@0ntrol of extsting telegraph Iines, or to con- | turn upon tlieir investmont and to reasonab e

struct othore with & view of entering into gen-
eral competition with privato enterprise. Thbe
objections which may be justly urged agaivet
eitber of thesze vrojects aud, indeed, against
any sys’em which would require an enormuous
increase in the civil service, do not, however,
apply to soma of the plans which have lately
ﬁrovoke«l public comment and disenesion. 1t

ns been cluimed, for example, that concre:s
might wisely autuori®s tlie postmaster geueral
to contract with some private person or
corporation for the transmission of messag:s
at specified rates and under goverim: it
Fanervicion. Various such schemes, of the
game genercl nature but widely dilferingin
their =pecial characterisiics, have been eug-

by which they Lave been surportad and op-
osed have doultless atiracted your attention.

tis likely thut the whole subject will be con- |
In ths |

gidered Ly you at the preseut segsioln.
natiura of things it invoives 20 mauy questions
of detail that your d liberatious would prob-
ably be auled slightiy, if at ail, by any par-
ticular sugucstions which I might now subiit.
Iavow my beliot, bowever, thnt the govera-

ment should be anthorized by iaw to exereise !

court supervicion over iutersiate telegraph

communicaiion, and [ express the hope that

for atiaining that end some measure ba devisad

which will receive your anprobation.
e

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE.
S REGULATION OF FEES.

The attorney general criticizes in hig report
the provisions of the existing law fixing the
fees of jurors and witnesses in the faderal
courts. The provisions are chiefly contained
in the act of February 26, 1853, though soms
of them were introduced inio the act

from statutea which bad been pas-«d
many  Vears previous. It is mani-
fest that such compensation as might,
when these lawe wero enacted, have

been just and reasonable, would in many in-
stances be justly remanded at the prezent day
a8 inadequate. I concur with the atiorney gen-
eral in the belief that the statutes should be
revised by which these fees are reguiated. So,
too, should be the laws to regulate tho com-
gensstion of district attorneys and marzhals,

hey should be paid wholly by salary, instead
of in part by fcos, as is now tho case. The

change would prove to be a measure of econ-

omy, and wou!d discourage the institution cf
“peedless and oppressive legal procecdings,
which it is to be {eared have in some instances
beeu conducted for the mere sake of persounal
gain.

INTERIOR DEPARTMENT.
EVILS TO BE REMEDIED.

Much intercst and varied information is con-
tained in the report of tho secrctary of the
interior. Iypariculurly cail your attention to
his presentation of certaiu phases of the
Indian question, to his recommendations for
the repeal of the pre-emption aund timber cal-

ture acts and {ar more stringent logisiation to ]

prevout frauds under the punsion laws. The
statutes which prescribe the definition and pun-
ishments of crimes pertaining to pensions,could
doubtless be madle more elfeciive by ceriain

.. amenaments and additious, which ars pointed

sout in the eecretarv’s repori. 1 have pravi-
ously referred to tho alarming state of illiter-
acy in certain portions of the country, and
again submit for the cousideration of congress
whether some federal aid shounld not be extended
to public primary education wherever ade-

quate provision therefor bas not already been !

made.
UTAH.

The Utah commission bas submitted to the
secretary of the interior its sccond annual re-
port. As a rasult of its labors supervising
the recent election in that Territory, pur-
suant to the act of March 22, 1882,
it appears that the persons by that aot
disqualified, to the number of about 12,000,
were excluded from the polls. This fact, how-
ever, alfords little cause for congratulation,
and I fear that it iz far from iudicating avy

. real and substantial progress toward the extir-

pation of polvgamy, All of the members of
the legislature are Mormous. There is grave
reason to believe that they are in sympathy
with the practices that this government is scek-
ing to euppress, and that i's effort in that re-
gard will be more likely to oncounter their
opposition than recaive their encouragement
and support Even if this view should
bappily be erroneous, the law under
which ~ the commissioners have been acting,
should be made mors effectivo by the incorpor-
ation of some such measurcs as they recom-

mend and as were inciuded in bill No. 2,238 {

on the calendar of the senate at its last eesion.
I am convinced that polygamy is so strongly
intrenched in the Territory of Utah that it 13
profitless to attack with the state weapons
which constitutional legislation provide. I fa-
vor, therefore, the repeal of the act upon which
the government depends, the assumption by the
national legislature of entire political coutrol
of the Territory and the establishment of &
commission with such powers and duties as
ehall be delogated ¢o it by law.
THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
18 accomplishing much in the direction of the
agricultural development of the country, and
the report of the commissioner giving
the results of his investigations
and experiments, will be fouund inter
osting and valuable. At his ipstance a
convention of those interested in the cattle 1n-
dustry of the couniry was lately held ut
Chicago. The prevalence of pleuro-pneu-
monis and other contagious diseases of ani-
mals was one of the chief topics of dis-
cussion. A committea of the convention
will ionvite your co-operation 1n investigut-
ing the causes of these discases, and pro-
viding methods for their prevention and cure.
I trust that congress will not fail at its present
session to put Alaska under the protection of
laws. Its people have repeatedly remoustrated
against onr neglect to afford tuem the main-
tenance and protection expressly guarauteed by
the terms of the treaty, whereby that territory
was ceded to the United States. For sixteen
years they have pleaded in vain for that which
they should have received without ask-
ing. They have no law for the
collection of the debt, the support
of schools the conveyance of property, the
administration of laws, or the enforcement of
contracts—none indeed for the punishment of
criminale except such as are afforded by cer-
tain customs, commerce and pavigation acte
The resources of Alaska, especially in fur,
mines and lumber, are considerable in extent
and capabloe of large development, while its 5co-
graphical situstion is one of political and com-
mercial importance. The promptings of inter-
est, thereforo, a8 well as considerations of honor
and good faith, demand the immediate estab-
lishment of civil government in that Territory.
RAILWAYS,

Complaints have lately been numerous and
urgent that certain corporations controlling in
whole or part the facilities for the iuter-state
carriage of merchandiee by the great railways
of the country have resorted in their dealings
¥ith the public to divers measures unjuat
and oppressive in their character. In some
instances the State goveruments bave attacked

and suppressed these  evils, but in
others they have been unable to af-
ford adequate relief because of the

jurisdietional limitations which are imposed
upon them by the federal constitution. The
question wheiher the national governmeit may
lawfuily interfere in the premisee, and what,
if any, »npervision of control 1t ought to exer-
cise, i8 oue which meriw your careful cousid-
eration. Whilo we cannot fail to recog-
hize the importance of the vast rail-
way eystems of the country, and thair
great and benefloial iufluence upon the
development of our material wealth. We
should, on the oth2r hand, remember that uo
individual corporation ought to be investad
with absolute power over the interest of auy
other citizen or classof citizens. The right of
those railway corporations to any profitable re-

freedom in their reguiations must be

sress shonld protect people at large in their
interstats traflic against an act of injustice
which Stato governmonts are powerless to
prevent.

FOREST PRESERVES,

to the necessity of proteciing Ly suitable iegis-
Jation the forests situated up nthe public do-
main. In many portions of tha West thu pur-
snit of general-agricuitureis only made prac-
ticable by resort to irvigation. \While success-

regularity and constaney of the supply of
water. During the past year severe suifering
and great loss of properiy have been occa-
sioned by profusa flo lowed by periods
of unusually low wat
rivers of the countiy;
in gront measuve, cansed by the removal from
alont tho sources of tha streams in question
of tho timber by which the water supply had
{ been nourished aud protected. The presorva-
tion of such portions of the furesis ou the na-
tional domain as cgsensially eoutributa to the
equable flow of imporiaut water coursesis of
tho highestconsequence. Imporianttributaries
of the Missouri, the Columbian and ths Sus-
kateliewan, rize in the monntains of Montana,
now the northern boundary of the Uutted
States, betweea the Blackfeet and Finthead In-
dian reservationz. Thisrogion 18 unsui‘avlo for
gettlement, but upou therivers which flow from
it, depends in the futuro the agricultural

development of a vast tract of country. The
| attention of congress is called to tho necessite
| of withdrawing I'rom tie pubiic sale this part
| °f tha public domain, and ostablishing tbhere a
foreat vresexva,
| The industriai eshibitions which have been
[ held in the United States duving the present
| vear attracted the attention of many foreign
countries, where the annouuncement of those
entorprises had been made public through the
forcign representatives of this government
The Southern exhibits at Louisville were
largely attended by the exhibitors of foreign
countries, notwithstanding the absence of
any professional character in thoss undertak-
ings. The centennial exposition to be held
next year at New Orleans, in commemoration
of the century of the first shipment of cottou
| from a port of the United States, bids fair to
meot with Jike gratifying success. Under the
| act of congress of the 10th of Fooruary, 1883,
{ declaring  that exposition to be mnational
i and jntornational  in  its character,
i the foreign governments with which the
| United States maintains relations, have been
| invited to participato.  The promoters of this
| important undertakiug have already received
| assurances of the lively interest it Las excited
| abroad.
i The report of the commissioner of
i the District of Columbia is herewith traus-
! mitted. I ask for it your careful attention, os-
| pecially for those portions which relata to as-
| gements for tuxes and water supply

B
THE CIVIL SERVICE.
WORKINGS OF THE LAW.

The commissioners appointed under the act
of Jan. 16, 1883, entitled ““An act to regulate
and improve the civil service of the United
States,” entered promptly upon the discharge
of their duties. A seriesof rules framed iu ac-
cordance with the epirit of the statute

was approved and promulgated by the
! president. In some particulars where-
i1 they seemed defective those
! yules wero subsequently amended. Tt will be

perceived that they discountenanced any polit-
1cal or religious tests for admiesion to the
offices of the publicservice to which the statute
relates. The statute related in its original form
! to the clazsified clerkships in the socveral exec-
utive departments at Washiogton, numbering
about 5,600, and to eimilar positions in tho
customs districts and postofticea whero as
wany as fifty persons aro employed. A claesi-
fication of thess positions, analogous to that ex-
isting in the Washington offices, was duly made
before the law wout into ¢ffect. Eleven customs
districts and twenty-thres postoffices were
thus brought under the immediato operation
of the statuto. The annualreport of the civil
sorvice commission, which wiil oon be submit-
ted to congress, will doubtiess aflord tho moas-
ure of a more definite judgrient than I am now
prepared to express as to tho meri's of the new
gystem. Iam persuaded that its cilects have
thus far proved benoficial. Its practicable
mothods appear to be adequale for tho onds
proposcd, and there has been no gerious difli-
culty in carrying them into effect. Since the
! 1Gth of July last no person, so faras I am
aware, has been appointed to the public serv-
ice in the classified portions thercof ut any of
the departments or at any of the postoftices
and customs districts sbove named, except
those certified by the commission to be compe-
tentin the basis of the examination held in
conformity to rules.

—_———
MISCELLANEOUS.
THE PRESIDENTIAL SUCCESSION.

At the time when the present exccutive en-
tered upon his office, his death, removzl, resig-
pation or inability to discharge his dutics wonld
have left the government without a constitu-
tional head. It is possible, of course,

that a similar contingency may again
arise, unless the wisdom of congress
shall provide against its recurreucs. Tho scn-

ate, at its lastscssion, after full consideration,
passed an act relating to this eubjcet which will
now, 1 trust, commend itscif to the approval of
both bouses of congress. The clauses of the
coustitution, upon which must depend any law
regulating the presidential succeszion, presents
also for soluiion other queations of para-
mount importance. ‘I'hese questions relate to
the proper iuterpretation of the phrase “‘ina-
bility to discharge the powers and duties of the
swid office.” Our law providing, that when
the president ehsll suffer from such
inability, the presidential oftice shall devolve
upon tus vice president who must himselr, un-
dér the circumstances, give place to such offer
as congress mav by law appomt to actas
president. I need not here set forth numeroua
and interesting inquiries which are sugecsted
by these words of the coustitution. They were
fully stated in my first commuulcation to con-
gress, and have eince been the subject of fre-
quent deliberations in that budy. Itis greatly
to be hoped that these momentuous quesiions
will find epeedy solution, lest an emerzency
should arise when longer delay will be impos-
sible, and any determination, albeit the wisest,
may furnish cause for anxicty aud alarm. For
the rcasons fully stated in my Jast annual
message, I repeat my recommendation
that congress propose an amendment to that
provision of the constitution which preseribed
that the formalities for the enactment of laws,
whereby in respect to bills for the appropria-
tion of public moneys, the executivo may be
enabled ,while giviug his approval to pariicu-
Jar items, to interpose his velo as tosuch ollers
as do not commend themselves 1o bis judg-
ment.
THE FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT
of the coustitution cosfers the riguts of citi-
zenship nupon all persons born or naturalized
iu the United States, and subject to the juris-
diction thereof. It was the specitl purpose of
this amendment to insure membuers of the
co'ored race the fuil interment of civil
and political righta. Certain siatuatory pro-
visions, intended to secure the enforcement of
those rights, have been recently declared uu-
constituonal by the supreme court. Any legis-
lation whereby congress may lawfully eupple-
ment the guarauties whicu the constitut.on
affords for the equal enjoymeut by all the citi-
zcns of the United States of every rigit, priv-
ilege and immuuity of citizensiip, will re.
ceive my unhesitating apyrovai.
[Sigued] CHEYTER A. ARTHUR.
WasHINGTON, D. C., Duc. 3, 1833.

Miss Alice Gardner has been se’ected
out of twenty candidates as Egofmeor of
history in Belford College, London.

recoznized, but it sesms ouly just that, 8o far

as its constitutional authority will permit, con-
¢ |
i

In my last annual message 1 called att ntion !

)
|

| fu! irrgation wounld be impossible without the |
! r | aid aff rded by fovests in contributing to tho
gested in the public prints, and the sr umeuts |

auy of the great |
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peated verdict of visitors that
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COOPERECTOWN, DAKOTA,
v the Gueen City of & magnificent county and the most

beautifully tocated of the many new and prosperous places
of North Pakota, It 1s the

Permanent County Seat of Grigds County,
and, though only a few months old, already has a repre-
sentation in nearly every branch of business and each man
enjoying a profitable trade.  Plenty of room for more bus-
iness houses, mechanics or professional men,  Cooperstown
18 not only the
TERMINUS OF THE S. C. & T. M. R. R,
but is also Headquarters thereof. In short, the place is, by
virtue of 1ts situation

The Central City of the Central County of North Dakota.

SHIE

~

THE GEOGRAPHICAL CENTER ! THE (0YMERCIAL CENTER !

THE FINANCIAL CENTER! THE RAILROAD CENTER !
and the outfitting point of settlers for fifty miles to the
North and West, The energetie spirit of Cooperstown’s cit-
izens, who in most cases have not yvet reached the meridan
of life, the singleness of purpose and unity of action in push-
ing her interests, have resulted in giving her an envious
reputation for business thrift even this early in her history.

GCGRIGCGGS COUNTY
18 the acknowledeed Eden for settlers and home-seekers,  [ts
soil is unsurpassed; its drainage the very best; its elimate
salubrious, and its railway advantages par-excellent,  Pub-
lic land in the county is becoming searcer every day, yet
there are still thousands of opportunities for the landless

to get homes.
GREAT STRIDES

toward Metropolitan comforts have been made in Coopers-
town and the wandering head of the weary traveler can
here find rest and entertainment at an

BEAUTIFUL AND ELEGANTLY APPOINTED HOTEL,
erected at a cost of 520,000, The man who becomes a cit-
izen of Gricgs county'’s thrifty capital can have, without
price or waiting, the advantages of

GOOD SCHOOLS AND SPLENDID SOCIETY.

The rapidly erowing embryonic eity of Cooperstown is
surrounded on all sides by the very richest landsin North
Dakota.  Cooperstown, situated as it is in the very heart of
a new and fertile region, must boom to keep pace with the

UNPARALELLED RAPID DEVELOPMENT
of the surrounding country,  When you stop and consider
the facts you will realize the advantages this new town
enjoys, It being the terminus of a railroad, the entire
country makes it a
UNIVERSAL TRADING POINT,

a fact demonstrated by the merchants already established
and enjoying big trades, Cooperstown is not an experi-
ment but is built on the solid rock of commerecial ndus-
try. Sonnd investments can be made in Cooperstown city

property or Griggs county farm lands by applying to the
COOPER TOWNSITE CO., Cooperstown, D. T.,
Or J. M. BURRELL, Sanborn, D. T.

Plats Pant on Request. Unifurm Prices to All




