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DAKOTA NEWS. !

Gathered from Various Sources
and Representing Varied and
Conflicting Views orf Men
and Things.

The Division of Dakota.

\St. Paul Pioneer Press, May 14.

Congressman J. C. Burrows of Kalamazoo, Mich.,
who was chairmau of the committes on Territories
during the recent session of congress, was at the
Merchants hotel yesterday, having come ou from
Minneapolis, where Le is stopping a few days, being
gpon a trip to tho West. 1he opportunities which
his position upon the committee have given Lim for
forming an opinion relative to the question of the
division of Dakota tend to give a good deal of
weight to his views upon that important subject.
He was found at the hotel by a PIONEFR PRESS
reporter yesterday, and in reply to the latter’s ques-
tions said:

“Duriny the last session of congress I made a
strenucus effort for the division of the Territory of
Dakota cn the foriy-sixth parallel, and the admis-
sion of the sovthern half of the L'erritory as a State,
A bill was reported from my committee at the first
Bession of the Forty-seventh congress to accome-
plish both of these objects. It was impossible to
secure either end, for ths reason that there were
some Republicans ooposed to voting upon the
measure until the Yankton county bond cuestion
was settled, and tbey declared they would cever
vote for either proposition until the questiocn was
settled. At the second session that matter was so
far settled as to elimivate it as am objection.
In my jodgment, the Territory cannot
be admitted as a whole, or divided. until after the
pest presidentia! election. The Democrats, being
in the msjority in the lower house, will not consent
to the admission of Dakota betore the next presi-
dentiai election by reason of their impression,
probably well founded, that Dakota would be a Re-
publican State. B0 long as either house remains
Democratic, congress will not in my judgment con=
sent to division in any form, for the reason tiiat that
would mean four Republicsu senators, and adouble
representation at the begiuning in the lower bouse,
I bave no doubt that a year from nest winter Da-
kota can pe admitied as a whole, if her popu-
lation be sufficient to entitle her to one repre-
sentative. ‘'i'he house was brought to a
vote repeatedly both upon the question
of theadmission of the south half and the aivision
on the forty-sixth parallel. Both these questions
arrayed a substantially solid Democratic oppcsi-
tion. Iun a word, for purely political reasong, no
Democratic congress will ever consent to the divis-
ion of Dakota in any form Whatever.”

*Then vcu thipk thereis little prospect fora
division of Dokota on the forty-sixth parallel?”
*“Yes, sir: there is in my judgment just about as
mnuch prospect for a division of Dakota on the
forty-sixth paraliel as there is for Dakota’s being
removed bodily over the Canada line.
—

Doings ot the Dakota Commission.

WELLS, Special Telegram, May 14.—The Dakota
capital commis left St. Paul at 2 o'clock this
afternoon ou a al train of threo cars, accom-
pauied by Su itendents Prior and Underwood,
Hon. J. C. Burrows acd ten guests,  Bids will be
made to-morrow for the capital _ from
-Odessa, Bismarck, and perbaps James-
town, Nortbepers insist on the commissioners
going  op  to  their country and ite
sottled thut they will leave Canton about midnight
Tuesday, retury to St. Paul by this special train,
and go thence to the three points tamed. They
would have done o to-day but for the fact that an
adjourncd meeting was set for Canton Tuesday

noon.

ELETON, Dak., Special Telegram, May 14.—
About 100 capitalists and prominent
business men from Pierre, Huron,
Ordway and other places bidding for cap-
ital honors, passsd through here this evening on
their way to Canton to attend the meeting of the
capital commission tosmorrow. A vote takenon
the train east of Hurou in favor of capital location
resulted s follows:

Abverdeen....17/Huron........ 37|Pierre.....ee. 30
Ordway......15|Redfleid ...... .')l

Commissioner Myers ison his way to joim the

commission 10-morrow at Canton.
———

Opening the Bids.

CaxToYN, Dak., Special Telegram, May 15.—
This morning opened bright and warm after
two weeks of gloomy, cold and dismal weather,
ard the sun smiled upon the capital commis-
sicners, who arrived in a special car at 8 a. m.,
accompanicd by Assistant Superintendent
Prior, Hou. W. F. Steele, Lx-Congressman
Burrows of Miclhzan, and othars. Large del-
egations were present from all the priocipal
towns of the Territory, having arrived tho
night before, Mi:ciell being especially largely
represented.  Upon arrival, it was whispered
around that the commissioners bad rccently
received bids from North Dakota, which added
an element of spica and uncertainty to the
forthcoming proceedings. The forenoon was
spent in guessing and joking and button-
boling until premptly 12 m., when fully 200
interested epectators had aseemblad before the
ball. At 12 the meeting was called to order
by President Hughes, who announuced ii aoy
more bids were to ha received they must be
presentcd immediataly. No response being
made, Secretary Wheelock procecded to read
tbe minutes of the previous meeting, which
were approved. Meanwhile President Hughes
had sorted and filel on his desk thirteen
formnidable-lboking scaled envelopes; where-
nron Commiseioner McKenzie moved that the
bide be now opened and announced to the
public. TLu.e was elowly procceded with, and

the reeuit of the bide successively announced
as follows:

Amount. Acres.
Mitchell. ... ..o cecesncrssessces $160,000 160

100,000 320
«ee 100,000 160
. 100,000 160
«.« 100,000 160

. 100,000 320

The bids of Steele and Olessa were accom-*
pacied by certified checks for the full amount
of money donated, and the annonncement of
esch was received with applause, and Hon. W.
F. Stecle was called upon 1or a specchb, but did
pot respond.  Other bids, except an informal
one from Wessington for $100.000 and 160
acres of lacrd, and a $1,000,000 joke by

_ Sionx City were accompanied by certified

checks for 20 per cautof the amount of money
and abstracts of titie to land. At the couclu-
sion of the opening of the bids, Hon. George
P. Flanuery of Bismarck announced that Bis-
marck stocd ready to guarauntee the Territory
$300,000 from the eale of 160 acrce of the
land donated by that city. Oa mofion of Com-
missioner Belding, the meeting adjourned until
3 p.m.,at which bour it was anoounced
#peeches in favor of different locations would
be received.
THE NORTH DAKOTA SURPRISE

After adjournmeut from opening bids there
was a general lull in the previous buzz of con-
vereation, the fact being very appsreant that
the North Dskota bide had nglet all previons
calculations, and theories indulged in oy South
Dakota. There was a grand rush for the map,
and hondreds of vencils souzht Odessa, and
traced progpccnve lines of railroad later,
when it became known that that the national
banks of Bismarck bad given written guaran-
tees that the land donated by Bis-
marck could and would be sold so as to realize
$400,000 in addition to the $100,000, there
was & coneiderable fecling in favor of Bis-
marck. TLe Southern Dakota representatives
are uvavimous for some Northern Dakota
point as second choice iu case their own town
cannot get it, and it is known that North
Dakota can more eagily combine on somoe one
point like Birmarck and all pull together,than
can the South Dakota candidates. North Dakota
is at the present writing the favorite; and as
the commission is about to visit the North
Dakota cities, the boom is liable to grow into
powerful proportions

ANOTHER PULL AT IT.

At 3 p. m. the public hall was again tilled to
listen to the claims presented for the severai
towns by their representatives. Philip Skill-
man responded for Aberdeen, and in & grace-
tul speecu referred to the geographical center
and commercial supremacy enjoyed by Brown
county. W. S. Wells held that—

Ninety per cent of the people of Dakota are in
favor of division ou the forty-sixth parallel, which
fact should be regcarded. Pierre he represented as
within six miles of the geographical center. The
time was when Yankton was the center of popula-
tion [laughter], but in time to come the bulk of
Dakota’s population will be west of the Missouri.
The canital should be located for the people, not
for the railroads, and mauy arguiwnents in favor of
Fierre were made.

George P. Flannery, on behalf of Bismarck,
stated that he spoke at a disadvantage, because
the commission had not yet vieited his city and
conld not verify his statementa.

If the citizena of Bismarck had faith in the com-
mission, 1t would give 1t a hearty welcome, and
would acquiesce in its decision. The capital must
be located with reference to facts as they ao exist.
In nine years the population of the Territory has
increased 900 per cect. The capital i3 being lo-
cated not for a day or a year, but for the graud em-
pire of the whole of Dakota. Bismarck 18 located on
the only transcontinental line, at the junction of a
great river, and the 1,000,000 bridge will attract
other railroads. Bismarck is unsurpassed in loca-
tion and every natnral advantage. Bismarck's bid,
in fact, is $400,000 and 160 acres in land, and she
is in earnest in this matter.,, We wish you to come
and visit us, see for yourselves, and

VERIFY OUR STATEMENTS,

Hon. Hiram Barber, Jr., was called upon to

speak in behalf of Mitchell

The duty of this commission, he said, is to pro-
coed on known facts, and it is a solidified fact thai
division on the forty-sixth parallel is the universal
desire, and the fact must be considered. The
absence of bids from Grand Forks, Fargo and
Jamestown is conclusive evidemce that North
Dakota does not look upon this as a location for
aught but South Dakota. Mr. Barber then vro-
ceeded to picture the advantage of Mitchell as the
capital for South Dakota, and thought it would be
the future commercial center of the southern part
of the Territory.

No one being present to represent Redfield,
L. G. Johnson marched down the aisle and be-
gan to speak for Ordway, being the firsi
speakerapplauded upon the aunouncement o:
the town.

Ar. Johnson had thought from previous speeches
that he was 1 a real estate oftice. He believed the
:ommissioners should not deal with dreams, expec-
ations and guesses as to what might be. We have
o deal with hard factss At Ordway is
i fiue a location for a cavital city
s can be fouud. The railroad center is
ircady established and by building forty miles of
-oad all north and south Dakota can be united.
The location at Ordway gives euasy communication
with every railroad corporation doing business in
his Territory, but it is not the pet offany one road.
Every interest is to ba considered in deciding this
juestion, and it is your duty to locate with refer-
snce to ail corporations and the people of Dakota
18 a whole.

Mr. Johnson was applanded frequently and
the commissioners listaned attentiyely. People
who bave been with the commission from the
tirst assert that Crdway is by far tho most
promising candidato of any. Mr. Kenoedy
then epoke very cloquently for Canton, and Mr.
Foster for Frankfort. Mr. Mclviile rose
in response to the call for Huron and spoke
cloguently and forcibly. Mr. . ¥. Sicels
spoke for the town of Steele and received more
applause than any other speaker.

He announcad it as an original idea with Lim to
declare Stecle the geographical center of the Ter-
ritory, but other speakers had stolen his ideas. His
certified check for ¥100,000 was in the hands of
the commission, and Steele could boast of being
the most enterprising and promising town in north
Dakota. He declared that he was not_respousible
for the lack of enternrisa on behalt of Grand Forks
and I'argo, but that Steele mneaut business,

At the conclusion of the remarks by Mr.
Steele the meetiug adjourned, subject to the
call of the president. Some of the commis-
sioners will visit thoir repective humes, mak-
ing their headquartersat Canton until Saturday
night, when, vroceeding to 8t Paul, Sunday
night th. y wili lcave for the Northern Dakota
towns presenting bids. Sherif Pat Breopau
of Yankton this morning served writs of que
warrauto on Commissioners Scott and Spauld.
ing, as had been previously done ou other
members.

Northern Penitentiary Building
The board of the directors of the Ter-
ritorial penitentiary met at Bismarck, on
the 15th. Present: ILounsbery, Mec
Lean, Dunn, of Bismarck, Miller, of Wah
peton, and Edwards. of Fargo. A. W
Edwards was elected chairman and J
P. Dunn, secretary. An advertisement
was ordered calling for I‘»h\ns and speci-
fications for building & §50,000 peniten-
tiary. to be considered on the 30 ime&t.

Dakota Territorial News.

Special agent James of the interior de-
partment ;arrested James C. Curtiss
purporting to be from Beidgewater,
Dak., for personating one, John Gordon
of Towa. In 1881, Gordon located a
homestead in this city. The year fol-
lowing hLe died, and a short time there-
after, Curtiss came to the land officeand
represented himself as above noted,
made the necessary affidavits ard be-
lieved himself in possession of the prop-
erty. He attempted to borrow $400 on
the same and was detected. He was
brought before the agentasabove stated.
His case is continued. The evidence is
conclusive. The penalty is $1,000 or ten
years imprisonment or both.

Grand Forks people are raising $10,-
000 in'subcriptions tosecure the location
in that city of the University of North
Dakota.

Filings at the Bismarck land office last
week were 200 per cent. in excess of
those for the same time last vear.

Frank Bartlett, founder of the town of
that name, says the Ward boys never
jumped the claim of Miss Jessie Bart-
lett, or tried to.

A man, name unknown, living eight-
teen miles sontheast of Larimore, was ac-
cidentally killed by being cut with a knife,
It occurred at a store three miles from
Northwood on the Goose river.

Grading is to be commenced immedi-
ly on the Carrington branch of the
Northern Pacific to Sykesville. As soon
as the grading has been completed the
construction of the Mouse river road
from Carrington will be commenced.

The committee to examine the ac-
counts of Treasurer Thompson of Val-
ley City, hava found his books correct,
and have signed a statement to that ef-
e ct.

All machinery for improvements at
the Ora Fino mine at Deadwood has
been shipped from Chicago. and will gbe
followed by the contractor. Everythin
will be in readiness for a resumption o
mining and milling by the 1st of July.

The Huron Leader publishes extracts
from the transcript of evidence by Dr.
Burdock of Vermillion, before Yankton
grand jury, to the effect that John R.
Gamble of Yankton offered him $10,000
if he would vote against the removal bill

on its passage in the legislative council.

Truth is Mighty and Must Prevail

Is a good old maxim, but no more reliable than the ‘oft re-
peated verdict of visitors that

COOPERSTOWN, DAKOTA,

18 the Queen City of a magnificent county and the most
beautifully located of the many new and prosperous places
of North Dakota, It is the

Permanent County Seat of Griggs County,

and, though only a few months old. already has a repre-
sentation in nearly every branch of business and each man
enjoying a profitable trade.  Plenty of room for more bus-
mess houses, mechanics or professional men.  Cooperstown
is not only the
TERMINUS OF THE S. C. & T. M. R. R,,
but is also Headquarters thereof.  In short, the place is, by
virtue of its situation i

The Central City of the Central County of North Dakota.

THE GEOGRAPHICAL CENTER ! THE COMMERCIAL CENTER !

THE FINANCIAL CENTER! THE RAILROAD CENTER!
and the outfitting poimnt of settlers for fifty miles to the
North and West.  The energetie spirit of Cooperstown’s eit-
izens, who in most cases have not yet reached the meridan
of life, the singleness of purpose and unity of action in push-
ing her interests, have resulted i giving her an envious
reputation for business thrift even this carly in her history.

CGRIGGS COUNTY
iy the acknowledged Eden for settlers and home-seckers,  1ts
soil is unsurpassed; its drainage the very best; ity elimate
salubrious, and its railway advantages par-excellent,  Pub-
lic land in the county is becoming scarcer every day, yet
there are still thousands of  opportunities for the landless

to et homes.
GREAT STRIDES

toward Metropolitan comforts have been made in Coopers-

town and the wandering head of the weary traveler can

lhere find rest and entertainment at an '
BEAUTIFUL AND ELEGANTLY APPOINTED HOTEL.

erected at a cost of $21,000.  The man who becomes a eit-
izen of Griggs county’s thrifty capital can have, without
price or waiting, the advantages of

GOOD SCHOOLS AND SPLENDID SOCIETY.

The rapidly erowing embryonie eity of Cooperstown is
surrounded on all sides by the very richest lands in North
Dakota. Cooperstown, situated as it is in the very heart of
a new and fertile region, must boom to keep pace with the

UNPARALELLED RAPID DEVELOPMENT
of the surrounding country.  When you stop and consider
the facts you will realize the advantages this new town
enjoys. It being the terminus of a railroad. the entire
country makes it a

UNIVERSAL TRADING POINT,

a fact demonstrated by the merchants already established
and enjoying big trades, Cooperstown is not an experl-
ment but is built on the solid rock of commerecial indus-
try,- Sonnd investments can be made in Cooperstown city
property or Griggs county farm lands by applying to the

COOPER TOWNSITE CO., Cooperstown, D. T.,
Or J. M. BURRELL, Sanborn, D. T.

Plats Sent on Request. Uniform Prices to All,



