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Cooperstown Gontier.

By E. D. STAIR.
COOPERSTOWN, GRIGGS CO., DAF.
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There was a heavy frostin many parts
of New England on the 3d inst., doing
considerable damage in some localities.
In these localities the drouth has been
quite serious and with the late drouth
and the early frost the agricultural out-
look is not over cheerful.

The spectacle of the president of the
Uuited States walking about the halls
and piazzas of Hotel Lafayette, at Lake
Minnetonka, and heartily greeting
friends and acquaintances, and cordially
shaking hands with a'l those presented
to him—was astonishing to Villard’s for-
eign guests. Rulers in the old country
‘‘don’t do such things, you know.”

The merecantile agencies, pretty fair
authority, report the autumn trade as
generally favorable. Business through-
out the country has been well main-
tained, the bank exchanges indicating a
considerable increase over the corre-
sponding week of last year, and there
are certainly indications of increased ac-
tivity at many leading centers. The
condition of the money market seems
favorable and the year is certainly like-
ly to be one of vast production.

The total number of immigrants land-
ing at the port of New York for the
eight months ended Aug. 31, was 284,-
966. This was a decrease of 58,572 from
the number landed duringthe corre-
sponding period last year. Each month
of the year, with one exception, showing
a falling off in the nu-aber, compared
withi last year. The (otal immigration
last year was more than 450,000. It is

not probsble that the total nuinber this
ear will exceed 350,000, but this num-
er is far in excess of the average num-
ber during the last ten years.

The September Century makes thi
prediction for New York: That before
another century passes its population
will surpass that of London, and that it
will be the unrivaled center of finance
and commerce, of luxury and fashion,
of art and literature—the heart and
brain, in a word—ofthe civilized world.”
This seems to be conclusive, but what
will become of London in all this time?
Will the New Zealander be “sitting on
London bridge viewing the ruins of St.
Paul’s,” or will London be in process of
decadence, instead of unexampled ad-
vancement, as at the present time.

The details of the dread performances
of earthquakes ant volcanoes on the
Island of Java are most appaling. Here
was a scene spread over a tract whose
coast line is seven hundred miles, that
re-enacted some of the throes of old
Mother Earth in earlier geologic ages,
the only chronicles of which are writ-
ten in the rock. A period of some im-
portance in the earth’s history is evi-
dently being accomplished just now—to
put these tremendous convulsions in
the Indian Archipelago with the yawn-
ing and sinking of the earth in the is-
land of Ischia, and other ominous signs
in the Italian thin spots of the crust.
Awful as was the destruction of human
life at Ischia, it was but a tithe of that
which has doubtless taken place in Java.

The fluctations of the last several
weeks have tended to make everybody
more cautious, and this renders money
somewhat tighter than formerly, bu
there is plenty to be had at low rates on
good security. The buyers for fall trade
are getting lower prices than they ex-
pected, and lower than the jobbers an-
ticipated. 8till, there is no general
pressure upon the market that forces
goods off at a loss to either manufactur-
ers or jobbers. There are crcakers, of
course, who, disappointed in schemes
of expected profits, cry out that a pan-
ic is coming; but they simply magnify
personal losses into general disaster.
While everything in trade seems to be
abcut at the bottom there is really noth-
ing to ereate apprehension. Low prices
benefit the great mass of consumers and
go long as there isa margin of prof-
it left for the sellers, danger is not very
near.

A writer on India claims that all that
1s needed to place India ahead of Amer-
ica as the cereal granaiy of Europe is
the reduction of rates of freight on the
railroads of that country to correspond
to our rates of freight from the west to
the castern states and theseaboard, The
grain rates on the Indian railroads are
three times as high as those on our lines,
and this is one reason why the United
States rather than India defies competi-
tion in the grain marketsof Europe. The
wheat crop of India already approaches
that of the Unifed States in magnitude,
amounting to 320,000,000 bushels annuai-
ly, or about three-quarters of our own.
That country could undoubtedly expand
the crop 100,000,000 bushels ‘or the sup-
ply of Europe, if there was a demand
for it at attractive prices. The Ameri-
can prairies have the lead of a few years
in time and in centuries jin intelligence
and probably will not be veaten in the
race, though earnest efforts are being

wade in Bombay to induce the Indian
railways to make reduction on cereals.

A. H. Bullis of Faribault county se-
cured two premiums at the Minneapolis
exposition, and Frank Atkinson two—all
on cattle,
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PITH OF THE NEWS.
EVENTS IN WASHINGTON.

The secretary of thelinterior, in a decis-
ion just rendered, holds that a pre-emption
settlement initiated and filed in good faith
is & bar to a timiber entry, under the act of
June 3, 1878, for the disposal of timber
lands in certain states and in Washington
territory. He also holds that where a set-
tler alleges that he has filed his declaration
to become a citizen and fails for a time to
secure record evidence of the fact, such evi-
dence when procured may be filed an
time before final disposal of the land, an
when filed is conclusive to his qualifica-
tions as a pre-emptor with respect to citi-
zenehip.

The question of what is the proper uni-
form to be worn by retired army offizers has
long been in dispute, but has at last been
solved by the war department authorities
to be the unitorm af 1he rank held, and of
the corps to which the officer belonged when
retired from the service, but omitting from
the shoulder knot the letters of the corpe or
the figures donntigf the regiment to wkich
the officer belonged.

The superintendent of the money order
system of the postoffice department is confi-
dent that the crusade against the new pos-

tal notes w1l die out in a short time, when
the public gets a little used to them. At
present a change in design or colo: of the
postal note is not contemplated, but if ~x-
perience suggests any modification likely
to improve the notes, they will be adopted

A special to the Washington Star an-
nounces the death of Gen. T. T. Fauutelroy
a Leesburg, Va. Gen. Fauntelroy was born
in Virginia and appointed to the army from
that state, was coummissioned major of the
second dragoons in 1836, lieu :enant-colonel
in 1846, colouel of First dragoons in 1859,
and resigned May, 1861.

A postal money order convention between
the United States and Hawaiian islands has

been signed by Fostmaster General Gresh-
am and the Hawaiian minister, to go into
effect Jan. 1.
NEWS OF THE RAILROADS.
At a meeting of stockbolders of the Ohio
Central, heldin Toledo, Ohio, on the 13th
inst., about one-half ot the $22,000 000 of
stock in the company was represented.
The old board of directors made a very full
report of the operations ot the company in
its present condition, up to June 30, 1883.
The gross earnings were $1,077,100; all
expenses, $727,328;, mel earningr, $349,722;
total floating debt, $798,583; cash itemson
hand, $349,486. Surplus over the debt,
$800,904; total first mortgage debt on all
divisions, $953,000; income debts, 6,480,000;
car trust certificates, $2,120,000; fixed
charges to pay on mortgage bonds, $541,-
300; car trust interest. $165,600; texes on
rentals, $80,080; total fixed chargrs, $790,-
080, All treasury securities were sold.
The mileage is 342 miles, main line; 47
miles of sidings, The equipment consists
of 47 engines, 4,578 freight cars, 12 passen-
ger cars and 13( miscellaneous cars,

The emigration department of the North-
ern Pacific road is making a collection of
oresfand minerals frem the various Mon-
tana mines. A large number of specimens
have already arrived at the office in &t.
Paul. A portion will be sent forlexhibition
at the Cincinnati exposition, a portion will
be sent to the Boston exposition, and a fine
lot kept in the emigration office. Some re-
markably fine specimens of petrified wood
have found their way into the collection,

An unbroken line of rail now extends from
Portland, Maine, to Portland, Oregon, and
some enterprising citizens will ship ten
freight cars filled with canned corn pui up
in Portland, Maine, directly to its name-
sake on the Pacific coast, without change
of cars. “From Portland, Me., to Portiand,
Oreg.,” so that they cannot fail te be no-
ticed all along the route. The train will
be photographed before it starts.

The Chicago & Northwestern road have
opened up for business a new line 126 miles
long, extending from Iroquois, Dak,.to
Hawarden, Iowa. The stations will be Al-
aster, Beresford, Centreville, Hurley, Par-
ker, Canistota, Salem, Canova, Vilas, Carth-
age and Ermond. The new route will be

known as the extension of the Dakq' a Cen-
tral railroad.

Recent development huve brought to
light that the Fargo & Southern air line is
only an extension of the Chicago, Milwau-
kee & 8t. Paul, whose terminus is F.rgo,
and connection with the main line at Junc-
tion switch, a mile east of Ortonville,

GENERAT. NEWS NOTES.

United States Marshal Oakley and United
States District Atturney Ledis, of Madison,
Wisconsin, recently seized the Spencer
brewery, Spencer, Marathon county, Wis.,
for alleged violations of the government
excise law. The value of the prope:ty
seized is estimaled at about $4,000.

H. 8. Benjauvnn, Milwaukee, dealer in

carriages, has made an assignment, Assets
$60,000; liabilities about the same.

———

CRIMES AND CRIMINALS.

Ex-Senator Sharon of California, was ar-
rested recently on a charge of adultery as
he was about tn take a train for the east
The charﬁe was preferred by Miss Addie
Hill, well known in society circles. The
lady claims that a coniract of marriage was
drawn up and azreed to between them; that,
in addition, she loaned him $90,000, $78,-
000 of whicl: he had repaid her. She placed
the matterin the hands of A man named W.
M. Neilson, of unenviable reputation, with
instructions to claim the balance of $12,-
000 said to be due her, and at thesame time
swore out a writ charging Sharon with
adultery. It is stated that Sharon drew his
check for the amount and gave bonds for
$5,000 to answer the charge. Miss Hilil
bases her claim of marriage and fact of
agreement of marriage as she states having
been entered into between herself and Shar-
on, holding that in point of law it is equiva-
lent to marriage, having been consumated.
The affair is openly pronounced a miser-
able casc of blackmailing, kept back until

the last moment, when Sharon was leaving
for the east.

Tke following is published as the facts in
 regard to Janes O, Parker,of Williamsport,
Pa., the absconding embezzler. It seems
that before absconding he tooka large
sum of money irom his partner, Bentley.
As soon a3 the latter made up his mind
that Parker had absconded, he started for
New York to see if he could get any trace
of him. He found tbat he had registered

at the Hoffman house on Tuesday follew-

1 ing, July 23. Bentley is unable to may the i

exact amount of Parker's embezzlement,
but fears it will ran up to $30,000, as new
facts are constantly developing. It isnow

over $20,000. It is understood that a young
lady of Williamsport has gone with him,
and it is belicved that the couple huve
started for Europe.

Henry P. Blessing, of 8t. Louis, made a
murderous assault on hia brother-in-law
named Hickman, on the 11th inst.,, firing

six shots at him, all of which took effect,
and proved mortal. Blessing then fired two
shols at bis wite, both of which s‘ruck her,
inflicting dangerous wounds. The infuri-
ated man then escaped from the house and
eluded pursuitfor an hour, when he was
found in the garret cof his house with his
throat cut from ear to ear, but not dead.
Jealousy was the supposed cause.

Juluis Krueger, a8 wealthy farmer resid-
lag about three miles from Juneai, Wis.,
on the Beaver Dam road, was on the {8th
inst., assaulted by his hired man, William
Bardell, who struck him with a ruilk stool
on the forehead. inflieting serious wounds,
from which he remained unconscious for
several hours. Bardell fled, bnt was cap-
tured during the day near Loweil. The
accused claims thatjthe attack was made in
self-defense, Krueger having struck him
with his hand and spat in his face.

Joseph Pune, an Italian, while atlempt-
ing to steal potatoes from a garden patch,
at Grapeville, Westmoreland county, Pa.
on the 11th inst,, was riddled with bullets
and then dragged to amailway crossing and
laid on the track, where he was discovered
some time later. The doctors say the
wounds are fatal. Farmers have been an-
noyed for some time past by parties com-
mitting depredations, and lay in ambush
with the above results.

At Denver, Colorado, on the 10th inst.,
Edward D. Cowan, city editor of the Lead-
ville Herald, was brulally arsaulted by
Alderman Jay of that city. The parties
were discussing politics, when Jay took ex-
ception to a remark of Cowan’s, knocked
him down and with a drawn revolver kept
the crowd ut bay, jumped on the face of
Cowan with heavy boots, kicked and
stamped him until almost unrecognizable.
Jay escaped to the mountains.

On First avenue south, Minneapolis,
Minn,, on the 11th inst.,, a Washington av
enue peanut vendor was walking with his
wife. At the corner of Second street two
sports drove up in a carriage. One of them
alighted and gave the husband s thorough
drubbing, while his comrade ran off with
the wife.

A diabolical atteaspt was made recently
to wreck a passenger train on the North-

western road in the vicinmity of Lakeshore
Junction, a few miles north of Milwaukee,
by the placing of a large number of wooden
piles across the track. Happily the air
braklet: were applied intime fo avoid serions
results,

J.H. Haven of Rutland, Vt., has again
been arrested, charged with embezzling $40,-

000 while treasurer of the Rutland railroad
company. Bail of $10,000 was furnished.

Henry Hill} of Barron, Barron county,
Wisconsin, shot and killed August Deuts, a
German, on the 8th inst. It is supposed
they quarrelled about rent due Duets.
Hanley Foust, twenty-two, with a com-
vlete kit of burglar tsolsand a large amoun
gf stolen goods, has been jailed at Milwau
ee.

The mantle of mystery shrouds the iGen-
ity of the man reeently murdered in Minne-
apolis, Minn,, more closely than ever.

A man named Walker. aguesi at the

Whelan nouse, Winnipeg, was robbed of
$1,000 u few days ago.

RECORD OF CASUALTIES.

During a thunder shower in 8St. Paul,
Minn., on the 10th inst., two men, working
on the street grading force, were instantly
killed. Their names were Herman Pilgrim,
aged thirly-two, and Thos. Nuske, aged
thirty-six, and each leaves a wife and two
children. The bolt of lightning struck
Pilyrim in the head, teariog his hat to
pieces and leaving a mark over his right
eye. The bolt then wound down over his
budy, disarranging and tearing his clothes,
and came out through the heels of his
boots, tearing them to pieces and throwing
them fifly feet away. On Nusky the light-
ning struck the breast, producing a slight
broise. His clothes and shoes were treated
the same as those of Pilgrim, except that
the fluid did not come out at the heel but
on the front of bis shoes, the soles being
torn from the uppers and all thrown away
from him.

The steam cooperage of N. & H. 0'Don-
nell, a three-story brick building, 60x100
feet, in Jersey City, was tetally destroyed
by fire a few nights ago. It employed
eighty hands; capacity, 200 sugar casks
daily. The machinery was destroyed with
eight car loads of staves. Toss, $45,000:
partially insured. The bullding was owned
by Peter Field. Loss, $18,000; insurance
unknown.

The car repairer’s oil and tool house, of
the Northern Pacific, at Duluth, was burned
on the 8th inst.,—the fire having been start-
ed by sparks from a passing locomotive—
lqu% ttot,ally destroy:d. The loss was very

ight.

Beven of the thirteen ice houses at North
Chelmford, Mase,, belonginglio the Boston
ice compary, were burned on the 12th
inst. Loss $35,000; insurance $20,000.

FOREIGN NEWS GOSSIP.

Marquis Tzeng, the Chinese embassador,
in an interview at Folkestone, on his re-
turn from Paris, said China was determined
to concede nothing. Concerning suzereinty
over Annegwm, she did not want France to
ossess} territory adjoining the Chinese
rontiers. The dispatch of a French rein-
forcenuent to Tonquin would be unfortunate,
as it wonld compel China to send troops to
adjacent provinces. The military party 1s
daily gaining gronud at Pekin. Any ill-
considered ~neasn. ) on the part of the
French mig.. ¢ be attended with fatal results.
The marquis said nothing definite had re-
sulted from bis journey to Paris.

The police have discovered that a man
named Terrance McDermott yurchased at
Glasgow two lots of glycerine several weeks
before the explosien there took place, and
that be carried them to Whitehead's fac-
tory at Brimingham, where they were prob-
ably converted into nitro-glycerine and
used in the attempt to destroy the public
buildings at Glasgew.

Under no condition will Germany con-

sent to act as arbitrator between China and

thought that Parker carried away with him'

| to rida as men do.

France. Hitherto China has not requested‘
the intervention of anv Europesn power.
The aggregate staength of the German
¥rqnadron in Chinese waters is thirty-six
guns and 950 men.

1t is stated that the British government,
adopting Clifford Lloyd’s suggestion, has
decided to form the neucleus of a new
Egyptian police from the Irish constabulary.

Eight officers and a number of constables
will be asked to volunteer.

Riots continue at Agram between the pzo-
ple end the Jews. On the 7th the military
fired on the mob and arrested many rioters,
The disorders were not suppressed until
twe o'clock in the morning. Great excite-
ment ‘prevails, :

Peasants between G'ina and Petrins, Cro-
atia, are in full rebellion. The movement
isdirected chiefly among land owners. A
stropg military force has been dispatched
to the scene of disturbances.

A Cracow dispatch says a large number

of Russiang, evidentiy military officers, are
crossing the frontier, en route for Bulzara.

PERSONAL MENTIGN,

The retinng board of San Antonio, Tex.
which examined George A. Armes, Tenth
cavalry, has reported that he is uafit for
active service from nerveous debility com-
plicated with an affection of the heart, and
that the disability is incideLt to the service,
The board recommends that he be placed
on the retired list.

Henry Conscense, the Belgian author, is
dead, aged seventy-one.

Bank Swindlers Bagged.

A few days ugo a circular was reccived by
the banks at Winopa, Minn., from the
Keokuk National bank of Keokuk, Iowa,
giving |information of three swindlers, who
were each carefully described, together with
their mode of operation. They work by
first and second bills of exchange, or
original and duplicate drafts. Goingto a
bank they, or one of them, pretends to be a
grain buyer or a cattle man from O!d
Mexico, and want first and second bills of

exchange, or duplicate drafts. Then they
go to another town, produce the second or
the duplicate, stating that the first or
original has been lost orstolen, and deposit
it for collection, and have the bank’s corre-
spondent telegraph when paid. As soon
as the telegram reaches the sending bank,
they get the money, go to the next town,
make aequaintance and get the first and
original cashed.

Inquity was made by the]Keokuk bark as
to whether the parties had been in Winonu
since the 7th of August. On looking into
the matter it was ascertained that the men
had  been there and purchased
a draft on one of the banks, but no loss xas
sastained. A day or two ago another
letter was receiv:d from the Keokuk bank,
announcing the arrest of the rogues on the
31st of August, at Lawrence, Kan, Henner-
sheets was taken to ileokuk and placed in
jail to await the action of the grand jury.
The Keokuk bank secured its $1,000 paid
on the original draft, the duplicate having
been paid in New York three days before.
Gardner, alias Bradley, anda great many
other aliases was turned over to the Citi
zens' bank of Grinnell, Iowa. The Keokuk
bankers ascertained that the swindlers
were in Winona about the 8th of Au:ust,
buying original and duplicate draits which
they cashed at Waterloo, lIowa, ou: the 10th
inst. The Waterloo bank wired the Wino-
na people, who advised them of the dupli-
cate and s0 saved them from loss.

Obituary,

MoNMOUTH BEACH, N. J.. Sept. 12.—Hugh
J. Hastings, proprietor of the New York Com-
mercial Advertiser, died this evening at 7 o ciock,
the result of being thrown from his carriage a few
days ago.

Hugh J. Hastings was born in the North of Ire-
land on Aug. 20. 1820 and come to this country
when eizght years of age. His family finaily sot-
tled in Albany, bat soon he came to New York,
and found a place asan errand boy in a Williams
street dry goods store. Then he went back to

Albany, restlessly casting about for some
way to better his condition. Al-
Wways an omnivorous reader, he steadily

added to liis stock of knowledge and began writing
for the newspavers. His unique style and clear
way of getting at the heart of his subject took at

once, In 1540, when twenty vears of age, he at-

tach~d himsalf to the Albany Duily Atiaz as a re-

porter,'and his local items ade a bit,

In a few years, however, the longing to branch

out for himeelf took posseszion of him, and, being
at that time nossessed of the munificent foriune of

£7.50, he saw nothing tuat stood in the way of his
ambition. The resuit was the Albany Daily Knick-

erbocker, which was a success almost from the
start. Long before he was a voter he had plunged
into politics, and fn 1840 labored for *Tippecanoe
and 'yler too.” He was a great admirer of Clay
and an early friend of Gen. Taylor, who,
when he became prosident, made him col-

ector of the port of Albany. Mr. Hastings was no
beliover in Fillmore, and when the latter hecame
president ho gave up the collectorship. He was
warmly attached to Wedd and Seward, and in the

wars provoked by those gentlemen Hastinegs came
in for his share of the hard knocks. He was an

able, adroit lieutenant, who belleved that all is fair
in volitical warfare. Until a year or twoago he

has been a steady attendant on political couven-
tions for two score years, In 1852 he was a dele-

gate to the Natlonal Whig convention—the last
one ever held—voted on every ballot agaiust Fill-

more, and was more or less instrumental in makine
Gen. Beott the candidate of the party. He was
also at the birth of the Republican narty, and al-

ways a friend of the negro. In 1568 he went to
Now York, having accepted the directorship of the
Commercial Advertiser. Thorlow Weed was then

editor, but in a short time was obliged to retire,

and Hastings purchased a controlling interest in

that journal. Through the long senatorial fight
at Albany, in 1881, when friend after friend
of Mr. Conkling’s dropped away, the Commercial
continued to stand up for Lhim with a loyalty not
often witnessed. He had been a friend of Mr.

Conkling for years. was instrumental in securing
his election to the United States senate for the first

time, but of lato years more or less coldness had
grown up between them, and at the breaking out of’
the senatorial fight they had vpot met mora than

once or twice in several years. Hec espoused the

cause of Conkling, because he believed New York

had been humiliated through her senators: but dur-

ing tho progress of the strugele be had no commu-

nication with the senators who were strugiling for
re-election. He was hospitable to a degree, and
had a fine place as Monmouth Beach.

= —
The Denver & Rio Grande Pro
gramme.

The Denver & Rio Grande financial pro-
gramme has been arranged. The road needs
from $3,000,600 to $5,000,0600 immediately
to put it in fine condition. It is proposed to
make a rnew consolidated « r blanket mort-
gage of at least $30,000,000, absorbing all
previous issues smounting to £26,000.000,
the remaining $4,000,000, to be used for im-
niediate necessitles of the company. The
question of the presidency will remain un-
determined until the settlement ot the finan-
cial plan. Recent movements ofstock have
been due to a knewledge of the plan by in-
siders. There is a desireon the part of some
part:es in interest to increase the mortgage,
making it at least $40,000,000, and provide
for all future requirements of the compan y

Women visitors ¢ U.)—tl;Youmito have

DRIVING THE GOLDEN SPIKE,

Speeches by President Villard, Wm,
M. Evarts, Ex-President Billings,
and Others,

At about 6:15 p. m., on the 8th inst,, the
ceremcnies of driving the last spike on the
Northern Pacific Railroad, connecting St.
Paul and Duluth at the eastern terminus
with Portla 1d, the western terminus, were
held at a plac: called Gold Spike, fitty-five
miles west of Helena, Montana. The oc-
casion was regarded as a remarkable onei
and as presaging n prosperous future. Al

resen!, were impressed st what they beheld.

pstead of ‘he wilderness of the Rocky
mountains, they beheld a mam-
moth pavilion capable of seal~
ing more than a thousand people,
over which floated the national colors of
American, German ard British nations. In
front, reaching to the roadbed wasar ex-
tensive promenade, skirted by a platform
with comfortable seats. To the right was a
a band stand and on it were s:ated the
Fifch infantry band. who were to entertain
them, and who came all the way from Fort
Keogh. But even stronger than this evi-
dence of civilization were the scores of ve-
hicles and the hundreds of hardy moun-
taineers gathered to welcome Henry Vil-
lard. As soonfas the last fthe guests ar-
rived and his party, the ceremonies were
opened by President Villara, who divided
the attention of the enthusiastic multitude
with Gen. Grant, seated on the platform,
Mr. Villard spoke for  half
an hour giving 8 brief
history of the Northern Pacific rail-
yoad from its incipancy to its completion,
and making honorable mention of all who
had been instrumental in building this great
trancontinental throughfare. He congluded
his remarks amid tremendous applause, and
then introduced the Hon, Wm. M. Evarts,
the orator of the occasion. Mr. Evarts
paid a glowing tribute to the fourders of
the great work. He said: ‘‘in all the lonz
route from St. Paul, to Portland and Puget
Sound the work has spoken and
will speak th: praises of its conception,
its projection, its completion, in more im-
pressive tones, and with a juster emphasis,
than words can express.” His address was
long and eloquent, and was well received
and heartily upplauded. Mr. Evurts was
followed bv Secretary Teller, who spoke of
the great ei.erey and capital required to
complete the various transcontinental lines,
and the prospective benefits to the nation
this enterprise of the Northern Pacific,along
whose line of road there would be in a few
yea:s 9,000,000 people,could notbe called lo-
calinits character. It wasmore than nation-
al. It concerned the welfare of other people.
It now remains for the mansgers to justify
in the future the wistom of the government
in what it has done and that will be if the
policy annouuced by President Villard is
carried out. Becretary Teller was fotlowed
by ex-President Billings, Gen. Grant, Sir
James Harmon, Von Eisendesker, Dr. Kniss
of the Berlin un versity, the goveruors of
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Dakota, Montana,
Oregon and Washington territory.

At the conclusion three cheers were giv-
en. The foreign guests were thea given
seats on the platform by the railway, pho-
tos were taken of them, Villard and family
and the mest distinguished Americans, At-
ter that a horse that had helped to build
the road from 1its inception was brought
upon the platform. Then there was wit-
nessed a most extraordinary spectacle,
Three hundred men with brawny arms
quick!y laidthereon and drove the spikeson
the theusand feet ofuncompleted track ex-
cept the Jast spike. During the!grogress of
the work, which was witnessed by the for-
eigners with amazement, the band played
and the people shouted. When nearly
completed n cannon salute was fired by
the detachment of the fifth infantry present,
The last spike was finally driven home by
H. C. Davis, assistant general passenger
agent of the road, who drove the first spike
on the openizz of the road, and this spike
was the same one first driven by him. The
end was reached as the sun was setting
behimd the mounmins. The enthusi-
asm of the people, variously estimated at
from 3,000 to 5,000, was indescribable. The
high reverberation, the mingled sounds of
cannon and shounts of men. Thus was
brought to a happy conclusion a very re-
wmarkable event in American history. The
trains were reformed and guests departed,
the Englishand apart of the Americans,
including George M. Pullman and Vice
President Haines, to the east, the rest west
ward to Puget sound.

At 8t. Paul Private George Cady, of the
Emmet battery, with a brass field piece,
was on hand at Bmith park by 9 o’clock,
his gun charged with a five pound blank
cartridge. At a later hour an electric wire
was inserted into the vent, and this wire
connected with a dynamo machine in the
telegraph otlice of the Northern Pacific rail-
road. An unbroken circuit was completed
between Golden Spike, sixty miles west of
Helena, Montana, and New York, a
total distance of 2,595 miles. Tae wire was
cut at the scene of the day’s feativities,
1,215 miles west of 8t. Paul. One end of

the wire was affixed to the silver sledge

hammer, the other tothe golden spike, and

when the first blow was struck, a circuit

would be completed, and the blow

*‘ticked” instantaneously in Portland, St.

gauk Chicago, Boston, Buffilo, and New
ork.

It was expected that the las spike would
be driven between the hours of 10 and 12 a.
m., but the watchers at the instrument in
the Northern Pacific offices in St. Paul,
and at the cannon in Swmith Park stood at
their posts until 6:18 p. m., railway ti ne,
when the tirst Htick” was
heard on the instrument which
was switched into connection with the can-
non, In less than two seconds! Boom! went
the gnp in Smith park, joyfully pealed the
bells, and shrill and deep blew the whis-
tles in the city of St. Paul. The last spike
was driven. Tbe Northern Pacific railroad,
conceived nineteen years ago, was com-
pleted. The great work had come to a suc-
cessiul eompletion.

The Corn Crop.

The Chicago Farmer's Review, from ex-
tended advices, publishes the following
comment on the injury to the corn crop by
the recent frosts: ¥Frosts of greater or less
severity have been experienced throughout
Wisconsin, Miunesota, Northera Iowa and
Illinois and the entire state of Michigan,
causing serious damage to corn. The ex-
tent of the injury to the crop it is at this
writing impossible to estimate. In some of
the territory visited Ly the frost the crops
were so fully matured as to experience ng
injury. It will be safe, we thipk, to esti-
mate the injury in territory named at 25

er cent. It may exceed this estimate.

hroughous the same territory other crops.
such as tobacco, hops, tomatoes, etc, as
well as f.rapes, were greatly injured or ut-
terly ruined. In Kansas, Nebraska, South-
ern and Western Towa, Southern Illinois
and Indiana, en i all other portions ot the
corn producinf :ountry, no material injury
is reported.
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