
THE BIG LAND FRAUDS 
IN WESTERN STATES 

IKey Are Far More Gigantic Than Peo­
ple Generally Imagine. 

SOME CLEVER DETECTIVE WORK DONE 
. - JBY W. J. BURNS. 

He Has Entrapped Culprits Both High and Low by His 
Carefully Laid Plans— How the Schemes of the 

Land Grabbers Worked—Some 
Startling Evidence. 

Washington.—The story of the bis 
land frauds of the west when all told 
is one of the most startling and inter­
esting of modern annals. 

It is a gigantic conspiracy, a detec­
tive story and a tremendous legal bat­
tle all in one. 

The conspiracy reaches back through 
'the years, involves hundreds of thous­
ands of acres of the finest public lands 
in Arizona, California, Oregon and oth­
er states, and includes among its long 
chain of conspirators, men prominent 
in state and nation, government offi­
cials and employes, and wealthy cor­
porations, including at least one rail­
road. 

The detective story equals any of the 
Sherlock Holmes variety in the keen­
ness and nicety with which the faint­
est clews have been followed up, mys­
teries unraveled and the guilty, high 
and low. at last cornered, in spite of 
unlimited power and influence and 
loads of money used to block investi­
gation and checkmate the detectives. 

The tremendous legal battle begun 
F.ome time ago when sufficient evidence 
was secured to start court proceedings 
and which is still raging, is a conflict 
of giants. The government has em­
ployed the finest legal talent to be liad 
to prosecute the cases and the men 
on trial, and to be tried, are sparing 
no efforts or money in trying to escape 
conviction. It is a fight every inch of 
the way. with several points scored by 
the government thus far. 

And all this is included in the com­
plete story of the land frauds—a story 
of fascinating interest because of its 
startling revelations. 

It is a story one wants to read. 
From the time some three years ago 

when Secretary Hitchcock, of the in­
terior department, first received the 
hint that gigantic land steals were go­
ing on and started the machinery of 

because iho. conspirators were bold and 
the prize to be won almost limitless in 
extent and value, they devised a sys­
tem by which to operate. But more 
of this later. 

Startling Summary. 
To summarize our story before at­

tempting to develops it in lis startling 
details, let us consider -that its rami­
fications lead us through three states, 
with still others to hear from. Im­
mense tracts of timber land, aggregat­
ing 1,000,000 or more acres in extent, 
are involved. In Oregon, one firm alone 
acquired oOO.OOO acres of the finest of 
the public domain by the use of the 
fraudulent system. And in California 
applications were made for 240,000 
acres of school lands, indicating that 
the only limit to "the fraudulent entries 
was to be the outermost boundaries of 
the land itself. It is estimated that the 
land graboed is easily worth $20,000,000 
to $25,000,000. 

Sixteen of the principals involved in 
these land frauds have been indicted, 
and ten or 12 implicated in a greater 
or less degree. Ten men in the employ 
of the land ofnee have been discharged 
for complicity in the frauds and sev­
eral convictions have already been se 
cured. 

Among the indicted are one United 
States senator one congressman, two 
state senators, an ex;district attorney, 
an ex-assistant district attorney, the 
former head of the general land office, 
special agents of the land office and a 
former judge. 

In Oregon convictions have already 
been secured in the cases of Clyde 
Lloyd, S. A. D. Puter, Horace G. Mc-
Kinley, Emma L. Watson and D. W. 
Tarpley. Franklin Pierce Mays, state 
senator from Portland, is now on trial, 
and the trial ol' Senator Mitchell is to 
begin shortly. 

Judge A. H. Tanner, the law partner 
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investigation, news items in the papers 
of the country have told of the devel­
opments in the case. Occasionally the 
public has oeen startled by the naine 
of some prominent man being connect­
ed with the frauds, as was especially 
the case when Senator Mitchell was in­
dicted on the charge of accepting a 
bribe in connection with some of the 
land cases, and his now famous, "burn 
this letter." was made public. 

But at best the public has been able 
to obtain only a very incomplete and 
confused idea of the case as a whole, 
and has little idea of its magnitude, the 
startling boldness of the plot and the 
extent of the operations of unscrupu­
lous men. ^ 

One Gigantic, Systematic Plot. 
First of all we want to remember 

that the land frauds are not an aggre­
gation of isolated cases, independent of 
each other in methods and purpose, 
but are really one gigantic, deep-laid 
and systematic plot which was being 
persistently and successfully carried 
on in Arizona, California, Oregon and 
other western states by men ot wealth 
and influence who had a lust for the 
public domain. 

Lawson. in his revelations of Wall 
street methods, speaks of "the system," 
but the New York money kings in 
their alleged raids on the stock mar­
kets and tne pocketbooks of the small 
investors never worked a more thor­
oughly organized system than have the 
land-grabbers of the west. First, we 
have the conspirators, bold, rapacious, 
unprincipled, insatiable. Next were 
the vast tracts of valuable government 
land as a stake for which these con­
spirators were ready to play, and judg­
ing from the hundreds of thousands of 
acres of land fraudulently obtained tip 
to the time the investigations were be­
gun the stake was an elastic one, which 
ultimately was to include millions. And 
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of Senator Mitchell, was indicted for 
perjury and later pleaded guilty and it 
is stated made a confession implicat­
ing Senator Mitchell. 

Former Land Commissioner Her­
mann, now congressman from Oregon, 
is under indictment on the charge of 
destroying records of the land office 
at Washington, and in addition to this 
he is under indictment with John n. 
Hall, ex-district attorney; Edwin Mays, 
ex-assistant district attorney; F. P. 
Mays, state senator; Hamilton H. Hen­
dricks, secretary and treasurer of the 
Butte Creek Land, Live Stock & Lum­
ber company, and Special Agents 
C. E. Loomis and *S. D. Stratford of 
the land office, on the charge of fenc­
ing in a large part of the county of 
Wheeler and taking up a number of 
entries in the outskirts of the county. 

In California R. A. Hyde, John A. 
Henson and Henry P. Dimond, exten­
sive land speculators, have been indict­
ed on the charges of conspiracy and 
the effort to take them to Washington 
for trial. 

The First Clew. 
This, in brief, is the outline of the 

plot, the results of the investigations 
and tlie progress of the legal battle. 
It was in the latter part of 1902 that 
the first intimation of extensive land 
frauds reached the ear of Secretary 
Hitchcock, and the circumstances con­
nected therewith are of rather a singu­
lar character. It has been said that 
it takes a thief to catch a thief, and 
strange enough the first information 
of frauds in the land entries was given 
by a man who had been in tae employ 
of land-grabbers, and who was threat­
ening to expose the frauds in order to 
enforce the payment of huBh money. 
He sent letter after letter to the gen­
eral land office at Washington, but it 
is said that Binger Hermann, at that 
time commissioner, ienored the letters. 

and then sent evasive replies in an 
effort to suppress the matter. But 
when the letters became too persistent 
a spccial agent was at last sent to in­
vestigate to Tucson, Ariz., from which 
point the letters had come. The report 
of this agent did not reach, the depart-
ment until September, aud the clerk 
who read it was so impressed with its 
importance, as it stated that big steals 
and frauds were being perpetrated on 
the government, that he took it direct 
to Commissioner Hermann. There it 
rested. 

Commissioner Hermann Exposed. 
About this time Secretary Hitchcock 

received a confidential letter, intimat­
ing that such a report had reached his 
department. He at once sent for Her­
mann and asked for the report, and 
upon its being produced, the commis­
sioner's resignation was demanded. 
The latter requested three or four 
weeks time, which, it is charged, he 
spent in destroying press books and 
other tell-tale evidences of corruption, 
and for this he has just been indicted 
at Washington. 

Impressed* with the seriousness of 
the situation. Secretary Hitchcock at 
once assigned Arthur B. Pugh. an at­
torney of'the interior department, and 
Harry E. Steece, a special agent of the 
general land office, to make an inves­
tigation. When they reached Arizona 
they found that the man- who -had been 
instrumental in starting the investiga­
tion had changed his mind and re­
fused to make any further statement. 
They then proceeded to California and 
after a brief investigation returned to 
Washington and reported that the 
frauds were evidently extensive and 
that the services of a detective would 
be necessary to work up the evidence. 
Chief John E. Wilkie. of the United 
States secret service, was called in and 
at his suggestion one of his operatives, 
William J. Burns, was placed in full 
charge of the secret service end of 
the case. As a preliminary to his work 
Mr. Burns spent a month in the gen­
eral land office, familiarizing with the 
general details of the work and gather­
ing all the evidence at hand. 

Fine Detective Work. 
Fortunate circumstances favored him 

and before he started for the west- he 
had secured a confession from J. J. 
Barnes, who had been employed in the 
general land office for 35 years. This 
gave him inside information which he 
was not slow to use on reaching Cali­
fornia. His investigations led him 
into Arizona and Oregon and other 
western states, and when he bad the 
details well in hand, he boldly faced 
B. F. Allen, who for years had been a 
trusted agent of the interior depart­
ment and who at the time was forest 
superintendent at Los Angeles, Cal., 
and charged him with complicity in 
the frauds, with the result that Allen 
broke down and confessed that he was 
connected with F. A. Hyde, an exten­
sive land speculator, and at present 
under indictment for conspiracy and 
awaiting removal to Washington for 
trail. 

The trail now led to the office of the 
forest supervisor. Grant I. Taggart, 
whose reputation up to this time had 
been above suspicion. Burns' rigid 
examination forced the details from 
Taggart of how he had established the 
boundaries of the forest reservations 
in his territory, under the direction, 
he said, of John A. Benson, who was 
another land speculator, and who, with 
Hyde is jyyrl I rt m r n t 

With the Inside information thus ob­
tained, the secret service man returned 
to Washington, and proceeded to en­
trap certain men in the general land 
office, for by this time he knew the 
men he wanted. There were two men 
especially implicated in the chain of 
evidence which he had thus far forged 
link by link. One was W. D. Harlan, 
chief of the special service division, 
and who up to this time had the entire 
confidence of the department. He had 
charge of the special agents whose du­
ties are to investigate all depredations 
of the land office. The other man was 
William E. Valk, who had charge of 
the line selections. Burns succeeded in 
wresting confessions from both men. 
and Harlan admitted, it is said, that 
he was in the habit of communicating 
with Benson in California by letter, 
using plain paper and attaching no 
signature. 

At the dictation of the detective, Har­
lan wrote a decoy note to Benson, 
stating that he had a matter of great 
importance to communicate to him and 
asking him to write aim care general 
delivery, as he feared his mail was be­
ing watched. No reply was received to 
this and it developed later that by 
some means Benson had been warned 
of the trap. Another letter was writ­
ten and mailed to Benson and this time 
Burns made certain that Harlan did 
not send any warning. The result was 
that Benson on the receipt of the letter 
informing him that he was needed in 
Washington came on at once, and from 
the New Willard summoned Harlan 
and Valk to visit him. All three men 
were now under the closest surveil­
lance of detectives, and Burns told 
Harlan and Valk to keep the appoint­
ment and to take any money which 
was offered them. The trap was sprung 
and Burns, it is said, has $100 which 
was given to Valk and $200 given to 
Harlan, marked and held for future 
reference. 

An Important Arrest. 
Benson was Immediately arrested 

and taken before the United States 
commissioner. He gave bonds for 
$5,000, but defaulted and skipped to 
New York, where he was again ar­
rested and where he has been fighting 
the removal proceedings ever since. 
The case has at last reached the United 
States supreme court, from which a 
decision is expected soon. 

How Clerics Were Bribed. 
And now just a word here as to the 

skillful way in which the clerks in the 
general land office at Washington and 
the special agencies in the western 
states were approached and finally com­
pletely brought under the control of the 
unprincipled land sharks. One of the 
conspirators would call upon them and 
ask for ordinary information that had 
nothing whatever to do with the land 
steals, and which was perfectly proper 
for the clerks to give. This information 
would require a little research on the 
part of the clerk, and when it was fin­
ished the inquirer professed himself to 
be deeply grateful and on leaving would 
press a $10 bill into the hands of the 
clerk, and if he raised any protests, 
would say: "Oh, give it to your wife." 

Here was a temptation easy to yield 
to, for it seemed so innocent and harm­

less, as he had only furnished informa­
tion which was legitimate and the in­
quirer had merely given an expression 
of gratitude for services rendered. But 
t hat was but the first step. In a few days 
the conspirator would call again and 
want still other information which did 
not have to do with the land cases. Til.; 
clerk, eager to oblige, supplied tlie in­
formation. and $50 offered by the grate­
ful inquirer was more readily accepted 
than the $10 had been. Now the clerk 
was fixed, and when the conspirator 
came out boldly and sought information 
in regard to land cases, and the clerk 
would protest that he could not give it, 
he was coolly informed that he must do 
as he was bid, for he had accepted two 
or three bribes from him already, and if 
it became known he would lose his place 
and perhaps go to the penitentiary. The 
clerk, realizing his position, would 
yield, and in a short time would be deep 
in the meshes of the great conspiracy. 

After Big Game. 
But the big game had not been winged 

as yet. and it was really the big fellows 
which the department was anxious to 
get. But step by step the trail was lead-

Mitchcll and Tanner, and tnat a clause 
in the original partnership agreement 
read: "That all moneys received from 
practicing before the department at 
Washington was to be the exclusive 
profits of John 11. Mitchell." while in 
the agreenici:* presented before the 
grand jury the name of Tauner ap­
peared in the place of Mitchell's. 
Misspelled words in the agreement fur­
nished a clew, and Tanner's son in a 
test before the grand jury misspelled 
those same words, and finally admitted 
that he had written the agreement in 
December, 1904. Judge Tanner was 
now called before the grand jury again, 
and persisted in his former statement 
that tlie agreement was genuine, and 
tlie grand jury promptly indicted him 
for perjury. Later, it is said, lie made 
a confession to Burns, implicating 
Mitchell in the fraud. 

The "Burn-Without-Fail" Letter. 
in the meantime llarry C. Robertson, 

the private secretary of Senator 
Mitchell, at Washington, had been 
subpoenaed as a witness by the gov­
ernment. and on his arrival at Port­
land was immediately taken by Mr. 
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ing up higher and higher, and desperate 
as were the efforts to end the investiga­
tion, powerful as were the influences ex­
erted to discredit the work and place 
Secretary Hitchcok in false light, strong 
as were the counter charges brought 
against the secretary of the interior to 
have him removed, not for an instant 
did he hesitate or pause in his purpose 
to run to the ground every one in any 
way connected with the land frauds, 
whether United States senator or poor 
$1,200 clerk, the tool of the real con­
spirators. 

The first hint from Arizona had led to 
unearthing big frauds in California, and 
now the trail led into Oregon, where the 
confession of Frank H. .Walgamott 
brought about the conviction of a pretty 
bunch of prominent people, among them 
S. A. D. Puter, who is alleged to have 
had dealings with Senator Mitchell in 
the land frauds. From this beginning 
all the timber land prosecutions in the 
state of Oregon started. It is charged 
that a Portland man and a millionaire 
lumber dealer of Minnesota had ac­
quired more than 300,000 acres in Ore­
gon. With the conviction of Puter, 
.McKinley and others. Burns did not rest, 
but proceeded to worm from them in­
formation which resulted in the charges 
of the bribing of United States Senator 
Mitchell, of Portland. 

The plot thickened and as it did so 
the barriers raised to investigation be­
came more determined and effectual. 
But as Secretary Hitchcock and Attor­
ney General Knox came to appreciate 
the extent of the land frauds, they de­
cided to have more legal aid, and Fran­
cis J. Heney, one of the ablest criminal 
lawyers of the Pacific coast, was secured 
to look after the Oregon end of the 
cases. And here is where Senator 
Mitchell and others of the big fry come 
In, and right here is one of the most 
interesting and startling portions of the 
lands fraud story. When the grand 
jury had been summoned and a vigor­
ous investigation begun, Attorney 
Heney tried to induce Senator Mitchell 
to go to Oregon from Washington as a 
witness, but this he at first refused to 
do. But when he was informed that 
matters were becoming serious for him 
and Hermann, they both started for the 
west. 

Startling Developments. 
But if the grand jury could not get 

hold of Senator Mitchell as a witness, 
it could and did secure his law partner, 
Judge A. H. Tanner, and the develop­
ments resulting from his testimony, 
the keen work of the detective and the 
subsequent confession of Judge Tanner 
are almost tragic in their bearing. 
While Tanner refused to produce the 
partnership books kept by the firm of 
Mitchell and Tanner, on the ground that 
it might incriminate him, he did pro­
duce a partnership agreement, dated 
1901, that on its face appeared to be 
genuine. 

But Mr. Burns thought differently. 
To make a long story short, the clever 
detective noted that the agreement was 
written on paper which bore the water­
mark of Edinample. The books of the 
firm showed that the first-Edinample 
bond paper purchase had been made 
on March 30, 1903, almost tliree years 
subsequent to the writing of their origi­
nal partnership agreement. Burns also 
noted that the document had been writ­
ten on a typewriter using a black rib­
bon, and investigation proved that dur­
ing the period between 1901 and 1905 
green and purple ribbons had been 
used, and that black was used for the 
first time in December, 1904. It wa3 
discovered also that the profits of the 
concern were divided equally between 

: Burns before the grand jury. It was 
I believed that he was carrying an im-
i portant letter from Mitchell to Tanner, 
j and this letter was demanded by the 
I jury, and reluctantly surrendered. 

Here was the most sensational bit of 
evidence yet produced. The letter was 
widely published at the time of its dis­
covery. but this article would not be 
complete without quoting a portion of 
the document to which Senator Mitchell 
had appended the solemn admonition: 
"Burn this without fail: 

"You must not got rattled or uinrmeil," 
Senator Mitchell wrote. "Hurry will 
doubtless identify the caiiurtnei ship arti­
cles of 190t as having been prepared by 
liim. See htm at once on 1:1h arrival. Don't 
be interviewed until 1 see you. And this 
Is strictly confidential—don't tell Harry, 
your sun or anyone. Can't you immediate­
ly on receipt of this drop everything ami 
come direct here? tiring with you in 
trunk, but don't let your family or anyone 
know, all the company's books, clay ledger, 
all of them, also your bank book, as 1 am 
extremely anxious lo see for myself pre­
cisely what the books show, besides it is 
important that we should talk over with 
Fulton, who is to help to defend me, in 
regard to the eases. I hope you can come; 
if so. don't let a soul know you are com­
ing, not even Harry, and If you conclude 
to come wire mo as follows: 'Johnson 
leaves dtract for Washington this even-

! ing—-Tanner." I do hope you can come and 
i immediately, before you are called upon be-
• lore the grund jury. Slnrerelv vour friend, 

"JOHN H. MITCIIKI.L." 
|  "Don't show Harry this letter nor tell 
j him anything in It. Don't let him sue our 

book.". Tell him nothing. 
i "Keep all important letters in safe, and 
|  safe, and office carefully lockerf, as those 

i scoundrels will set In it" possible. 
i "Burn this without fail." 
! The dramatic scene in the senate 

chamber at Washington where, before 
his colleagues, Senator Mitchell solemn­
ly. and tearfully, and vehemently, de­
clared his innocence of the charges 
brought against him, is still fresh in the 
public mind, but the courts at Portland 
will have to decide that point. 

How the "System" Worked. 
And now a word about "the system" 

by which it was possible to perpetrate 
such gigantic frauds against the govern­
ment and steal whole townships of val­
uable timber land, much of which was 
made up of giant trees ranging iu size 
from 30 to over 50 feet in diameter, and 
from 200 to nearly 500 feet in height. 
It must be admitted at the start that 
the laws of the United States made easy 
the system and invited the unscrupulous 
to defraud the government. The act 
of June 4, 1897, allows the exchange of 
lands within the limits of United States 
forest reserves, by the owner thereof, 
for other public lands outside of the re­
serves. Under the pretense of acquiring 
school lands as settlers innumerable 
sections would be taken up by organ­
ized'raiders under applications signed 
with fictitious and forged names. At 
first five and ten dollars apiece were 
paid for these signatures, which were 
obtained from all classes of people. But 
after awhile this was considered a use­
less waste of money, and the conspira­
tors boldly forged the names as neces­
sity demanded. These applications for 
land with the forged names signed to 
them would be sent to notaries public 
and indorsed as though the persons 
whose names were attached to the pa­
pers had made the applications. At the 
same time deeds would be sworn to or 
assignments made out and names forged 
lo them, the assignments always being 
made out to the firm that instigated the 
proceedings, or to some one who would 
accept the titles in their behalf, the 
state law providing that after an appli­
cation for purchase had been legally 
filed the applicant might assign the 
land. In this manner patents to some­
thing like 150,000 acres of school lands 
in California and Oregon were fraudu­
lently obtained. These selections were 
of the very best public lands, including 
large tracts of the finest timber lands 

that can be found In the public domain. 
By the creation of forest reserves 

within the states of California and Ore­
gon—generally in the mountainous 
regions—large tracts of undisposed 
school lands, frequently of a worthless 
charactcr, were included in such re­
serves. Under the act of June 4. 1897, 
referred lo above, these states could re­
linquish the school lands to the United 
Slates and select other lands outside of 
the forest reserves in lieu of them, sell­
ing these lands thus selected at prices 
from five to 20 limes as much as the 
prices that could be obtained for school 
land inside the forest reserves before 
the government withdrew them. In 
this way the land grabbers have ac­
quired school lands for which they paid 
$1.25 an acre, and sold for $5 to $20 an 
acre. 

Government Employes Involved. 
"The system" extended to Washing­

ton, for to further their schemes em­
ployes in the general land office< there, 
who had been drawn into the conspiracy 
by liberal bribes, kept certain men in­
formed regarding the exact date when 
the withdrawals of land would be niad-3 
for the purpose of creating new forest 
reserves. The advance information 
thus obtained would enable them to tile 
in the state land office their fictitious ap­
plications to purchase school lands 
within such forest reserves ahead of 
anyone not in the combination. Arthur 
B. Pugh, In his report to the secretary 
of the interior, stated that one firm had 
secured in this way the filing of appli­
cations to purchase about 240,000 acres 
of school lands within proposed forest 
reserves, the withdrawals for which 
were made only a few months previous 
to the beginning of the Investigation. 

And now as to the railroads. Under 
similar provision they were able to ac­
quire thousands of acres of valuable 
land. The Northern Pacific obtained 
400.000 acres of Oregon timber land by 
relinquishing desert land and locating 
script received for it. Although the 
road has but 40 miles of track in Oregon, 
it obtained large tracts of valuable tim­
ber lands, and the exchange of this 
400,000-acre grant for limber lands In 
Oregon is at present the subject of in­
vestigation by the legislature of Ore­
gon. 

The Government Position. 
Mr. Pugh, as attorney for the interior 

department, in speaking of the govern­
ment's position in the case, says: 

"There Is no doubt that a great conspir­
acy can lie shown in those cases and that 
the exchange of these lands with fictitious 
titles for lands with perfcct titles would be 
a gross fraud upon the government. This 
was one of tin; most ingeniously planned 
and deeply laid conspiracies to defraud tho 
United States that the government has had 
to deal with. While the school lands used 
us a basis for the selections under the act 
of Jure 4, IS97, are located within the states 
of California and Oregon, the public lands 
selected in exchange for such school lands 
are scattered throughout the various public 
land! states and territories. The very best 
of the undisposed of lands were selected 
in exchange, in the timbered sections th« 
mom valued timbered lam's were taken, 
iu the arid regions, land containing 

."prings, or oil which sources of water sup­
ply were found, were taken. If the fraudu­
lent actions had not been arrested thero 
would have been obtained ill this manner 
patents front the government to hundreds 
of thousands of acres of the very best pub­
lic lands." 

FIND SUBSTITUTE FOR HAIR 

French and German Chemists Devise 
an Extraordinary Process of Mak­

ing Locks from Collodion. 

Washington.—Invention has now 
found a substitute for human hair. It 
was discovered incidentally iu a long 
quest for some method for making arti­
ficial silk. After 150 years of failure a 
French and a German chemist have 
solved the artificial silk problem, and 
the department of commerce and labor 
is informed that factories are soon to 
be started in the United States lor mak­
ing silk from collodion. The same fac­
tories will make hair for wigs, scratch­
es, switches, and other comforts of 
baldness. 

In the matter of hair for the head, 
nature has not been able to keep up with 
art. The collodion-spun hair is lighter, 
softer, cheaper and altogether better 
than hair cropped from the human head. 

The inventors of the artificial silk 
process are Dr. Lehner, of Augsburg, 
and Count Hilarirede Chardonnet, ol 
Paris. Two factories are running in 
Germany, two in Switzerland and one 
at Besancon, in France, turning out th« 
product, of which one of the German 
factories sold the United States $138,31C 
worth last year. 

Cellulose is the basis of the artificial 
silk, and this is obtained generally 
from carded cotton, although it ma) 
also be obtained from corn and othei 
grains. After being subjected to cer­
tain secret chemical treatments, it is 
spun wet into the brilliant threads such 
as the silk worm spins to make its coc-
coon. 

JOKE TO COST THEM $10,000 
Tenderfoot Sues Hen Who Held Him 

Up "Just for Fun" for 
Big Sum. 

Tacoma, Wash.—A practical joke 
played upon a tenderfoot has resulted 
in a suit for $10,000 damages against 
seven men at Lewiston. Idaho. 

Ray Naanes, recently from Kokomo. 
Ind., was the victim of a fake hold-up 
at Waha, Idaho, several weeks ago. 
He was employed by John Hames, wha 
conduct the post office, store and ho­
tel at Waha. 

The defendants, it is alleged, fright­
ened him by telling him how fast ten-
derfeet were killed off in that part of 
the country. One man rode up lead­
ing a riderless horse and told Naanes 
how his partner had been killed and 
he was hurrying out of the country. 
The climax came when Naanes and 
others were held up In the store. 

Two of the defendants, with coffee 
sacks as masks,entered the store, armed 
with revolvers, and ordered the men in­
side to hold up their hands. 

The complaint adds that Naanes was 
recovering from appendicitis, and that 
the fright has made him permanently 
ill. He is now at Lewiston under a 
physician's care.. 

Argentine States. 
The Argentine states have greater in­

dividuality than ours. They may. with 
the consent of congress, make treaties 
for the fostering of industry, immigra­
tion, colonization, railways and canals 

What's Han to Do? 
The average woman thinks it's just 

horrid if her husband is jealous of her, 
and just horrid if he isn't, so there yot 
are.—N. Y. Times. 
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Cavalry's Weapea te B* 
and Sharp Bad 

. Keplaced by 
,  ̂ a Half* Bdga. 

Military esparto of the Uatte£ States j 
army have been watching with keen la-j 
terest the conflict la the far wt and" 
have been quick to note the directions, 
in which improvements caa be made in. 
the equipments of our soldiers, aad. in 
fighting methods. It has become evldent; 
tbat the band-to-hand conflicts in thei 
trenches and in the open will decide the 
battle of the future, and for this reason-
Secretary of War Taft has just issued' 
an order that blunt sabers of the cavalry 
should be sharpened to a keen edge. An­
other change which is likely to be made 
soon is the adoption of the knife bayo­
net. This is the old-fashioned attach­
ment of the Krag-Jorgensen rifle, but' 
is more effective than the short rodbay-
cner of the new army rifle recently 
adopted, and for this reason a great 
prejudice has developed against the lat-. 
ter. 

The army saber has been regarded as 
an obsolete weapon for the past 10 years 
or more. Now It is coming to the front; 
again. So useless has it been considered! 
that up to a month ago our government 
had not bought any since the civil war/ 
Secretary Taft has just entered into a 
contract for the purchase of a large num­
ber of sabers from the Ames Swordj 
company, of Chickopee Falls, Mass. An; 
order for several thousand has also been 
placed with the Springfield arsenal. : 

The command to sharpen the edges 
of the instruments applies to officers as 
well as to enlisted men. The cavalry-; 
men will now be drilled with more care 
in the flourishing of their blades so that' 
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NKW AXD OLD ARMY RIFMiS AND 
ARMY 8ABBR. 

they will not be snlppingNW.'i>'iHJ0~o 
'ears or gouging out their chotks with 
careless sweeps. 

Following out instructions front the 
president, a board of special offlcere is 
considering the advisability of dropping 
the rod bayonet that was adopted only 
a few years ago. This device wus one 
of the developments of the Boer war. 
That conflict made it appear that the' 
days of hand-to-hand fights between op­
posing armies had passed, and that long 
range arlillery duels would determine 
the victories of the future. Accordingly 
the old knife bayonet, which had been, 
employed in our army for yean, and 
with which our soldiers could cut down 
an enemy, or throw up entrenchments; 
with equal facility, was tossed on to 
the junk heap. In its place was substi­
tuted a slender rod with a pointed.«nd.^ 
which is described by officers as nei­
ther a good ramrod nor a good bayo­
net. 

This rod bayonet was adopted at the.' 
time the Krag-Jorgensen was aban­
doned for the new Springfield rifle. The 
latter weapon has a barrel six inches, 
shorter than the Krag, and measures but 
24 inches. This makes the rifle used by; 
the American troops the shortest carried; 
by soldiers anywhere in the world. Ex­
tended experiments with 24 aad 30-inch! 
rifles showed that the shorter typeeovld: 
be adopted without loss of accuracy or' 
penetrating power. Instead of inereas-: 
ing the length of the bayonet to make up> ; 
for the lack of "reach" of the gun pcop-j 
er, this attachment was shortened also., 
Now, the strategists of the war depart­
ment realize that the army is equipped-
with a rifle that is anywhere from seven! 
inches to a foot and a half shorter than) 
those used by the leading military na­
tions. In view of the reports of battle* 
that are being won in the far east by 
bayonet charges, this fact is giving much 
concern not only to SecrMary Taft and) 
megnbers of the general staff, but to Pre*-
ident Roosevelt as well. 

The length of the United States army-
service rifle with bayonet Is only 64* 
inches. The extreme length of the La­
bel rifle, with which the French army;~ 
is equipped is 71.85 inches, or a foot, 
hnd a half longer than the new Spring-' 
field. Germany clings to the Manser, 
rifle, with an extreme length of 89.4M 
inches or 15.59 inches longer than onra/ 
The rifle employed by the Russians Is of; 
the Mouzin pattern and measures €8.11' 
inches from butt to bayonet Up. Thai 
Japanese weapon is a -trite less thaw 
three inches shorter. English troops 
are equipped with the Lee- Metfbrdrlfle^ 
which is the shortest weapon In use, ex­
cepting the new 8prlngfleld. It mass- . •' 
ures 61.45 Inches and is 7.45 inches iong-
er than ours. The greatest objection to 
the rod bayonet is based on thefea^ that 
our soldiers, realizing that ^thfel lie at 
a big disadvantage la the mitter 
"reach" when it corns* to a 
band struggle, will shrink Dram eotli-
slons and give way at the cradal 
meat of combat. 

Insaltinff. 
Lawyer (crtw-eramiain yl»—s) . 

Where was your n»ald^ ft th* time, 
madam? ^ ^ 

Lady-She was |a 
Ing my hair. z J n , 

Lawyer—And were yotf ther* ilifot r 
LM, 


