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300X FALLS CONVENTION.

FRIDAY'S S8ESSION.

There was but one lhour of the session
to-day, an early adjourument being taken to
give the committecs tima to work, and they
have been in seszioun all of this afternoon anu
this evening. Itis barcly possible that some
reports will be made when the convention
meets to-morrow moruing, although the im-
portant committees are not expected to report
until about Tuesday, as 1t is understood that
the bulk of the discussion must be had in com-
mittecs. Bnt eighty fiva delegates answered
to the roll call. Beveral have gone home on
leaves of absence. Delegates A. J. Knizht, L
C. Johngen and D. Vun Velzer wore sworn,
making the to:al numbar who have reported 3o
far 117 out of 150. Matilda Joslyn Gage,
vice president of tho Nutional Woman’s Suf-
frago association, succeeded in getting be-
forea the convention a memorial dated
at Aberdeen Sept. 3, in which ehe protested
against taxation without represcntation, and
asked for the right of suffrage for the women
of Dakots. A similar request came from the
National Women's convoeation. A petition for
prohivition came from DBrookings couuty.
These memorials and petitions go to the com-
mittee on elections and rights of euffrage,
where they will rest. A redolution prevailed
for the appoiutment of a commuttee of thirteen
members, with the president of the conven.
tion as its chgirman, to draft an ordinauce for
taking the census of Dakota, south of the
46th parailel. In preseuting the resolution,
Mr. Campbell of Yankton said the census
shou!d be begun as soon as the convention ad-
journed and completed within thirty days. It
should go to congress with the coustitution to
be adopted, to be used as proof of South Da.
kota’s right to statehood. It is the intention
of the committee to report a plan for taking a
very correct census in a very short time, a
census, too, with the proof on its face of
having been taken honestly. A resolution was
referred to the committee on legislative de-
partment, requesting that committee to con-
sider the question of
MINORITY REPRESENTATION IN THE LEGISLA-

TURE
with a view to incorporating & provision for
such representation in the constitution. An-
sther resolution, which went to the judiciary,
ssked that the constitution be framed to pro-
ride for the estabiishment of county courts in
ihe several counties of tho pronosed new State,
ind that the courts in addition to the probate
urisdiction now conferged upon them by ter-
titorial lawe, should be vested with jurisdiction
n all cases of misdemeanors, and with juris-
liction in all eivil smits where the debt or
iamage claimod shall not excecd $500. With
the exception of these two resolutions, there
bas becn no attempt from the body of the con-
vention to instruct tho committees in their
work. A ep-cial committee, consisting of A.
Boynton, Orange Still and J. C. Elliott, was ap-
pointed on contested elections. By a report made
to the convention by the State executive com-
mittee appointed by the Huron convention, it
was shown that there Lad been collected to do-
fray the ecxpense of holding the election for
delegates to the counstitutional convention
$390; that $413 weres expended, leaving a
balance of $177, which was turned over to
this convention. The committee stated that
th: apportioument of $7.50to each county
would have yiclded $1,125, had there been a
aomplete response, but such not being the
case, disproportionate drafts were made on the
older counties. The committee on mname,
boundaries and seat of government of State,
havo agreed to report favorable to Yankton as
the capital. It is said the committee stand
eight for Yankton toene againstit, although
the report will be unanimous. The committee
will also report that tho State shall include all
that portion of the Territory lying south of
the 4Gth parallcl
—_— .

S1cUXx FALLS, Dak., Special Telegram, Sept. 8.
—Some actual work was accomplished by the con-
stitutional convention to-day, although it wasin
session less than three hours. These men mean
business. The committee on military and
tie committee on elections and rights of
suffrage submitted complete and finalreport. The
former contained nothing usually not found in State
constitution, while the latter pretty effectually and
satisfactorily does away with the problem of wom-
en's suffrage. The eighth section says that any
woman beiug a citizen of the United States, of twen-
ty-one years of age, and having the qualifications of
an elector as residence, may vote at any
election held for the purpose of choosing any offi-
cers of schools, and shall be eligible to hold any of-
fice vertaining to the management of schools. It
is believed the report will be adopted with-
out amendments. A resolutiondirecting the com-

. mitiee on scheduls to provide that the State

officers shall take their offices on the 1st of Janu-
ary, was referred to a committee. The intention of
the resolution was the election of officers for the
future State this fall. Another resolution was
adopted, which cieated a committee of nine dele-
gates to prepare an address to the people
of the prcoposed BState urging _their united
sapport of the constitution adopted by the couven=
tion. F. P. Baum of Aurora, in presenting the
resolution, stated that it was desired that there be
not the slichtest dissension awmong the people
next winter when congr-ss is asked to admitto
statehood South Dukota, and that unanimity
should be secured.
S£PECIAL COMMITTEES

were announced by the president as follows:

Admipistrative—Day of Edinunds, Campbell of
.\llhmelmhn. Beatelsen of Yankton, Hayes of Ham-
ilton.

Impeachment and Removal from Office—Taylor
of Liucoly, Johnson of Brown, Hunt of Spink,
Lovering of Miunehaha, Farmer of Miner, Daly of
L:ke, Sherwood of Clark. Reed of Budte, Callahan
of Dougias.

Trausportation—Schwindt of Brune, Clifford of
Lincolr, Moulton of Day.

Preamble to Constitution—Johuson of Hyde,
Burridee of Deul, McDonald of Gerauld, Van Nel-
son of Hughes, Wentworth of Lake.

Census—The Presilent, Knox of Faulk, Ruggles
of Day, Getohell of Decuel, Harris of Yankton,
Guuderson of Union, Herman of Buffalo. Schwindt
of Brule, Scluiinzer of Hutchinson, Clevenger of
Brookings, Shefiler of Beadle, Brouson of Miner,
Edwards of Lawrence.

Contrary to anticipations, the committee oam
boundary and seal of goyernment did not rendes
their report. It will made on Monday, no
doubt. Members of the committee say there will
be no feeling whatever engendered in locating the
capital of the State at Yankton, and that, although
another line than the forty-sixth parallel has beea
suggested for division to avoid division of
counties through which the forty-sixth parallel
runs, no dispute will be raised, and that harmony
will be perpetuated in the disggsition of both ques-
tions. Although tge committee on elections and
rights of suffrage &ld not recognize the wishes of
the probibitionisig in thelir report to-day, the sube
ect s not Alsposed of by any means. Prohibition
Lto come up in another form. An effort will be

e to have (it incorporated in
codicil to the constitution. Those who oppose 1§
say it will be as objectionable in the codicil as it
fnserted in the body of the constitution, and itis
unlikely that the effort will be attended with suo=
cess. There is a strong desire among the dele-
gates who are farmers to deal with corporations
of the character of railroads, telegraph, etc. They
say these corporations should pay the same rate of
tax as private individuals: should not be allowed %
consolidate, and shonld receive no aid tha
is not given private parties.

—_——

B1oux Farvs, Special Telegram, Sept. 10.—

Two articles in the constitution of the Btate of

Dakota were adopted to-day, There is a basis

20w upon which to work. ‘The articles alopted
refer 1o elections, right of suffrage and military
affairs. There was a great deal of spirited dis-
cussion over the revort of the committee on
elections and right of snffrage, several am nd-
meuts made and two scetions stricksn ont b -
fore it was adopt'd Dakota has a greator:
number of, and is recziving more, foreignu-boin
citizens than any other locality, and weeat care
was taken to deal fairly with them. Tho first
section, a9 raported from the commiltes, ro-
quirad three years resideuce in tho Territory t
make ono aligible to holl offica or exercise the
right of suffrage. It was amended and as

*adopted the section reads:

Every male person of the aga of twenty-one years
and upward, belonging to eithor of the following
classes who shall have resided in the United States
one year, in this State six months, in the couuty
thirty days, and in the olection preciuct teu days
noxt precadiug auy election, and all persons who
shall be qualified electors under the laws of this
Territory at the date of tha ratification of this con-
stitution at the polls, shall ba entitled to vote at
such elections for all offices that now are, or here-
after may be elective by the people: first, citizens
of the United States; sacoud, persous of foreign
birth who shall have declared their intention 1o be-
come citizens conformably to thelaws of the United
Btates upon the subject of naturalization.

The sections forbidding the election or ap-
pointment of any one to oftice, civil or military,
who has uot resided in the State six months,
sand giving women the right of suffrage at all
elections held to chiovse ofticers of schools o1
upon any measure relating to schools, and
making women eligible to hold any office per-
taining to the management of schools, were
stricken out, A motion to strike the word
“male” in the first section received three
affirmative votes, showing esonclusively the
strength of woman suffragists in the conven-
tion.

The article on military affairs was adopted
without material amendment. An ecffort was
made to take up for adoption the report on od-
ucation, but it was ordered printed tirst. There
is little new matter in the roport. The feature
covering the disposition of school lands 1e
interesting if not new, because it afTects large
bodies of land in the proposed State.

No school land can be sold for less than $10 an
acre and that soid within ten yoars shall not excee.l
one-third of all Jand sct apart for the use of
HCULOOIY, AllG NO SCNOO0L OINCers snall De allowea to ba
intervsted in the sale, reatal or other disposition of
public school lands.

PREAMBLE TO THE CONSTITUTION.

The following is the preamblc to the consti-
tution as reported from the committee:

We, the people of the Territory of Dakota, hav-
ing the right of admission into the Union as one of
the United States of Arorica by virtue of the or-
dinance of 1787 and the treaty made by France to
thie United States of the Province of Louisana, and
by virtue of the guarantees of the constitution of
the United States, “‘all necessary conditions
of the said compucts and treatiea of session
havine haan fulfillad - tha nart o
the people of Dakota Territory, and wo of right
being entitled to a change from our T erritorial
condition to the enjoymecnt of all the rights of
State government as a freo and indepoudent State
of the union, do now, in convention assembled, iv
order to establish justice, prcmote tho welfare aud
secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and to
our posterity, ordain and establish the following
constitution, aud form ourselves into a frec and in-
dependent State, by the name of the State of Da-
Kot 3

There was considerable entbusiasm among
the delegates when tho preamblo was read
It looked and read like tho begiuning of the
end, and it was moved to suspend the rules
and put it upon its passage. but the president
ruled the motion out of order, and it must first
be printed. Delegate Westover, of Sully and
Potter counties, arraigned Gov. Ordway by in-
troducing a series of pieambles concluding
with a resolution, the whole setting forth that:

There are a number of unorganized counties
lying within the boundaries of the proposed Btate
of Dakota, contaiuing u:nr? than the requirement
number of resident voters to entitle them to county
organizatiom under the territorial laws, and some

of them a greater population than couuties which
have been organized by the favor of the territo-
rial executive that the qualified voters of such
unorganized counties have petitioned in vain for
such an organization, and are. by reason of such
want of organization, practically disfranchised, and
the inhabitants are unjustly deprived of the many
advantages derived from such organization and to
recognition as such iu the proposed State of Dako-
ta at the first ¢lection of State or county officers of
Hyde, Gerauid, Buffalo, Potter, Faulk and Camp-
bell counties, with the territory  lyiog
between the mnorth line thersof and the
forty-sixth meridian. and the couaty of McPherson
with the territory lying between the north line and
the forty-sixth para!lel meridian, it isasked that they
be authorized to participate in the election of State
officers, and to proceed to the election of county
officers in avery respect as such elections may be
held in other counties in the State, and that such
counties may be cousidered organized as fully and
completely as though bz favor of the Territorial
executive.

Another resolution was reforred to the com-
mittee on corporations other than banking and
municipal, requesting that committee to take
into consideration the expediancy of providing
that the legislature shall pass lawa establish-
ing reasonable maximum rates of charges
for the transportation of passengers and
freight on the railways and for the clection of
three railway commissioners o sec that the
railroad laws were complied with. At sevoral
stages of the session of two and a half hours
the subjcct of prohibition came up in different
forms. There seema to be a determination,
much against the wishes of a majority
of the convention, to bring the sub-
ject of prohibition Dbeforo the voters
at tho same time the constitution is taken teo
the polls for ratification. The longer and
cooler heads seem to think it not wise, if the
question must be urged the people at the
same time as the constitution, to have
it counected by codicil or any
sther farm with the constitution. The subject
of taxation of railroad property upon the
gross earnings or cost value is becoming more
and more complicated. It is likely to end as
the more zsalous friends of statehood favor in
leaving it to future legislative laws
where it rightfully belongs. Hon R. F.
Pottigrew, of the committee on legislation, says
the committee will report a rection making it a
crime, with impecachmsnt as punishment, for
any State senator or representative to trade
votes on measures or a governor to use his
veto or other influence or any State officer to
wield offician power in favor of or against any
pending measure in the legislature,

[ —

froux Faris, Sept. 11.—It is estimated that
the work of the constitutional convention could
well be proncuaced finished by Saturday next
it such labor as was performed to-day were
kept up. About balf of the committees have
reported, and tho:e that have not submitted
reports bave them nearly ready to place before
the convention. To-morrow the scope of work
will be in the hands of the committee
of the whole. The strictest rules of economy
are observed in the matter presentel, Whilo
considerable specific legislation 18 referred to
the legislature very much of it goes there.
“Coopered,” that is referred, with instructions
to thelegislature as to how far it may go. There
is a general dcesire to 8o {rame the constitution
that the State cannot become involved in debt.
The report of the committee on county, State
and municipal indebtednoss contained a sec-
tion which provides that

The State shall not loan its credit or make dona-
tions, except in case of public calamity, in aid of

anx inaividual association or corporation, mor, sub-

'
i

scr1be fo or become tlie owaer of the capitai stock
of any association or corporation, nor engage in
any work ol internal improvement. Another sace
tion provides for defraying extraordivary expenses,
making public improvements, ete., but stipnlates
that the aggregate amouut shali not exceed ¥500,-
000.

These ore but sample instances of the =safe-
gunrds that are thrown arvound the nowers
usually granted legislatures by coustitutions.
The framers of this coustitution arve bent on
making a basis of State goveramont for fuiure
genorations, a3 well as one on which they
may be admitted to Statebood.  Two other
sections bear upon the powers of couuties,
cities and towns to

INCUR INDEBTEDNESS.
They cannot incur an excess of 5 per cent of
asscssed valuation and interest must not accu-
mulate. A section on public accounts and ex-
penditures provides that the legislature cannot
grant extra compensation to auy public officer,
por authorize the payment of any extra claim
after contract has been made. A wide scope
of freedom is presented in the lengthy bill of
rights. Among the clauses embraced in it are

T.iberty of the press, free religion, trial by jury,
etc. Persons before couviction are made Lailable,ex.
cept fu capital offeuses; writs of habeas corpus not
to be suspended; the grand jary to consist of
twelve persons, any nine of whom may find an in-
Qictmeunt: but the legislature may abolish the grand
jury system. No “ex-post facto’ law can be passed
by thelegislature. No distinction shall be made be-
tween resident aliens and citizens in reference to the
eujoyment or descent of their proverty. No per-
son can be imprisoned for debt. The military shall
be in strict subordination to the civil power. Writs
of error are never to be probibited by law. No tax
1s to be imgposed wighout the.consent of the people

feasteraay, 1n alopting e réport from ile
committeo on elections and right of suffrage,
the section giving woman the ballot at school
elections and making her eligible to hold
echool offices, was stricken out, It camo back
to-day from the committee, couclied in differ-
ent language, butimplying the same priviloges,
Two reports were submitted from the commit-
teo on rights of married women, and it is not
improbable that considerable debate will be
bad upon the question.

They involve, the majority say, the real and per-
sonal estate of overy female acauired before mar-
riage aud all property of which she may afterwards
become entitled by gift, grant, inlieritance or de-
vise, sha!l be and remain the estate and property of
such female, and shall

NOT BE LIABLE FOR THE DERTS,
obligations or payments of her husbaud, and may
be devised or fnserted by lier as if she was unmar-
ried; that the wife shall have an ubsolute one-third
of all the real estate of ner husband owned by him
at the time of his death, as ler dower: while the
minority, belleving in giving the husband a fair
chance, hold that all real and personal
property, and all carnings of every married man
or woman shall be and remain his or hers: and the
property of the husband or wife shall not be sub-
ject to the coutrol nor be liable for the cebts or
obligations of the other, and may be devised by
will by either the same as if unmarried; butthy
homestend of any family mot exceeding 160 acres,
not included in any city or village, nor exceading
82,000 in value within a city or village, owued by
the husband or wife, shall not be sold by one with-
out the consent of the other, and in case of the
death of the one the other shall become the sole
owner of the homestead.

A resolution from Judge Meody was received
ana referred, which Insfrucfed ‘the executivo
committee to tuke into cousideration and re-
port a propesition for incorporation into the
constitution, providing forlimiting the pardon-
ing power of the governor by crcating a board
of pardon upon whoao recommeudation and
investigation, «hall a pardon be grauted.

PROHIBITION AGAIN.

Quite a number of petitions were received
from different localities, asking that prohibi-
tion be submitted to a vote of the peopie when
the constitution is prescuted for ratufication.
There are few who belicve tho issus can be oa-
caned, and that it had better bo voted upon as
an cntirely scparate measure from the cousti-
tution. A committec will be appointed to de-
vise a scheme for presenting the question to a
pooular vote. Many who oppose prohibi-
tion favor submitting the question with the
constitution on the ground thatit will bring
out a full vote. An effort will be made to have
incorporated in the couslitution a provision for
the clection of all judges at some
other time than that prescribed for
the clection of governor and members
of tho legislaturc. The preamble presented
yesterday does not give satisfaction because it
containg too much ancient history. Tho ju-
diciary have been asked to draft another one.
During the consideration of the report of the
committee on edncation aud school lands, an
effort wae made to incorporate A. C. Mel-
lette’'s amendment $o require the log-
jslature to pass laws regulating school
text booke, to be changed not oftener than fivo

ears, and being defeated by a close vots will
{ikely coms up again. A strong effort was
aleo made to amend the mivimum price fixed
upon school lauds, making it $15 or $17 an
acre, but it passed a3 reported at $10
an acre. Compulsory oducation was in.
corporated. \\‘Lnlo the report of the
the legislative committee  was under
consideration. H. J. Campbell of Yaukton in
strong language arraigued the acts of the last
legislature, which he termed damnable, and a
blotch upon the name of Dakota. He main-
tained that the log rolling by the governor was
a diegraceful abuse of executive power, and he
Lioped the constitution would

PROVIDE AGAINTS SBUCH ABUSES
in the future. His remarks were in supportof
the thirty-third section of the legislative com-
mittee's report. which read:

Any governor on this Btate who asks, receives
or agrees to receive any bribel upon any under-
stauding that bis offizial opinion,judgmeut or action
shall be influenced thereby, or who gives or offers
or promises his official influence in consideration

that any member of the legislature shall
give his official vote or infiu-
ence on any particular side of

any question or matter upon which Le may be re-
quired to act in his official capacity, or who
wenaces any member by the threatcued use of his

veto power, or who offers or promises
aoy member  that  he, the =aid gov-
ernor, will appoint any particular person

or persons to any office created, or thereafter to be
created, in consideration that any member shall
give his official vote or influence to any matter
gendlnz. or thereafter to be introduced iuto ether

ouse of the said legislature, or who threatens any
member, that he, the said governor, will
remove any person or persons from any
office or position with intent to in any manuer in-
fluence the official action of the sald member, shall
be punished in the manner now or that may here-
alter be provided by law; and on conviction there-
of shall forfeit all right to hold or exercise any
office of trust or honor in this State.

The affairs before the comn:.ttee on corpora-
tions other than banking and municipal have
become so complicated and numerous, and 8o
many ideas are being preseuted that it was
asked that the cominiftee be increased six
membars more, all of them from the formed
committees. The committee stated that they
were equal to tho emergency and the
request was refused An indignation
meeting of the delegatcs and citizens is
announced to take piace at the close of the
work of the convention, for the purposs of
paseing resolutions condemnatory of the pres-
ent executive, and joining iu a protest to the
president of the United Siates against Lis re-
lppointmeuv. To-night, at the parlors of the
Cataract house, the Jadies of Sioux Falls ten-
dered & reception to the de'egates and their
wives, The parlors were decorated with
fowers, and there was music and a gay time.

—_—

S1oux Fawrrs, Special Teregram, Sept. 12.—
A echeme for taking the census of the proposed
Btate of Dakota was to.day uubmittetf to the
convention from the special committee on
cencus. It seemms to give universal sat-
isfaction. It recommends the appointment by
the convertion of one chief enumerator, who
sha!l appoiut one county enumerator for each
county in the State to nave the general super-
vizion of taking the cengus. The county enu-
merator shall appoint one enumerator for each
townehip district, ward or precinct in bis
county, taking care to appoint a eufficient
number to euneure the speedy enumeration
of all the inhabitanty in his coun.

t9. “The returns of the cnumerators
are to be madse iu writing, giviog name, age and
gex to the counuty enumerator, who shall col-
late all returns and turn them over to the chief

enumerator, who shall collate all returns
from counties and  place  them  in
possession  of  the  chairman  of the
censng  committee, The committee  are

to complete their work and make retarns be-
fere Nov. 1, and the chief cnumerator must
mike a report to the chairman of the commit-
tee befire Dee. 1. The payof the enumerarors

is 3 cents tor  each inhabitaut c¢num-
erated by 1hem, and the  county
enumerator i3 ty receive 1 cent  for

five persons enumerated in his comuuty, and
the chief onumerator 1 cent for overy ien

persons. The chairmsu of the comuiit-
tece s instructed to issue a
cerlificite of the amount due

each person employed in the work when fin-
ished, and the first legislature after the adop-
tion of the constiiution wiil maks provisions
for their payment, During the consideration
of the report of the committee on
COUNTY AND TOWNSHIP ORGANIZATION.

3 vast deal of discussion was directed to the
subject of reducing the arca of counties found
to be too large, and bhow it could be
done, and what to do with the
fractions of counties to be made on the north-
eru boundary of the State by a division om the
forty-sixth parallck.  How the debis of
the conrolidated or divided couunty were
to be borne was a queation which also
entered into the cnigma. It was proposed that
it be left to a majority vote of counties
affected. The section, as adopted, lcaves
the matter to tha ligislature recarding
debts of countios divided or consolidated,
but a decrease ¢f the area of a county may be
effected by a majority vote of electors of the
couunty effected and a petition to
the lcgielature. Minority represcntation
in the legislature occunied a great deal of time
in debate. The subject had been referred 1o
the legislative committee, and was reported
back without recommendation. Delegates from
the aparcely suttled connties supported minority
reproscntation, on the ground t}mt it was their
only salvation to get rcpreseutation at all.

It was fially decided that it was
sn experimental matter; that it had not
roven & success in BStates where it

ad been ftried, and that inasmuch as the
. ‘cdent had been established in the out-
set to incorporate no ‘‘new wrinkles "
as  ono  delegate put it, it was
defeated, and Dakota is to have no minority
representation in  the legislature. A C.
Mellette, from the committee on cor-
porations other than banking and muuici-
pal, submitted the unsnimous roport of
the committee. This report has been antici-
pated with more than ordiaary interest, on
account of the effect it must have upon the

TAXATION OF KAILROAD PLOPERTY.

The property of all corporations, ¢xcept ro-
ligious and cducationul, is placed upon the
sameo footing %o far as wxation is concerned, as
all other property,  The State cannot becomo
a stockholder in any corporation or assumo
the liabilities of any corporation, nor
grant snbsidios. The coat of arms and tho scal
of Dakota were designed—a shield wrapped
with the American flag, depending  from tho
beak of an cagle. In the back-
ground of the shield a rango
of hills and the chimney of a smelting furnace;
in the center of the shield a river, bearing a

steamboat, on either bank of the niver a
train of care; in the middle fore-
ground a tield of wheat and

a field of corn; in the immadiate right fore-
ground & whito man at Lis plow; in tho left
foreground an Indian and tepee. Both the
white man snd Indian are looking at
a rift in the clonds, where appears the legend,
“Fear God and take vour own part;"” this
legend to be the motto of the State of Dakota.
In adopting the report, the boundary line
of tho State, the forty-eixth parallel, was not
disputed, but the north line of the State of

Neobraska was substituted for the Mis-
souri river on the south, on ac-
count of the shifting river bed.

Nebracka was accused of already attempting
to purloin an island or two which have turned
up from the ever-changing chaunel of the Mis-
souri cut of the territory south. Again the
section striken out of the report on elections
and rights of suffrage giving woman the ballot
at elcetions and making them eligible to hold
offices pertaining to ecliool management camo
up and was passed. A motion to
meake women eligible to hold any office, but
vote only at school elections, received 16 out of
about 130 votes. While the subject was under
discussion, Judge Moody of tho Black Hills
delivered an ardent speech

IN FAVOR OF WOMAN SUFFRAGE.

He closcd by eaying:

Who can say that my wife and daughter are not
as competent to vote as I am to hold office? True,
they may not be as anxious as I am (prolonged
laughter, and cries of *‘You're right, judgel” und
especially as to the latter, *“That's all they want,
office”), etc.

Both majority and minority reports on
woman's rights were indcfinitely postponed,
as the subject involves a matter for the
legislature to determine.

—_—-

S1oux FALvLs, Special Telegram, Sept. 1:3.—
Recognizing the fact that there is a vastamount
of work vot to do, the first step of the connti-
tutional convention this morning was to adopt
a new time schedule. Hereatter the conven-
tion will convene at 9a. m. and 2 and 7:30
p. m. President Tripp, Hon. A. C. Mellette,
Hon. R F. Petiigrew, Hon. B. C. Caulfield and
utlwr(l)ruminem delegates say the couvention
should about complete the work before it by
Saturday evenivg. To the contrary, bowever,

the delegates evinced a longing to be rather
tedious to-day. Tho debate was hcavy,
for instauce, where the roport of the

committee on State, county and municipal in-
debtedoess was called up for adoption. The
convention tacked on a clanso which prohibits
any city, town or county municipality voting
aid or aiding in any way from the general fund
to any individual, association or corporation.
Exceptions were taken to the provision becanse
it precludes the old way of securing new rail-
ways by voting a tax upon the inhabitants of a
city, county or township. It was held by some
that it was absolutely necessary to grant this
right, else mauy localities will be
kept from development. A. D. Molville
of Beadle county, W. A. Brookings of Minne-
haha and others declared that unless county,
city and other munic.paliters were given cou-
trol of the matter of voting aid to raiiways, or
whatever corporation, the conatitution would
not he ratified. G. C. Moody of the DBlack
Hills and R F. Pettigrow of Sioux Falls fought
for the adoption of the section as reported.
They pointed to the thousands of miles of rail-
roads already in Dakota, and declarcd that had
there been s law permitiing it cvery mile
of those roads would have been built
by the aid of means voted from the
peoplc. As it was, they cost them mnothing.
Beveral of the delegates said a railroad that did
pot build upon its merits, and without aid from
the counties through which it passed, was
not worth having. As the section was adopted,
railroads will get no aid fromn any county or
municipal goverument in the State of Dakota
unless the constitut:on is amonded after it was
adopted. Early in the session
THE REPORT FROM THE JUDICIARY

was received. It is very important in many
respecta. The terms of judges of the supreme
court are fixed at four years after the first
term, which shall be five years, and the dis-
tricts are arranged as follows:

First—All that portion of the State lying west
of the Missouri river.

Second—That portion east of the BMissouri and
west of the Dakota line.

Third—All that portion of the Btate east of the
Dakota river.

The fudicial circuits are arranged as follows:

First Circuit The countiesof U'nion, Clay, Lin-’

e ——
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colu, Turner, Hazson, Lake; Mindlehialia, Metook,
and Miner.

Second—Yankton, Bon Homme, Charles Mix,
Douglas, Hutchinson, Davison, Aurcra, Brale,
Buffalo and Jerauid.

Third—Iroogings, Moody, Kingsbury, Clark,
Haumlin, Deul, Graut. Codington, Day, Robterts,
the Wahpeton wnd Sisseton reservation, and all
that sirip of torritory vow included betwecu the
north line of the county of Day and the foriy-
gixth naraliel of north latitude,

Fourth—Beadie, Hand, Hyde, Huches, Spink,
Brown, Sully, Sanborn, Potter, Edwunds, Fauik,
Waulworih, Camybell, McPherson, and inciuaing
all that vortion of the State Iying north of those
counties and south of the forty-sixth parallel of
north latitude, and including all such portion of the
State Iying botween thicse counties and not forming
a part of either.

Fifih—All that portion of the State lying west ot
the Missouri river, provided that all parts of the
State not included 1n the foregoiug boundary and
description of circuits shall bo attached aud form
a part ot the Second circuit,

I'he report further provides that:—

There shall be electod in each organized cournty 3
county judge to be judge of the county court, witk
a term of two years, his comveusation to bo fixed
by law. The judges must be twenty-five years old,

The rcport was very lengtuy, aud it wat
found necessary to avpoint an enrolling and
engrossing committeo. Goorge H. Haud, O
B. Melville and C. W. McDonald were ap-
pointed.

FEMALE SUFFRAGE ONCE MORE.

A buudle of petitions, memorials, ete., from
woman suffragists were reported back from
committee on schedule, without recommenda-
tion. 'I'ne committeo obsorved, however, that
it had been deemed inadvisable at present to
cuter into esuch theorios or run off aftor
strange gods, as thero was enough o make
a oud solid constitution and successfully pre.
sont it to congress for atatehood. There wate
but one delogate who protested against sum-

mary dismissal of the subject He
was H. M. Williameson, of Moody
country. He made a minority report,
protesting  stoutly against the  whole

procceding of the committee. The finance
committeo announced that the expenze of
holding this convention had been approximated
at $600, and asked for iustructions as to how
the amount should be collected. It was pro-
posed that it be raised by assessing the coun-
ties represented, in proportion to the number
of doclegates, and that tho delegates be held
responsible for the collection of the assess-
meiit. The result of such procedure at; the
Huron convention was recalled. There the
brunt of the burthen fell upon a few coun-
tics. A suggestion prevailed that the
money be raised on the spot by
subscription, and an instance of the way
thoy do business in Dakota was given when
the dclegates drew their wallets and laid down
tho neccesary ducats. These men say thore is
no dead beat businesa about this; thut they
are sufticiently in earnost about Stateliood 1o
como here, give it their time and foot the bille
without calling upon their constituoney. Dur-
ing the consideration of the bill of rights,
which abolishes the grand jury system, sev-
oral lawyers in the convention uncorked their
vials of wrath upon the jury system in general.
Judge Moody said:

The whole jury system is a relic of barbarism,
the source of any amount of corruption and in-
justice, and should be ubolished. It is the shield
bLelind which all rascals hide. A man who honest-
ly believes ho has a good case is always ready to
waive a jury. The expense of maintaining a grand
2un' has long beou woney thrown away on a
urce.

J. R. Gamble of Yaukton also favor:d trial
by judgoe only. Ex-Seerctary Hand said:

I have secn both of the gentlemen (Moody and
Gamble) in casos before a jury acting as counsel,
whero had they themselves been on trial, and a
jury sitting in  judgment, they would both bhave
goue {0 the peniteutiary.

‘I'here was hearty lwughtor. Tho report, as
adoptod, not only docs away with the grand
jury, but gives a defendunt privilege of waiv-
ing trial byl ury in criminal cases.

North Dakota Convention.

The convention called by citizens of
the territory mnorth of thej 40th parallel
to take action in regard to the right of
the southern portion to appropriate tho
aame of Dakota, metat Fargo on the 12th
inst.

The convention was called to order by
Col, Plummer, who was selected tempo-
rary chairman, and Mr. Gorrid was
elected temporary secretary.

The chairman, on motion, appointed
Messrs. Hamilton, Falk, Gorrid,"McCon-
nelll and Talbert a committee on creden-
tials.

Messrs. Miller, Walker and Walsh
were appointed a committee on perma-
nent organization.

After the committee on credentials
had repoited, and some vacancies were
filled the committee on permanent or-
ranization reported in favor of W. H.
Francis for permanent chairman and I.
S. Hamilton for permanent secretary,
and a vice president from each county
haying five delegates or more.

The following resolutions were then
read, and after alengthy discussion were
adopted by a vote of 71 1-2 for and 23 1-2
against.

Whereas, the convention now in session
at Sioux Falls, Dak., and representing that
portion of thie great territory lying south
of the forty-sixth parallel, has assumed to
act for the people of the territory in the
preamble ot its constitution, as published
1n the associated press dispatches to-day;
and whereas, the convention at S8ioux Fll{l
in its action has ignored the rights of 300,-
000 North Dakotans, who represent more
than one-half the aggregate wealth of the
entire territory. Therefore be it

Resolved, by this conyention, That we
earnestly frotesz sgainst this attempt on
the part of South Dakota, as represented in
the Bioux Falls convention, to sppropriate
the name of Dakota, our common heritage.
The productions of that portion of Dakota
lying north of the forty-sixth parallel have
made the name Dakota famous, and give it
A commercial vaiue and prest or which
we should not and cannot deprived.
That we further protest against the admis-
sion of Bouthern Dakota, under a constitu-
tion making 110 provision for the assump-
tion of an equitable proportion of the pres
ent territorial debt by the people of South
Dakota, and we strongly provest against the
admission of the territory as 8 whole under
a constitution adopted at Bioux Falls or
elsewhere, in which the entire people of the
territory are not represented. If the ter-
ritory 1nust be admitted as a whole, we de-
mand a voice in the preparation ofthe law,
and will oppose any movement leoking to-
ward Statehood which deprives us of the
privilege of assenting or dessenting to con-
stitutional provisions,

Mr. Steele offered the following reso-
lutions which were adopted:

Resolved, That the chairman of this con-
vention appoint a committee of five, of
which the chairman of this convention
shall be one, which committee shall have
power to act en behalf of this conveation
and its constituency.

Resolved, That when this convention
sball adjourn it shall be to reassemble at
the call of the eaid executive committee,
and the said executive committee shall have
Rower 1o confer with representatives of (he

ioux Falls convention, or others in South
Dakota, looking tuward a representation of
the people of South Daxota to unite with
the delegates of this convention at such as-
sembly under this resolution.




