit the towaosite, It is ruwmored
to-night that some interesting proceedings will
shortly develon in relation to the Devil's Lake
country,involving the organization of Ramaey coun-
iy, 48 it now siands, and the erection of these cew
counties. The matter is quiet as yot, but a mem-
ber who knows something about it says: “'Look
out for breakers. I bhave uo fear of this legisla-
ture doing anything that will not beac the
light of day, though of course combina-
tious for local interests may boom." Several
ruembers of the house said to-day in regard to the
proposed comanty of Becker. to be formed from the
southern vortion of Ransom, that while no objec-
ticn existed to forming a new county they have
decided objections to the name. Mr.
Becier is a young man—a fresh young
man, they say—and they can sce no reason for
bonoriug bim io this way. The bill will pass, I
think, but the name will be changeld. Matters at
Washington are watched with much fnterest by
members of the levislature and the evening daily
to-night reflects a tolerably general sentiment
wheu it savs that there 1s a strong dispositiom in
legislative circlesto
TAKE HOLD OF THE STATEHOOD QUESTION

independent of congress. If that boay fails to act
favorably upon the matter, the popular plas isto
arrange for a  coostitutional counvention
acd to make provision for the selection
uf two United Senators and cne representative, the
counties south of the forty-sixth parallel to par-
ticipate in conventiou proceedings and elections.
This can be done without overstepping con-
stitutional  bounds.

t Territory has a
right to adopt a Btate copstitution
and demand of congress’ A& recoznition

of its right, also to choose congressional represen-
tatives and ask that they be accorded seats und
votes. The feeling is that all work in the direction
of a dmission shou.d not ba l«ft in the hands of dis-
interested parties at Washingion, but that peonle
of Dakota should thamselves crowd matters upon’
the artention of the geveral goverbmeut. In
connection  with  thesy  uroce«dines a vro-
vision snoula ba made~ fOr securing
an _ accurate census of North and
south Dukota, together with statistics’ of growth,
productions and fluancial standing. Armed with
convincine facts and fizures of this nature, even a
Democratic ¢ ingress canunot, without committing
an outrage, deny us Statehoid. The proposed ace
tion is rot without precedent, many of the States
buaving performod the preliminary work before
their cas:s went to cougress.

r axdliority tororgenizé coun- p

1eal estata belonging to bim or her. Mr, Sco
bey also iutro mnced a vil which vrovides that
in care a debror ahail a‘tempt to conceal his
property, remove the same from the Territory,
or attmpt to askign i to aly persm,
or in case crodit is obiained by false represen-
tations, then the dabtor shall be entitled to no

X+ mptious except such as are defined as abso

lute.
A LIVELY DISCUSSION

t ok place in the council over a bill providing
thit in case of a petition of seven residents of
a county, the district a‘torney shall take an ap-
peal to the district court from any decision of
couuly comuissioners, provided that in tho
opinion of the district a toruey there is suf-
ticient ground for the appeal. The bill was
recommitted. Houre I).llls introduced:

By Mr. Pyatt, toattach certain unorganized ter-
ritory to Richland county; by Mr, Tychen, requir-
ing ministers to file their credentials with registers
of deeds before they cau perform the marriage
ceremony, and to examin= at least one of the can-
didates under oath as to the legal qualifications of
both candiulates; by Mr. Harvey, tor building a
court house and jail in Walsh county: by Mr.
Rinehart, for the protection of sheep, horses, cattle
and other animals against vicious dogs.

House bills passed:

To amend the law establishing a normal school
at Spriugtield, by decreasing the donation of land
requir+d from eighty to twenty acres: exewnpting
from taxation for ten yeurs forly acres of
iand which contains five wcres of growing timber:
reducing the time of residence required for gualifi-
cations as notary from nine to three mounths; legal-
izing the acts of Edwin 1. White as notary public,
who hal inadvertently used his seal after the oxpie
rution of Lis commissiou; mukivg it unlawful to
Kill quail fu Dakota for five years, ameaded so as to
exclude Yankton, Clay fm\l Bon Homme counties.

JUDGE MOODY'S COMPENSAT ON.

The legi<lative assemb 'y iwo vears ago passed
a bill over the sovernor’s veto, giving Judge
Moody $2.400 extra salary.  His =alary Irom
the Uinited States governmient is $3,000, which
was payable out of the fundsin the treasnvics
of the conutics of the Black Hills, This extra
-alary was made a preferred e aim against the
Hiillsconn'y and was to be granted only =0
long as Judge Moody was the judic al ineum-
bent.  This unfortunate measure bhas caused
much adverse eriticism against the judze. 1t
iv asserted that the taxpavers in the Hills are
almost unanimous in tucir opposition to the
law  Mrv. Rinbart has given notico that ho will
introduce a bili repealing the law.  Nothing
nocw has developed in the line of excite-
ment caused by Mr.  Powers' annonnce-
ment of Lis intention to introduce
a bill to change the method of orzanizing coun-
ties, It is said the vill kas been drawn, and
that it will provide that on the application of
an unorganized county tho judge ot the district
eourt of the district in which the applying
eounty is located shall call an election, ut
shich a Tull set of county officors will ho
plected, and the county seat will bo temporarily
focated at the same election. The oflicers of
the county 1 which the court is held for the
subdivision will canvass the vote, and the clerk
of the court will issne the certificates of
slection.

AT PRESENT
the governor appomnts threo commissionera,

portation of T'exas and Cherokee catde. ; It in
clamned that these 'cattle .bring discase with
them and that pative slock passiug over ground
on which they have been herded will become
infected. The health of her native stock is a
eource of pride to Dakota, and it would scem
proper that dus care bo takon to preserve it
from the inroads of diseases cntircly foreign
1o it

The council committee on elections had a
hearing to-day iu the contested cane of McCanly
against Donaldsou, with tho best legal tak:nt in
Yaonkton emploved. Hughes and Gamblo av-
paesred for the coutestant and Tripp and Weat
for thio ritting momber. ‘I'ho contestunt was
heard in full, bu' the dofenso ask:d for time,
as the poll booke zud otliar imporrant evidence
werc delayed by tlie anow Dlockade.  The con-
testant asserted that this Gemand for timo was
merely 1o delay the casa and hold tho seat
through the ion. Tho commiliee ad-
journad for two

YANETON, Jan. 21 —The legisiative session to-
day was quiet. The house judiciury committee re-
ported adversely the bill making $£500 the mini-
it license fee and $1,000 the maximum,  The
hilt was' then referrad to a ‘spocidl committee.
Muny members hops it will fars better bére, as
they recard a bigh liceusa aa the proper solution of
the telperanceissue. Mr. Thompson inivroduced a
bill increasing the personul vroperty exemption
from ¥1,500 to $2,000. The clause which exem)ts
homesteads and different articles of house furni-
ture are repealed by this bill.  Honse bills passed:
Fixing compeusation of assessors of Peanninegton und
Custer county at £5 per diem: providing for pay-
ment of attorney’s fees in cases of forcible entry
aud d-tainer: providing clerks for judiciary com-
wittees incorporating the village of Mundun. No-
tica of bouse bills: By Mr. Huarvey, to provide for
the building of a court house and jail in Walsh
county; by Mr. Nowliv, incorporating Ranid City:
by Mr. Sterling, to erect a court house and jail in
Beadle couuty: by Mr. Inman, to provide for cheap

and uniform text bools in  the public
schools — a wuch needed measure; by
Mr. Pyatt, to attach to dich and

county vortions of eight townships betwe:n tnat
county and the Sisscton reservation, which by an
error do not now come within the limits of any
county. ‘T'be owners of the land—about 75,000
acres—are identitisd with Richiaud connty. Lliere
are, in different sections of the Territory. muny
townshins which Lave been overlooked. A bill is
now pending to attach twelve such townshins to

. Mr. Inman intredn ed a joint reso-
qution providing for adjouinn
the lesisluture hias authori
Mr. Towner, who
would introdu

ut I'eb. 17,althongh
rity to sit until March 10,

anuounced that he

W ORGANIZING COUNTIES
out of the governor's Lands a3 not yet done so for
the reason, ag several mombers hav aid. that he
hus not met with sufficient encouragement inthis
declara on of war avains: govercvor. ‘The true
fuwardness of the situati S 1ear ascan be ascer-
tained, is that the gover: is #xid 10 have for-
wirded commissions orga 2 Hamsey county,
while Towner, Lamonre and Walsh, real estato
boomers, had anorhier set of comwissioners plcked
out. thoogh it is said they did not suygest
their names to the governor or ask  the
appointment of any one until som-+ tinie af er,
The matter will gniet dowr, especially us the ma-
jority of the mewbers seem 1o have no desire for
any unpleasantness growing out of the success or
appoiniment of town site speculators. o the mat-
ter of dividing Bon Homme and Hutchinson
counties so as to form a new coun:y, of which Scot-
land shall bs the county seat, and Sprinefield the
county seat of the remnant of Bon Homme county,
the McCoy-Day-Brivkerhoff lobby are at work.
They have rooms ut the Jencks, where wines and
cigars are free for all. McCoy und Day bLave
herstofore hold full sway ‘n Bon Homme county,
and accumulated a large indebtedness. They ave
fought hard to regain their power, but without
The ing of this slicing-up move-
ment is purely for makiog county seats and regain-
g lost power. Ziebach of the council and Robin-
son of ‘the house, both residents of Scotland, favor
the division schemne, while Capt, Wagner, the Bon
Homme member of the house, stronglv opposes the
measure. ‘I'ne people in both counties are thor-
oughlv aroused and are sending Cavt. Wazner a
decided remonstrance. It confain« seventy-five
siguatures from Sprinzfield, while the other side
cannot muster over fifty. Eight hundred names
are e ed from Bon Homme, and over 1,000
from Hutchinson agaiust the scheme.

YANETON, Dak., Jan. 25.—Mr. Washabaugh
introduced a resoiution in the council for ap-
pointing & joint committee of t.ree councilmen
and five represeatatives to diaft a bill for a
constitutional convention for South Dalkota.
Under a suspension of the rules the resolution
wos immediately put uyon its third reading and
passage without dissent. This wounld s¢em ioin-
dicatc that there was a uvanimity of s2ntimentin
regard to begiuning the ercction of a State. Itis |
claimed that history affords precedents for this |
programme, but a member siid to-day that he |
failed to see the benefit ari-ing from the act on.

n

! principle.

who in tirn appoict the other officers and tem-
porarily locate the county seat. The cliauge
might not bo an unwise ono as an abstract
Debato will be made in the interest
of partiecs who are managing county acats.
Gov. Ordway has always been eminently fair
in making these appointments. He has de-
voted much Wmo 1o hcaring parties and exam-
ining papers and in many cases has visited tho
conuties in pereon.  While, in view of tha con-
tests for coun'y seats, there are always disap-
pointed pariies, there is no need for making the
change, which is, of course, nnder tho civeum-
stances, & refliction upon the governor's ac-
lions in this respeet. It iy doubtful whether
the bill can pass, and it will unaonbtedly tuil
sbon.d the governor veto it

YANKTON, Dak., Jan. 26.—Mr. Juckson in.
troduced in the council a ill to amend the di-
voree law, making actual separation for threo
years suflicient grounds for divoreo; also, when
it shiall appear impossible for partics to live
peaceably tozethor, and whon soparation shall
be for the best iutercsts of Loth, Mr, Mcln-
tosh introdnced a bill to raliove the taxpayers
of Davison county. It appoars that therois a
dispnute over the trcasurership of Davison
connty, and the object of the bill isto delay the
payment of taxes, without ponatty, until the
matter iy gcttled.  Mr. Walsh introduced a hill
to estaliish the oflice of county at orney, an
oftice which iy greatly mneeded, as  boarde
of commissioners have no regularlegal advisor.
Mr. Jackson's Lill fo= the prot setion of shonffs
and depntics by providing that ncither fees not
mileags shall be pad to any person who muy
serve a summons in a justice’s conct unless tha
wame be an officer, was lo<t 1 council. Mr
Wilsh's bill providing for the repeal of Sees
HO7 to G135, inclusive, of Chap. 28 of civil vro-
cedare inrelation to foreclosing mort :nges by
alvertizement, was lost in the counneil. Tha
house Lill vacating a part of Phitliva avenne,
in Sionx Falls, passed the council. In the
Liouse the incident of the day was the

LRESIGNATION OF JUDSON LAMOURE

of Pembima as sergeant-at arms. Lamonrg
hay servidd two term= a8 member of the honse,
bat last fa'l failed to catehr on to the nomina-
tion. Nevertheless, he came to the capital and
mado a ruccessfnl canvass for the posiiion
ramed.  Tao rea-on given for throwing aside
the hosors thns thrast upon him is il health,
on acconnt of the confinement, Somo, how-
ever, havo put jt that limoure has found
that he cannot  wicll the influence hery
that he 1nteuded, and that he can ecm-
ploy him=cif to better  advantage
elscwhere, certheless, Lamonrs  is nos
well  Heds now carrvine his arnin a sling in
consequence of a payiul tantrom ouve of Yauk-
ton's wost prominent business mon. On mo
t.on of Mr. Pyatt of Wahpetonu, Thenelors Rei-
ier of Ricbluid connty wus ciected to till tho
vaciney Honse bils introduced:

By Mr. Steriing—i"or erectine a court house and
jail in lieadlys county: by Mr. Rice, to legalize tho
record of conveyances of land whers  the  record
shows no seal to the cartificate of tho offices; also,
a bill defining the force and eff+ct of instruments
heretofore recorded in the ofice of the register of
deeds, when they were fot entitied to record; by
Mr. Nowlin, to rezulate application for pardons; by
Mr. Tychsen, to require the reading of the Bible in
publicschocls.

There was 8 good deal of hide and seek
plaving to-day over Mr. Tiomisou’s bill
amending the license laws.  Tu s bill provides
that the minimum fee to sell hquor whall bs
F200. reduced by amondment from $3500, and
the mexunum ¥1,000; that the applicaut shail

give a ¥$1,000 bond, with two aure-
tiee, that the applicant sbull  keep
an orderly housa; that Lo will

permit no g «mbling upon the premises where
the lignor i4 10 be sold or in any adjoin:ng room
«r building, and to close 3t 11 o'clock at mght.
The bill

PASSED BY TWO MAJORITY.

Nowlin moved a reconsideration, as several
memb rs bad not fu.ly realizad for what they
were voting. The reconsideration prevailed,
Mr. Thomp=on himself voting for it wheu he
saw it would succe«d. Thereupon he gave uo-
tic2 of a motion to reconvider, a «d Nowlin then
moved that the voto by which th= bill was de-
feated be recouridered and that ths motion to
reconxider lie ou the table.  Mr. Rlice’s railroad
tax bill has vot yet been iutroluced, but sev.
era railroad men are in towa to look af:er
their intere=ts. Ths goveruor's message ree-
ommende | that no ehange be made at present
in the methol of tax ng railroads. 'ﬂle law
pow in foree levies a tix o' 2 per cent on
gro«s carmings, which for 1881 amonn‘ed to
newly $36,000, an | will be gr atiy iverecsed

Congress already koows that Sonth Dakots has
amp.e population for Stit:hool, and if they
wiil uot admit her row, they will not afrer such '
preliminary . action There is, however, no
veafbt of the resolntion tassing the house. Nr
Scobey inteoduced a bill providing that in casc
a husband or wife sball be guilty of dererii n

o' sen eaced to one year's imj1isonment, the
otluer wasty =hull have the right t) contro. the

for Jast year wnen the reports are in. Ax the
3 ver cent rate will go 1nto effect next yeur
the governor th uzht tie tax in-
com? would +00n r ach  §100,000,
an ¢ that in view of the fasct thet the railro:ds
were extending their Hoes into an unsertled
conunt y whers tne husiress wouid at first bo
light, it would be fairer to tux the grossreceipts
t.au accordiag to tue valus of vroverty. Tt ia

-
not probable that Mr. Kice's bill can pass, and

the railroad peopls therefors need not be over
soiicitious.  Mr. Rice will also introduce a bill
providng for a board of railroad commission-
ers, to which there will probably be no oppo-
sition,

THE OVERGROWN TERRITORY.

PETTIGREW RAKES IN SOME STATISTICS.

WasHiNGTON, Jan. 26.—Delegate Pottigrew
has ottiined from the general land oftice some
interesting  statisties. showing the wonderriul
growth of Dako'a, which heintends to mak:
uso of when tne bill for the division of that
Territory is taken up. It appears from thie
statement that the whole nnmber of original
homesteads tuken in Dako'n from January,
15863, the time of the organization of
the Teiritors, to June 30, 1880, inclu-
sive, was 20 812, The popnlation at the
date last mentioned was 135,000, iudicating a
proportion of 41s persons to cach howmestead
entry,  From July 1, 1880, to Dec. 31, 1882,
the whole number of original homestead en-
tries in Dakota was 35,355, indicating, at the
rato of vue bomestead to 41 persons, an iu-
crease of population to 161,048, of whom
104,000 are in Southern Dakota; and 57.048
in Northern Dakota, At the time of the census
there were 100,000 in Southern Dakota and
35,000 in Northern Dakotn, o0 on Jan 1,
1883, there wore 205,000 people i the pro-

poscd  State of  Dakomn and 90,048 in
tho proposed Territory of North Dakota.
The population of the wholo Territory

was therefore 2040 04N, As a fmthor evidenc:
of the immense growh of the Terr tory itis
shown that the receipts of the postoftice de-
pariment from Dakota alone for the quarter
ending Scpt. 30, 1880, were $32,321, aud for
quartir ending Sept. 30, 1882, they wore
FOG,350, ovor twice as large as they wero for
the Juno quarter of 1880. Thero are now
al least five Stat2s in the Union which yicld a
smaller revenue 8o far as postofice redeipta
are concerned than Dakota. Tuese are Dela-
ware, Florida, Nevada, Oregon and West V-
ginia.
THE DAKOTA FORESTRY BILL.

On the first call of States and Terintorios for
the introduction of bills Mr. Pcttigrew will in-
troduce a bill 1o be known as the Dakota fores-
try bill. 1t will provide for—

The eranting of 100 sections of unappronriated
lana in Dakota to the coming State, to be immedi-
ately selected by the secretary of the interior, ap-
praised and sold at their appraised valuae on ten
5" annual payments, no deeds on patents to be
viven to tho wpurchasers until after  they
have planted at least twelvo acres of forest
trees  on  cach  gnarter soction  and  kept
them in good growing condition for at
least eight years, the frees to be planted at such
place or places on the quarter section as shall he
designated at thoe tiwme of the purchase,by a forestry
commission, for which the bill provides. The
money derived from the sale of the lunds is to form
a fund to bLeo invested iugovernment bouds, or
othor good securities, the Inferest of which is to be
used for the establishment and maintenavce of a
school of forestry and exverimental stations.  ‘T'his
institution is to be under the supervision of
u  board of thres commissioners, two  of
whom are to be practical roresters appointed by
the president and coufirmed by the sonate, nod one
aproiuted by the governor of the Stute of Pakota
und contirmed by the highese hranch of the State
legislature, the commissioners to hold their offices
for ten years or during good behavior. If the pro-
ceads of the lanld sold for this purpose excoed
FLO0,000, the excess is to be used in constructing
buildivgs and experimental forestry stations, if it is
found necessary to do so.

It is hardly expected that the bill ean become
a law this congrees, but s introduction wil}
attract sitention to the rubjeet, and it is under-
stood that it will be reintroducd by Delegate
Bavmona and pressed for fiual passago.  Mr.
Petiiziew say= that the present timber act is
wholly ineffectual, and the only way that any-
thing can Le accomplished in the diree ion ot
tree enltore in Dakota is by 8ome such Jaw as
b proposes.

Prevention ot Land Frawds,

Commissioner MeFarland has issued a cireu-
lar to receivers and rezisters of land oflices,
instrueting them that whenoever relinquish-
meuts of pro-cmption, homestead or timber
culture, filings or entrics are presgented in such
time or manner a8 to affora reasonabie ground
for helief that the entry was macle frandualently
for specu ation, aud nocin geod faith, accepr-
ance of rednquishmen's mest bo withheld snd
tho facts rejorted 1o cornmissioner says:

Obviously a timber @ £t e entry catinot have
beer made in good faith w..on the relinguishment
thereof 18 executed at the time of entry or is im-
madiately thereafter offe for sale, or offered for
sale at any time as a matter of speculation.  The
fact that a relinquishment of any filing or entry is
excented at the date of filing or entry or immedi-
arely thereafser is of itself suficient evidence that
he filine or entry was frondulently made.  IRe-
iquishments in such cazes will be promptly re-
jecied and the facts reported to this office. When
the evidence of relinguishment at dato of entry is
conclusive or asecrtainable yon will also report the
facts to the United States diztiet attorpey or euter
complamt hefore the nearest Onifad™ States com-
minsioner, fn order that parties guiity of taking
fulse oaths or fruudulently attenpting to enter pub-
lie lands may be eriminally prosecnted.

W hiere relinguishimments are e¢xecatad in blank and
tha dites subs quently fi-é1 in, the relingushment
will oo decmed, for the purpose of adjudication by
(s oniee, tave Vewn oxe entind ot Qute of cntry,

Tle fact that a relinquishment of an entry or filing
is at any timo putin the market as a matter of com-
mon salo and specnlation, or that &uch relinguish-
ment is in sny wanner made the subject of specu-
lative negotfation, is presumptive evidence that the
claim was fraudulent in its inception. This pre-
sumption may be overcome by nroof, showigg the
circumstances under which the entry is proposed to
be relinguished, where such circumstances afford
sufficient grounds for the rolinquishment without
impeaching the good faith of the entry. But the
vurden of proof in such cases will be upon the entry
man to show his good faith, and the evidence must
e clear and convinciog.

Purchinsers of relinquishments of fraudulent
filings or entries should underatand that they pur-
chase at their own risk 8o far as the United States
is concerned, and must seck their own reinediag
under local laws against those who. by imnosing
such relinquishments upon them, have obtained
their money without valuable consideration.

DAKOTA AND TEXAS,
MAXEY AGAINST EPLITTING THE LATTER.

Washington Special to Chicage Times: There
Las been n good deal of talk among the Demo-
crats during the lant few days to the effect that
they wonld not objuct tothe admission of the
southern portion of Dakota as a State, providod
Texa= were divided into threc Siates, They ar-
sued thut Texus was large enough to make
three Stat-# as large as the largest of the States,
and that she had population enru h to furnish
three Biates with necessary inliabitants to se-
sdmission to the Union, nt there i=n't much
inthis talk. In speakiog of the matter to-day,
Seustor Maxey said:

1 bave heard lately a great deal of talk from
Democrats of making three Srates out of Texas,
Members of cougress have talked to me ,about it.
As everybody knows, the division of Texas into
three or more States is not a matter for the con-
sideration of congress, but for the people of f'exas,
and when men outside of Texas advise wmaking
three Stutes out of it their advice is, to say the
ity & littie imperi it. Thers s not one
in a hondred that wanis the grand old State
divided. There are a few parrow-gauge men here
who wonld like to see somothing of the kind dene,
not because they wunt 10 iucrease the streng:l ot
the Dewmocratie party, but because they think their

getting an offics wonld be muitiplied.
en can never get an «fllce in Texas, and
ow it. Sume out-ide Democerats think that
un the State the intuenct the Demo-
vould be increased, paiticuiariy in 1he
euute. I am a Democrat, Lut 1 love
r than tlie Democratie party, and 1

Lolieve that auy true Texan harbors the samy feel-
ing. You may rest assured that ‘Texas wiil remain
as she is duriug anotlier geueration as least,

A BALTIMORE ROMANCE.

Ernault Willlams Trying to Recover
His Fortune After Marrying to Suic
Himself.

A special dispatch to the Philadelphia
Times from Baltitmore, says: A sensa-
tion has been create ! in gociety circles
here by Lirnault Williams, the son of
George Hawking Williams, president of
the Maryland state senute, marrying
againgt his father's wishes; and then to-
day filline & motion in the circuit court
to set aside a deed of trust by which he
bad conveyed to hiis father all of his prop-
erty in consideration of an annaity of
32,000, In the motion tiivd recently tue
young man simply states that the reasous
for the transter which existed a: the
time of gigning the deeut of stist do not
now cxist and askyio bo given control
of his owh property.

Early la tspring it became known in
high society here that Ernault Williams
was  encaved to be married to Miss Liz-
zie Hazelitt, of this city, Young Wil-
Lams is one of the best known society
mef in Bulm'no;«, and the announce-
mont attracted considerable’ attention,
which did hot wWane 'when the clder Wil-
liwms it was rumored, was bitterly op-
posed  to the match. The wedding day
was fixed for June 1Hth last. Cards were
issucd, the , bride's irosseau was pre-
pared, when a few davs before the
marriage the groom set sail for Europe,
and society was lost in wonder. Later
it transpired that previous to the groom’s
departure he h:ul been compelled to
make a deed of trust to his father of his
entire fortune, amounting to $250,000,
indirect from his grandfather, the late

John &, Gittings. It is said that at the
time there was a § ri&)ﬁ sceng between
futher and sonyandeliit  the Jatter was

pergad dj_lgd’ the desd by Sen-
atar Wﬂ!i‘u B )“haq wavsexercised

QX st‘-"l)n::'bdnﬁ'a over the voungd. When: -
the groom-elect, nppm'entl_\' much against
his will, went to New York before sail-
ing for Liverpgol, ho.wrote along letter
to his finance, gsturing ther, .of his con-
tinued love and degine:to marry her and
promising to*speedily return. During
his absence abroad he corresponded
with her regularly, though his father, it
is said, knew nothing of the love' letters
that were passing between them.

About a month ago Ernault returned
home, and twenty-four hours after lns
arrival the cards were again  issued for
the wedding; and tho"»hn?py couplo;were
murried abjut thrao'weclss ago’ In the
presence of a fashionable assemblage at
the residence of the bride’s parents on
St. Paul street. The senator was not at
the wlding, and from  what _can ;bey,
Jenrned he i3, unrelenting ‘and’ refysess
to recognize his adh or transfor backsto”
him'his property. The trial of the case
will be very interesting and is eagerly
looked forward to by the legal profession
and society folks.

Aaron Burr asa Cross-Examincer.

A writer thus describes the conclusion
of & ease in which Burr was one of the
lawyers: The evening session opened
and Burr resumed his ¢cross-examination
of the witness. It was a test of the pro-
found skill and sobriety of the lawyer,
the self-possession, courage and tact of
the witness standing on the very brink
of & horrible gulf firmly and intrepidly
reristing the efforts of the terrible man
to topple him over. At last, after dex-
terously leading the witness toan appro-
vriate point, Burr suddenly seized n
lunp in each band, and holding them in
such a manner that their light fell in-
stintaneously upon the face of the wit-
ness, he exvl{imml ina starthng voice,
like the voice of the avenger of blood:
*Gentlemen of the jury behold the mur-
derer!” ;

With a wild, convulsive start, face of
ashy palor, eyes starting from their soc-
kets, lips apart, his whole attitude evin-
cing terror, the man sprang from his
chair. For a moment he stood motion-
less struggling to recover his self-pos-
session.  But it was only a momentary
struggle, shakivg every nerve with par-
alyzing fear. Conscious that the eyes of
all in the court-roon were fixed upon
him, reading the hidden deeds of his
life, he left the witness stand and
walked shrinkingly to the door of the
court-room, but Le was prevented from
making his escape by tae sheriff. The
cflect can be better imagined than de-
scribed. It struck the spectators with
silent awe, changing the whole aspect
of the trial in an jnstant. overthrowing
the hypothesis of the attorney general,
which he was convineed would send tue
prisoner to the gallows, saving an inno
cent man from the dreadful hands of a
bold and skillful perjurer. The false
witness was arrested, two indictments
were found against himn, one for murder
another for perjury. IHe was acquitted
for murder, but subsequently convicted
for perjury, and sgentenced to along
term of imprisonment.

Fresh Meat in Camp.

The story of the coward wha *‘captured”
two of theenemy by running away when
the, gave chase, and reaching camp just in
time to get them caught, instead of getting
himself caught, 18 repeated below in the ex-
periency of & lazy man. The incident was
given in the Toronto (Canadn) ¢ lobe:

A Toronto lawyer recently made oneof a
party who were hunting in the Muskoka
district. The memoers of the party had
arranged that the’}" should each take turns
at the cooking. The gentleman in ques-
tion did not take kiudly to this work,
and when the remainder of the party re-
turned from the chase he was invariably
asleep, not having prepared a meal.

His companions becam: soruewhat dis-
turbed at his Jaziness, and declared that he
should go out and bring in sume game.
‘I'his be proceeded verv giadly to do.

In a few minutes, however, he was seen
at the top of his speed ruzhing frantically
towards the camp with an immense bear
in hot pursuit. He dashied into the shan-

ty, the heavy doors of which were at
once barred against the would-be intruder,
the frightened hunter exclaiming, between
gasps i trying to catch his breath,—

"Bo‘ys—here‘s your—fresh meat—all
alive!”

After some dozen shots had been fired
from the reof of the shanty, where the gal-
lunt bunters had managed t» crawl through
one of the numerous smoke-holes, the bear
was killed and thie men descen ivd and soun
were enjoying a hearty dinner of bear-
steaks, )




