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- BISMARCK’S NEW BOOM.

——

It Is Derived from the Final Decision of
the Dakota Capital Commis-
sion.

—_—

ismarck Gets a Majority of Five, and
the Choice is Then Gracefully
Made Unanimous.

—_——

Interesting Outline of the Last Meeting
and Crowning Act of the
Commission,

—_——

Other Aspiring Towns of the Territory
Accept the Result with a Show
of Cheerfulness.

———

THE DOINGS AT FARGO,
THE BALLOTS IN DETAIL.

From the Pioneer Press - .

" FaRGo, Special Telegraw, June 2.—The in-
terest hero was intense this morning and all
last night on the capital question. Canvassing
conlinued all night. Gov. Ordway and other
prominent men from all parts of the
Territory were on Land watcbing and
waiting and taking part in the business. Some-
times it seemed as if one place, other times
another, was ahead, according to the
wishes of the man who was talk-
ing. The commissioners met in Rooms
25 and %26 of the Headquartsra ho-
tel this morning, all the members being
present, and Alexauder Hughes in the chair.
After thecall to order, tie chairman directed
te secretary to call the roll for balloting.
Seven ballots were taken, all with the same re.
sult, as follows:

Beott and McKernzie for Bismarck, Myers,
Jughes and Spaulding for Radfeld, Belding and
De Long for Pierre, Matthews for Huron and
Thompson for Mitchell.

After the fifth ballot, Thompson, with
Spaulding as a second, moved to adjourn uuntil
3 o'clock. Myers, Belding, Spaulding and
Thompeon voted yes; Scott, De Long, Hughes,
Mathews and McKenzie voted no, and the
motion was declared lost. At the end of the
seventh ballot Thompson renowed his
motion toadjourn,Myers seconding him. Myers,
Belding, Hughos, Spau!ding and Thomp-
son vcted yes; Scott, De Long, Matthews, and
McKenzie, no, earrying the motion. The af-
ternoon session was held in Keeney hall, and all
were present. The clerk at once called the
roll on the ballot for a location, and the fol-
lowing is the vote:

Scott, Belding, Do Long and McKenzie voted
for Bismarck, Matthews for Huron, Thompson for
Huron, Thompson for Mitchell, Myers, Spauld-
ing, and Hughes for Redfield. No choice.

The next vote was:

Hughes, Scott, McKenzie, Belding and De Long
for Bismarck; Spalding and Myers for Redfleld;
Mathews for Huron, and Thompson for Mitchell.

Bismarck was doclured chosen. Mr. Thomp-
son moved, and Spalding seconded him, to
make the choice unanimous. and this was car-
ried witbout dissent. A rccess of fifteen min.
ntes was then taken, and after being called to
order, Mr. Spalding offered a series of reso-
lutions. The preamble recites the appointment
of the commission, their selection of the
ground offered by Bismarck for a capital site,

pamely the northeast quarter of sec-
tion 33, town 139, nporth of range
80 west, and the mnorth bhalf of the

porth half of section 9, town 138,
north of range SO west. It declares the first
jece mentioned a8 the place on which the

capitcl ghall be built, and says:

THE DECIDING RESOLVES.

The same is hereby declared to be the site of the
geat of government of said Territory.

Resoived, That the tract of ground this day se-
lected as the site of the capitol building of this Ter-
ritory, be surveyed and laid out as prescribed by
act of the legislature, and that of this tract not
to exceed twenty acres shall ba set apart as the
capitol grourds, and the remainder shall be divided
into lots and blocks.

Resolved, That the committee on grounds be
authorized to engage the services of a competent
surveyor and of such assistants as may be necessary
to do the work of Ilaying out the said
tract of ground, and the compensation of such sar-
'veyor and assistants shall ba paid out of the funds
under the control of this commission,

Resolved, That the plat of such survey shall be
prepared and laid before this commission with all
convenient speed.

Resolved, That the chairman of this commission
be authiorized and direcied to take such steps as
may be requisite to complete the donations guar-
anteed to the Territory on behalf of the place
selected as the seat of government,

Resolved, That Mcssrs. Hughes, Spalding
McKenzie, Belding and Thompson are appointed
a building committes and are authorized and
instructed to cause to be issued notice to
architects asking for plane and specifications
for the capitol building, and take such action as
may be necessary to secure plans for said building
as provided by the law.

The resolution also appoints Messrs. Math-
ews, DeLong, Myers, Scott and Hughes to plat
anc lay out the land as tho law provides. 'L'he
resolutions were adopted by a vote of eight
to one, Myers voting no. On motion of Mr.
Mathews, the salary of Secretary Wheelock
was made the eame as thatof the commission-

ars—§6 a day and all expenses. The com
mission adjournedto meet at the call of the
chairman. Most of them go homeward to-
night, arriving in 8t. Paul Sunday morning.
PRESIDENT HUGHES' REASONS.

Alexander Hughes, president of the capital
commission, and one of the most influential
members of that body, in a private conversa-
tion with your correspondent said he would
answer for his own purity of motives, and be-
lieved in the integrity of the other members.
Bismarck ie, in his opinion, incontestably the
best place for the capital. The question of
division of the Territory is dead for years at
least. The Democrats will have control of
congress for years, and their chances for
supremacy in the entire machinery of the gov-
ernmen? reem excellent.  If division is out of
the question, he further reasons, none of the
“towns suggested can compare with Bismarck
for s moment. It is within forty miles of the
geographical center, has a superb agricultural
country east, west, north and south of it; is
not in embryo, but an_actual town and a live
one, and its offer to Dakots was a munificent
one.

“They could well afford to make it,” continued
Mr. Hzhes, “for I believe Bismarck will be s
second Omaha. I know the Milwaukee and North-
westeru both intend to reach it forthwith, and peo-

Je don't half appreciate what a paradise the Heart
ver valley—which lies opposite the town—is: but
they have only to see it to do so. Now, look at the
other towns. The site offered at Huron was in
nowise desirable. The land is low, or most of it la
and I doubt.it $100,000 could have been squeezs

y
out of it,

“The oftering of PFierre was cut up into
different lots, ouly two of which were in any way
desirable or likely to prove profitable. To have
secured the £100,000, whicli the law makes requi-
site, would have requiredl tha mest careful kind of
financiering. Mitchell isa good town. bur it is too
far south, and ubout the same obisctious ave valid |
against it which apply to Yunikton. Non- of the |
commissioners dare seriously to vote for Ordway. |
It would be

POLITICAY. AND MOQAL DEATH.

The. Chicago syndicate, wlo have bought up
thousands of acres there, wouild be credited with
the purchase of every one of us—body,
mind  and  soul. Ordway. too, is com-
paratively ciose to the 46th parailel, thougn,
as I said, I dou’t think the question of division
peed enter—division is dead rfor years to come.
The law under which we are working is clearly ex=
plicit—I should kunow, as I framed it—and directs
that a site should be chosen with reference to its
eligibility, for the **whole territory” and the readi-
ness with which it can be reached from any part of
Dakota. That Bismarck best fulfills these condi-
tions no one can dispute who will dispassionately
nd conscientiously examine the may of the terri-
tory."
Mr. Hughes was further askea as to what
effect the legal proceedings against the com-
mission would have. He laughingly said:
** You are not so foolish as to believe they will
amount to anything, are vou? \Why, they were in-
stituted by the disgruntied Yaunktonians sclely to
frighten the towns which intended to bid. They
hoped the commissign would nost receive any
tangible or desirable offers, and would thus be made
ridiculous. The game didn't work, asyou have seen.
I am proud of the Territory., Why, I bave iu an
envelore in my safe offers agzgregating fully
£2,000,000, ana, as fer=w, #e & N0t Open OF
consider all the bids. What ather Territory of
equal age—or older for that mattar—could or would
make such liberal bids?"

WHAT OTHERS THINE
Aleck McKenzie, who 18 the heroof the hour,
bears his honors meekly and seems rather to
dread the ovation which is sure to await him at
Bismarck. To Lhis personal influence more
than to that of any one man is due the
gelection of the site. While acknowledg-
ing that tho result is very gratifying
to bim personally he insists that when the nat-
ural disappointment of unsuccossiul towns is
abated, the universal verdict will be that Bis-
marck was the wisest choice posaible to

make. The selection will put many dol-
lars in his pocket, a8 he 18 s large

holder of realty in Bismarek, a town in which
he has had unbounded faith through good and
evil revort. Ho insists with much earnestness
that everything has been open and avove board
in tho dealinga of the commission, and that
Bismarck won on its merits.

OPINION IN FARGO.

Gov. Ordway does not conceal his satisfac-
tion at the result, and although he may have
had other preferences, Pierre or Ordway, for
example, his sentiment, ‘‘anything to beat my
Yrnkton opposers,” has received a pleas-
ant fillip. Roberts, the Fargo capital-
ist, is not at all tickled, and
probably feels as bitterly as Col. Pat Donan,
though not as outspoken as the latter who can-
not find superlatives strong enough to condemn
the commissions in toto and in detail
Wal:h and La Moure of the upper
country declare themselves satiatied since
North Dakota came to the front in great shape,
as they express it; while W. F. Steele is, ot
course, jubilans, tne proximity of Bismarck to
his town site largely enhancing the value of the
Iatter. Wells of Jamestown was not seen,
but 1s understood to be satisfied, and tho same
is regarded as the feeling of Touner of Lari-
more. In fact, few who live north of the
forty-gixth parallel have anything derogatory
to say of the commissioners’ action.

GRASPING THE FORELOCK.

It is regarded os a stroke of good policy,
and credited to Aleck Hughes, to have taken
jmmediate steps toward the preparation of
plans and the exact location of the capi-
tal. It is said that as the $100,-
000 is immediately available, it
is wise to use soms of it
at once, 80 that the people will the more read-
ily acquiesce. Of course, there are plentiful
charges of bribery and corruption, but none
are definite as to persons or amounts, and the
commissioners preserve an air of innate reoti-
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GEOGRAPHICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE
THE NEW DAKOTA CAPITAL

. sl |
rl_\& |

—Boundaries of present city as platted.
B—160 acres north, donated to Dakota.

C—1060 acres south, douated to Dakota.
D—Proposed cavitol site.

E—Railroad depot.

F—Sheridan house,

G—High schocl.

H—Conrt house,

I I I—Missouri rivar.

K—Railroad bridge across the Missourl.

e —
THE LOCATION OF THE CITY.

The city of Bismarck is in latitude 46 deg.
13 min. north, longitudo 100 deg. 38 mun.
west. It is on the main line of the Northern
Pacific, 469 miles north of west from St. Paul,
447 miles almost due west of Duiuth, 195
miles west of Fargo, 157 miles east of
the Montana  lize, about 4350 miles
by land north of Yankton, end 223 miles south-
aast of Fort Buford also by land. The river
Jistances from the two points last named are
sonsiderably greater. Fort A. Lincoln is dia-
tant five miles by road and ferry, Fort Yates
f1tv-six, and Fort Stevenson seventy-thrae, to
the north. Almostdirectly opposite on the weet-
arn side of the Miesouri is the mouth
of the Heart river, the crookedest
stream to ba found and running through one
the most fer:ile and beautiful valleys on the
sontinent. The country roundabout does not
differ materially in general characteristice
from that which may be found north on the
Missouri as far as Fort Peck and south to
Sioux City or Omaha, though the buttes are
more marked than they are fuylhpx: south, and
the bottoma and uplands more inviting looking.
For more than twenty miles east from the town
aito the ground gradually undulates, some
times abraptly, but in geoeral with gradual
and readily-cultivatable slopes. It is com-
paratively well watered, Apple creek, which
empties into the Missouri tive miles below
the city, emriching the adjacent territory,
1n its winding and fertilizing course. In fact
the lay of the land impresses all comers ex-
ceedingly favorably, and the rolling billows of

round are sometimes felt as & relief after the
getd lovels of the farther East. Of surrouud-
ing timber there is little, the trees being gen-
erally cottonwoods on the river bottoms and
small willows on the tributary creeks.

THE TOWN ITSELY.

Bismarck is built on what is known as the
second bench of the Missouri, and in the town
site proper, as now plat there are about
three sections of land, of which one is pretiy

well built over. Scattered buildinge.sre oumer-

the Bismarck & Black Hills propose:

allel. The route of the Milwaukee & BSt. Paul p

The above map shows the territorlal position of Bismarck, and also sets down the lines o
rond which the sanguine belleve will be completed in the near futurs. In addition tothe Northera
Pacific, already in operation, and the sropond routes of the trunk lines (more fully explained below), is
route to Deadwood,

Buford, to connect, it is fucther proposed, with the Manitoba extension from the
heavy broken line near the center of the map is meaut to represent the much-talked of fo

and the projected line northeasterly to Fort

Devil’s Lake county. The
-sixth pare
extension is not given, but it trends northeas!

trom Ellendale, and lies between the Fargo & Southiwestern and the Northwestern extension.

ous on the various lots 1nto which
the other sections are divided. The 160
acree, narked B in tho diagram, has an alfi-
tude of ritty to sevauty-five feet greater than
that of the railway track at the depot. Within
its scove are eeveral rounded knolls upon
which public buildings can be erccted to com-

mand an excellent view of the
entire surrounding country, the  Mis-
gourt and i's valiey iocluded. It is distant

less than three-quarters of a mile from the
depos, aud the town already rcaches with
buildings and strects it southern edge. Upon
twenty acres of this it is probable the capitol
building will be located, leaving 110 for eale
by the Territory. Land immediately adjacent
to this tiact was sold last au-
tumn for ¥312 per acre, in bulk,
subsequently platted and the lots sold at
a rate aggregating $1,000 per acre. It is
authoritatively stated thet there will be no difti-
culty in rvealizing from the =ale of this 140
acres the $300,000 guuranteed the Territory

by the Dismarck banks. This  bein
80, Dakota will secure $400,00
with which to erect public buildings,
the added $100.000 being a cash

‘The 1060

payment on the ;lam'z of the city.
acres markod Clhie about three-fourths of a
mile south of the railway depot, in what is
kuown as the first bottom of the Missouri river;
in other words tho northers grant commands
and overlooks the town, the southern one is
overlooked by it The latter quarter section
is, of course, not so valuable as the other, but
a low estimate of its value, in the aggregate,
is given as $100 per acre, which would make
the plat worth an additional $16,000 to the
Territory. As previously stated, there are
many handsome brick stores and business
blocks in tbe town, and the court
house, which cost $30,000, was erocted in
1880, and is a creditable and handsome
structure. The Sheridau house, already re-
ferred to, 18 one of the notable buildings, and
tho new Hizh schoo!, the eite of which 18 given
in the diagram, will prove a great adornment.
Maoy of the residences are handsome and
cominodious. The 3,000inhabitants have ten
hotels, four churches, two bauks, two public
halls, one daily and two weekly newspapers,
an artesizn well, a grain elevator, a flour mill,
extensive brick yards, larze freigut depots,
both in the town and at tho Loat-landing. dis-
tant a mile and & half from the center of the
city. The Northern DPacific railway runs
through the town from east to west, cury-
ing north when it nears the river, and
through » deep cut reaching the magniticeut
bridge across the Missouri, which was opened
for travel last year. It cost nearly $1,500,-
000, has four spans of 400 feet cach, aud two
reversed truss spans of 150 fect each. The
approachesand Flers ara trinmpls of . modern
engineering, and the whole wtructure is re-
arded as one of the finest of the kind in ex-
18tence.
STATISTICS OF BUSINESS.

As previously stated, Bismarck’s early trade
was largely with ranchmen, tlie forts in Da.
kota and Montana and through steamer
vines. In 1877 the Northwesterun Transpor-
tation company, opened the road to
the Black Hills from Bismaxck djrect to Dead-
wood, and can dally stages for preaen;iers and
tri-weckly wagon t1a'ns for freight. In 1879
the company removod its stubles and stock
to Pierre, and the Deadwood, rcad from
Bismarck, was practically abandoned
Until the completion of the Northern Pacific
railway to Glendive,Bismarck was the slipping
point on the river for all the snpplies destined
to the great Northwest Territory, and 1s still
holds its supremacy, in a steamboat way,
among the 1iparian town north of Kansas
City. In 1882 a total of 27,481 141
pounds of government and private freigh:twere
shipped north from Bismarck, and 14,396,788
from Sioux City to Dismarck. The down
stream freight during the year amounted to

3,700,000 pounds, and included wool,
buffalo robes, hides, and bullion.
The  receipts of  frieght by rail

during the year 1882 were 61,092,302
pounds. and in the same period 17.541 pas-
sengers landed In the town. Aseariyas 1877,
the listed improvements in the way of build-
ings focted to the handsome valuation of
$140,650. The town, as previously
stated, is fast becoming an agricultural
center. Land is taken up on the east side of
the Miseouri as far north as For: Stevenson,
and at Painted Woods, about twenty miles
north, are thriviug settlements of Scandina-
vians, Russians and not & few Ameri-
cans. Many of the farmers have
large herds of cattle and sheer,
but wheat and oats are the staples; and in
1881 Burleigh county, of which Bismarck is
the county seat, took the prize at the Minne-
spolis exposition as the banner wheat-growing
county of the Northwest, the quality of the No.
1 bard being especially and favorably com.
mented upon.

—_—
THE RAILWAY SYSTEM.
A PROJECTED NET WORE.

The only railroad at present entering Bis.
mark is the Northern Pacific, but it will not be
many months before all the Northwestern
trunk lines will axtend sheir roads to the new

Torritorial eapital. Thoe Chicago, Milwaukes

& 8t Paul's track now stops at
E lendale, and tbe Northwestern at
Aberdeen, Neithor place is  very

distant from Bismarck, aud both companies
will in all probability soon commence work
upon their respective extensions The Mil-
waukee & St. Paul has already expressed its
intention of doing so, and the Northwestorn
bas all along been  decided upon
entering the capital if it was located
anywhere near either it3s main or branch lines,
Tho Manitoba bas at present no road running
in the direction of Bismarck, but shou!d the
Importance of the city demand it, may be
trusted to get thore. The Manitoba crosses the
Northern Pacitic at Wahpetonand Fargzo, The
forty-three miles of road which the Manitoba
graded out from Wahpaton was transferred to
the Northern Pacificin the rocent large trade
made hetween thessroads. The Northern Pacific
| has ironed this strip, aud intend continuing it
either to Lisbos or to La Moure. At either
Blaco it will reach the Fargo & Southwestein

ranch, which, as stated, will be continued oun
into the capital. With tho comp!etion of theso
extensions and new roads, Bismarck wili be
given rail communication with the whole coun-
try, and lay claim to Leing the railway, as well
as tho commercial, center of the Territory.

S —
TERRITORIAL OPINIONS.
BisMarck, Dak.,Spocial Telegram, June 2. —
There is great yet undemonstrative rejoicing
here to-night over the selection of Bismarck
for the capital of Dakota. On cvery side are
hieard praises for Alexander McKonzie, mem-
ber of the comumisgion from Bismarck, who is
couceded by a'l to have been the most untiring
worker on the commission. The city has

been  filled  with  s'rangers during the
past two days, and many capital-
ists have invested largely. At loast

$500,000 worth of proporty has chauged
bands in tho&mnt forty-cight bours. It secms
to be a settled fact that both the Milwaukee &
St. Paul and the Northwestern will build to
Bismarck this year. Buperintendent Prior, of
the Milwankece & St. Paul road, is lere, and it
is it rumored that both roads liave secured
terminal facilities, The most kiudly feeling is
express2d for tho pioneer line, the Northern
Pacific, which the pcople here regard as a great
factor in bringing about this happy result.
The future of DBismarck is now unquestioned.

YankToN, Dak., Junc 3.—News of the loca-
tion of the capital did not reach here until a
late Liour last night and was not publicly known
until this moruing. Great interest was mani-
fested. Groups of men were here and there on
tho stront discussing the mattor. Tho decision
ig received with much satisfaction as a rulo.
It has been considered that Bismarck would be
the second choice of most of Southn Dakota
aspirants for the capital, as this would still
leave the question of the capital of South
Dakota open. Yankton for the most
part shared this fecling, though sowe
exproas fear that the same influcnce, as
they put it, which caused the selection of Lis-
marck may also prevent division. Of course,
Yankton has been almost unanimous in con-
demninz the removal, but tho location at
Bismarck is considered the best thing that
could be now done. When a Yanktonian who
has taken great interest in thie quo warranto
procecdings was asked whether the litization
would be etopbped, he replied that he
thought not, though the snit would
undoubtedly be presacd with less vigor.  An-
other replied that they would be stopped, but
such would not be the caso had the capital been
located in any Soutn Dakota town. Tnose whe
have insisted that the removal was a schemo of
a syndicate with the governor to locate the capi-
tal at Ordway, admit thoir mistake; bur, with a
shake of the head which i3 supposed to have a
deep meaning, they essert that Alcxander Mc-
Kenzio is a rustler. Somo who havs favored
the removal look upon the location at Eismarck
with a feeling of re:ret, realizing that, to @
great mass of Dakota’s population, Bismarck
18 asinaccessible as Yankton.

MaxpaN, Dak., June 3.—Gov. Ordway, ic
Mandan to-night, says the location of the cap.
ital in Bismarck is an excellent decision anc
will benefit Mandan and the Northern Pacific
country west ef here. In his opinion it is the
ben; place and the most central location on the
roa

WAHPETON, Dak., Special Telegram, June
o.—The location of the capital at Bismarck,
vesterday, is received by our people with
almost universal eatisfaction. Representative
Pyatt of this district says that, next to Wahpe-
ton, Bismarck was his first choice. He thinks
that division of the Territory is liable tao como
J. H. Mill

sooner, rather than be delayed. iller,

of the penitentiary board, was in favor of
Hlnron, ut thinks Bismarck the next best
place.

Varrey Crry, S8pecial Telegram, June 3.—
Public opinion here 1ndorses the action of
commissioners in locatiog the capital at Bis-
marck. Upon the receipt of the news in this
city Mayor Benson as once wired to Mayor Ray-

mond of Bismarck the congratulations of the
people of Valley City upon the former city's

good fortune in securing the capi

pital
MrrcaeLy, Dak, Spgcial Telegram, June 2. |

—The uricertainty .and’ delay of news on the
balloting of the capital comniissioners has kept
the people of Mitchell in a state of intense ex-
citement all day. Nothing definita was heard
till late this evening, when the selection of Bis-
marck was aunounced. The citizens, while
really disappointed in regard to our own pros.
pacts, are oetter satistied with the salection of
Birmarck than of any other place. Pcols were
selling here to-day with odds in favor of Bis
marck., Mitchell did notuneed the capital any-
way and will boom as usual. There is now
hope of the capital of Southern Dakota lere.

UHAMBERLAIN, Dak., Special Telegram, June
2. —Bismarck will give good aatisfaction to
people here. Chamberlaiu was our first choice
and Bismarck next.

ABERDEEN, Dak, June 2.—The location of
the capital at Bismarck is the occasion of much
surprise horo. It was geuerally thought that
it would go to Ordway. Ths location i3 looked
at with favor, as the expected location at Ord-
way wonld injure Aberdaen, and in ths future
Aberdeon will have a better chance for the
cnlgiml of the southern part.

URON, Dak., Special Telegram, Junoe 2. —As
far as can be ascertained this evemug, the peo-
ple seem well satisfiod with the decision of the
capital commission.

AMESTOWN, Dak., Spocial Telegram, June 2.
—Tho people of Jamestown scem vory well
antisuo\i with the decision of the capita! com-
mis«ion,

P1ERRE, Special Telegram, June 3.—The de-
cision of tho capital commi-sion, by which the
capital is located at Bismarck, 13 received by
all hers with surprise, as it bas been under-
stood that North Dakota, in view of the prob-
able division of the Territory, did not ask the
capital now. However, the second choica of
Picrre was Bismarck, since all believe that the
capital should be located on the Missouri river,
aud the decision just mado gives strong indica-
tions that the capital for Southern Dakota will
be at Dierre.

CantoN, Special Telegram, Junse 3.—Our
peoyle will aceept the action of the commis-
sion without vigorous protest, altbough a
South Dakota location would have been pre-
farred. Many are disposed to blame the south-
orn members for not uniting upon & scuthern
location.

GrAND Fonrgs, Special Telezram, Juno 3. —
Only strong advocates of division are dissatis.
ficd with tho location of the capital at Bis.
marck. A largo number are pleascd that North
Dakota carricd off the prize.

-
Dakota Wheat Lands.

Washington Republican: It is a noticeable
fact that about six in every ten of the entries
of public lands this year have becn made inthe
Torritory of Dakota. Reports from that part
of the country indicate that within another
year very nearly all of the agricultural lauds
east of tho Missouri river will have been
taken up by actual settlers. The reasons
for this gonecral tendency toward the Dakots
country are not geunerally understood In
spite of climatic &inndvantngos which make
some parts of the Territory disagroeablo as
places of residenco, the Territory is irre-
sistibly attractive to those who waut the beat
and most reliable fields for grain growing.
'l‘bo goil is & rich loam many fect in dopth,
lying upon a bed of hard clay, which® is
almost waterproof. During the winter the
weathor is a constant variation from frost to
thaw, 80 that by spring tho soil is filled with a
moisture go abundaut that wheat will grow
and flourish upon it independent of rainfall.
Such a thing as a wheat failure has never been
known in that part of the country, though
frequently since settlement vegan the sum-
mers bave been excessively hot and dry. The
yield morover is always large, and most of
the farmers after a few seasons have so far
prospered that they bave been able to hold
their grain for a high market. Theso things
have served to draw the bulk of immigration
that way in & ratio that is increasing o fast
that within a very few mouths only the low
grounds and barren spots, which are fow, will
remain unsettled. Then will come the cuttivg
up of those vast farms which a fow vears
ago astonished the world by their ex-
tent and their extraordinary productivencss.
Thesc farms served their purpose in adver-
tising the Territory while yet it was young.
Their owners will scarce be able to resist the
opportunitios that must shortly be offered
them to sell at prices which will yield them
fabulous profits. The next report of the gen-
oral laud oftico will show that more than two-
thirds of all the sales to actual settlers on the
public dcomain this spring and summer have
been in the wheat lands of Dakota.

A Dakota Timber Culture Entry.

The actingcommirsioner of the general jané
office to-dsy reunderod a decision in tho con-
tested lgml caso of Buell against Conuelly and
Ayors, involving one of the so-called fraudu-
lent Cameron timber culture entries in the
Huron, Dak., land district. The decision can-
cels the entry of Ayers, on the groun thatat the
time his entry was mado the previous contest
of Bucll against Counelly was vending, aund
awards the lands to Buoell. In reviewing tho
case,the acting commissiouer says:

_It appears from the evidence taken at the trial in
November, 1881, that Connelly had in no particu-
lar complied with the law, and this he virtually ad-
mits by filing his relinquishiment of the entry dated
July 10, 1880; but I ulso find that long prior to
that date Conneily had relinguished his entry, to
wit, August 2, 1879, the execution of which is at-
tosted by William H. Davenport aud George Ran-
dall. This relinquishment is executed
on the back of the duplicate receipt
and only ten days after date of entry. The
relinquishment of July 10, 1880, is executed upon
a separate printed sheet, which is pasted on the
back of the duplicate receivt, thus hiding the first
relinquishment from sight, the existence of which
was ascertained by soaking the duplicate receipt
and second relinquishiment in water, and they came
apart. Mr. Ayers, in his contest affidavit,
dated January 3, 1833, sweurs posi-
tively that Connelly had failed to comply with
the law in any particular, and that this entry is one
of a series of entries made by John D. Cameron
which are all notorionsly fraudulent and illegal.
It is conceded bLy both Mr. Buell aud Mr. Ayers,
aud the testimony and relivquishments establish
the fact that Connelly's entry was fraudulent and
illegal and that be did not cowply with the law.
His entry is accordingly canceled,

An appeal will he made by Hr. Ayers to the
secrotary of tho interior.
-—-
Mr. Hinman, commissioner to gecure
signatures of the Indians to the agree-
ment to cede a portion of the reserva-
tion to the government, hasobtained the
signatures of nine-tenths of the male ad-
ults at Red Cloud agency. He did not
push his work at Spotted Tail agency, as
the Indians have been a couple of
months without beef and their hearts
are bad. They lost during the winter,
1,5000 head of cattle, and are consequent-
ly short of meat rations. He anticipates
some difficulty at Cheyenne and Brule
agency, as white men have there been
interesering with the work of the com-
mission by prejudicing the Indians
against the proposed cession of a portion
of their territory.

Deadwood Times: We are now satis-
fied that we will require no assistance

from abroad: we can pull out of this dif-
ficulty, and hope soon to be good as

new.

Lieut. H. M. Creel is postmaster and
W. M. Ferris, assistant, of the Creel
City office.

Washburn, McLean county, iserecting
a $10,000 flouring mill.

The route of the proposed Ordway.
Frederick & Bismarck road will be from

Ordway, Brown county, Dak., to Bis-
marck, hurleinh county.




