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The Illinois Manufacturers' associa­
tion gave a banquet at the Auditorium 
in Chicago recently, at which Mr. 
J. Hill was the guest of honor and 
made a lengthy and very important 
speech, devoted to the consideration 
of the railroad problem generally, 
manufacturing and business interests, 
and, incidentally, to trusts. While 
the speech is too lengthy to produce in 
full, we append its salient ftihtures: 

Commerce is the exchange of commodi­
ties, and the term l&jfenerally understood 
to include the buying and selling between 
individuals, and, in a wider sense, be­
tween communities and nations. Behind 
its adventurous leadership has followed 
civilization and Christianity to the re­
motest parts of th§ world. The .commer­
cial nations of the world have, at all 
times, exercised tiie strongest influence 
for good a&iong the nations of the earthu 
The developmentof commerce is--the ef­
fort by a country to .And a market for its 
own productions, or, .to supply itself with 
material for its necessities, or to further 
increase its means of commercial jpfi-
pansion. The commercial.expansion Otis, 
nation is the best indexof'tts growth. 
Commercial growth is both domestic, and 
foreign. Following the Clvi]h TOr cam* a 
period in the history of ouir iieountrjri «f 
internal development, wftich.,hiB beert-sjb# 
wonder of the woittii fi^nca^e cli _ 
the war in 1865, the enormous territory 
west of the Mississippi has "grown from 
frontier settlements into great, populous 
and wealthy states. The population of 
the United States in 1865 was about thir­
ty-four millions. The succeeding, thirty v 
five years ending ' in" 1900, carried if • to"1 

seventy-Mx^mttlkttKS^aiM, today, w*' 
increasing at the rate of a million and a 
half a year. The various census reports 
show that-the ~ population—of the-.-Uitited 
States about doubles every thiry years, 
so that by 1930 we would, at this ratio, 
have a populationN of one hundred and 
fifty million^ of people.. ; — .... 

In the past the public domain suited to 
cultivation ;of the soil, producing, evi 
useful crop, has furnished homes' 3foi 
multiplying' population.- Today We 
about reached the limit of our pi 
main which can be made to furnish 
tiomes for an intelligent and> enterprising 
population. In' many tot the Western 
states are enormous areas of the best 
land which,; with irrigation, can be made. 

Productive In the Highest Degree. 
One hundred and sixty acres of land, 
•with a- certain 
will insure 
ful harvest, 
where the land is subject to the natural 
conditions of either too much or too lit­
tle rainfall. One-half of the-population 
of the United States'is occupied directly* 
•or indirectly in the ' cultivations *>f thef 
land, and f think %Hy'ome'-lialf'of the 
entire capital of the country Is invested 
in farms atid their; belongings; ..aadflvbeak 
we come to the questions of iat&ligeridd,' 
patriotism and good citizenship, the agri­
cultural population, stands out today us 
It has in the past, $ts the great^ 

Sheet Anchor of the Nation. 

rtain supply of water, which 
i to the husbandman-«. bonntif 
t, is "equal to twice "thSt area 
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"KT& The wealth of the v.world po; 
farm, the forest; the mine ai 
While our country has been blest with 
wonderfuUgnines of coal, iron.gold, silver 
and all the other valuable mineral pro­
ductions, with magnificent forests of use­
ful timber, still the farm has, from the 
beginning, been the foundatioii of our 
growing wealth and greatness. During 
the last three years .the balance of our 
trade with*' other nations, tha# is, the 
amount^we have sold in excess of what 
we have bought, has averaged about 
seven hundred millions of dollars an. 
nually, and two-thifds "of 'this rHts come 
to' us through the export of thei^produce 

.of the soil.' I do not. wisli in. anymanner 

.to belittle the- importance of. our Rowing 
manufactures, or fheir relative varaein 
the commerce ofs toe .country., jTli% se-
curity of their fodhdations ljas"always 
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railways never realised the service to be 
rendered to the country by railways. 
I think I am safe in saying that next to 
the Christian religion and the common 
schools, no other single work enters into 
the welfare and happiness of the people 
of the whole country to the same extent 
as the railway; no other work could have 
made it possible to occupy the enormous 
stretches through the Interior of our 
country and people them with cities, 
towns and villages. 

While the railways have to answer for 
many mistakes of judgment, or of in­
tent, on the whole the result has been to 
create the most effective, useful, and, by 
far, the cheapest system of land trans­
portation in tfte world. In England the 
average amount paid by the shipper for 
moving a ton of freight one nundred 
miles Is $3.36; in France $2.10; in Aus­
tria, $1.90; in Germany, where most of 
the railways, areoowned and operated by 
the government. $1.84; in Russia, also 
government ownership, where the ship­
ments are carried under conditions more 
similar to our: own than in any other 
country as respects long haul, $1.70; in 
the United States the average cost is 
73 cents, or less than 40 per cent of the 
average cost in Europe. And this is done 

every-mrtioie used by the railroads, 
iTOMmgjUww. fcests moeelnthis coun-

than it cQBt^iH Europe^ with the ex 
cept$n of coal 
infjli»e|Jni 

. W««es, 
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three years 

rested fipon the agricultural 'growth of 
the nation, and ,fn-'the«rfuture it" must 
continue to rest there:' Every manufaC-' 
turer, every merchant, every business 
man throughout the land is most deeply 
interested in maintaining the growth 
and development of our'agricultural re­
sources. > 

In th«F past we have been in the habit 
of feeling that "Uncle Sam was rich 
enough to give us all a farm," but to1 

day, as; I said before, the arable land 
suitable ' for agriculture, without an ar­
tificial supply of moisture, is practically 
all occupied. 

In a few limited communities of the 
West irrigation has been commenced by 
what may be called "Individual Effort." 
Owing to diverse laws, made to suit paJr-
ticular 'interests, the irrigation of«large 

t areas la attended by greater difficulties 
than c4n be well surmounted by in-

_ dividual; effort. The - policy of a broad, 
i' comprehensive, national plan of ; irriga-
/ tion has been urged Upon congress with 
\ "but little success in the past. However, 
* an enterprise of such magnitude and im-

- — portance to the nation as a whole, which 
• •„ 1 Importance will grow >ak our population 
„ grows, cannot be turned aside or "lost 

&• sight of, for the reason that every ciflzen 
V J of every state in the Union is 

Deeply and Vitally^Interested 
In the question. President Roosevelt, who 
has .spent some of his time in the semi-
arid- regions of the ^Wes't, has .taken an 

- active interest in this Subject; and If his 
efforts,^and those of others who are work­
ing for>the same end, result in success, 
future '.generations will rejoice in the 
memory of his work while they build for 
themselves comfortable ho.ines in the 
thousand valleys covering that portfbn of 
tne country which is . now given up as 
«racing>-ranches for cattle and sheep. 
With proper irrigation .'these valleys will 
furnish flomes for' fntelHgbnt 'atia ih-
dustrious people, and the number of cat­
tle and' she^p raised on the land will in­
crease many fold. 

For the first time in the history of this 
country; .thousands of our farmers from 
states like Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Mich­
igan, Wisconsin and Minnesota, are seek­
ing homes in the Canadian Northwest, 

mowing to the cheap lands offered in that 
country* and the dUBculty apt securing 
such lands insthe United Stines.. A wlse 
system-of irrigation by the'general" gov­
ernment can be made not only self-sus­
taining; but a source of'.income. Xands. 
that without irrigation are- given away of 
sold at- a- nominal price, can be soid as 
fast as they are furnished with water, at 
ten dollars s.n .acre or upwards, and the 
cost would be little, if anything, more 
than half that sum. H 

I cannot urge too strongly on the part 
of every man who wishes his country 
well, and who desires that all shall be 
prosperous, in order that he himself may 
be prosperous with them, the importance 
and the growing necessity of taking care 
of our . public domain in such a way as 
to -preserve it for generations now un­
born. 

I feel sure that no one here tonight 
ever expected to see the time when farm­
ers and farmers' sons from the best 
states of the West would be forced tb-
leave their country and their flag to seek 
liomes in a-foreign country. 

The United .States has many social 
questions to settle in the near future, 
and nothing in this connection will take 
the place of its ability to -provide good 
homes for those who desire to sit under 
their own vine and fig tree. 

Land without population is a wilder­
ness and population without land is a 
mob, 

Railway Importance. 
Considering the question from a broad 

national standpoint, the next interest in 
Importance to agriculture Is the railway 

^ Interest of the country. The entire rail-
. way growth is within the memory of 
ij.< men living. Twenty-five years ago it was 

not supposed possible that railways 
would - ever be able to carry heavy and 
cheap < commodities, which were up to 

Sp. » that time almost exclusively shipped by 
j water. Great elevators were built In 

• Chicago, Milwaukee and other lake ports, 
, to hold the grain for the season of open 

R f" water. In order that It might move to 
"f market at a fair rate.* Early boilpera of 
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has increased in 
over 20 per cent. You "gentlemen whose 
manufactured articles are sold through­
out the country are always able to base 
your selling price on the cost of produc-
-tioQ, ?an<|- when-tyour raw material and' 

enormous advance in wages, in material 
®Y§QL,kiad. .the_rates of transportation 

in the United States have gone steadily 
down from year to year until they are 
by comparison so much lower than those 
of any other country that there is no 

"comparison between them. 
If these results have been accomplished 

. imssm gsmm 
-.thirty"yelfej, ha^ w(^ nflt»fas la, t na­

tion, reason td rejoice in what has been 
accomplished rather than to seek to de­
stroy. : or ...appropriate the means which 
have brought about these results? 

Wheij we consider what has ben ac 
complished by. the railway companies in 
the past thirty years, the singularly low 
rate of transportation which prevails, tne 
average cost being not to exceed one-

fifty, pr more to three, the increase by 
-;ttiou8an0s' of oiriHigh routes and rates, 
the improvement of facilities for trans­
portation in roadway, equipment and ter-

been accomplished? And I will say fur-

rather than by any legislative, or other 
interference. The railways of th«ieow-
try are subject to' the interstsfte1 "cSfi-
merce law. It Is said that carriers do 
not observe the law; that rates are un-
rsa0MlkMipniit"Uie public are oppressed. 
To remedy the evils growing, as is 
claimed, out of . the violation, of the. law, 
government ownership is suggested by 
jorae, and an increase of the power of 
the interstate commerce commission by 
others." - • m 

Government ownership means the con 
trol and operation of railways by govern 
mentr ftfftoials. *- A- mere^stxtement <St the ' 
proposition arouses in the mind of al­
most every thoughtful man the fear 
that such power would end in the de­
struction of thergovernment Itself. 
;% '.frteff-' ' 

'J;It the eaJlilngs which r'the^Qwaya. are 
entitled „t<|> receive" if&rt W' be derived 
pel«if^fi trnfflcpbSltt^iiaSd vending 
ta tlM i%epectiW*flnes!f tfte rates orv 
price of transportation would necessarily 
be mueh higher than tt ls. •: The Interest 
of -the^>pubOc -serv.ed; by -the railways is 
largely in the increase of the volume -of 
Interstate and International traffic over 
the lines. Take, for instance, the lines of 
the' Great Northern and Northern Pacific 
fnom Lake Superior and the Mississippi 
rfver to Puget Sound. All the interstate 
traffic theyv can ^obtain from, the great 
freight; producing', area south of Lake Su­
perior -and east* dt Chicago->must come to 
them across rthe jakes. wliloh i|ire closed 
to navigA.tloh one-half of each year, or 
around t&e "south end of Lake Michigan 
by way 6f Chicago. To Increase the vol­
ume of traffic, and thus be able to reduce 
rates, these two companies must secure 
a ehare or the interstate traffic; from the 
territory liamed and must alsovbe able to 
r«tch; tferritory furbishing marttet for the 
flight produced along .their lines and re-
turn freight to .be transported over their 
lines ana by steamship cpnnection with 
the" Pafelfic ' coast terminals. 

If the stock of the railway is held as an 
investment by those interested in the 
territory, served by the lines. In increase 
ing the ̂ volume of traffic and In reducing 
rates, the .territory-will be-built up ana 
ratfes wHl be lowered. 

If the question of. the ownership of 
stock, was left |o the public, served by 
the lines of the railways of the country, 
would It not be for the Interest of the 
public to have such ownership placed in 
the hands of- those, who had acquired it 
as. 'an fnyestment and whose interest is 
directly connected with the building up 
of the lines and building, up the territory 
served by them? 

Railway Competition. 
There has been .during'the past year a 

great deal of public discussion abput rail­
way competition and ,a large amount of 
volunteer literature has been written on 
the .subject. It- is ̂ always a safe basis to 
assume that no business will .continue for 
any length of time if. the result, of its 
transactions' is a loss, ai\d this. Is equally 
true of your business and that..of the 
railways. No individual, community or 
nation can afford to buildup its com­
merce on the foundation that railways 
will destroy .each other/for.„ the general 

'benefit This has beerf done In <%oirie 
cases in the past ana the roads. *hii 
.have^-followed fhis Scoyrse have -f goie 
through the*.portal of bankruptcy- into 
the hands of rival owners, and, in some 
cases, into the hands Of owners whose 
greater Interest Is in other' directions, 
and whose object in obtaining them'haa 
been more to restrict the growth of the 
country than to increase, it. 

'' Competition in railway rates is either 
active or inactive. All railway rates are 
the subject of conference between the 
lines interested, followed by an agree­
ment as to rates, and the conditions of 
the business of the country demands that 
this course must always be followed. All 
rates are by law made public, and what­
ever rate is adopted by one road must be 
adopted by the others, or they will lose 
their, share of the traffic. In this there 
is no active competition. When competi­
tion is active, tariffs are disregarded and 
private rates are made to large shippers 
and rebates paid, amounting, as has been 
published, to enormous sums in the 
yearly aggregate. To prevent this active" 
competition, both the federal government 
and the several states have enacted laws 
which have been a dead letter on the 

"statute bookB until public opinion has de­
manded that the various commissions 
take some action under the law. The re­
cent activity of the interstate commerce 
commission has resulted. I believe, to a 
large extent in correcting this abuse, and, 
If they follow it up with the power con­
ferred/Upon them by the act of congress, 
the entire system of private rates will 
be abolished to the advantage of the 
trade of the whole country, and of the 
railroads as well. 

There is however a competition be­
tween the railways which will continue 
to exist as long as the railraws are run, 
and that is the competition of markets; 
the necessity of building up the various 
interests of the country served by the 
respective railway lines. 

In this the competition lies between the 
producer and the railway in one locality 
acting together, against the producer and 
the railway in another locality, com­

peting fog the business. If the railway 
s to Increase its traffic, it can only be 
done by increasing the business or Its 
customers. This same principle applies 
to the occupation and cultivation of the 
land along the lines of railway through­
out the country. and_particularly applies 
to the-lines west of Chicago. Unless the 
farmer can make money by the cultiva­
tion of his land, either through selling 
his wheat, his grain, his cotton or his 
stock, with a profit to himself, the time 
must come when he will cease to culti­
vate the land, and the railway to left, as 
It were. In a desert. 

Low Rates on Necessities. •>' * 
For the past twenty years or more I 

have had some experience in opening up 
and peopling new states, and have al­
ways adopted as a fixed policy the mak­
ing of rates on the products of the coun­
try seeking a market, and the necessities 
of life, such as coal, lumber and building 
material, at the lowest rates the com­
pany could afford, looking more to our 
profit from the lighter articles of mer­
chandise and shelf goods consumed In the 
country. At times we have been criti­
cized for this, this criticism mainly com­
ing from merchants who have desired a 
lower rate. 

The following will illustrate our an­
swer and the reason for the course we 
have pursued: Take a farmer in Iowa 
with a hundred acres of wheat yielding, 
say, twenty bushels to the acre, two 
thousand bushels, or sixty tons. A re­
duction of five cents a hundred, or $1 a 
ton. would amount to him to $60 per an­
num. If he visits the country store .once 
a week for fifty-two weeks and takes 
away from the store each week fifty 

Sounds of merchandise, in a year he will 
ave taken twenty-six hundred pounds, 

the entire freight on which would not 
have averaged 40 cents a hundred, or 
$10.40, so that If the railway carried the 
merchandise for nothing and charged an 
additional 5 cents a hundred on his grain, 
the farmer would be worse off by nearly 
$50 a year. This Illustration I hope makes 
plain the statement that the prosperity of 
the people served by the railway is the 
only path to prosperity for the railway. 
The railway and its patrons must always 
prosper together or suffer together. TJie 
greater the volume of buslnesp the lower 
the rates can be made.- If. for Instance, 
a railway has to raise $1,000,000 on a 
traffic of 1,000,000, tons, a single calcula­
tion shows that its profits must be $1 a 
ton; if there are 2,000,000 tons. 50 cents"a 
ton. and If there are 4,000,000 tons, 25 
cents a ton will bring the same profit. In 
order to secure this ' s . •. 

Additional Tonnage '"1l' 
^Jnftlilient railway management is con­
stantly called upon to secure for, the 

firoducers oh Its various lines a market 
or'their productions,. and, if possible, a 

return load . for the car carrying such 
product to market. We have'ton the Pa­
cific coast the largest body of first-class 
saw - timber left in the United .States. 
When I first visited that country, with a 
Slew to extending our lines to the coast. 
3. saw at once "that unless we could carry 
jtheir lumber to market at'a price that 
wbuld enable them i to manufacture and. 
ship it: with profit, our railroad would 
have no business.' The first and great 
crop, of that country is itq lumber. ,We 
made a rate of 40 cents a -hundred for 
two thousand miles, or four mills a . ton 
per mile, on this lumber, in order that we 
might load back the cars that carried out 
the 'merchandise to the West. This rate 
was necessarily met by other roads and 
ithe result was the expansion of the lum­
ber trade of 'Washington and Oregon, so 
that today it-is ofrer ten times what it 
was nine years ago, and, M place of seek­
ing additional loads for our.cars from,the 
West, wo are now seeking additional 
loads for'our westbound cars going out 
to be loaded with lumber for the great 
treeless states of the Middle West, and 
the development of this Pacific coast 
lumber traffic will work a greater change 
In the Oriental trade of the country than 
all the efforts of all the men engaged in 
that traffic. 

To enable,;- lis, sto" kefcp /pace- with, the 
enormous demand for'this lumber, was 
the moving cause of our building, thp 

Largest Ships-In VheWoHd, ^ • 
-thr«tuph which we' will be prepared this 
fall .to meet not only the rates of other 
.transcontinental lines both in the United 
-States kind Canada, but- we will meet th'e 
rates made by steamer from the Atlantic 
ports via the Suez canal. Every manu­
facturer reached by any railway in. the 
tlrfltefl States can Ship his goods to the 
Orient by rail to the Pacific coast and 
thence by steamer, at' rates that will 
compete with water transportation from 
7the Atlantic seaboard to the east by way 
of the Mediterranean and Suez canal. 
.Were'it not for the certainty that there 
"is a carload of lumber waiting for every 
empty car - that we Can furnish on the 
^Pacific coast, wo could not carry the 
Oriental business at twice the rates we 
.will offer. -
, Much has been said about the increase 
'of 

Traffic In the East. 
I wi|Uus<k as an illustration what has oc-
currefl in Japan. Twenty years ago the 
foreign trade of Japan was not to exceed 
$1 per capita of the population. Today 
this trade is equal to $6 or $7 per capita 
of its population. Twenty years ago <t 
amounted to about $40,000,000 and todpv 
it amounts to abput $250,000,000, of wnich 
the United States' share is less than one-
fifth.: Ten' years ago we exported about 
$5,000,000 annually to Japan, and im­
ported from her about $26,000,000. Now, 
our exports to Japan amount to $30,000,-
000, or six times as much as they were 
ten years ago, and the Increase in our 
imports has been very small. In 1890 the 
entire foreign trade with China amount­
ed to about 90 cents per capita. With a 
good stable government which will pro­
tect the Chinaman in the fruits of' his 
own 'labor and enterprise, there is no rea­
son ifrhy the Chinese trade should not in-
-cp-eaSe as rapidly as that of Japan has 
Increased. The - Chinaman is the best 
inerchant of the two. Should tne Chinese 
trade increase to $3 or $4 per capita, it 
would amount to more than the entire 
exports of the United States, and surely, 
•this trade is worth striving for. The. 
Oriental trade has built up cities of the 
Old World which are now ia ruins. Its 
value runs back to the very aawn of his-, 
tory. Byzantine enjoyed this "trade for a 
time, and later on, it built up Venice, the 
city . of , merchant palaces, which for 
'years was the gateway from the - East 
into Europe. When the Portugese sent 
theirs ships around the Cape of Good 
Hope, > followed by the Spaniards, they 
took possession of this. trade, and trans­
ferred: it- from .the backs of camels to 
their galleons. From them It passed un­
der. the control of the Hanseatic league, 
and the. cities- of Holland and Belgium. 
Early ; in this .century. Great Britain, 
through a wise' and farseelng policy, in­
augurated by-her., ablest statesmen,, took 
possession of the trade, and has retained 
it ,to the present time, for; the reason 
that, she. furnisbeg the lowest rates of 
transportation to , and from" these'-.coun­
tries^-We are now "preparing to challenge 

•.her for such share of this business as 
can -be furnished by the manufactures of 
the United States. A country where la­
bor Is paid from 10 to 25 cents a day can­
not indulge in many, luxuries, and our 
trade with the Orient must be largely in 
the' -necessities .-of .life and such articles 
as they cannot produce. 
- We -Jiave already built up a large de­

mand for American cotton, which, a few 
years .ago, was unknown In China and 
Japan.' 

This cotton mainly, goes from Texas 
and other Southwestern states, and it 
may. surprise you to learn that seven-
eighths of It. during the past year, has 
gone by the way or PUget sound ports. 
With Ma.nila as an American port in the 
East, and the best ships that can be 
built, we should-be able to maintain our­
selves as a nation in the control of a 
targe share of this traffic. 

Our. balance of trade some years has 
been double the production of gold and 
silver, in the whole world, and logically, 
if it should continue the time would 
come when we would' have all the gold 
and silver and our 

Customers Would Be Bankrupt. 
This condition would only be less for­
tunate for ourselves than for them. Our 
customers must have thd means to pay 
us and to get this means they must sell 
something to somebody. We have en­
joyed all the benefits of a protective tar­
iff for many years, and whatever good it 
can do in the way of building up infant 
industries has already been aoeomplished. 
The growth . of our enormous iron and 
steel industries, which are pointed out as 
the result of our protective tariff, can be 
more surely traced to our enormous re­
sources in the iron mines of Michigan. 
Wisconsin and Minnesota than from all 
other sources. The cfeeap production of 
the highest grade of ore in these mines 
and the lowest rates of transportation to 
Lake Erie ports have done more to build 
up "the iron and steel industries of the 
United States than all the tariffs that 
have ever been placed upon the statute 

books, and today. If these mines weri 
closed, our superiority In the Iron and 
steel trade of the world would be gone 
forever 

On Trusts, t !>• "•.<< ? 
There is another subject I think will 

not be devoid of interest to the manufac­
turers of Illinois, and that is the so-
called trusts or combinations of capital. 
In a cointry as large as ours, carrying on 
enormous undertakings, large amounts 
of capital are necessary, and this capital 
can be more readily furnished by cor­
porate ownership than in any other way. 
There are a few individuals in the coun­
try who mlgh c furnish fifty or a hundred 
millions of dollars with which to carry on 
any particular branch of business, but 
there Is no certainty that they would fur­
nish one dollar. A man with that amount 
of money does not need all the trouble 
and annoyance attending a large busi­
ness of any kind, so that it is necessary 
that this work-shall be done through cor­
porate effort, and no harm is likely to 
come to the country growing out of the 
magnitude of the business. Has the 
enormous buslnuess of the Krupp com­
pany In Germany injured-the German na­
tion, or any of its people? On the con­
trary the nation ana the people are proud 
of the name of Krupp. Can anyone in 
this country point out an injury inflicted 
on the people which can be traced to the 
magnitude of the Carnegie Company? 
The only serious objection to trusts has 
been the method of creating them, not 
for the purpose of manufacturing any 

Earticular commodity in the first place, 
ut for the purpose of selling sheaves of 

Jirinted securities which represent noth-
ng more than good will and prospective 

profit to the promoters. 
If it Is the desire of the general gov­

ernment through congress to prevent the 
growth of such corporations, it has al­
ways seemed to me that a simple remedy 
was within their reach. 

Under the constitutional provision al­
lowing congress to regulate coftimer<Se 
between the states, all companies desir­
ing 'to transact business outside of the 
state in which they are incorporated^ 
should be held.to a uniform provision of 
federal law, that they should satisfy a 
commission that their capital stock was 
actually paid up in cash or In property, 
at a fair valuation, just as the capital of 
the national banks are certified to be paid 
up by the controller of the currency. It 
Is only fair to a dealer in Minnesota or 
California or Oregon, that if a company, 
olatms to have ten, twenty or fifty mil­
lions of capital, desiring to do business in 
fhAt - state, that the dealer should know 
that the company's solvency has been 
passed upon by a federal commission and 
that its capital was what it was adver­
tised to be. With that simple law, the 
temptation to. make companies for the' 
purpose of selllnig prospective profit's 
Would be at an end. and, at the same 
time, no legitimate business would suf­
fer; nor would any" number of indivi­
duals, desiring to - engage in business 
through a' corporation, suffer any hard­
ship because their actual capital was as 
they advertised It to be." We have been 
as a nation too ready to look to state 
and federal legislation for . remedies 
which*are beyond their,power to give. 

The laws of trade sire as certain in 
their operation as the laws of gravita­
tion. You might as well try to set a 
broken arm by statute as to change a 
commercial law by legislative enactment. 
You may obstruct ana delay for a time, 
huti-ln the end. the inexorable law of ex­
perience. and the survival of the fittest, 
will prevail. 

LITTLE ODDS AND ENDS.* 

The total length of ocean cables i3 
160,842 miles. 

Saul, the first king of Israel, was 
said by the rabbis to be seven feet 
high. 

Tea consumed in England is sub­
jected to a duty of 12 cents per 
jpiound. 

Venice has a German school, which, 
however, has more Italian than" Ger­
man children. 

David Warfield will next season^use 
"Dinkelspiel," a German comedy by 
George Hobart: . -

Organized laborers to the number 
of 7,000 are employed by the diamond 
dealers and jewelers of Amsterdam. 

Hazlitt, after the necessary work of 
preparation has been concluded, wrote 
one. lecture a week of the series "Lec­
tures on Authors." 

The University of Paris has 245 pro­
fessors, 76 of whom belong to the med­
ical faculty, while 52 teach literary 
branches, 49 natural sciences, etc. -

Amelia Earle, who has been a mem­
ber of Bogers Brothers' chorus, will 
marry a wealthy western ranch owner 
in the fall, and bid good-by to the stage. 

Taking size into consideration, Switz­
erland has the biggest foreign popu­
lation of any European country, 222,-
000 foreign residents living within her 
limits. 

Mrs. Langtry has signed a contract 
with Charles Frohman to appear in 
this country next season. She will 
probably be seen in Paul Kester's 
"Mademoiselle Mars." 

Mrs. Oliver Ames supports at her 
ovtn expense a full brass band at the 
Oliver Ames high school' of North 
Easton, Mass., an institution of her 
own planning and provision. 

Along about the second day you 
begin to wonder that some of the 
neighbors don't go. out and -.kill a 
quail for you; something delicate to 
tempt your appetite.—Atchison 
Globe. 

There is an apparent lack'of mutual 
admiration between some of the people 
who have written successful historical 
novels and some of the critics who 
would if they could. 

French Africa, is. reckoned: at over 
3,804,000 square' miles, as against 2,713,-
000 miles under English control. Add­
ing, however, the million square miles 
of Egypt, the English possessions 
equal those of France. ^ . **•" 

Paul Bonhomme, a Paris news-
vendor, has just been found dead on 
a doorstep,. He had not been to-bed 
since -he woke one morning six years 
ago and found his wife dead by his 
•ide. 

Dr. Coulter, of the chair of biology 
at Emery college, Oxford, Ga., has re­
signed in order to accept the director­
ship of the United States botanical 
gardens in the Philippine islands. His 
headquarters will be in Manila. 

A new airship has been manufae* 
tured for M. Santos-Dumont, who ex­
pects to travel at the rate of 60 miles 
an hour in it. The new airship is con­
siderably larger than its six prede­
cessors the famous aeronaut haa 
owned. 

Wholesale evictions-are planned for 
Tory island, nine miles off the Done­
gal shore. The population of 300 lives 
by fishing and making kelp and haa 
paid neither rent nor taxes for years. 
The landlord's writs of ejectment will 
be backed up by a British warship. 

Rev. Thomas Dixon has been look­
ing over some piles of southern 
newspapers dating back to 1865 and 
was astonished to find that Booker T. 
Washington's platform of negro ed­
ucation was advocated in speeches 
delivered by confederate generals 
after their return from the civil war. 
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- Wwwiirorit. 
As an example of womanly grit and 

enterprise Miss Alma Halverson, for 
a long time a popular employe in the 
Lesh hpuse, stands out in bold relief. 
Some months ago the young woman 
entered her employment and with her 
first available earnings went to Mi-
not and filed a homestead on a fine 
quarter section of land a few miles 
from Bowbells. Returning, she lost 
no time in again entering upon her 
duties in the hotel and saved almost 
every dollar of her earnings for six 
straight months, when, a few days 
ago, she drew from Mr. Lesh her 
wages, amounting to little less than 
$100, which she at once invested in 
lumber with which to erect a shack, 
cooking utensils and other articles as 
were necessary for her to begin actu­
al and legal residence on the land, 
where she is now comfortably located 
and perfectly content with her lot. 
This young woman is bound to win 
out—and her example is certainly 
worth emulation by all the young 
maids in the land. 

Important Decision. 
The supreme court has handed 

down a decision in the case of Gaar, 
Scott & Co. vs. J. A. Sorum, sheriff of 
Traill county. The decision reverses 
the judgment of the court below. The 
rae question raised in the case was 
the right to assess and tax personal 
property in the year in which it iB 
brought into the state, when it comes 
into the state after April 1 of that 
year." The court liolds tliat no per­
sonal property can be assessed for the 
purpose of taxation which was not in 
the state on April 1 in the year when 
it-was so assessed. This. oL course 
does not apply to personal property 
which happen8^o1Bie""buTof^"flSTsfSW 
on that day when taken- .out tem­
porarily. Messrs. Newman, Spalding 
& Stambaugh and Turner & Lee ap­
peared for the*-appellant and Hon. J. 
F. Selby, state's attorney for the re­
spondent county. 

i . P. O. Salaries. >• 
The following changes in" tKe sala­

ries of presidential postmasters tak­
ing effect July 1, was. Announced at 
department: 

North Dakota—Worcester, increased 
from $1,200 to $1,300; Fargo, $3,000 
to $3,100; Haiikinson, $1,200 to $1,400;' 
Harvey, $1,400 to $1,500; Hope, $1,000 
to $1,300; Jamestown, $2,000 to $2,100; 
Lakota, _, $l,500^tq $l,6Pg; „ l4iHiour.e, 
$1,100 to $1,300; Langdon, $1,500 taT 
$1,600; Larimore, $1,500. "to $1,700; 
Lead, $1,100 to $1,300; Lidgerwood, 
$1,200 to $i;4(to; 
$1,600; Mandan, $1,600 to $1,700; Mil­
ton, $1,100 to $1,200; Minot, $1,50Q to 
$1,700; New Rockford, $1,100 to>$l,200; 
Oakes, $1,100 t<i $1*200; Patk «Rivera 
$1,500 tp $1,600; Pembina,' $1,000 to 
$1,200; Rugby, $1,1QQ t'o|$l,400; Saint 
Tlioirtas, $1,100 to $1,200; Valley City, 
$1;800 to $2,000. . . _ 
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Consolidation. 

The formal transfer of the Fargo 
Edison company to William and Sin­
clair Mainland of Green Bay and Osh-
kosh, Wis., and their associates, has 
been made. The purchasers have in 
corporated. under state law with a 
capital stock of $600,000. The officers 
are: President, William Mainland; 
•ice president and treasurer, Sinclair' 
Mainland; secretary, O. G. Barnes; 
general manager, Ed. A. Hughes. 

The deal is a virtual consolidation 
of the 'two electric light companies 
here—the Fargo Edison company and 
the Fargo Gas and Electric Light com­
pany. . 

Mad Dog. 
News has reached from Bisgee, 

twelve miles north of Cando, that 
Theodore Gores, a well known farmer 
and Roy Boyer. a farm hand, were 
bitten by. a mad dog. Both men are 
expected to go to Chicago for Pasteur 
treatment. Numerous cases of hydro­
phobia have been reported lately in 
the vicinity and in one instance sev­
eral horses, mules, cows (and, dogs 
were bitten. *''"* ~' ̂  

Grand Fork*' Building. 
The North Dakota congressional 

delegation is entitled to credit for 
hard work for the Grand Forks build 
ing appropriation. The original seti-
ate bill carried $180,000. This was 
cut down in the house to $125,000. The 
senate increased it to $150,000 and the 
conference committee., again boosted 
it to $165,000. Jhat extra $15,000 will, 
come in hanidy. ; — ^ ; 

C'" ' .*•>. &' " 
Cycloijo on the Range. '. 

A cyclone swept the country/ sev­
enty-five miles .south of Dickinson, 
and a few ranches which happened to-
be in the pal h of "the storm Were de-' 
molished.'At one ranch 100 sheep.were 
killed and 100 tons of hay whirled 
away. This is the first time a cyclone 
was ever known in westerh North Da­

kota- Ifj-Jiif 
Newl in Brief. ? f. < 

The Jamestown Salvation Army 
will build a $3,000 barracks. 

There is talk of trying to get one 
of the league games at Hamilton for 
the fair. 

A tract of 40 acres has been leased 
by Bowbells sportsmen and a race 
track is being prepared for the races 
of the Fourth. 

William A. Tullv, a farmer residing 
about eight miles northeast of St. 
Thomas, was killed in a well, being 
suffocated by foul gas. 

While George Wishart, of Stump 
Lake, was on his way to ̂ G raft on to 
be married, he was intercepted at 
Emerado by a telegram announcing 
the drowning of a brother. 
McGuinnis, Stevens and Graves were 

given terms in the penitentiary - for 
stealing wheat from Chas. Faris of 
Cavalier county. They got, respective­
ly, tnree years and six months, two 
years and six months, and two years 
and three months. 

COLLISION AT A,CROSSING. 1 i ' .: < 

Tw»ntjr-FI%-e Penaai Isiarti at 
Breatwaoi, Tot* Prak-

' -i-sri afcljr Fatally. , 

St. Louis, June 7w—Twenty-five per­
sons were Saturday injured, two of 
them fatally, in a collision between 
a car of the Clayton branch of the 
Suburban Electric line and engine No. 
265 of the Missouri Pacific at the sur­
face crossing at Brentwood, St. 
Louis county. 

The two men fatally injured arW" 
William Layzen, motonnan of the 
electric car, and George Gibbons, u 
l-.egro laborer, who shared the front 
platform with Layzen when the col­
lision occurred. 

There were no physicians at hand 
when the collision occurred, and it 
was 20 minutes, passengers say, be­
fore the injured received medical at­
tention. A majority of the victims 
were able to go in search of doctors 
themselves. Residents of Brentwood 
carried the others to convenient 
houses or placed them on neighbor­
ing lawns until physicians arrived. 

Inability to control the electric car, 
which ran into and derailed the 
engine, seems to have been the cause 
of the accident. A list of the injured 
follows: 

William Laj'2en, motormar.. De Hodla-
mont, skull fractured and jaw crushed; 
probably fatal. George Gibbons, r.egro la­
borer, Webster Groves, internal injuries; 
probably fatal.' Miss Amelia Gross, artist., 
Kirkwood, cut about body. Mrs. J. W.„ 
Smlthers, Webster Groves, .knee injured:' 
slight. William Bolt, conductor, head and 
face-cut. G. W. Crabb. St. Louis, cut about 
head. 1.. K. Grundy, Webster Groves, head 
;eut. Charles Bauset, Kirkwood,, leg 
sprained. Frank R. H. Lohse, manufac­
turer, Glendale, bruised and shaken up. 
William Wellhouse. Webster Groves, both 
legs Injured. C. L. Brooks, Webster Groves, 
head cut. G. E. Brashear, artist, Kirkwood, 
hands cut ar.d hip Injured. 'P. H. Grifflr., 
Webster Groves, leg wrenched. Her.ry 
"WolWberger, Kirkwood,- leg1 hurt, William 
Barter, negro laborer, Webster Grows, faca 
cut. John Anderson, nego-laborer,-Tuxedo, 
shou'.der hurt. Quincian Poll, negro la-
l'or-*r, Webster Groves, cut by glass. James 
ri»nn; negro laborer, Kirkwood, cut by glass. 
George Owens, negro laborer, Webster 
Groves, cut and bruised. H. W. Bredall, 
butcher, Clayton, cut by glass. W., D. Ew-
ing, engineer, Emsrson, Mo.. scalp wound. 
Joseph McClure, fireman; St. Louis, ,Ieft 
arm broken. George W. Marvin, brake-
man, liirkwood, ieft ankle.sprained. 

Additional information from the 
scene of the wreck indicates, that near­
ly 45 persons were injured. A survey 
of the car showed that it had been 
shattered from end to end and almost 
everybody on board hurt.. It was a 
wonder!.that nobody was killed out­
right. a'*" -
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Trouble lire wing. 

New York, June 7.-^Agcord.ing to a 
friend in this city Gen. Manuel A. 
WUtbf, 
forces in Venezuela, the retNutiqpists 
are pjfepjmng to march on'C?a¥aca#, the 
.capitfll. £nd Valencia, one of tjie im-
'^rfcant jbities, with forces numbering 
13,000, mlpn. It is' their plait, he says, 
t!o Capture Valencia with part of the 
forces, knd meet the government 
troops outside Caracas in-about.two 
wteks. 'It is the hope of the revolu­
tionists to be in the capital by July 
5, the anniversary of the independence 
of Venezuela. 

' . . ~r Protocol Sinned. 
Washington. .Tune 7. -— Secretary 

Haj\ and Mr, Brunt, the Danish minis­
ter, Saturday signed a protocol extend­
ing for 12 months the time allowed for 
the exchange of ratifications of the 
Danish West Indian treaty. This al­
lows for the adjournment of the Dan­
ish riksdag over fhe summer months 
without final action on the treaty of 
cession. 
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THE MARKRTt 

Grain, Provlnlon*, Etc, 
Chicago, June 7. 

"WHEAT—Closed firm. July sold at 71T4 
@72%c; September, 70%®71%c. 

CORN—Opened strong, but later becar.ia 
unsettled. July sold at 63%@03\4c. 

OATS—Higher. July sold at 36%®87V4c. 
BUTTER—Quotably easy. Creamery. 18 

@22c per pound; dairies, 18@19&c. 
OLD POTATOES—Steady. Rurals. 5<)1i 

63c; Burbanks, M@55c; new potatoes, mar­
ket firm. Triumphs, $2.4008.50 per bbl.; 
good white, $2.50^2.76. 

EGGS—Market easier. At mark, cases re­
turned, 14%@15c; "firsts," new casts in­
cluded,. Ji%c. 

LIVE POULTRY—Ruled steady. Tur­
keys, 10@12c; chickens,,M%c; duck*, 

' . New York. June 7. 
FLOUR—Steady bil't quiet. ; Minnesota 

patents, 13.9004.10; wlii^r; straights, 13.76® 
3.86. Others unchanged; 
./WHEAT—Active and firm. July, 7S9-1658 
78%c; September, 76 13-16®'77c; December, Id 
®7S%c. 

CORN—Sold., up sharply.on light country 
offerings, further. yalns west and strong 

-cablesv SepUnibeft 6i44@64%C; 
OATS—Early strSr.gth resulted from rain 

talk, covering and sympathy with corn. 
Track white, 48@Slc;:" j, 
BUTTER-^Market.uirsettled. State dairy, 
1state crianr.ery, 19V<!@'22%c: reno­
vated, 17»4'S®lc;'factory, 17@19c; imitation 
creamery, 

CHEESE—Market Irregular. New state 
full cream small colored"choice, 9%c; whita, 
10%c; large colored, 9%e; white, 10c. 

EGGS—Market weak.. State ar.d Psnn« 
sylvan la, 17%<018c;.'western storage packed, 
17#17'/fec: southern, 13M/®M%c. 

£ *.Uve Stock. 4 f f i'f !. 
, . Chlcago.'June 7. ' 

HOGS—Choice to fancy strong weight 
shipping, $7.35©7.S0; common to choica 
heavy packing, ftj.85@>7-.35; plain to choice 
heavy mixed. $7.00@7.35; selected butcher 
weights, |7.30@7.45; assorted light, J6.90QT.20; 
common to fancy light mixed, $6.75@7.10; 
thin to choice, $5.75®8.75. 

CATTLE—Prime beeves, $7.50@7.70; gooj 
to choice beeves, $S.S5@>7.40; fair to good 
export and shipping steers, $6.40^6.80; plain 
and medium beef steers. £>.65@'S.35; common 
to rough, $4.74@S.50; good to choice feeders, 
|4.70@5.40; poor to, good stock steers, J2.7540 
4.40; bulls, plain to fancy, $2.75@u.50; veal 
calves, fair to fancy, $5.50^7.00: corn fed 
western steers, }5.40@7.60; fed Texas steers, 
$5.1006.50. 

South Omaha, Neb., June 7. 
CATTLE—Market steady. Native steers. 

$5.00<g?.50; cows and heifers, $3.75(g6.QO; west­
ern steers, S4.75@-6.15; Texas steers, U.40<& 
5.60; canners, $1.50@3.50; stockers ar.d feed­
ers, $2.75Q5.25; calves, K.0Ctg4>.5<); bulls, stags, 
etc., $2.7o@5.75. 

JIOGS—Market steady to 5c higher. 
Heavy, $7.15@7.40; mixed, $7.10@7.20; light. 
|7.00@7.25; pigs, $o.75@6.75; bulk of sales, $7.19 
&i. 25. : 

SHEEP—Market steady. Fed mutton. 
S5.40@6.C0; Western, HOODOO; ewes, *4.2S 
@5.00; cows and stockers, 93.00®* If; lami>«» 
<6.6067.15 
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