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REPUBLICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE.

Senator Sabin Elected Chairman of
the Republican National Commit-

tee, Which ecides Upon Chicago."

June 3, as the Place and Date ofthe
National Convention.

The Republican National Committee met

et Washington on Wednesday. All the
‘stntes and territories were represented.

First in the order of proceedings was the

election of chairman to succeed the late Goy.

Jewell. and this subject wes dis-
posed of shortly after the com-
mitiee was called together. It was
shown that he was the only man

whom it seemed possible to hit upon as ab-
solutely free from old factional agreements,
and tLe only committee who could be
elected to the place without a contest, which
it was desired to avoid. This baving been
settled, the programme was carried out by
placing Chaffee in the chair temporarily,
and then electing Sabin permanent chair-
man, he being named by Mr. Elkins. fThis
was dons unanimounsly, and Sabin pre.

\sided over the delioerations of the day, and
will continne to manage the business of the
committee and convention. Oataking the
chair, Mr. Sabin said:

While deeply sensible to the distinguished
courtesy you have conferred, I am doubt-
less, as much surprized as the country at
large will beat the announcement ¢f your
choice, but being pressed by all parties in
the interest and claim of peaceand harmo-
ny I accept what is rather a distastefal posi-
tion this time. I trust, however, the work
of this committee wiil bs characteriz:d ny
the same unarimity with which 1 have
bee: elected nud at the next election a re-
publican president by a like unanimous
vote ot the whole country. [ Applause.]

Gen. John C. New otlereu a resolut.on,
which was adopted, providing thaut a com-
mittee of five shotld be appointed by the
chairm:an to have complete charge of tn

weonveation, of which comnmittee the presi-
dent and secretary should be members,

It wa: also cecided 10 have the dist ict
conventions within ninety days of the con-
vention the date of waich was fixed as
June 3.

she place for holding the convention ex-
cited a gocd deal of 1oterest. Geutlemen
were heard in favor of Puiladelphin, In-
dianepolis, N2« York, Chatuqus, ete, but
Chicego wou on the first balloi as follows:

Chiazo. ...26 | Sarato; 1
Cincinon 15 | Philagelpus 1
(o] was deciared the place of the next

Repubiivan cony-a'ion,

THE .
Ths foliowing was acogted:
A Republican national nvention will

meet i1 Cuicago, Il Tues iay, June 3, 1831,
t 10 o'ciock noox, for the nomwinit.oa ui
candidaies 10 be supported for wpresident
and vice president at the next electon. Re-
pubiican elcc ors of the seveia! siates, aud
all other voters without regard to past po-
litica! diiferences, who aie in favor oi ele-
vating aud cignitying American labor; ex-
tend:r g snd promon g home industry, giv-
ing free popular education to the masses of
pecyie, seciring free suflrage and bhonest
couuting ol batlots, eflectiially protecting
all kuman rights inevery section of the
comumen couatry, aud who acesire to pro-
mote iriendly Ieeling and permanent nar
moeuy oughgut the lanu by securing a
nericnal government pledge to these objects
and pr tciples, are cordiaily invited to send
for each sware 1oar delegates av large, for
,i:och congressional district two dele:ates,
o aud for each representative at large two del-

egates. »

The call is sigrned by all the members of
the conventivu. Mr. Chundler oflered the
followinz, which was unanimousiy adopt-

Resolved, that th's commitiee views with
regret and indiguation the rccent att-mpts
tu suppress;human rights, destroy free :su'e
frage and honest counting of baliots in vari-
ous Stutes, by methods foreige to humsanity
and civihzatoa, Agzainst the prevalence
of such methods the Republican party
stauds irrevocably pledged, and we exiend
our sympathy to all sufferers from tuch
inhnmanities, and pledze our earnest un.
conditioral support and right hand of fel-
lowship to all men, all organizitions; what-
ever may be in past political action, who
now uureservedly commit themseives to an
organ z2d etfort to secure free educatiou,
free suffrage and protection of life and

Wroperty of all citizens, without regard to
1ace, culor, political op nion or voie.

The committee at 11 o'ciock adjourned to
weet atthe Gerand Pacide hotel, Chicago,
the 3ist of May, 1884,

Mr. Frre of Maine then submitted his
proposition for the new basis of representa-
tion iu the next convention which was dis-
cussed at great length by various members.
Yogan argued that the resolution proposed
was not such es the committee had power to
act upon. He was willing ta defer it to the
next national committee, for that was a
body tkat had the right to consider it.
Clayton. opposed the plan, and Moagzee
raoved that the whole matter be referred to
the next national convention. Magee's
motion was finally agreed to—yeas 25, nays

<S.

The plan was finally referred to the con-
vention by a decisive vote, so that the ratio
of delezates and the size of the next con-
venticn remains as it was. Senator Iogan
propozed & resolution, making it mendato-

ry upon the districts to hold their cenven-
tions ssparately and within the several dis-

tricts. Oy the 2ction of the committee at
the last meeting, it was left optional with
the dJistricts erther to hold their conventions
for thie selection of delegates sepsrateiy, or
to separate at the State conventions and do
their business at the same place. rhe
Southern memboers of the comaniitee object-
2d toc Senator Logan's resalutions to sirike
out the optional feature, saving that in
many districts they had no organizations
and csuld not hold separate meetings, 1t
being evident that the proposition could
20t pass, Senator Logan withdrew it.
Washington Special:—The election of
Senstor Sabin as cihnirman gives universal
satisfaction, owing to the confidence feit
by ell in his personal fairness and his busi-
ness-lize politics. He said that the honor
was unexpected and unscught. He Lad de-
clin d, thinking it wiser to tske some older

member; but his colleazues be ieve other-
wise s=d he had yielded when it wus

know:: thet he was the unanimous choice.
He had been intavor of Blaine in 1880, but
had no candidate, as yet, for 1834, e was

pot irsepsible to tae cowpliment to
himself and to Mionesots, and should
do zl! in his power to accomplish

the most good for his party, with perfecl
fairness to all aspirants for the presideuntial
honor. Mr. Sabin is one of the youngzest
men in the senate, being but forty years of
age, and is, in addition one of the new
men:berz of that body, but is already con-
sidered one of its most promising men. He
has been a delegate to every national con-
vention since he went to Minnesota, name-
Iy those of 1872, 1876 and 1280, having gone

tothe state iv 1571, Iu 1372 ke wasin faver

1830 favored Blaine, altlough obliged fo
cast the Minnesota vote at Chicago for
Wirdoni.

Painting the Sky Red,

\nother surprising sunset spectacle was ‘wit-
mested in St Paul late yesterday afternoon, the
phenomenon presentiog 2ll the characteristics of the
brighat red atmospheric pleture of a week or ten
days ago. Shortly before 5 ¢'clock a red glow
began tolight up the western horizon, gradually
spreading until a huge area of sky was marked by
the blood=red coloring. The brightest and clearest
tinge was just before 6 o clock, after the sun had
disappeared  from view, aud the effect
was marvelously pretty and brilliant. The
reflection  sevmed to  extend (o eovery-
thing in tbte rauge of ono’s vision, giving
the atmosphere, the buildings, and the high
bluffs across the river a reddish or dark pink tinge;
while, looking toward the illuminated sky, it
seemed as if there really was a tremendous firs
ragiog at Minoeapolis or away beyoud. The red
glow extended apward to a great height, and {* was
after G o'clock before thy sky assumed its normal
appearance. Tha Dbrilliant spectacle attracted
wide-spread attention and aduiration. A similar
display. occurring about ien days ago, was made the
subject of extended comment by the scientists and
newspapers throughout the civilized world. ILast
evening’s phenomenon was much less striking,
though brilliaut enough to entitle it to mention
a8 a most remarkable atmospheric spectacle,
The display of ten days ago has puz-
zled astronomers and the scientific world generally,
wide differences of opinion existing asto the causes
leading to such a wonderful effect. At n meeting
of the American Astronomizal society in New York
on the evening of the 34, the curious problem was
exhaustively discussed. One of the members said
the first phenomenon appeared in San Francisco
about Nov. 20 of the present year. It was then
supposed that the appearance was caused by some
fire burning iu the West, although such & sunposi=
tion placed the fire in the Pacific ozean. Subse-
quently the pheuomenon was observed in the Mis-
sissippi valley. It seemed as if it progressed from
Wost to east across the continent. Buton the 9th
or 10th of November, nearly two weeks before it
was observed at San Franc sco, similar phenomena
were seen in Englaud, So wide-spread was the red
glow that the speaker soon formed the opinion
that it was due to cosmical causes. He advances
the theory that the causs of tha phanomona might
be reflecction from mereoric dust. He also suggest-
ed that the pheuomenu of the green snn seen in
India aod South America might be accounted for
in the sarce way, The idea was discarded that
eitber of these phenomena could be acconnted for
by the volcanic vapors from the island of Java,
Certain it is that soms very unusnal condition of
things exists in the aimospliere to produce the sin-
guiar appearances tuat huve recently been wiie

e display of List avaning will tend to
still further mystfy the seivntist and stimulate an
effort to solve the extraordinars problem.

FEASTERN INVESTIGATION.

New York Sun: A remarkable observition
was made by Prof. Drooks, an industrions as-
tronomer of Western New Y ork on Wedn sday
cveuivg.  While searching with his telescope
for comets, ha saw what he deseribes as a
shiower of teclescopic meteors “near the sun.”
I'his, of conrse, means that they were naar the
apparent place of the sun in the sky. and not
literally near that body, for the sun Lad already
st at the time, and if what Prof. Brooks saw wis
ally a meteor swarm, the motcors must have
\ in the upper resions o onr atmospliere.
supposed flights of moteors scen through tele-
scopes have occasionaily turned out to be
floskis of birds, but an obzcrver as earcful and
experiencad as Prof. DLrooks seem3 to Dbo
would uot be hikeiy to make euch a mistako ss
that,  Assumiog, then, that he really did
gee an exmnaordinary swarm of meicors,
and remembering  that  mcteora large
enongh to be wvisibls without telescopes
and some of creat sizo and  Dbrilliancy,
have recently been unusually numerons.
the suggestion that the red light seen in the
sky for sevaral evenings past, long after sun-
set, may be causad by reflection from clouds
of meteoric dust in the upper portion of the
atmosphere is not unnatural. There are sev-
cral reasons for thinking that the stravge light
i8 tho result of =cme such cause as the pres-.
ence of meteoric dust rather thau ot differences
of density in the atmosphere leading to exira-
ordinary refraction. la the first place, the
phenomenon bas not only been visihio over
an immense extent of territory, bnt it has
lasted eeveral days, and has been seen in tho
cast before sunrise as well as in the west after
sunsot, so that any abnormal refraction in tho
atmostntiere would have to be of almost in-
crodible persistencs in order to account for tho
observed appearances. Besides, durieg this
time thero kavo been considerable atmospheric
chauges, in respect to temperature. ‘Ihuese
remarkable sunsct displays bavo also been
accompauied by a notably hazy appearanco of
tho sky.

It is well known that the earth is daily and
nightly pelted with millions of metcors, the
vast majorily of which are a'most instantly
consumed by the intensu heat devaloped as
they dash into our atmosphere. Thoa products
of the combustionof these m=leors tilter siowly
down through the air, and havo bien found in
the shape of metaliic dust on the stow fields
in the arctic regions, on mountain peaks in
Europe, and in other similar locualities, being
recognizable by their peculiar chemical com-
position. Itis also known that the solar sys-
tem abounds with swarms of meteors revoly.
ing aroand the sun, and :hat the earth croises
the paths of a number of these, cceasionully
cucountering the swarmis themselves. The
vast majority of these metcors are very small,
thoss that are seen weighing on an averaze
probabiy ounly a few graius; and since the tele-
scope reveals millions which escape the naked
eye, it is reasonable to conc'ude tuat millions
more are too sia!l to be seen, even with tele-
scopes—mere meteoric dust. There are his-
toric instances of supprosed falls of meteoric
dust, the most remarkable, perhaps, being that
of 1783, when Europe, part of Asia, and part
of North America were covored for mouths
witha dry fog, or haze, which excited tlLe
greatest alarm. Prof DBrooks’ snggestion tha!
the exrth has encountered a cloud of meteorie
dust is not, thercfore, without foundaton in
probability. 1f the recent blazing sunsets have
really resulted from such a cause, they are
likely fo eantinue, 1n a maoilified form, for some
time, gradnaliy disanpearing aa the dust sinke
lower in the stmosphiere.  But. although sa

many reazond ecan be advanced which give
probability to tha theovy (it moteorie dnst is
conecernad in th

productivi of !

1850 SIrange

4 ciTeers, vet it capnot Do cousidered as
ved, und some hatter explanation may be
*d.  Whatover tiie trne cxplination Inay
lurn out to ba, however, everybody secma to
sgree in the ovinion that the red gars in the
west during the 1ast throe or fouvr ovenivgs has
bean one of the most singular spectacics be-
heid in the sky for many vears,

Frank James Not Yet Clcar,

Kansas City Special: There was a gather-
ing here recently of old time confederates
and compsnious of Quantreli and other
rough riders of the “Lost Cause,” in order
to assist Frenk James, the noted outlaw, in
obtainin~ hail for his many crimes., It has
been known for some time that the step was
to be tzken, and in consequence otficers
from various localities were on band to se-
cure the prisoner, if perchance he was sive
his liberiy, Lail in the sum of Zo,000
for the Rlue Cut robbery was finished. bat

he wos immediately rearrested
by the sheriff of Gallatin county
upon the charge of having murdered

Casbier Sheerts at Geallatin, Dec. 7. 1809, end
will b2 taken to that point the 14th,
United States marshals were on hand with
writs for James' arrest for the Musszel Shioals
(Als) rcohery, and for stopping Unitea
ttates mails, A'so an cificer from North.
field, Minn., with a requisiti-n irom Goy.
Hubbard, The prisoner and his friends
were greatly surprised at the course taken

ot Grant's nomiuation, and in 1376 ard in, by the oificers in returning the outlaw to

his eld quarters at Gallatin, 1t is not known
whether he will be allowed bail in that
case,

—————
A Sad Tale of City Life.

C. P. Pease forged checks in New York
for $43, being driven to it by hunger. When
c ught he was 30 weak that it was with dif-
ficulty that he was led to a restaurant,
where a hearty meal enable! him to tell his
story. Abouttwo weeks ago ha came to
New York with his young wife. The coup-
le endured a great maoy hardships through
the inability of Pease to obtain work, and
after daily wandering about the streets they
were oblized to ston at nights in the parks.
At last the wor-an’s streugth gave outand
sha went to the home forthe friendless.
Pepse, while warming himself in the \'etro-
politan hotel, foun ! the check on the iloor
where it had been dropred by Lesh &
Hecht's bookkeeper, aud was in so desti-
tute a conditio:x that it induced him tc com-
mit the crime of iorgeiy. The prisoner was
dressed in a snmmer suit, and bad & num-
ber of newspapers wrapped around his
body to keep him warm. He had no stock-
ings. The complaining parties refused to

rosccute the unfortunate man. He was

ischarged.
D e —

Pine Land Classitication and Sale,

Mi. Strait also introduced a bill to vrovide
for the ciassification and disposition of the
vine timber lafds belovgivg to the publie ao-
main. It wi hdraws these lands from sale or
other disnosal ond provides that:

They =hall not be subject to pre-emption or
homestead  eatry. It directs the secretary of
the interior 1o cmssity  the  lunds  which
are chiefly valuable or salavle for
pine  thwber und  ecause  an  appraisal
of the dtherenn, 80 far as surveys bave been
wade, and at the value ol sach lamds by legal sub-
divisicn of forty I eichty acra tracts or fruc-

is ther d all pre-emption or homesteed
s tnereof, mado aftor the Jato of
y ol this act shail be eaneeled and the
vy paad theretor
W= by law in cu
5D \

1

. opening
o may  deem
onstdered ror o less

subj-et torhe appoval of t
s incertor, and shall be
by codnsion of biddors.
{ur sal s bevis nre
shall beoexeups from the ope

A Southern Tramdy.

Milledgevillo (Ga ) Speceial: Twelve vears ago
Robert Hamplhreys of  Bartow conuty grew
jzdons of the attentions paid Lis wife Ly other
men. Ha watzched for criminating evidionee
without avail. One night, whiie vecnng through
thie bedroom window, hie thought he deteeted
i man in bed, and, hring ar hun, ran ofl, oot

knowing that it was hix own chitd he had
killed.  The mother,  koowing that  ber
pnsband  was  not  coming  back, lLad
taken  her danghiter to bed with her. Ham-
phreyve was ieied, conviciod, and  sentenced
to death, Betore the duy of execution ar-
rived he mnde his e-capoe.  Fwe.ve years

clapsed ana nothing was heard of Lim, during
which timo bis wite, bolieving him desd, had
remarried.  Three months oo several Barlow
connty inen, prospecting turongh tho neigh-
boring connty of Catoosa, came geross he
almo-t forgotten murderer, who, under another
vanie, Luwd went to work, carned oo small farm,
and was thriving within a dayv's walk of e
recno of s erime. Tuey promutiy took him
i charga.  Sinee then ho hias been in Bartow
Jal aaaiting resentence. I'he governor, on
Deing uppented to, ordered a commi=sion ol
tnney, which deerdsd that the mau was hiope
fo==ly demientd. To-day he was placed i the
St wsviam for insane.

—_————

G2n, Longstreet made a speech at Wood-
stock, Ill., last summer, atd was visihly
overc me, according to the papers, by his
feelings on the new friendship of north and
soutt., He now explains that it was sim-
p'y pain caused by a bullet io his throat
which he got at the battle oftha Wilderness.

Mrz. Mary Penfield of Rockford, Ill., and
her dauginter, were arrested in Berlin, Ger-
many, receatlyjon suspicion ofbeing nibil-
ists, Thay were sin ply going about shop-
ping in the usattended American way.

The pastmaster general has called on the
attorney uzeneral for an ioteroretation of
the act of 3urch 3, 1883, providing a read-
jostment of salaries of postmasters in ge-
cordance with the actof June 12, 1866. A
yery large nun:per of "claims have been
made by postinasters for back pay under
this act, and the amount involved is vari.
ou:ly estimated at $2,000,0J0 to $4,000,000.

A mesting of members of the Vander-
slice family was held at Philsgelphia to
prosecute theic claim to the progerty ol
Jaecabh Vanderslics, who died ia Dort, Haol-
land, in 182, leaving an estate ndw valued
at 550.000 000, Jacob had no criidren und
the cluimants ar: desceadants of his five
prothers.

The wife ofJohn Horrie of Homerville,
New Brunswick, gave birth to four boys on
the efternocn of the 13thinst, O.e died
two hours aiterward. The others are doinge
well.

One of the larzest cattle saies on recora
was consummated at Denver, D. H. and .J.
W. Snyder & Co., of Denver,bought of Sny-
der Bros., ot Georyetown, Tex ., over 29 GU0O
head ot cattle and 400 hors.s; consideration,
$700,000 cash,

At Indianapolis Dr. Eldward Griffiths,
whose daughbter, MTs. E. T. Johnsan, died
recently rrom the effects ofa pisiol shet
wound, supposed to have besn inflicted by
herself, hes brought suit o set ~side a deed
executed ny ! er tha night hefore the tradg-
edy. IIeaiiezes that her hus' and obtained
the property by fraud and deception, sided
by Itav. Dr. Wakefield o1 Richmond, Ind.,
who was misied and countenancea the
scheme. Tae plaintitf ¢arges that John-
son'lalseiy represented his wife to have
heen seduced Ey Col. Henry of Knoxville,
Tenn. Hecays she was shot and kilied in
bed. intimating foul pley.

Tyler & Frost, shoe manufacturers, of
Lyvnn, Mass, and Joseph Mauallet of East
Brookfield, have failed. Liabilities not
\smed.

A CLOSE CALL.

A Storm of Bullets—An Incident of
he Bautle of Fredericksburg.

“Did you ever have a very ‘close call’
during the war? “asked a Stat reporter of
a promincat clerk in the Postoflice de-
partment, who served in 1lancock’s old
division of the 2d corps.

*“Close call”’—yes, several. We had
them nearly eyery day from ‘61 to *65;
but the closest call I ever had was at
Fredericksburg, when Gen. Burnside
ordered the attack on Marye's tleights.
Qu: division was in the advance, and
Jost more men that day than the balance
of the troops engaged on the right wing.
When my regiments filed out of the
streets of the town we mustered 218, and
that night only twenty-seven answered
roll call, All were not
killed Dbut every man leit alive out-
side of the twenty-seven could show a
wound. 1 was one of the number who
responded at muster after the fight.
Our adjutant was also present, vet dur-
ing the engagement he received an in-
jury that prevented hiam from lyving on
his back or tuking & comfortable seat for
two weeks, We noticed something pe-
culinr in his gair, but, he being a proud
mao, ;no one dared to ask what was the
cause, and it was months before we found

I will tell vou the story of my ex-
perience that day,” continued the vet-
eran. “‘Directly arter we leitthe streets
to make the attack, I felt a tugat ‘the
haversack by my side, but, was too busy,
looking ahead, to investigate the causeo.
Next eame a decided jerk under the left
arm, and upon examination a hole was
found through both my conts—for it was
winter, Dedember 15th 1862, The
Johnuie’s bLullets did not touch my
clothes again until we got to within 0
feet of the stone wall, at the base of the
hill, under the Marye's mansion,
The fire from the three lines of
battle oithe enemv.—one at the top,
oine on the side. and one at the foot of
the ridge,—had been steady il the way
up the slope from the town; but when
we reached the vicinity oi the wall, and
it appeared we were carrving every-
thing betore us, the jaws of hell seemed
to open on both sides. 1 never was in
such a fire, from Buall Riun to Appomat-
tox, a5 we expenienced that moment.
Bullets or pieces of shell seemed to be
striking evervthing above ground, near
where we stood in line, and one by one
our men fell dead or wounded. A smal!
board fence in our front disappeared in
less than halt a hour. A splinter from
tivis fence struck me across the bridge of
the nose and eyelids, and made the
biood 1ly fora second or two. It wasonly
n serateh, but I thousht at the timoe that
halt my head was gone and conciuded to
lie down and calmly await the approach
of death, Just then a piece ota shell
took oft my right coat-tail. This hasten-

ed the movement into a. horizontal
position  on  the ground, from
which I did not stir, until dark-

ness put a stop to the slaughter, except
to crawl up o few feet closer to the hub
of an old wagon-wheel, that had been
stuck in the ground probably for years.
‘The rains of many seasons hiad washed
the earth down hill against the hub, and
it allforded an excellent protection
for my wounded (?) head. Once, and
only once, did I yenture to look out
from this haven of rest, and then a
southern genfleman behind that mem-
orable stone wull took the cap off my
head with a bullet from his rifle. God
only knows where that cap went, for I
never looked for it again. After this a
bullet lodezed in wmy knapsack, which
was exposed above the wheel hub. The
old spokes of the wheel were all knocked
out. In fact the members of the oppo-
sition behind the wall shot, off their guns
at evervthing within range until tney
<ot tired, and the line of blue coats was
+o still that there seemed to be no life
in it. Somegfew were crowded behind a
brick house R shert distance off. These
were the only men whoe appeared to bu
alive, and towards the last all their en-
ereies were apparently devoted to keep-
ing under cover of the house.

“Just at this time a new danger ap-
peared inour rear. A green regiment,
over whose backs we marched into the
fight that morning. opened fire on the
enemy, as they thought, Lut their range
was too low, and the ballets from their
guns were  striking  along our posi-
tion and finishing the work of destrue-
tion. My pluce of shelter and that be-
hind the honse was open and exposed to
this fnciiade. One of the first bullets,
fired by this reciment caught in the
hollow of iy right shoe and tore off the
heel. This was the only danger done
me by these blundering volleys, but
many of our men were killed by the
shots  fiom  behind,  The  knowl-
cdee that wiellow is between two firesis
not pleasant, and for uearly three long
miserable honrs we waited for night te
veieve us from our awkward position.
Tt was by this fire trom the rear thatour
gallant adjutant was damaged in the way
I have mentioned.

“When darkness cameon the few who
had strength enough to move crawled
down to ihe city. A tall old veteran,
who had followed Gen. Scott throuzh
Mexico and who was then a member of
my compuany, was the only manin my
immediate neighborhood whom I could
recoznize as belonzing to the regziment
of 218 men who fuced the heizhis that
morning. We brought out the colors
and by rolling and creeping succeeded
in reaching shelter under the brick walls
of the town. Nearlv two and a half
vears after, when lLee’s army stacked
arms for the last time, I asked what was
the hottest place he was cever in, and
Le replied, withonut a moment’s; hesita-
tion, *Fredricksburg’ That night whi'e
old Mike ahd I were prepuaraig to have
some supper, near the corner of Prin-
cess and Caroline streets, [ put my right
hand in my haversack to getsome eracke
ers and upon examining the handful
brought out we jfound the buallet, which
bhad caused the first tug at mv side that
inorning. This discovery led Mike to
remark: “Better have it in your hand

than where you arc putting that hard | °

teek and coffee.”

“That isthe story of one day’s life i
the army of the Potomnae,” added t!
veteran., “The experience i3 not ex-
clusively mine, Hundreds can tell a
similar story; and for that reason yon
are not to use my name.  All yon want
is scme ore lizht on the events ora

’
| e,

Y

day fhat will never be effuced from my
nLe,r'nOty if I live to the age ot Methuse-
3 C —— G ——

Miscellany.

Some San Francisco fishermen recent-
ly caught a singular marine monster,
which they call an elephant fish, in
their net, after a struggle or several
hours, during which the creature drag-
ged the smack a long distance. Iv.neas-
ures nine feet eight inches in leugth,
tour feet wide, and seven feet in cir-
cumference, and has a mouth eighteen
inches wide. It appears to belong to
the shark species, and part of a human
body was found in its maw.

The value of the willow crop of
Wyoming county, N, Y., is estimnated at
$12,000. The heaviest crops are found
in the towns of Perry, Gainsville and
Warsaw, and the willows are shipped to
Syracuse, Buffalo and New York to Ger-
man basket-makers, where they com-
mand fr.m &1 to $24 per ton. Before
1869 the willows had to be stripped of
their bark where they were raised,
which was accomplhished by standing
the bunches in a4 stream of water.
Since 1869 tne buyers take them bark
and all, and strip the stalk by steam
power, which makes it more profitable
for the producers.

Among the Oriental rugs on exhibi-
tion at the Boston Fair tbere are two
which are o fine that photographs have
been mwade of them for exhibition, and
they are some of the finest ever seen in
this country. One of them is 21 jeet,. 10
inches by 7 feet in size. One scarcely
recognizes the fact thav such specimens
as these find ready sale among connois-
seurs at 31,000 each.  Another good ruz,
smaller in size, fine and thin, woven in
dark, rich colors,isthe Senoli.  Inmany
respects it resembles the Afehanistan,
These rugs are valued at about $200.
There 1s not one factory in the worid
that makes Mecea rugs. They are made
entively by families, and it 15 only pos-
s.ble to get three or four at a time,

Some views on cholera, bused on a
snecessfal practical experience with he
disease in Madrid and the Phililippines.
have been expressed to the Paris Acad-
emy of Sciences by Mons. Ramon de
Luna: He believes that the cause of
cholera is always to be found in the at-
mosphere; that it exerts itsaction exelu-
sively throush the respiratory organs:
that its incnbation is most likely to take
place during a passive condition of the
individual, particularly during sleep;
that the microbe or ferment acts chietly
onthe blood-corpuscles,tpreventing prop-
er oxidation, and so leading to gradual
suffocation; that the only safe remedy is
the inhalation of nitrous acid mixed with
air; and that the best means of preven-
tion is the nilrons fumigation of rooms,
utensils, ete., twice a day.

The Dashaway Society, a noted tem-
perance organization of San Francisco,
had a pecoliar origin.  One night in the
early history of the city a party of men
were winding upa spree ina saloon,
when one of the members dashed the
liquor from the glass, and said: “I dash
it away forever!” From 'his incident
the society was formed.

The New Orleans Times-Democrat
claims that, according to the census re-
port, although the southern states possess
only one-eighteenth of the wealth of the
country, they contribute one-sixth of all
the money expended forschool purposes
—contributing to their schools thres
times as liberally as the north or west.
while they furnish one-fourth of all the
scholurs in the public schools. In the
south. 100, there is no distinction in the
pay of male and female tcachers—both
are paid alike. The censns also shows
that children are much more numerous
in the south than in the north and west,
in proportion to the populution, the
birth rate being decidedly hLigher, and
the nmuber of children to the fawily
sreater,

One of the best stories of gthe season
cemes from Wrightsville, S, C., and is
thus told by the Recorder: *A lady
while engaged in the pursuit of her ao-
meslic duties, encountercd a mouse in
the flonr barrel. Now most Indies, under
such circumstances, wonld haye uttercd
agennine shriek and then sought safety
in the garret; bnt this one possessed
more than the ordinary degree of zenu-
ine courage. She summouned the man
servant wad told him to get the «on, cail
the dog and stationed  herself at a con-
venient distance, then she clambercd
np=stzirs and commenced to punch the
flonr burrel with o pole. Presently the
monse made its appearance and started
across the floor. Fhe dos started ut
ouce in pursnit. The man fired and the
vedropped dead. The jady fainted,
It down thelstairs, and the man, think-
iz she was kilied, and feanng that he
woill be srrested for murder, i
peared, and his not heen seen
The mouse escaped.”
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iiow “The Scavlet Leiter® Was
\Wriiten.

An iatimate iviend of IHawthorne's
nag related the following churming little
anecdote. showing the circumstances un-
der which one of his best novels was
written: One wintry day Hawthorne re-
ceived at the otice notification that his
service would no longer be required.
With heaviness of heart he repaired to
his hunbic bome. His voung wiie rec-
ognized the change and stood watc hing
for the silence w be broken. At length
he ful:ered: * Tam removed from ofiice.”
she lefi the room; soon returned with
fuel and kindled w bright fire with Ler
»wn hunds; next she brouzht pen, pa-
:r. ink, and settivem before him. Then
¢ touched the sad man ou the shoul-
and, as he turned tothe beaming

suid: “*Now yon can write vour
wook.” The cloud clearcd away. The
st office looked like a eags trom which
ne lad escaped. “The Scarlet Letter”
«as written, and a marvelous suce
«;aaried the anthor and his stout-hear:s
Jd wife.—N. Y. Howe Journui.




