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Though stocks of nearly all sorts are 
"m the slouch of despond," the New 
York Herald says, that or iinary business 
this far in December is 10 per cent, 
greater than last year; that money is dirt 
cheap; that goods are moving freely and 
buyers are laying in large stocks. On 
the whole the prospect for a large and 
safe business in the spring, is highly en­
couraging notwithstanding the weeding 
out of weak and unsafe concerns. 

There is a retaliation resolution in the 
House, on Germany, for refusing to re­
ceive American hog products. The res­
olution propones to prohibit the impor­
tation ot any German product which the 
president, by the advioe of experts, 
shall deem injurious to health. It is 
supposed that wines, liquors, etc., from 
Germany may be brought under the ~an. 
They amount to a vast s:ght more than 
our hog exports, the ag^iegato of wh ich 
is less than 7.<i00,000. 

The remarkable red sunsets and sun 
risings that have caused so much won­
dering in America, were seen in England 
as early as the 9th or 10th of last month, 
and they were seen in San Francisco at 
early as the 20th. Ocean voyagers now 
arriving report the same unparalleled 
phenomena both at sunset and sunrise 
all the way over. Whatever the cause 
of the singular appearance it is evident­
ly wide-spread. In the course of a dis 
cussion at the meeting of the American 
Astronomical society, Packer institute, 
Brooklyn, last Monday night, the idea 
was given out that the "green sun" re­
ported from South America, a while 
ago, was due to the same cause, whatev­
er that may be. And as to that, there 
was n theory that there might be a 
cloud of meteoric dust outside our atmos-
ohere and through which we are pass­
ing. At all events, and whatever the 
cause, the sight is one of the most re­
markable and finest ever afforded, and 
it is Bometlnna to h«» l iw> remembered. 

Representative Washburn's bill to 
repeal the laws allowing pre-emptiom 
of the public 1 anda and amending the 
homestead and timber culture laws, is 
In some respects similar, to the amend­
ment to the sundry civil appropriation 
bill by Mr. Washburn last session and 

Adopted by the house, but stricken out 
in the senate under the rule. This 
amendment is so modified by Mr. Wash­
burn's bill this Besson as to overcome an 
important objection heretofore urged 
against the repeal of the pre-emption 
laws. This objection is that the pre­
emption laws enabled a person who has 
(ailed to prefect his title under the 
homestead laws to obtain a piece of land 
ander the pre-emption laws. The bill 
allows a person to makeasecond home­
stead entry in heu of the pre-emption 
prevailing repealed. Mr. Washburn's 
bill is important to would-be settlers, 
and will no doubt receive a great deal 
<>f attention in congrees but there If 
«ome doubt of its passage on account of 
*he pressure of influence that prevailed 
"gainst the ipwwnre last year. 

The papers assert that the country is 
MOW passing through an epidemic of 
crime, and their various columns sus­
tain the assertion. All agree that the 
ease with which criminals are able to 
evade the officers of the law or to es­
cape the punishment preseribed for 
offences, has done much to encourage 
and embolden men prone to commit 
acts of villainy. It is plainly evident 
that more efficient legal means than we 
jiotr have must be resorted to to stamp 
oat this carnival of crime that is now 
sweeping over our land. The inefficien­
cy of our constabulary forces and the 
recognized leniency of the courts and 
oardoning power in certain sections of 
the country, have, in many instances, 
afforded a pretext for the people to take 
the law into their own hands, and add 
to other offenses that of lynching. When 
Hcoandrols are made to understand that 
retribution will speedily and almost cer­
tainly follow their offending, many of 
them will abundon their life of crime, 
and ire shall witness a return to peace 
and security. The subject is one de­
manding serious public attention. 

EPITOME OF THE -HEWS. 
'Washington Gossip. 

Senator Harrison o< Indi na and his wife 
and daughter left Washington last week for 
Indianapolis. They will go to Omaha to 
be present at the wedding, on the29th inst., 
of th- ir son and ex Senator Saunders* 
daughter. They will give the young couple 
an cBtertainrarot in In- ianapclis before 
returning, and then Mr. Russell Harrison 
will bring his bride to Washington before 
taking her to his home in Htlena, Mont., 
where he is superintendent of the assay 
office. 

The report comes from Washington that 
the sentence of t*>e court in the caseof 
Capt Chambers McKibbin, Fifteenth in­
fantry, recently tried at Fort Snelling, 
M mi., was suspension from, rank and com 
mana for a period not exceeding one year, 
and even this it is thought will be mitiga­
ted by the president, owing to the pwol« 
circumstance of the case, which indicated 
negligence, rather than deliberate intent to 
detraud. 

Postoffices established: Dakota, Idyl-
wike, Turner county. Postmasters com' 
missioned: Abe Wilkins leoeauqua, I»wa 
George Knopf, Wheeling, Minn. 

Third assistant Postmaster General Hmen 
says the two-ceut postage is a sucoess, and 
that the deficit this year will be only about 
ten percent. 

Of 520 freeholders, worth from $10,000 to 
$20,000, in Washington, 120 are women. 

Railroad News. 
Articles of Incorporation of the Moorhead 

&, Chicago Railroad company were filed re­
cently with the princiwl office at Moor-
bead. and a capital stock of $5,000,008 with 
the limit of liability the same amount. 
The corporation is to endure 50 years from 
Jan. 1,1884. The fint board directors is E. 
C. Sprsgue, John Erfckson. P. H. Lamb. F. 
J. Bnrnham and F. E. Briggs. The road is 
to run from Moorhead to the toutheru 
boundary of the state, 

H. 1. Davis, assistant general passenger 
agent of the St. Paul, Minneapolis & Mani­
toba road, has resigned, to take effect Jan. 
1. His successor in the passenger depart­
ment will be 0. H. barren, at present pri­
vate secretary to General Manager Manvoi, 
who will be known as the general passen­
ger and ticket agent, 

The Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul an<1 
Central Iowa have issued a Joint freight tar 
iff. aated Bvc. 26, quoting rates on emigrant 
movables from Chicago, Milwaukee and 
Ricine to points in I?wa. 

Probably the wealthiest railroad cond *c 
tor in Amen'ca is employed cn the East 
Tennessee, Virginia & Georgia road. He is 
said to be worth 150.000. 

Crimes and Criminals. 
Helena, Mont., Herald: Gov. Crosby 

was recently notified by telegraphic mes-
sage from the department o> justice, that on 
toe iuttrcession ol Senators Sabin asd Mc-
MWan the president had granted to Frank 
Young, the sltyeiof McOarty, a reprieve 
for sixty days from Dec. 27. The family 
and friends ot Young were able to secure, 
through the Minnesota senators in Wash­
ington, what here, Gov. Crosby, with lull 
knowledge of the case, felt constrained to 
deny. The execution of Young Was set for 
the 27tb inst., the sime day as that appoin­
ted tor tbe hanging of Clark, and it would 
certainly have t keu >lace at that date, but 
(or the president's reprieval, 

Mrs. Judith Fitzpatricr, a widow aged 
seventy, living at Leeompton, Kans., WEB 
murdered at her home the other night, and 
an attempt was made to burn the house, 
with the evident purpose of conoe»ling the 
crime The motive is supposed to have 
rabbery, as the old lady was known to 
have several hundred Cellars. 

The negro, Big Ike, who, while attempt­
ing to burglarise tbe bank of Durango, N, 
M., last week,shot dead Bruoe Hunt, son ot 
ex-Gov. Hunt, died the other night in jail 
at Dur«ngo, from ir juries purpostly it fllct-
ed on himself in jumping headlong from a 
forty-foot embankment to avoid being cap­
tured alive. 

From singing at missionary meet ines in 
the Gloversville, N. Y., jail, Aggie Austin, 
a pretty girl, fell in love with Ford Roder­
ick, a horse thief. In order to be with him 
she stole the same team he did, was sen­
tenced, and labt week was msrried to him 

The postaffice at Perryville, Kans., was 
roobed or (800, the burglars going east on 
the Union Pacific. The sheriff and chief ot 
police of Lawrence went to Lenope and 
captured one of the men. 

WUllie Whitley, the "Chicago Kid," was 
arrested at Lawrence, Kan., recently, for 
stealing a thousand dollars worth of drafts 
from a trunk. 

Personal Gossip. 
Admiral 8tephen D. Trenchard, TJ. S. N., 

died on the 5th of lsst November. He 
made a will on the 20th of January, 1856, 
appointing his wife sole executrix, legatee 
ana devisee. She died five years Nsiore 
him, and as be never executed another will 
that msde in 1856 became inoperative, and 
Edward Trenchard, the only surviving eon 
applied for letters of adminstration on his 
father's estste. The decedent's real estate 
is valued at about $20,000, and personal 
property at $2,000. 

Archbishop Perehe of New Orleans has 
for some weeks been in falling hesltb. 
Christmas night bis condition was so alarm­
ing that it was deemed imperative to admin­
ister the last sacrament. The archbishop 
sutlers more from age than sickness. His 
death Is expected momentarily. 

Reuben R. Springer has given the Cin­
cinnati art museum a lot of valuable pio-
t/.res. and the college of music $10,000. 
4 Sprsgue, tbeftlivipg skeleton,! has .willed 
hid bones to Harvard collcge. 

Jessie McGee died at Kappa, 111 ., 1017ears 
old, Sunday,tbe 23rd. 

Foreign Items or News. 
London Cable: The Fenian scare is sub­

siding, owing to the reported official con 
tradictions of sensational rumors which are 
chitfiv traceable to the Central News agency. 
Tbe Unite* Irishmen demands tlat the 
legislature should step in and check tbe or­
ganized circulation of these falsehoods, 
which, it says, helped <0 fan the Englfeb 
craze abont dynamitards and Invlncibles, 
and "through these lies (he English mind 
becomes in flamed into the passing of coer­
cion bills." 

Casualty Record. 
John Butk, fireman in tbe engine room, 

•f tbe Fuller Bleotno Light company. 6 
Arcade court, Chicago, wis caught in the 
betting this noon and whirled against the 
stone wall. His arms and leca were torn 
oft and he was (Maembowled. His remaina 
were scattered all over the room. 

MisceHaneona News Items. 
The following priest* were ordained at 

the Cathedral in Baltimore by bishop 
Keaae of Richmond: M. Moody, 
Dennis O. • rowley, J. Gilfillan, 
Boston; J. D. Marr, Washington, D. G-; B. 
F. Moore, Conviqgton, Ky ; C. Donahue, 
R<chmond. Ta.; Joseph Lawler, Trenton, 
N. J.; E, O'Beilley, J. J. Green, Chicago; 
William Dtiherty, Providence, R. I: James 
Degnan, Connecticut. Eight deacons and 
sight anb deacons wen also ordained. 

rhe sixth annusl meeting of the Western 
Commercial Travelers' association was held 
at St. Louia with a large attendsnoe. Tbe 
reports of the president and other offietels 
show the association to be in a very pros­
perous condition. The following officers 
were elected: President, I«aao R. Frask; 
secretary and treasurer, John Gimore, with 
six vice pnsidents and a board of directors. 

Several davs ago William H Conkling 
came to Omaha from Minnesota and 
stopped at the Paxton hotel. He was a 
man of striking appearance and evident 
wealth, and said he wonld make that city 
his home, build a fine resideno* and bring 
his family there. He had been drinkina 
heavily ever since he had been there, acd 
died on the 21st. It is believed that hia 
father lives at Sidney, Ohio. 

Frank Cole and Miss Neary of Cohoes, 
N, Y., wen announced to be married Wed­
nesday afternoon. The minister, in the 
presence ot the guests, vouched for the 
genuineness of a marriage certificate pro­
duced by the ooupH dated fonr years ago. 
The minister, by request had kept quiet. 

The Ohio senatorial fight is hot, indeed. 
All the closing work is to be done dur­
ing the holidays. Then is ne doubt-
that Hmry B. Payne, individually, leads 
in the fight, but he does not lead the 
field. 

Mr. Chidssy, fifty years old, persisted in 
paying his snit to Miss Johnson, who clerks 
in a New Haven ssloon. Her eye lighting 
on a basket of eggs, she began a bombardment 
that did not cease till he was covered with 
albumen. 

Thirty years ago lager beer waspractic- lly 
unknown in this country; now there are 
2,5tt0 breweries with an investment of $150,-
000,000. 

Ike case of Rev. W. Mitchell of Boston, 
arrested for stealing a book from a store, 
has been dismissed, He is now in a private 
asylum. 

President Rockwell, of the Educational 
association, wants congress to me $65,000,-
000 a year o: the surplus revenue for public 
schools. 

The son of the Dominion Premier says 
that the Manitobans are not so dissatisfied 
as reported. 

John Abrahsm, a poor Rockford, III., 
tailor, has received a 160.000 legacy. 

Paduoah, Ky., has a groom and bride 
sixteen and thirteen years old. 

A St. Paul tailor prophesies that 18£5 
will see knee-breeches in style. 

MatriMtony and fluletde. 
La CitoseK, Wis., Special Telegram, Doc. 26. 

—A dispatch from Xecedah gives the particu­
lars of the mnrrtago of the daughter of Samuel 
Hi lee to William Armstrong, which was quite 
a brilliant event. Among the festivities was 
au excursion of the entire wedding party ovoi 
the new Wisconsin & Pittaville railroad, with a 
nnch at Dexterville at the residence cf George 

Hiles, uticle of the bride. The followiug dis­
patch from Grand Ripids will be seen to liav.' 
relation to tbe above -event: "W. H. Johnson 
of Dexterville, who has been head bookkeopei 
and general accountant for Georgs Hiles fox 
years, made an attempt at suicide to-day at Si 
p. m. in bis room at tue Central house 
liy isbooting with a revolver. After din­
ner he complained of being fatigued 
and went to hia room. Calling the landlady, 
he put tbe muzzle of a revolver to his breast 
and fired, just ae Rhe entered tbe room. Tbe 
ball passed jnst above tho heart and was taken 
out near tbe shouitlerblade. Tiie patient is iu 
a precarious condition. He in abont twenty-
eight years old. There is do definite idea ae 
to the oause of this deed, but it is generally 
believed that tho marriage of a certain young 
lady yesterday, on Whom he had set his affec-
liotiH, cut considerable of a figure in the case. 
He had written letter* to parties at Dexterville, 
informing tliem of his intentions, and the 3 
o'clock train brought several persons ovor here 
to interfere. 

A Typical Texan Matinee. 
McDsdo Special: Henry Fneifier, Wright 

McLemore, and Thad McLemon wen taken 
rom a saloen hen by fifty well-armed 
masked men, carried a mile into the brush, 
and hanged to a tree. Thad McL*mon was 
under arrest at the time, having been tufcfn 
early in the evening on a charge of burglary 
by 8. J. Walker. The other two happened 
to be present when the lynchers arnved. 
Pfeiffer was under indictment for horse 
stealing in this county. Six men, friends and 
relatives of those banged, came to town 
and picked a quarrel with Tom 
Bishop and George Milton. A fight with 
shot guns and six-shooters ensued. Two 
of the six, Jack Bayley and Asa Bsylry, 
were killed, and a third. Hayward Baylec, 
wounded. Wallis Griffin an estimable 
citizen of McDade, wVile assisting Milton 
snd Bishop to defend themselves, was shot 
tbrouah the head nortally bv Hayward 
Bailey. Five corpses, those of tbe two Le-
mores, the two Bayleys, and Pfeiffer, are 
lying in the msrket house yet unolaimed. 
It is tbougkt that friends will oome, and 
trouble is threatened. 

Constancy Rewarded. 
Canton, Ohio, special: Twenty jvars age 

William Craig quarrtMed with his'pretty young 
sweetheart He went out of the neighborhood 
and was never heard from. Iiis betrothed 
mourned him as lost, but refused all off era ot 
ma'riage. Friday, Dec. 7, a bearded wjii ol 
forty wa ked up tbe path to the house of hi* 
old sweetheart. Mutual recognition followed 
ami the long deferred marriage took place yes­
terday. Craig said be set ved in the uriny and 
(lien wont to NebraHka, where be took up a 
valuable tract of land which he had since cul-

i v a t o d .  _ ^  

Mr. Mahone'fl desk in tho Senate 
Chntntar was adornea on tho 17t.li inst., 
with a flural sword, the blade of which 
was dark red and tbe hilt wbitc. 

_ CONGRESSIONAL 
Followtt* are the committees asannoimosa 

by the speaker _ 
Election*—Turner. Ga^ Darta M^Cejiw^ 

Cooke. Bennett. L 'wrg. Elliott. BobOTlgon^Kea-
tockr: Adamt, N. Y: Banner. Fettlbone. Miller, 
P*.; Valentine, Hepburn. Iowa: Halt . 

War* and Mean«-Moi*^on, M«'a. Blount. 
Biackhnrn, Hewitt. » Wt ferher^ Hora, fonef, 
&t k.; K-illey, Ka- sou. Iowa, MtKialey. Ohio. Hia 

Appropriations—Randall. Forney. 
Hancock. Townahend, H"1 £.h " 
Ketfer, Cannon, Bran. Calkins Horr. WMbbnro. 

Judtdarv—Tucker. Hammond.CulbeiteonjTex., 
Moulton, Broadhead. Dowheimer. Collins. Beney, 
Be»d, Me.; E. B. Taylor. Ohio: McCoiil. Brown, 

Banking and Cnrrenc^Buckner. Erinentrout, 
Potter, Hunt. Miller. Tex.: Ch«ndeg Wilkins. 
Taplea, Dlmtley, Brnmm, Adams III.; Hendeiaon, 

'"colnwTwrishU and MeasurM-Bland. Dowd, 
Hardy, Nicholl*. Pusey. Lanfaam, Tulley, Bellora, 
Lacev. Chate. Everbart, Luna 

Comm-ree—Beaean. Clardy, Turner. K».: Bunn. 
Seymour. Glasscock. Woodward. Boyle. Barksdale. 
O'Neill, Pa.; Davis. 111.: Wadswortb, Lone, 8tew-
,rBWera and Harbors-Wlllla, Blwehard. Jones, 
Ala.: Qibaon. Bankin. Breckenrldga.. Murphy. 
Sumner, Fellows. Bdoe, Robinson, Obio, Chmst, 
S,Asriculture—Hatch, Mo.: Aiken, DlbreVWM-
lams. Beach. Green, Wlnans, W«*ller, Pattou, 
Culleo, Wilson, Iowa: White. Minn.; Ochiltree, 
Hovey, 8t«phenaon, Raymond, Dak. _ 

Foreign Affalrs-Curtin. .Belmont, Pewter, 
Clements, Cox, N. C.: G. D. VUse, Vs.. Stewart, 
Tex.; Lamb, Ind.; Bice. Walt, Ketcham, Phelps, 

Military Affairs—Boseeraus. Slocam. Dibrell, 
Morsan. Woiford. NlcbolU, Murray, Duneam 8teel, 
Bavne, Lemon, Lftrd, Catehln. Mamunls. Moat. 

Naval Affairs—Cox. N. Sores. Talbott. 
Buchanan. E iton. Ballentyne, McAdoo. Hartnor, 
Thomas. Guff, Jr., Boutelle. „ _ , 

Postoffloes and Postroads-Money, Bees, Ward, 
Cowrove. Bins. Boeera, Ark., Taylor; Tean.: 
Jones. Tex ; Paige. Bingham, Peelle, Skinner, N. 
Y.: White. Ky.: Wakedeld, McCormtck. 

Rai waya and Canals—Davidson, Hobllts, Bl; 
Murohy. Pas-, Cnlbertson. Ky.; Tomer, Ky.; 
Wemnle, Caldwell. James, Atkinson, Hatch, Midi. 

Public Lands—^Cobb, Scalea, Oatee, Shaw, Lewis, 
Henley, Van Eaton, Bedford, Strait, Anderaon, 
Payson, Bmnts, Washington Territory. 

Indian Affalri—Welborn. Graves, Stevens, Peelle, 
Price, Finerty, Bkinner, N. C. Smith, Penn,. 
Gnnrce. Perklna. Nelson, Ouray, Harrison. 

Territories—Evans. 8. C.: Pryor, Arnot, Harde­
man. Lanban. Alexander. Carleton, Foran. J. IX 
Taylor, O.: Kelloge. Johnsoa. Lawrence, Struble, 
Post, Wyoming Territory. 

Manufactures—Baglny, J. D. Wise, Virginia; 
Mitchell, Caldwell, Crisp, Lewis, Brewer, N. J ; 
Mankey, Elwoocl, Campbell 

Mines and Miniug— Warner, Tenn.; Casstdy, 
Alexander. Skinner, N. C.: Miller. Tex.: Wood, 
Steven*. Breitung, Uulberison. Ky.; O'ilava, Pin-
giasr, Idaho. 

Levees and Improvements of the Mississippi 
River—King, Dunn, O'Neill. III.: Post, Camnbell, 
Jones, Wis : Uenley, Thomas, J. 8. Wise, Va.; 
Hovey, Whiting. 

Militia—Muller, N. Y.: Covington, McCord, 
Pnelie, Boyie, BalUfetyue, Strait, Morley, Valen­
tine, Cmcheon. 

Claims—McMillan, Dowd, Tillman, Warner, 
Ohio, Van AJstyne. Doeknry, Wood. Love, Snyder. 
N. M.: Buy. Vd.; Price, Ouhiltree, Etwood, Brown, 
Pa.: Bay. N. Y. 

War Claim-s—Ondde3, .Tones, Wis.; Stone. Tnlley, 
Roger?, N Y.: Welles, Fe:roll, Kellogg, Evarhart, 
Rowe'1. Bowen. 

Revision "f Laws— O.ites. Buchanan. McMiilin, 
Hill, Clav, Wurd, Heniphiil, Brown, Pa.: Bayne, 
Sponner, McComas. 

Publie Building* wl Grounds — Stockslager, 
Yonng, Dibble, Reese. Hopkins, Pusey. Wcuiole, 
W'orihinglon, Brainard, Holton, Kean. Jr., Breit­
ung. Mliiikflx. 

I'auiHc Railroads—C.issidy. Throckmorton, Ca­
bell, Thompson, Jr., Jordan, Crisp, Post, Wilson 
Iowa; Millard, Dunham, Hanliack. 

Expenditures of the Wai Denartment—Thomp­
son, Jr., Ferrell, Taylor 'l'enn.; Elliott, Mayo, 
Johnson, Hanback. 

Expenditures of the Navy Department—Morse, 
Hewitt New York; 8haw, Davidson, Houck, 
Davis, Mass.: Lawrence. 

Expenditures of Department of Justics— 
Springer, Hemphill, Van Alstyae, Fyar, Stewart, 
Vr.: Bowen, Stephenson. 

Expenditures on Public Buildings — Bel­
mont, Wilkins, Sprlggs: 8umner, Wis.; Harmer, 
Weaver, O'Hara. 

Expenditures ot the Postoffiea Department— 
Messrs. Morgan, Talbott; Bobiusou, N. Y.; Neece, 
Penile, Stone, Nutting. 

Expenditures of the Interior Department— 
Yonng, Clardy, Cook, Storm, Brumm, Dunham, 
Payne. 

Intents-Vance, Singleton. Mitchell, Greenleaf 
Hallsoll. Dorgan; Winans. Wia.: Hepburn. 

Education—Aiken. Converse, Wiilla, ' Bndd, 
A™,ot» Dancau, Winana, Wis.; Taylor, Ohio: 
Miller, Ha ch, Mich.; M irrilL 

Invalid Penslous—Matson, Leavltt, Leary, Fyar, 
Winans, Mich.: Budd,Sumner. Wis.; Patton, Lov-
eriog, Bagtey, Bay, Uullen, Hanks, J. a Wise, Vs.; 
Holmes, Morrell. 

Pensions-Hewitt, Als.: Tillman, Robinson, N. 
Y.; 8teele, Laird, Struble. York. 

Expenditures of the 8tate Department—Harde­
man, Dorgan, Worthington, Campbell, Barrett, 
Henderaon, Iowa: Price. 
^Exoandttoms of the Troaaury Department-
Davls Mo ; Hewitt, Ala.: Potter. Connolly, Lacey 
Llbbey, Haines. 

Labor—Hopklna, O'Neill, Mo.; Foran, Loverlng, 
Mackey. James, Hayne. 

District rf Columbia-Barbouv. Muldrow, Shelly, 
Eldredge, Wilson, W. Va.: Fiedler, Sprlggs, Bar­
rett, Gunther, McComas, Jeffara. 
„p.rlTf.te Lands—Mu drow.Mitchetl, Williams.Ala.: 
Hallael), Cosgroye, Eldredge, Lowery, Payson, 
Parker, Mayo. Weaver. 
mP!?.Wlc He*'11'—Beach, Graves, Blgga, Chandler. 
Pettibon^* " ' vw', lPenn-)« Llbbey 
auVf,n,ll

T
a,Lon »»d Aconstics-Hardy, Cabell, Green, 

Shelly, J"ffrnys, E/ans (Pein.), Bcewjr (N. Y). 

n . SELECT COMUtTTECS. 
Beform Civil Service-Mitchell, Cox, Clements, 

not^-z^ Flne^y. B«k.aalo. Seymour, Roberts 
(N. Y.I, Biegham, Phs p«. Midird, Lrman, Hitt. 

Alcohol'c Liquor Traffic-Hill, Bland, Kleiner. 
Carleton, Evans, Davis 111.; Guenther. Goff, Jr., l/MQpDell* ' 

Love, Dlngley, Jr., O'Neii, Pa.; George Long? 
Wr?*.8ne<o Electl?as of President and Vlce-

? ~^aton, Springer, Clay, Jordan, Price. Ben-
Hart, Wait" y' P*rkor' White' KV ? Vetera, 

T t 

Among the contested cases in the present 
house is that of Fredericks against Wilson, 
of the firth Iowa district. Fredericks is « 
Democrat and Wilson, whSse £rtifilate 
gave him the prima facie right to the seat 
'• •1(•OTUIOBO, Fredericks claims be w .s 
elected by twenty-three m«jority, according 
«o the returns ot the local antboritiS; TbS 
returning board by its count gave Wilson a 

,He (^ederick.Td* 
clarn this wii a frand on him, a put nn 
job, by which be lost bis certificste. and ha 
proposes to «o betore the elections 
inittee immediaUly alter the holiiavs. The 
gapers have been filed. Fredericks ia^ in 
Washington, and is oonfident as a man can 
be who haa the count on his side. 

Gen. McKenstie, commander of the de-
psrtment of Arizona, has, as already pub-
lishad, become insane during the psst week 
bat the matter has been kept quiet at the 
r^tertnJSnt..to,"'old t'onble in brinKios 
bim Esst. He fan no idea of his own o m. 
dltion, and is coming on under orHum 

at the department. Nothing j, tnom 
f t about the cause of his men­
tal break <fown. it i8 Mid to have vlS 
phases. He will be taken to the 
ment asylum lor treatment. Severn-

John N. Irwin, governor of Idaho Twrl. 
tory, returned to the treasurer of the Unite" 
States a draft for t650 sent him as salary for 
the quarter ended Oct. 30 end dertin,»i 1 
to receive the salsry due him fn?Vhfd *lso 

^r enf log Dec, Sl.^He 
heen unable to attend to th7 . ,s 
July 1, an-' does not consider tb?t 
conscientiously tske the pay ecan 

A Colored Mesaensec^ Career 
Pt8eB,CoirespondWee.pf the Botton Trsv-

Washington.is a city of ipnisi charac­
ters. They are everywhere, even in 
the most unexpected plaoes, and, as e 
matter of coune, many of them find 
their way into official positions. My at­
tention has often been brought to the 
colored messenger of the attorney gen­
eral's office, and tbe other day I ques­
tioned him about his history. He has 
held the present position for many 
years, ind I doubt if there Isa single 
niember of congresses or a United States 
iadoe in this section of the country who 
does not know Coleman. I wilt give his 
history in his own words. _ 

Saicihe: "I was born in Forkhili 
oountv, Va., on the old plantation or the 
Lee family, I don't know exactly how 
old lam, but l think I will be sixt;-
three some time in next March. In 
1848 Mr. Lee, my master, sent me u> 
Richmond to be sold, as he hw to raise 
some money, and I was carrtad a«av 
from my wife, handcuffed t and 
ptu in a freight «r. That night I 
lodged In the jail, and the next 
morning I was led oat to the block. 
Years before I bad been kicked in the 
head by a horse, wh ch leJt the ugly 
looking scar which yon see on mv fore­
head. Tliat night in jail I -rubbed the 
scar with my bands until it looked very 
sore, and on auction day,'when the 
traders came around, they asked rue if I 
ever felt anv effects of the wound. 1 
told them tliat it I had a good master ) 
euessed that I could get along well 
euouish. but that I was sublet to attackt 
Df fits. I was appraised at a high figure, 
but the 'fits' story cut it down consider­
ably. The day when I was led out to 
the auction block there were ovar 600 
ot her slaves sold. A Frenchman named 
Brant bought me at a private sale for 
(500, and I was his valet at the old Ex­
change hotel in Richmond, now-the Bui-
lard house, for seven years, and at the 
end of that time I baa some $2,250, with 
which I bought freedom lor myself and 
wife. 1 used to make a great deal of 
money at the Exchange, and I remem­
ber tliat some weeks I laid by as much 
as $100 in a single week, but this of 
course did n it h'appen olten. ' 

Mr. Brant, when he found that I was 
a married man, told me that be had a 
lot of "yailnr" girls on bis plantation, 
and that I could easily find another 
wife, but he liked me BO well that he 
bought my wife. In 185!> I bought my 
wife's sister, and paid $250 for her, as 

was sickly. She hadn't been with 
us long before slid died, at an expense 

f £(>'). I hal three sisters 6ctn^\vhere 
in l/niisMtia or Mississippi, and after 
this war was ovef Isent letters to the va­
rious churches in that, section to be read 
from the pulpits, with the hope that I 
could get suine information as to wheth­
er they were dead or aiive. Ono of my 
letters was read in a little town in Miss­
issippi, when a colored ^ornan jumped 
up uiid said that she was one of the sis­
ters. I brought her here, and she is 
with me now. My remaining two sis­
ters died during toe war, or some time 
previous. I w. s appointed messenger 
by Attorney General Speed, who was in 
President Lincoln's cabinet, and I have 
served at this door ever since, including 
the terms of office of MeBsrs. Speed. 
S ansberry, «Evarts, Hoar, Akerman, 
Williams, Pierpont, Eift Devens, Mc-
Veaitb and the present incumbent, Mr. 
Brewster." 

• m 
About Amber. 

From the Philadelphia Times. ' " 
"Is amber found in this country?' 

asked the reporter. 
"Yes, it occurs at Gay Head, MarthaV 

Vineyard and Camden, N. J. In thi 
latter place, some years ago, several 
barrels were taken from the green sand 
but burned by mistake, or rather 
through tho ignorance of the finders 
At the present day it finds its g eatest 
value as an adjunct to tbe smoker's out­
fit, but in olden times it was considered 
a je we! and worn as sucb. In an Irish 
tutnulus a cup of amber has been found 
tliat would hwld half a pint. The Czar ol 
Russia possesses a tea set cut frora am­
ber blocks that are probably worth 
much more than treble their weight in 
gold. * 

"For commercial purposes the raw 
™tenal is seperated into differentclass-
es. The finest generally goes to Con­
stantinople, there being made into 
mouthpieces. The next class, com­
posed of smaller pieces, are made into 
beads. They find lively sale abroad, 
but go off rather slow here. A set of 
amber jewelry—pin, ear-rings—can be 
bought very reasonable here, but at 
present there is no call for It. The low 
price is on account of their being no du-
&?nfi!t; ?uri°asly enouzh, it comes on 
trJL w . *unB anJ admitte* 

*°r *he last year nearly $50,000 
worth of it was imported, showing tliat 
th«r« i? some demand for it; but, iw l 
to-?.!t v0ra®81*010 smokers. The 
al£ ft buy 't.hythe ™>Kht: when' 
hn? ii^£ Cres mak.e » pound it is $1.50, 
itn.n^,,rf? B!ece8goto a pound 
be lt ^ or ^10u»w the case may 
Valued l h^.,a?ny.u° 0r8, Green '» niOSt 

others preler black, that 
Tho J5SS r®lLwllh

1!5olored moershaum. 
the hp«t f? .ye w' however, bringe 
not m vaCwl"'6 C'°nJy * Vmty> but 

poller!1Ur>?0 P'eces rare?" ^ed tho re-

co8Uv8'Th^ the rePlv- ntre and 

teffiS"1'" F .Tssart 
pnuuu lump found in p—-!- Th» 

veUince the°b2^ 
2,Ot>o tons hnw 8iSn,nB °' century 
the last" mi? been quarried and for 
beeiMiitr'n f J'041* over 6J.000 tons have 


