-

SPECIAL MESSAGE
ON PANAMA CANAL

President Roosevelt Transmits His
Views to Congress.

TREATY SHOULD BE RATIFIED

SaysThere Wai No'Camiplicity on Part |

of This Goverament in Reveolution
~Charges Colombia with Greed
«=All Interests Demand Canal.

Washington, Jan. 4.—Presidert Roose-
weit's special message to congress on the
subject of the Panama canal treaty treats
largely of the Panama rebellion, the in-
cidents leading up.to it and the part of
the United States in it.

He refers to the previous legislation au-
thorizsing the president to conciude a
trea:y with Coiombia for the building of
the canal, and i1 after a reasonable lapse
of time it was iound impossibie to sccure
the necessary territory irom Colombia to
revert to the Nicaraguan route for the
construction of the canal. The later
alternative, he says, is now unnecessary,
as the control of the necessary_ territory
at Panama has been seccured. Relerring
to the rejection of the treaty with Co-
lombia by that nation, he says:

*“This act marked the climax of the ef-
fort on the part of the United States to

. secure, 80 far as.legisation,.was .con-

cerned, an interoceanic canal across the
isthmus. The effort to secure a treaty

for this purpose with one of the Central

American republics did not stand on the
tame footing with the effort to secure a
treaty under any ordinary conditions

“‘Under the Hay-Pauncefote treaty It
was explicitly provided that the United
States should controi, police and protect
the canal which was to be built, keeping
it open for the vessels of all nations on
equal terms. The United States thus as-
sumed the position of guarantor of the
canal and or its peaceful use by all the
world. The guaranty included as a mat-
ter of course the bullding of the canal.
The enterprise was recognized as re-
sponding to an international need; and {t
would be the veriest travesty on right and
justice to treat the governments in pos-
session of the isthmus as having the right
‘to close the gates ot intercourse on the
great highways of the world, and justify
the act by the pretension that these ave-
nues of trade and travel belong to them
and that they choose to shut them.

Position of United States.

*“When this government submitted to
Colombia the #Hay-Herran treaty three
things were, therefore, already settied:

“One was that the canal should be
bulit. The time for delay, the time for
permitting the attempt to be made by
private enterprise, the time for permltung
any government of anti-social s irit =n
of Imperfect development to bar the work,
was past. The United States had assumed
in connection with the canal certain re-
sponsibilities not only to its own peop.le,
but to the civilized world, which impela-
tively demanded that there shoul no
longer be delay in beginning the work.

+Second—While it was settled that the
canal shou!d be bullt without unnecessary
or improper delay, it was no less clear-
ly shown to be our purpose to deal not
merely in a spirit of justice but in a spirit
of generosity. with the people through
whose land we might build it. The Hay-
Herran treaty, if it erred at all, erred in
the direction of an over-.enerosltr to-
wards the Colombian government. In our
anxiety to be fair we had gone to thg very
verge in yielding to a weak natlon’s de-
mands what that natlon was heiplessly
unable to enforce from us against our
will. The only criticisms made upon the
administration for the terms of the Hay-
Herran treaty were for having granted too
much to Colombia, not for failure to grant
enough. Neither in the congress nor in
the public press, at the time that this
treaty was formulated, was there com-
plaint that it did not In the fullest and
amplest manner guaranfee to Colombia
everything that she could by any color of
title demand.

“Nor is the.fact to be.lost. sight, of that.

the rejected treaty, while generously re-
sponding to the pecunlary demands of Co-
lombia, in other respects merely rovided
for the construction of the canal in con-
formity with the express requirements of
the act of the congress of June 28, 1902
By that act, as heretofore quoted, the
gresldent was authorized to acquire from
Colombia, for the purposes of the canal,
‘perpetual control’ of a certain strip of
land; and- it was expressly required that
the ‘control’ thus to be obtained should
include ‘jurisdiction’ to make police and
sanitary regulations and to establish such
judicial tribunals as might be agreed on
for thelr enforcement. These were con-
ditions precedent prescribed by the con-

ess; and for their fullfillment suitable
stipulations were embodied in the treaty.
It has been stated in public prints that
Colombia objected to these stipulations,
on the ground that they involved a relin-
quishment of her ‘sovereignty;’ but in tke
light of what has taken piace, this alleged
objection must be considered as an after-
thought. In realltf',-the treaty, lpstead
of requiring a cession of Colombia’s sov-
ereignty over the canal strip, expressiy
acknowledged, confirmed, and preserved
her sovereignty over it. The treaty In this
respect simply proceeded on the lines on
which all the negotlations leading up to
the present situation have been conducted.
In tgose negotiations the exercise by the
United States, subject to the paramount
rights of the local sovereign, of a sub-
stantial control over the canal and the
immediately adjacent territory, has been
treated as a fundamental part of any ar-
rangement that might be made. It has
formed an essential feature of all our

lans, and its necessity is fully recognized
ﬂ: the Hay-Pauncefoté treaty. The con-
gress, in providing that such control
should be secured, adopted no new princi-
ple, but only incorporated in its legisia-
tion a condition the importance and pro-
priety of which were universally recog-
nized,  During all the years of nexo:iau‘on
and discussion that preceded the conciu-
sion of the Hay-Herran treaty, Colomb’a
never intimatgd that the requirement by
the United States of control over the ca-
nal strip would render unattainable the
construction of a canal by way of the
Isthmus of Panama; nor were we advised,
during the montks when legislation of 1902
was pending before the congress, that the
terms which it embodied would render ne-
gotiations with Colombla impracticable
1t is plain that no nation could construct
and guarantee the neutrality of the canal
with a less degree of control than was
stipufated for in the Hay-Herran treaty.
A refusal to nt such degree of control
was necessarily a refusal to make any
practicable treaty at all. Such refusal
therefore squareiy raised the question

. whether Colombia was entitled to bar the

transit. of the world's traffic across the
isthmus,

*“hat the canal itself was eagerly de-
manded by the people of the locality

through which it was to pass, and that,

the people of this locality no less eagerly
longgd: for its comstruction under Amer-
{can “control, are shown by the unanim-
{ty of action in the new Panama repub-
lic. Furthermore, Colombia, after having
rejectéd the treaty in spite of our pro-
tests- and warnings when it was in her
power.to accept it, has since shown the
utmost eagerness to accept
treaty if only the status quo could be re-
stored.” One of the men standing highest
in the official circles of Colombia, on No-
vemper 6, addressed the Americarn min-
{ster at Bogota, saying that if the gov-
ernment of the United States would land

troo preserve Colombian sovereignty
and ¢ - transit, the Colombian govern-
ment: would ‘declare martial law; and,

by virtue of vested constitutional author-
l:’;'. when public order is disturbed,
{would] approve by decree the ratifica-
tion of the canal treaty as signed; or,
if the: gevernment of the United States
prefers, [would] call extra session of the
congress—with new and friendly mem-
bers—next May to approve the treaty.’
Having: these facts In view, there is no
shadow of question that the government
of the United States proposed a treaty

which was not merely just, but generous ,
to Colombia, which our people regarded '

as erring, if at all, on the side of over-
generosl%y: which was hailed with de-
light by the people of the immediate
Incality through which the canal was to
pass, who were most concerned as to the
new -order of ;things, and which the Co-
lombfan authoriiies now recognize as ba-

ing 80 good that they are willing te prom-
ise its unconditional ratification !f only
we will those who have shown
themselves our friends dnd restore to
those who have shown themselves un-
friendly the power to undo what they did.
I pass by the question as to what assur-
ance we have that they would now keep
n refuse to

the intent of the congress was to insure
a canal across Panama and that whether
the I?ubllc granting the title was called

ew Granada, Colombia or Panama mat-
tered not one whit. As events turmed
out, the question of ‘reasonable time' did
not enter into the matter at all. Al-
though, as the months went by, it be-
came ° increasingly -improbable that the
Colombian' congress would ratify the
treaty or take steps which would be
equivalent thereto, yet all ch for

officers, given above, no one connected
with this government had any previous
knowleage of ithe revolution except such
as was accessible to any person of ordi-
nary intelligence who read the newspa-
pers anu Kkept up a current acquaintance
with public affairs.”

Alter thus 1ireating extensively the
events leading up to and during the revo-
Jution the president refers to the recogni-
tion of the new government by the United
States, and in this connection he says:
*By the unanimous action of its peo-
ple, without the firing of a shot—with a
unanimity hardly beiore recorded in any
m! case—the people of ama de-
clared themseivVes av mderndom repub-
lic. Their recogaition by this government
was based upon a state of facts in no
dent for its jus tion upon
in ordinary cases. I have not
nor do I wish to deny, either the
or the propriety of the anenl

» s new-statecsheuld net - be rec-
og:ued as independent till it has shown
its ablility to

way
our act
denled,
valldit

maintain its independence.
This rule is derived from the principle of
nonintervention, and as a coroliary or that
principle has generally been observed by
the United States. But, like the principle
from which it is deduced, the rule is suo-
ject to exceptions; and there are in my
opinion clear and imperative reasons why
a departure from it was justified and even
required in the present insiance. These
reasons embrace, first, our treaty rights;

such action on their part did not vanish
until the congress closed at the end of
October: and within three days there-
after the revolution in Panama had
broken out. Panama became an inde-
pendent state, and the control of the !er-i
ritory necessarv for bullding the fanal
then became obtainable. The condition
uunder which alone we could have gone
to Nicaragua thereby became impossible
of fulfillment. If the pending treatv w'th
Panama should not be ratified by the
senate, this would not alter the fact that
we could not o to Nicaragua. The con-
gress has decided the route, end there i«
no alternative under existing legislation.’

The president s=ays that after “the’
fallure of the Colomblan congress to
ratify the treaty it seemed that the gov-
ernment would have to go to the Wic~~-
agua route, and that he had made the
original draft of his message to c-n~-ers
along that line. This was one of three
alternatives that confronted the govern-
ment. Another was that the peovnle of
Panama might take the nrotectinn ot
their own interests into their own hands
and eatablis.. 8 government competent
and willing to do itz share in the con-
struction of the canal. This i= what oc-
curred, and made the reverting to the
Nicarazuan route wvnnecessary. and. in
fact, impossible under the authority of
the president as vested in him by the
action of con=ress.

Report of Commander Hubbard.

The president emphatically denies that
this government had any hand in the
instigatirg of this revolution. He knew,
as all the world did, that such was im-
minent, and the navy department took
necessary measures to protect American
interests, but nothing further. He gives
copies of the orders sent to commanding
ofticers of American warships, and their
various reports upon the situation. He
charges Colombla with virtually making
war upon the United States at Colon, and
quotes the report of Commander Hub-
bard. of the Nashville, dated November
5, to sustain this charge. In this report
Commander Hubbard says, in part:

“Pending a complete report of e oc-
curren®es of the last three days in Colon,
Colombia, I most respectfully invite the
department’s attention to those of the
date of Wednesday, November 4, which
amounted to practically the making ot
war against the United States by the
officer in command of the Colombian
troops in Colon. At one o'clock p. m. on
that date I was summoned on shore by a
preconcerted signal, and on landing met
the United States.consul, vice consul znd,
Col. Shaler, the general superintendéent
of the Panama railroad. The consul in-
formed me that he had recelved notice
from the officer commanding the Colom-
blan troops,. Col. Torres, through the
prefect of Colon, to the effect that if the
Colombian officers, Gens. Tobal and
Amaya, who had been seized in Panama
on the evening of the 3d of November by
the independents and held as prisoners,
were not released by two o'clock p. m.,
he, Torres, would open fire on the town
of Colon and kill eve United States
citizen in the place, and my advice and
action were requested. I advised that all
the United S8tates citizens should take
refuge In the shed of the Panama Rall-
road company, a stone bullding suscept-
ible of being put into good state for de-
Jense, and that I would immediately land
such bodg of men, with extra ‘armd tor
arming the citizens, as the complement
of the ship would permit. This was
agreed to and I immediately returned on
board, arriving at 1:15 p. m. The order
for landing was immediately given, and
at 1:30 'p. m. the boats left the ship with
a party of 42 men under the command of
Lieut. Commander M. Witzel, with
Midshipman J. P. Jackson as second in
command. Time being pressing, 1 gave
verbal orders to Mr. Witzel to take the
building above referred to, to put it into
the best state of defense possible, and
protect the lives of the citlzens assembled
there—not firing unless fired upon. = * ~
The Colombians surrounded the build-
ing of the railroad company almost im-
mediately after we had taken possession,
and for about one and a half hours their
attitude was most threatening, it being
seemingly their purpose to provoke an
attack. Happily our men were cool and
steady, and while the tension was very
great no shot was fired. At about 3:15
p. m. Col. Tortes came into the building
for an interview and expressed himself
as most friendly to Americans, claimng
that the whole affair was a misappre-
hension and that he would like to send
the alcalde of Colon to Panama to ree
Gen. Tobal and have him direct the d!s-
continuance of the show of force. A spe-
clal train was furnished and safe conduct
guaranteed. At about 5:30 p. m. Col.
Torres made the proposition of withdraw-
ing his troops to Monkey Hill, if T would
withdraw the Nashyille's force and leave
the town in Possesslon of the police until
the return of the alcalde on the morning
of the Sth. After an interview with the
United States consul and Col. Shaler as
to the probability of good faith in the
matter, I decided to accept the proposi-
tion and brought my men on board, the
disparity in numbers between my force
and that of the Colomblans, nearly ren
to one, making me desirous of avolding
a conflict so long as the object in view,
the protection of American citizens, was
not imperiled.

“I am positive that the determined at-
titude of our men, thelr coolness and evi-
dent intention of standing their ground.
had a most salutary and decisive effect
on the Immediate situation and wa2s -he
initial step in the ultimate abandoning
of Colon by these.troops and their return
to Cartagena the following day.

“I feel that I cannot sufficiently strong-
ly represent to the department the gross-
ness of this outrage and the insuilt to our
dignity, even apart from the savagery of
the threat.’”

the same ]

In view of the reports of the various
naval officers in Panama waters the presi-
dent concludes ‘‘tha¢, instead of there Lav-
ing been too much provision by the Amer-
ican government for the maintenance of
order and the protection of life and prop-
erty on the Isthmus, the orders for the
movement of the American warships had
been too long delayed; so long, in fact,
_that there were but.42 marines and sallors
, avallable to land and' protect the llves of

American men and women. It was only the

coolness and gallantry with which this
i little band of men wearing the Americar

uniform faced ten time their number of
| armed foes, bent on carrying out the atro-
cious threat of the Colombian command-
er, that prevented a murderous catastro-
phe. At Panama, when the revolutfon
broke out, there was no Amer.can man-
of-war and no American troops or sailors.
At Colon, Commander Hubbard acted with
entire impartiality towards both sides,
preventing any movement, whether by the
Colombiang or the Panamans, which
, woul@ tend to produce bloodshed. On No-
vember 9 he prevented a body of the rev-
olutionists from landing at Colon.”

No Complicity in Revolution.

Referring to the charges of compllicity
| of this government in the revolution the
president says:

“I hesitate to refer to the injurious in-
sinuations which have been made of com-
plicity by .this government in the revolu-
tionary movement In Panama. They are
as destitute of foundation as of propriety.
The only excuse for my mentioning them
is the fear lest unthinRing persons might
mistake for acquiescence the silence of
mere self-respect. I think proper to say,
therefore, that no one connected with this
government had an{ part in preparing,
inciting or encouraging the late revolution
on the Isthmus of Panama. and that save
from the renorts of ouir military and naval

d, our national interests and safety;
;na. third, the interests of collective civili-
zation,”

Reasons for Ratification.

He reviews these reasons at considerable
length and justifies the speedy recognition
on either and all of them. He reters to
precedents to show that treaties conciuded
with one nation are binding upon the suc-
cessors of that nation, thus the treaty of
1846 with New Granacda was transferred
first to Colombia and now to Panama. Of
th second reason he says:

*“This recognition was, in the second
place, further justified by the highest con~
siderations of our natlonal ‘Intevesis and’|
safety. In all the range of our interna-
tional relations, 1 do not hesidate 1L .-
firm that there is nothing of greater or
more pressing importance than the con-
struction of an interoceanic cana!. Long
acknowledged to be essential to our com-
mercial development, it has become, as
the result of the recent extension of our
territorial dominion, more n ever es-
sential to our national self-defense. . . .
In. the light of our present situation, the
establishment of easy and speedy com-
munication by sea between the Atlantic
and the Pacinc presents itself not simp.y
as something to be desired, but as an ob-
ject to be positively and promptly at-
tained. Reasons of convenience have been
superseded by reasons of vital neceuit'y-

‘| which do net admit of indefinite delays.’

In the same connection he charges Co-
lombia with attempting to so delay the
ratification of any canal trealy us 0
place that government in a position not
only to secure the $10,000,000 offered it as
compensation by this government, but to
secure the $40,000,000 promised the Panama
Canal company for its franchise a'd
rights as well. By waiting until Octo-
 ber 31, 1904, the franchise or the Panama
company would have expired, and the
Colombian government be in a posit.on
to seize its property and rights on the
isthmus, and then be in a position to de-
mand of the United States the payment
to that government of both sums. In
this connection he says: :

“Such is the scheme to which it was
groposed that the United States should
e invited to become a party. The con-
struction of the canal was to be rele-
gated to the indefinite future, while Co-
lombia was, by reason of her own delay,
to be placed in the 'more advantageous'
position of claiming not merely the com-
ensation to be paid by the Un!ted States
or the privilege of completing the canal,
but also the $40,000000 authorized by the
act of 1902 to bc paid for the propertv of
the New Panama Canal company. That
the attempt to carry out this scheme
would have brought Colombia into con-
flict with the government of France can-
not be doubted; mnor could the United
States have counted upon immunity trom
the consequences of the attempt, even
apart from the indefinite delays to whi~h
the construction of the canal was to be
subjected. On the first appearance of
danger to <Colombla, this gove=n ~eni
would have been summoned to interpose,
in order to give effect to the guarantees
of the treaty of 1846; and all this in sup-
port of a plan which. while charart-r.
ized in its first stage by the wanton dis-
refﬂrd of our own highest interes't w §
fitly to end in further injury to the cit-
izens of a friendlv nation, whose enor-
mous losscs in their generons efforte 9
plerce the isthmus have become a mat-
ter of history."”

Of the third reason for speedy recog-
nition the president says in part:

“In the third place. I confidently main-
tain that the recognition of the ranubllc
of Panama was an act justified by the
interests of collective clvilization. If ever
a government could be sald *o have re-
ceived a mandate from civ'lization tn
effoct an object the accomplishment of
which was demanded in the interest of
mankind, the United States holds that
i position with regard to the in‘er~-an—ic
canal. Since our purpose to bulld the
canal was definitelv announced, there
huave come from all quarters assurances
of approval and enconragement, in which
even Colombia herself at one time par-
ticipated: and to general assurances were
added specific acts and declarations. Tn
order that no ohstacle mieht rtand 'n onr
wzv, Great Britain renounced important
riehts under the Clayton-Bulwer treaty
and agreed to its abrogation. recefvin~ In
retnrn nothing but our honorable pledze
to build the canal and protect It as an
open highway.

Justified by Collective Civilisation.

“That our position as the mandatary of
clvilization has been by no Ieans mis-
conceived is shown by the promptitude
with which the powers have, one after
another, tollowed our lead in recogn.zing
Panama as an independent state. Our
acugn in recognizing the new republic
lhu been followed by like recognit.on cn
the part of France, Germany, Denmark,
Russia, Sweden and Norway, Nucaiiiaa,
Yeru, China, Cuba, Great Britain, Italy,
Costa Rica, Japan and Austria-Hungary.

*In view of the manifold considerat.ons
of treaty right and obligation, of national
interest and satety, and of collective clv-
ilization, by which our governmen .. as
consirained to act, I am at a‘loss to
comprehend the attitude or those who
| can discern in the rcognition of the re-
! public of Panama oniy a generai #b-
| proval of the principle of ‘revolution’ by
which a given government 1s over.urned
or one portion of a country separated
from another. Only the amplest justi-
fication can warrant a - revolutionary
movement of either kind. But there ‘<
no fixed rule which can be applied to all
such movements. Each case must be
judged on its own merits. ‘I'hesr  oa
peen many revolutionary movements,
many movements for the dismemberment
of countries, which were evil, tried by
any standard. But in my opinion no dis-
interested and fair minded observer ac-
quainted with the circumstances can fall
to feel that Panama had the amplest j1us-
tification for separation from Colombia
under the conditions existing, and, more-
over, that its action was in the highest
degree beneficial to the interests of the
entire civilized world by securing 1Lne€
immediate opportunity for the bullding
of the interoceanic canal. * * ¢ The
people of the Isthmus, and as I firmly
belleve of the adjacent parts of Central
‘and South Ameérica, will be greatly bene-
fited by the building of the canal and the
guarantee of peace and order along its
ine; and hand in hand with the benefit
to them will go the benefit to us and to
mankind. By our prompt and Ann e
action, not only have our interests and
those of the world at large been con-
served, but we have forestalled comuii-
cations ich were likely to be frwitful
in loss to/ourselves, and in bloodshed and
sutfering to the people of the isthmus.

“Instead of using our forces, as we
were invited by Colombig to do, for the
twofold purpose of defeating our own
rights and interests and the ‘nterests ~f
the clvilized world, and of compelling the
submission of the people of the isthmus
to those whom they regarded -
sors, we chall, as in duty bound, keep the
transit open and prevent its {nvasion.
Meanwhile, the only question now before
us is that of the ratification of the treaty.
For it is to be remembered that a tailure
to ratify ,the treaty will not undo what
has been done, will not restore Panam™a
to Colombia, and will not alter our obli-
gation to keep the trans't omon - - -
the isthmus, and to prevent any outside
power from menacing this troy

“In conclusion let me repeat that the
question actually befcre this government
i{s not that cf the recorn'tich »° ™ana—q
as an independent republic. That is al-

ready an accomplished faect. 'The oy s-
ticn, and the only guestion. is whether:
T nat wa shall huild an {sthmizan canal.”

Work of a Hero.

What might have been a very seri-
ous catastrophe with a heavy loss of
life and a long list of injured was
averted by the bravery and coolness
of mind of a Crookston man.

The railroad bridge over the Mouse
river at Surrey, caught fire and the
structure in a short while was a mass
of charred ruins.

Number 4, the east-bound coast
train, was approaching the burning
bridge. ;

Telegraphic communication was cut
off shortly after the fire had start-
ed and railroad men at Granville were
in a quandary about warning the ap-
proaching fiyver.

Engineer Greenhough boarded a
light engine, pulled the throttle wide
open and headed down the track in
the hope that he might reach the
bridge before the fire had seriously
wenkened it.

As he approached the bridge he
pulled the throttie wide open.

The bridge stood the trial and the
engine rushed on to Norwich, where
the “flyer” was torpedoed, flagged
and the crew warned of their danger.

Railroad officials are of the opinion
that the fire was of incendiary ori-

d- gin. The'bridge was 40 feet-high and

from pier to pier was 130 feet in
length.
Can Select a Successor.

The Grand Forks county appointing
board can select a successor to Chair-
man Hans Anderson. The last legisla-
ture enacted a measure to prevent odd-
year elections of commissioners, and
provided for the appointment of mem-
bers to succeed those whose terms ex-
pired prior to the next election.

In most counties there was a general
compliance with the new law. InGrand
Forks, Anderson was a Democrat and
the board was Republican. He wished
to hold on, and secured a writ of pro-
hibition thru Judge Pollock’s court in
Fargo, contending he could hold office
unfil his euccessor waselected. J udge
Pollock sustained the board's demur-
rer to the writ,’and granted the power
of naming a successor. Anderson may
appeal the case to the supreme court.

Anomdlo.

A machinery salesman tells of a story
about a new swindle to be practiced up-
on the farmers, which is working its
way thru the state. It is the light-
ning-rod game under another guise.
An agent calls on the farmer and se-
cures a contract for equiping his house,
barn and buildings with electric lights
for sums of €65 and ‘upwards, as - the
farmer believes, according to the size
of the house. Later another agent
comes along to ‘‘take measurements,”
as he says, and calls the victim's atten-
tion to the contract, and the fact that
it calls $65 or more for each light. The
deal usually results in the farmer part-
ing with 815 to 850 for a release of the
document he had signed.

Shot His Wifo.

At Portal, William Graves shot his
wife, killing her instantly. Graves
Jhad been away from home for several
months and, returning home, quar-
reled with his wife during the night,
the tragedy taking place in the morn-
ing. After his arrest, Graves made
the allegation that his wife had been
untrue to him. Mrs. Graves was high-
ly esteemed, and had supported her
three little daughters, the eldest of
which was 5, while her husband was
absent from home.

Graves was arrested and taken to
Minot. There is intense feeling against
him and talk of lynching was heard at
the time of the tragedy.

A Close Call.

The four-year-old son of Chris Bill-
ings, living near Lisbon, picked up a
cartridge from which ghe shot had been
extracted, leaving tle powder. The
little fellow threw it into anopen stove-
pipe and looking down into it waited
for results. The powder igniting, a
blinding flash struck the experimenter
squarley in the face. The injured boy
was at once taken to the Patterson
hospital and while his face is badly
powder burned the doctor thinks his
eyes are uninjured.

Found Dead.

W. C. Puttnam, cashier of the Far-
mers & Merchants’ bank of Lansford,
was found in the coal shed at the
rear of the.bank with a bullet hole
through his head this afternoon at 3
o’clock.

He was found by his son, who step-
ped out for a moment and later re-
turned, finding his father in this con-
dition. He called a neighbor, at
which time life was almost extinct.
There is no clue as to whether the
cause of death was accidental or oth-
erwise,

News Notes.

Diphtheria is prevalent in Gardar
township, Pembina county, and the
gchools have been closed, and all pab-
lic gatherings prohibited, to prevent
the spread of the disease.
#Fargo makes a splendid showing in
postal receipts. The gross receipts
of the office are $57,967.49, as com-
pared to $36,680.52 for Grand Forks
and $48,333.35 for Sioux Falls, S, D.

David Morris, the Bordulac man
who suicided the other day, is said to
have expressed regret, and asked his
wife to send for a doctor. This was
done, but it was too late. ]

‘The N. P. has filed with the Bis-
marck land office the map of its per-
manent line from Bowden west to the
Missouri river. The Denhoff branch
will also be extended to Coal Har-
bor—which means considerable rail-
road activity the next year or so.

It was a Bowbells man who dumped
hot ashes in a wooden box last week,
with the usual results. Hard work on
the part of the population prevented
any great damage.

Carrington is another of the good
towns that is likely to be made better
by the starting of a creamery in the
Bpring.

THE NEWS IN BRIEF.

For the Week Eading Jan. 3.

Seven thousand sheep were burned to
death at the East Buffalo (N. Y.) stock
yards.

Safe blowers at San Jose, I11., cracked
and louted the safe in the post office
of $1,000.

J. Ed. Grillo, of Cincinnati, has been
elected president of the American Base-
ball association.

Robert C. Harper, the oldest man in
Minneapolis, died at the age of 104 years

| and six months.

Secretary Root has declined to accept
the chairmanship of the national repub-
lican committee.

Within eight days Minneapolis mills
booked almost 100,000 barrels of flour
for export to Japan.

Lives lost in wars throughout the
world the past year number 86,468,
against 25,700 in 1902.

The Standard Oil company has reduced
the price of oil five cents in the east and
two cents in the west.

All the livery establishments in Chi-
Cago are open, the gmployers agreeing
to reinstate the striking drivers.

Moses T. Clough and William Shaw,
prominent lawyers, lost their lives in a
fire in a Troy (N. Y.) clubhouse.

Chicago liverymen rejected a proposal
to arbitrate made by the livery drivers
and declared they would fight to the end.

Mrs. Margaret F. Sullivan, one of the
best known newspaper women in the
country, died in Chicago, aged 56 years.

Another warship at San Domingo
has been granted Minister Powell, as
three revolutions are in progress there.

Inventors of a trackless train made
their trial trip in Paris, and were con-
gratulated by President Loubet on its
Buccess. -

Burglars dynamited the safe of O.
Cohen, a jeweler in Des Moines, Ia., and
stole $8,000 in cash, diamonds and
watches.

Col. Henry L. Thomas, for 34 years
translator in the state department, died
at his residence in Washington, aged
68 years.

Detlef Evans, a German farmer near
Denison, Ia., poisoned his 18-month-old
child and his wife. It is believed Evans
Is insane.

Ann Tyler, a blind negro woman 93
years old, and James Turner, a negro
85 years old, were burned to death in
Sedalia, Mo.

Experiments with turbine propulsion
prove successful and the new system

will be used on ne i /
NERSVASRIpSOE uwA dnow approaches nearerto sea level the:

United States.

Mrs. Myra Jane Williams, of Brain-
erd, Minn., was sentenced to the peni-
tentiary for life for the murder of her
little daughter.

Frederick Lindstrom, a trusted em-
ploye of a Chicago wholesale house, con-
fesses to embezzling $12,000, which he
lost in the poolrooms.

Fire, presumably of incendiary ori-

gin, totally destroyed the grain eleva-
tor at Corning distillery in Peoria, Ill.,
with a loss of $40,000.
. Mary: Anderson: read and sang in the
People’s palace, Laondon, for the first
time in 16 years. The entertainment
was given for the poor.

Dr. Herman Adler, of London, praises
American Jews for seeking to have Pres-
ldent Roosevelt interfere to prevent an-
other Kishineff massacre.

At Missoula, Mont., Judge Webster
ientenced John Tully, a soldier, to hang
IFebruary 26 for the murder of Thomas
Kennedy at Fort Missoula.

Jerome Sykes, star comedian of “The
Billionaire,”. died of pneumonia con-
tracted during a Christmas party given
for his company in Chicago.

Joseph Boyd, employed as a track
walker in the St. Clair tunnel, shot and
killed his wife in their home at Sarina,
Ont., and then killed himself.

The advance in price of cotton breaks
all records of the season, and it is esti-
mated that the south will receive more
than $700,000,000 for this year's crop.

The corn crop of 1903 is announced
at Washington as 2,244,176,925 bushels,
valued at $952,868,801; winter wheat,
399,867,250 bushels, worth $286,242,849.

Alice Pilcher, 21 years old, daughter
of a Louisville (Ky.) organ manufac-
turer,. masqueraded as a boy for three
years in Montana with her father's con-
sent.

THE MARKETS.

New York, Jan. 2.
LIVE STOCK-—Steers....... $37 @53
Hogs, State, Penn. . 515 @52
Sheep: i liiioNnnaa e 350 @375
FLOUR—Winter Patents... 445 @47
WHEAT—December .0....... Yy 94
RYE—State and Jersey..... 56 5%
CORN—-May ...... .... 51 @ b51%
OATS—Track White 2 @ 45%
ER 14 @ 2
10 g 12
2 37
CHICAGO.
CATTLE—Fancy Beeves $565 @580
Fed Texas Steers. 3 40 4 50
Medlum Beef Steer 410 @145
Plain Beef Steers. 365 @400
Common to' Rough 300 @3
HOGB—AssorL%:i Ligh 460 g 47
Heavy Packing 4 60 47
Heavy Mixed 4 45 4 60
EEP. ... 000000 330 425
14 @ 23%
14 21
24 28
62 g 70
1250 @12 62
....... 675 @ 685
81%@ 82%
HY@ 457
38 @ 3%
Barley, 5 58 60
Rye, May ... e 55%: 56
MILWAUKEE.
GRAIN—Wheat, No. 1 Nor'n § 85%@ 86
Corn, MAay .cc..coccececses 44?' 45%
Oats, Btandard 36 37
Ry®, M0, 2. veeiesieioecocer w0 56%

KANSAS CITY.

GRAIN—Wheat, December.. § 5@ 66%
Wheat, May ...... e TR 034 704
Corn, December 6 @ 38
Oats, No. 2 Whit .. & @ 36

ST. LOUIS.

CATTLE—Beef Steers....... 8L @52
Texns Steers .............. 24 @440

HOGS—Packers' ........ S esse {490 @465
Butchers' Best Heavy.... 460 @ 4 &

SHEEP—Natives ............ 82 G(i 4110

OMAHA.

CATTLE~—Native Steers. 85 515
Stockers and Feeders 260 33
Cows and Heélters 2% @325

HOGS—Heavy .... . 452 @460

SsHEEP—Wethers . 33 @368

————————————————— : :
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Neme Lying Near Sea Level May Do

Sald to Lie Cevered the L
Year Round,

A recent writer made the mistake ¢f

referring to all arctic lands as “tucked

in under their everlasting blanket of

snow.” We know, however, of no land

area lying near the sea level that is per-
petually covered with snow, says a Chi-
CAEO paper.

Mr. Peary, the only visitor to the most
northern land yet discovered, found
flowers and grass there, and killed arctic
game that had fattened on the herbage
of the islands lying north of the ex-
treme coasts of Greenland. Spitzbergen
is one of the bleakest parts of the world,
yet during the long summer day, when
the sun {s continually above the hori-
zon, all the winter snows along the
southern valleys melt away up to 1,600
feet above the sea.

Very little snow can be found in Ice- *
land in summer, the line of perpetual
snow being about 2,000 feet on the north-
ern and 4,000 feet on the southern side
of the mountains. Along the coast c:
west Greenland the white mantle of
winter disappears in summer and grass
and flowers are found to a height of
4,000 feet.

As for the great arctic plains of the
northern part of this continent they are,
of course, entirely free from snow dur-
ing the summer months. Vegetable life
thus has a chance in all parts of the
world, unless the elevation is so high
above the sea that winter polar condi-
tions are maintained the year round.

There are, of course, lofty elevations,
such as mountains and the ice cap of
Greenland, that are perpetually cov-
ered with snow. Geographers have
given much attention to what is called
the snow line, or the line which marks
the limit of perpetual snow. Its posi-
tion is chiefly dependent upon the sum-
mer temperature and lhc; depth of the
winter snowfall. The line along which
the sun ceases to melt the snow is the
snow line,

The snow line extends very {rregu-
larly along most surfaces because many
mountain valleys, canyons and slopes
are shielded from the sun, and £o are
enow covered the year around far be-
low the general snow line. This ia not
the case, however, in tropical regions,
where there is little difference in tem-
perature throughout the year below the
altitudes where froet always reigus.
The result {s that in the tropics the envw.
1ine on the mountains is a comparati e-
ly straight line.

Of course the perpetual boundany of

farther north or south we go. from the
tropics. The snqw line on Mount. St.
Elias, in Alaska, is 2,600 feet above sea
level, while farther south, in the region
of the Selkirks, British Columbia, the
snow line is at an elevation of 9,800
feet.

In the Bernese Alps the limit of per~
petual snow is 8,800 feet; on Mount
Etna, some hundreds of miles nearer:
to the equator, it is 9,912 feet; on Po-
pocatepetl, in Mexico, it is 13,700 feet,
and on Aconcagua, in Argentina, it is
14,800 feet. And as we continue south
the snow line sinks again nearento the
sea level—3,600 feect at Magellan straits
and 3,500 feet in Tierradel Fuego.

In the northern hemisphere, where tue
southern slopes of the mountains re-
ceive the lion’s share of the sun's rays,
the snow line lies lower on the northern
elopes. Thus the line of perpetual snow
on the northern slope of Mont Blanc
{s about 8,000 feet, while on the south-
ern slope, overlooking Italy, it is 10,000
feet above the sea. For this reason the
hamlets of the natives are bullt higher
on the southern than on the northern
slopes of the Himalayas.

On Mount Kilimanjaro, a little south
of the equator in East Africa, where
the sun is almost vertical over it, the
snow line on the gouthern and western
sides i8 15,000 feet above tea level, while
on the northern and eastern sides it is
over 18,000 feet.

As Ice melts much more slowly than
snow, many glaciers move down to the
sea, while the snow line nowhere
reaches the ocean. This is the case in
Spitzbergen, Greenland, at Mount St.
Elias, and, in fact, in nearly all lands
within or quite near the polar regions.
In Iceland no glaciers descend lower
than G5 feet above the sea.

In the temperate regions glaciers de-
gscend far below the snow line. Thus the
lower limit of glaciers on Mont Blanc {s
3,000 feet; among the Canadian Rock-
ies, 6,000 feet; on Acancagua, 7,300 feet,
and on the southern island of New Zea-
land the glacier ends are only 690 feet
above the sea, while the snow line {s
7,600 feet,

But just as we see plants struggling
for life in almost every crack and crevice
of the rocks, so the hardiest specimens
of vegetation cling to the mountain
sides up to the very limit of perpetual
snow. Life in many forms is very ten-

aclous, and is bound to exist wherever

there is the slightest chance for it.

Making Ferro-Silicon.

A considerable Industry has recently -
sprung up at the foot of the French.
Alps in the manufacture of ferro-silicon -

AN
“

e

by the aid of the electric furnace. Fer-
ro-silicon is an indispensable agent in:

the metallurgy of iron and steel, being

as important in that respect as man-

Heretofore it has been pro=
It is

ganese.
duced with the blast furnace.

claimed, however, that the product ot,:
the electric furnace contains several '/
times more silicon than does that of the =~

blast furnace, and that this high grade
ferro-silicon ' possesses many advan-
tages when employed in the manufac-
ture of iron and steel.

Lucky Man. <
Towne—Blll Kayrliss tells me you:
went with him on a gunning trip last
week. Have any luck?
Browne—Splendid.
“You did?”
“Of course. Here I am back again,.
safe and sound, ain’t 1?”—Philadelphia
Press.




