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I WHAT A CBIPPLE DID. = 
How long poor David Wilmer had lain 

on that bed he had almost ceased to re­
member. He was fourteen years old 
but eight years before he had received a 

. severe injury, wliUi had affected his 
spine and warped his right knee in such 
a manner that he could not walk, even 
on crutches. 

He. was one of a large family that de­
pended on his father for daily bread. 
The father was a good man enough in his 
rough way, but he felt that thisjcrippled 
son was an incumberance. Sometimes 
he forgot himself and showed that he 
felt this. 

A useless member of abusy household, 
•who must be fed aud clothed, is certain­
ly in the way in a poor man's home, and 
Mr. Wilmer used to wonder why such an 
affliction should be sent him. 

The boy's mother was full of tender­
ness and compassion for him, but she 
had to work so hard for her other 
healthy, exacting children, that she had 
little time to spare for him. 

Tho house was very small. By his 
own request the unfortunate cripple had 
been carried to a garret-room at the 
head of the stairs. The noise made by 
the boisterous playing of his brothers 
and sisters made his head ache, and it 
was a perpetual pain to bim to contrast 
his shrunken limbs and helplessness, 
with their robust activity. 

"Put me out of the way, ma," he said, 
in a sullen tone of voice. "Folks don't 
think of nothin' but themselves nohow, 
and the boys is forever atumlin' and 
rornpin' over my bed, and pa he makes 
such a fuss hollerin' round. I don't 
want to see nobody, ;rnd nebedy don't 
want to see me. Just git me out of the 
way. I'm tired of bcin'here." 

So the mother fixed up the garret as 
-well as her poor means allowed, made it 
look bright and checrful, and carried 
David up there in her strong arms. 

"Shet that winder where the sun 
comeB in," he said, fretfully. "Folks 
that kin walk and run about may like 
the sun, but I hate it. Yes, I do; 1 
hate everything, tied down to this hate­
ful bed." 

"O sonny, don't talk so," said his 
mother. "It seems like flyin' in the 
face of the Lord. If he chooses to :flict 

;you this way, it surely ain't for you nor 
me to grumble." 

"Twantthe Lord done it, and you 
< know it, too, ma. It was John Hooper 
pushed me off his high gallery. I wish 
'lie had broke my neck, and be done 
•with it" 

You may see from this that Wilmer 
"was not one of the patient, pious lads 
- we sometimes read about. On the con­
trary, he was not simply ignorant and 

ffretful, but he was surly. Life had been 
made hard to bim, and he saw 110 justice 
•<in it, and his dissatisfaction found vent 
in ill-humor and passionate outbursts. 

One morning he was lying moodily 
•taring at a web that a spider was busily 
wea ving from the closed shutter to the 
4-afters. He could read a 
•tittle but he did not like books, 
lie insisted that the sunlight, should be 
kept from his room, and there he lay in 
perpetual gloom, his mind traveling 
round and round in the same circle: his 
own sufferings, how much he was neg­
lected, how cruel and selfish everybody 
was, and how he wished something 
would happen to those noisy boys who 
we 10 playing baseball in the next lot. 

Just then at the bottom of the stairs, 
he heard a strange voice. It was that of 
a woman who was talking to his mother. 

"You are Mrs. Wilmer, I believe. I 
hear you have a son who is an invalid. 
I should like to see him very much if 
you please." 

"Ma! ma!" called out David, sharply. 
"I want you to come right up here." 

She ran up, thinking from his tone 
that he was taken suddenly ill. "What 
in it, David?" she said, breathlessly. 

'*Now look here! I ain't a-goin' to 
have that woman come up here. I've 
had enough of them tract women a-talk-
in, a-preachin, to me, and I 'bliged to 
lie still and 6waller it. What do they 
know 'bout how I feel, gabblin' like so 
many turkeys. I wish they'd take my 
place for a month, and then they'd 
know how it feels to have headache and 
backache and.peoplo screechin' like pea­
cocks in your ears. If that woman down 
stairs comes up, I'll put my fingers in 
aay ears, so I can't hear her." 

Miss Morton, in the room below, heard 
every word of this. "On yes, my little 
man," she thought." "Stop your ears if 
you wish," and she laughed softly to her-
self. 

"Don't apoligize," she said to Mrs. 
Wilmer, who red and confused, tried to 
make some excuse for not raking her up 
stairs. "I couldn't help hearing what 
your son said. But I am not a 'tract 
woman,' as he calls them, and I'll try 
siot to screech like a peacock. Yes, I 
have a mission, or rather something I'd 
like to eive," laughing as she noticed 
Mrs. Willmer's eyes tall upon a small 
basket she carried, "if you'll give me 
permission to go up, I think I can make 
myself welcome. I'll go up alone, if you 
please.'* 

The pleasant, sunny face of the young 
lady charmed the poor woman into a 
timid acquiescence. She knew she 
would have to encounter a storm for dis­
obeying her sick autocrat, and dreaded 
it, but how could she reluse this lady, 
one of the most cheerful and pleasant-
faced she had ever seen? She had heard 
of her as a wealthy girl, who tried 
many ways to be of service to the poor. 

As Miss Morton entered the room, she 
had to stop a few minutes to accustom 
her eyes to the gloom. D:ivid glanced at 
her. Then he turned his face to the 
wall. Hs did not put hi3 fingers in his 
ears, for the glimpse ho caught of her 
bright, smiling face made him wonder 
who on earth she could be, and what 
had brought her there. 

"Good-morning," said a cheerful voire. 
"Your name is David, isn't it? Please 
dont he angry with 1110 for coming, but 
I've heard how vou are kept in the liou«e 
and in bed all the time, bei-ausc of the 
accident you met with; and I thought 

it would please you to see some bright 
flowers that I*have. So I've brought 
them." 

Now flowers were a passion with the 
boy. He seldom enjoyed the sight of 
cultivated ones. The common wild 
flowers usually made up the few bouquets-
his mother had time to gather for him. 
He turned to see beautiful roses, such as 
he had never dreamed of; crimson, yel­
low, white, a great glowing mass that 
filled the shabby garret with perfume 
and licht. •• 

,rOIi!" was all he would say, as she 
placed the flowers in his hand. "Oh 
ain't they sweet?" and his hungry eyes 
devoured them, He did not thank her 
in words, but those eye1? spoke for him. 

"That is not all." "she continued, in 
the same cheerful voice. •"Mere's some­
thing else," and she drew from her bas­
ket a miniature ship, beautifully carved, 
and rigged with tiny little white sails 
and its name "The Hope," printed in 
gilted letters on the prow and at the 
stern. "I think this is very pretty. You 
can ask yonr mother to put a large tub 
of water by the bed to sail it in; and it 
seems to me any boy would enjoy that." 

Words of thanks never came freely 
to David's lips; in fact, he did not know 
how to thank, but there was something 
so unexpected, so bewildering, in these 

Eresents, and in the lady herself, that 
e found himself saying,— 
"You're very good, ma'am, to bring 

me those pretty things." And then his 
heart throbbed violently when he 
thought they were his own; he, who had 
never had a sole claim to anything in 
his life 

"I'm glad you like them. Now if you'll 
let me, I'll sit down here and tell you 
the story J about fkthat ship, and. now 
you came to get it. May i?" 

"Yes'm," his interest excited imme­
diately. 

"Well, once in a while I visit a hospi­
tal, where there are great many children 
who are cripples, and most of them will 
never walk. You see, you are not the 
only one in the world who cannot walk. 
There are many among those children 
who are even more afflicted than you 
are. Some of them cannot use their 
arms, or sit up. You can do both, and I 
am glad of it. Some of these children in 
the hospital are in pain all the time, but 
1 have heard you only suffer pain at 
long intervals. Besides, you have a 
home and a kind mother, and those poor 
little fellows have only strangers to attend 
to them. 

"Among them there is a boy about 
twelve years old. He has to lie on his 
back from morning till night. He can­
not even turn without help. But he is 
the merriest, brightest fellow in his ward, 
and is always singing and working." 

"Working!" said David; in astonish­
ment. "How kin he work, I'd like to 
know?" 

"Why, he has hi6 hands, and he car-
ved that ship. We gave him a set of 
tools, and as he used to live in a seaport 
town when he was well, he knew exact­
ly how to rig a vessel' The work kept 
him busy and happy for many days. 
When it was finished I said to him,— 

".It's very beautiful; I'm glad you've 
made it. Shall. I fix a place on the bed 
where you can have it near you and al­
ways see it?' 

"No, Miss Morton" he said "I don't 
think I want to do that with it." 

•' Then you wish to sell it? I dare say 
I can find a purchaser." 

"No, not this one, ma'am. If any-
body'll buy them, I can carve some more. 
But 1 think I'd like to have you to find 
some boy who is a cripple like me, and 
give it to him from me. I'd like, too, to 
have you tell him that it makes 
time pass very quick to do such work. 
It ain't hard either; and he'il forget all 
his pain, too. Prehaps if you give him 
this ship, it may make him try to do 
something tike it. too. " 

David gav.ed at the ship, some awe 
mixing with his astonishment. What, a 
poor crippie like him—nay, even more 
helpless—could make such beautiful 
things? Not only make them, but de­
prive himself to give pleasure to others 
who were in pain, anJ kept in bed like 
him? 

Here was a strange revelation It was 
too new to his experience to be under­
stood at oncc. 

Miss Morton watched him closely. She 
saw light dawning in the fretful lace and 
smoothing out its hard lines. 

"Shall I tell him anything from you?" 
she a^ked. 

"Tell him I'm glad to have the ship, 
and—ind—thank him. Look here, 
ma'am I See the drawer in that table? 
Yes? Open it. Don't you see a picture? 
Yes, that's it," he said, as she drew out 
a wretched, Aided chromo of a child 
playing wiih kittens. "Take that to— 
"What did voa say his name was?" 

"It s Willie." 
" Yes, take that to him. and tell him 

it's the only pretty thing I've got, and 
I'd like to give it to him. Perhaps he 
could learn to paint a picture like that. 
I'd like to ever so much." 

"I'll gladly hike it," she said smil­
ing. "I'll tell him what you say. Buf, 
you don't seem to care for your roses." 

He took them up and buried his face 
in them. "Oh, I like 'em better than 
anything else," he said. "I never saw 
any like these—only fwild flowers, you 
know, that don't smell sweet." 

"I'll put them in this tumbler of water 
by your bed, so t hat you can look at them 
and smell them all the time. But itfe 
too close in here. Roses won't 'i,-e un­
less they have light and air. Besides, 
vou want lieht so that you can can see 
your ship." 

She threw open the shutters. The 
boy. absorbed in his new interests, fur-
got to complaiuof the sunshine. Asealed 
window in his own heart had been 
opened, aud he hailed the lijht which 
made the roses glow, and showed lam 
the delicate workmanship of his vessel. 

Promising to return in a few days, 
Miss Morton took her leave. As she 
stood on the threshold of the room she 
stopped a moment to look once more at 
the picture within. With the light shin­
ing 011 him, all the boy's moodiness had 
disappeared. Ilij eager, absorbed face 
turneil first to one of his treasuies and 
then to the other. The painful sense of 
isolation whi -h crushed him was lifted 
for there was ai least, one Dein in th3 
world beeides his mother who was inter­
ested in him, and wished to give him 
pleasure. 

Tiie weary round of his e i<?t < omplain-
ing thoughts was broken, una 110 longer 
dwelt on himseli ar.d his own hard fate. 

What beautiful |things roses were, and 
if he could only paint them! 

A week pasfeed. As Miss Morton sat 
at his bedside,' he slyly drew a head he 
had carved from under his pillow. 

"I have seen pictures of vessels with 
heads in; front" he said. "Don't you 
think this will do to puv on my ship?" 

Miss Morton looked at it with surprise. 
It was a rough piece of work, but the 
features were well cut., 

"Why, how well you have done it," 
she said. "And with only a penknife! If 
you can do eo well with only a penknife, 
I must get you a box of too!*." 

"O ma'am, if you please," he cried, in 
an c-ager. excited manner, "if 'stead of 
the tools,"you'd only get me some paint! 
I'm sure 1 could paint liowers and things. 
I'd rather do that, it seems to me, than 
anything else. To be sure, I don't know 
how to begiu"—his voice falling—"but 
then, I'd try real hard." 

"I know how tc draw, and I can paint 
a little, David," she answered, gently. 
"I'll tcach you at first, and if I find vou 
have really a taste for it. you shall have 
better instructions than I can give." 

From that day began David's new life. 
Miss Morton, when she was interested, 
never did things by ^halves, and there 
was something to her inexpressibly de­
lightful in leading the dark mind to the 
light. 

She never preached to him. The ser­
mon of lovejand tender sympathy he 
learned from her gentle heart, and kind 
words.iand acts, led him gradually to 
recogrnze ms eeavcnly Father's "care 
and tendcrncsB, even in his affliction. 
The day's of darkness an 3 morbid repin­
ing in that garret had passed. But vou 
may be sure Lhathe did not grow amiable 
una gentle all at once. lie was often ir­
ritable. but he tried to control his tem-

Eer, and he w«s too much interested in 
is work, ai d 100 busy vith it to dwell 

011 himself. 
Eighteen months after these events, 

there was a charity fair given by the la­
dies of the wealthy St. Paul's" Church. 
One small table at which Miss Morton 
presided cxcited the attention and admi­
ration of many of the visitors. There 
were china cups and vasee on it., admira­
bly painted, the flowers grouped with 
much artistic grace. There were wood­
en brackets, wall-pockets, and knife-
holders, of most delicatc workmanship. 
But above all, there was a story attached 
to these things, which Miss Morton told 
one evening with so much feeling that 
the crowd pressed eagerly forward so as 
not to lose a word. 

"As I told you," she went on, "he 
will never walk, but he is an undoubted 
genius, as you may see from his work; a 
genius who fretted and pined, un­
conscious of his powers, • untH the 
windows of his soul were opened by a 
mere chance. 

"When I first saw him, he hated a 
ray of light, Now he cannot have too 
much of it for these creations of his 
genius. He is not less of a sufferer than 
he was, but 1 declare to you he seems 
lifted above pain when he is absorbed 
in his work. It is a pleasure to show • 
whet he has done, and I am sure the 
merit 01 his work will always delight 
whoever may purchase these articles 
that he offers for sale. Besides, we all 
of us like to feel that we are lessening 
the amount of suffering in the world, 
particularly when we know that the 
sufferer we are helping is a genius—and 
is likely to make a name." Then she 
laughed merrily and gave her attention 
to the active demand . for the articles 
upon the table. 

The next day at an early hour Miss 
Morton paid a visit to David's garret. 
Thi ough her kindBSSS it had been pa­
pered and painted, and boxes and pots 
of flowers filled the window-sill, and 
made the room a pleasant, cheerful nook 
in the poor little house. 

"Good luck, my bey!" she cried, gay-
ly. "Your things went off splendidly, 
and I could have sold more if I had 
them. Here are over one hundred dol­
lars for you. Of course," laughing, "it's 
more than the value ot your work, but 
everyoody was so kind "and generous, 
and "wanted to assist you. And then 
there's something more. One good gen­
tleman says that as soon as he gets home 
he's cointr to send vou one of those inva­
lid-chairs on rollers. Jiist think of that! 
You can be carried down stairs, and 
take rides outside as well as anybody. 
Now let me hear you say again "yon're 
not of much use when you can make atl 
this money!" 

Poor David put his hands before his 
face, and burst into a passion of sobs and 
tears; and then, with a sudden move­
ment raised the hand of his kind frieRd 
to hie Hps. She herself was weeping 
silentlv. 
' O Miss Morton, I feel as if I can't 

bear it! To think that I've earned more 
than a hundred dollars—me, a poor, 
useless cripple! I can help mother 
now, and father won't think me a drag 
on bim any more. And it's all you wh» 
did it, and I didn't want you to "come in 
my room. Think of that," will you?" 

"And you didn't want the "sunlight, 
cither," she said, smiting through her 
tears, "and you hated everything that 
was good for you then. AH, mv boy 
when I threw that old cob-webbet) shut­
ter open, more came to you than the 
sunshine, I think!" 

He did not understand those words; 
but he understood, in his own fashion, 
that one of God's angels had entered 
with her and changed his life.—Youth's 
Companion. 

Theatrical Osoultation. 
Emma Abbott, who has a chieved a 

high reputation as an accomplished 
stage kisser, is confronted with a formid­
able rival in the person of a New York 
actor, who succeeded in throwing a 
warmth and intensity into his osculatory 
performances which the lady.i t is talked 
has never yet attained. One of the 
ladies of the. company has left .~ecause 
she couIJ not stand the wear and tear of 
such exciting exercises, but another has 
been engaged in her place, capable, it is 
believed, of standing the most vigorous 
kisses he can bestow. The kissing, of 
which there is abundance in the perfor­
mance, became a decided feature of the 
play, and the actor leaped into renown 
oy reason of his kiesing alone. Instead 
of permitting him to flourish as a rival, 
Miss Abbott should engage this impas­
sioned kisser for her own company. 
The mutual kiss transacted by these ex­
perts would undoubtedly be the great 
attraction of the season. 

CONGRESSIONAL NEWS. || 

Fri&rry, February lO. 
SENATE.—The conference report on the 

Japanese idenmlty bill was agreed to. The 
tariff bill coming up, the senate voted 27— 
to 10—to fixing a duty on charcoal iron $3 
per ton in addition to the duty on iron made 
with ofher fuel. An amendment abolish­
ing the tax on whisky and brandy was re­
jected—3 to 60? An amendment abolishing 
the tax on tobacco, distilled spirits, fermen­
ted liquors, etc., was lost. 

Mr. Sherman moved to strike out the steel 
ingot paragraph of the metal clauee and 
substitute therefor the provision of the 
house schedule. He said the house bill w>as 
wiser ar.i better than the senate bill. and for 
this declaration be was berated by Mr. 
Beck who said that he (Beck) had never 
heard the crack of the party whip as loud 
as he heard it to-night. If the senate was 
going to be driven in this sort of way and 
any of the senators were such galley slaves, 
they should be told, after three or four 
weeks of consideration and after receiving in 
almost every instance, tiieacquiesence ot the 
senators from Ohio, tbe cause. If thai sen­
ator had telegrams from persons who he 
thought would vote for hira far president if 
he would stand by them now, and who 
would bring their wealth to aid him in bis 
political ambiiioriE, let it be done. If the 
senator could denounce the senate and say 
Kelley would vote against the bill unlesy 
amended in conformity with the house bill, 
ar.d claim his reward hereafter, let the sen­
ate so amend it. 

HOCSB—The legislative, executive and 
judicial appropriation bill was passed, with 
amendments reducing the number ot inter­
nal re vence collection districts to eighty-two 
and increasing the hours of labor in the ex­
ecutive departments, An ainemlment 10 
reduce the sa:aiies of the 
officials except the president and 
V. S. court judges 10 per cent, was lest, 
and an amendment prohibiting the payment 
of any money appropriated for the general 
land office clerical force to clerks for making 
out patents to land grant railroads, was ruled 
out o! order. The house then took up the 
tariff bill, despite the efforts of frisnds of the 
whisky bill to have that measure considered. 
The fell! for an additional Dakota supreme 
court justice was reported from the'".«iciary 
committee. The so-called Four;h "of July 
claim bill passed. Bills were introduced ap­
propriating $6,0,000 for the relief ef suffer­
ers from the floods in the Mississippi and. 
Ohio rivma. 

| Saturday, February, 17. 
(SENATE.—Mr. Vest introduced a resolution 

providing for a special committee to five sen­
ators to examine and report to the next 
session the condition of the Yellows-tone 
Park contracts and what legislation is nec­
essary to protect the timber or objects of in­
terest, to establish a system of police, and 
secure the proper administration therein. 
Mr. Voorhees objected to the consideration 
01 the resolution to-day. Mr. Edmonds ad­
vocated the resolution, and said it ought to 
be passed at once. It went over under the 
rtile, 

Mr. Allison cave notice that on Mondav 
be would move to lay ~sside the tariff bfQ 
and proceed with the appropriation bills, 

Tbe tariff bill ooming up, Mr. Sheridan 
moved a substitute for the iron and steel 
clauses of tbe metal schedule, which was 
practically the provisions of the bouse bill 
on the same ettbjec'. A long controversy 
ensued between Sherman and Beck, and no 
action was taken on any amendments to the 
bill. 

Horns.—Tiie committee on elections re­
ported in favor of tbe contestant in the Ses-
singkaus-Frost case (Missouri). Discussion 
of the tariff bill was resumed. The com­
mittee bavins risen, Mr. Haskell moved that 
all debate on the bill be closed in one hour. 
A point ol order was raised, and a long and 
heated discussion took place in 
which Mr. Duntiell, of Minnesota 
said: I have been surprised that tbe house 
in commtttee of the whole has kept up its 
interest as well to this hour with the fore 
shadowing fact npon us that the bill has no 
earthly chance of being passed. We have 
been debating provisions of this bill, and at 
the same time substantially admitting that 
the bill would not pass. We have now 
reached a provision of the bill, which, 
to me baa, been of very great importance, 
because 1 have believed that in this clause 
we are to reach some relief to the people. 
Thie paragraph of the bill does provide a 
reduction of about $11,000,000, yet the very 
men who would advocate the passage of 
this bill are themselves admitting that it is 
not to be passed at this session of congress. 

Mr. Dunnell was subsequently very severe­
ly rebuked by Mr. Kassoc f or bis continued 
absence from the committee on ways and 
means during the consideration of the tariff 
bill. He denounced the action of his party 
in having kept up appearances by debate on 
the bill when it had been secretly agreed that 
the measure should not pass, but be dropped 
and gave way to an internal revenue bill. 

JIoHday, February, 10. 
SENATB.—The tariff bill being taken up the 

amendment of Mr. Sherman ('rom the metal 
schedule of tbe house bill) regarding the 
duty on steel, was adopted after the provis­
ion making the duty on steel not especially 
enumerated or provided for 45 per cent, ad 
valorem. The vote was 30 to 28 a strict party 
vote. 

Senator McPherson of New Jersey offered 
an amendment making the duty 40 percent, 
ad valorem upon a valuation ol 5 cents per 
pound, 2£ cents per pound, in a valuation of 
from 5 to 9 cents per pound, and 3} cents 
per pound upon a valuation above 9 cents 
per pound. The last clause fixing a separ­
ate duty upon a valuation above 11 cents 
was stricken out entirely. This amend­
ment proposed by McPherson was addop-
ted. 

This is a considerable reduction, 
and may be illustrated by com-

SarinK the present and proposed 
uty on circular saws. The duty now is 3-

1-2 cents per pound and 10 per cent, ad val­
orem. They are worth in this country 
about 20 cents per pound. They are worth 
in England about 20 cents per pound. The 
compound duty, according to the present 
rate, will amoffiit to say 5 1-2 cents per 
poaud, while the amendment proposes to 
reduce it to 3 14 cents, or about 14 per 
cent, ad valorem. 

In the executive session the following 
nominations were conformed. 

HOUSE —This was the day for suspension 
ef rules but not a bib was passed. A motion 
by Mr. Kelley to suspend tbe rules and pass 
a bill to reduce internal revenue taxation 
was lost—165 to 07 (lets than twu-ihirds in 
the atflrma ive ) 

A report, in the contested election ofCook 
vs. Cutis (Iow:«), in favor <<t" tiie contestant, 
was presented. Bills and resolutions were 
introduced mincing by 16 perc-nt. the duties 
on all importations into Hit* United States; 
to devote surplus money in Hie treasury to 
maintain schools and pay djbti in various 
states. 

Among the bills tbat tailed to pass was 
one providing for an appropriation of $59»,-
000 for the erection of a public library. This 
is tbe third time in this congress that an at­
tempt has been made to paBS a bill for better 
accommodations for the congressional li­
brary. At first it was proposed to purchase 
a square east of the capitol for the new li­
brary building, appropriating $500,000 ior 
tbe purpose, but tne cry of' 'a job" defeated 
the bill. The objection was obviated by 
providing for setting apart a government re­
servation as a site for the proposed building, 
but the numerous economists who have sud­
denly developed in congress interposed and 
saved the poor people from an expenditure 
of $300,000. 

v. U ; 
' ' Tuesday, February HO. <&.••-•*** 

5-EXATE.—The house^I}! extending the 
time of filing Alabama clahbs^'pfSSl. Mr. 
Sherman offered amendments tof-Jne tariff 
bill increasing the duty on wool aiid' wool­
en articles. Lost. The tariff portion of the 
bill to redu:e internal revenue tax was, 
agreed to—ayes 37, noes 23. After several 
amendments bad been voted upon, some 
being adopted and others rejected, the bill 
passed—42 to 10 the dem­
ocrat^ voted with tbe republicans for it. The 
nays were Senators Beck, Call, Croctrel!, 
Coke, Far'ey, Garland, George, Hampton, 
Harris, Maxey, Pendleton, Pugh, Ransom, 
Vancc, Vest, Voorhees, Walker and Wil­
liams. 

HOVSE.—The bouse took i:p the sundry 
civil bill, Mr. KeTley giving notice that as 
soon as the measure was disposed of he would 
press the tariff bill. Attempts to strike cut. 
the provisions for additional vaults for the 
storage of silver dollars were defeated. 

Wednesday, Tebmtiry 'J1 
Kirs ATE.—Resolutions were offered for the 

appointment of a committee of seven to ex­
amine improvement works now in progress 
on the Mississippi below Cairo, and calling 
on the president for information regarding 
the alleged agreement among this and Eu­
ropean countries regarding the settlement of 
the war between Chili and Peru. 

Tne army bill was considered, and Mr-
Logan criticised the administration of the 
signal service. Tbe provisions abolishing 
the pay corps and limiting t he pa-/ for trans­
portation on subsidized railroads to 60 per 
cent, of the usual charges were stricken out. 
Tbe bill then passed; also tne fortifications 
bill. 

The joint resolution providing for the 
termination of the fisheiy articles in the 
treaty of Washington was adopted. The 
Utah bill came up and Mr.* Hoar moved to 
strikeout the section prohibiting the women 
of that Territory trout vctzEg on any ques­
tion. 

This bill is supplementary to Edmund s 
original measure under which the commis­
sion was appointed. It embodies the rec­
ommendations made by Hon. Alexander 
Ramsey, president of tbe commission, in re­
sponse to a iccjuest for suggestions from 
President Arthur. In brief, it provides that 
in prosecution for bigamy or polygamy, the 
first husband or wife is made a competent 
wit ness against tbe deiendant, for a system 
of public record for all marriages and for the 
abolition of female suffrage in the territory. 

The following were the proceedings in ex­
ecutive session: Confirmations: 

Lot Wright, United States marshal, south­
ern district oi Ohio; James H. teller of 
Ohio, secretary of Dakota Territory; Arthur 
h. Thomas of Pennsylvania, secretary ot 
Vtah Territory. Postmasters: Gustavo A. 
Drewiaer, Sturgeon Bay, Wis.; George Phil­
lips, Brooklyn, Iowa; M. T. Cheshire. Mon­
tezuma, Iowa; Vv. F. Richards, Ciarksburv, 
W. Va. 

Nominations: /.Igerenor S. Badger, col­
lector of customs, New Orleans, John B. 
Rat:!ston, collector of tbe internal revenue 
Fourth district of Virginia. Postmasters: 
H. A. Patterson, .tonesvilJe, Wis , J. Doug­
las, Moorhead Minn.. B. G. Butts, Stillwa­
ter, Minn., Christian Anderson, Vallev Citv 
Dak. 

HOCS-'-P-:—A farther eonfereiux: was ordered 
on the postofhee bill, the conference com­
mittee having reported failure to agree. [The 
sundry civil bill being taken up, an amend­
ment was adopted for tke sale of military 
reservations no longer required by the war 
department. Mr. Beltz hoover made a tierce 
attack upon the administration of thejsignal 
service bureau under both Howgate and 
Hazen. 

Thursrhrtft, Fftrruai y 
SENATE.—The resolution for a special com­

mittee to investigate tbe improvement of 
Mississippi river navigation below Cairo was 
adopted. The naval appropriation bill 
came up, and the clause devoting $1,000,000 
for the completion of monitors caused a 
sharp discussion, in which the old scandals 
relating to the navy department were dis­
cussed. The appropriation was, however, 
voted. 

The clause changing the grade of masters 
to lh'j|>enants, and midshipmen to ensigns, 
had ^en striken out and the change was 
endorsed without opposition, as was the 
provision to abolish the pay corps, by as-
waning line officers to' all vacancies, 
and thus in a few minutes 
was a master disposed of over 
which the hcuse wrangled two days. The 
house clause abolishing the grade of com­
modore went out without a murmur. Sen­
ator Rollins was disposed to plead for some 
of these amendments, but he was cut off in 
the most positive rummer by Frye, who 
said that they intended to make this a naked 
appropriation bill without any legislative 
fea lures. 

HOUSE.—The bill creating three new land 
districts in Dakota passed. Conference re­
ports on the army, fortifications and Indian 
bills were made and agreed to. The sundry 
civil bill was tiken up. Mr. Pound offered 
an amendment repealing the pre-emption 
laws, also all laws authorising the filing of 
declaratory statements for the entry ot pub­
lic ands by an agent or attorney. It was 
ad opted. 

Mr. Washburn advocated the amendment, 
contending that the pre-emption laws should 
be repealed. The manner in which the pub­
lic lands were taken up under these laws was 
a perfect scunaal. No honest man could ;ile 
a legitimate c!aira without being prosecuted 
by adventurers and land sharks. Now was 
the time to have this matter stopped. The 
public land4 had been dedicated to actual 
settlers, and they should be guarded for that 
pur}>ose. Congress should siiut out this army 
of narpies and adventurers, who went out 
aresi iu order to sap the life-blood of that de­
veloping country. | 

Benjamin Ripley of Newcomerstown.Ohio, 
while insane entered a room where his cous-
in, Nathau Baer was sleeping, hnd drawing 
a penknife cut the sleeper's head alinos 
completely from his shoulders. 


