
Story of the Greatest 
iBank Steal of the Age 

Looting of First National Bank of Milwaukee, 
- by President Frank G. Bigelow. 

SPECULATION AND RECKLESS SON i BRIM RUIN 

Man in Whose Hands Had Been Placed Vast Trusts 
-Proves Faithless and Is Self-Confessed Defaulter 

to the Amount of Millions—May Wheatii! 
Detvl Figures in the Cra.sh. 

The table of assets, with the valua­
tions placed upon them by Mr. Bigelow 
himself, is as follows: 
Life insurance policies, face value. .$600,000 
1.850 shares First national bank stock. 3T0,U»0 
17,200 (shares National Electric stock. 48,000 
1.600 acres of coal land in Colorado... CO,000 
6.200 shares in Del Norte company.... 1S0.W0 
8hares in Idaho company 3»,000 
Preferred stock, McKenna Process 

company, Pittsburg 
Common stock. McKennu Process 

25,000 

Milwaukee, Wis.—It has been de­
clared that all the world's a stage and 
every man as an actor in the human 
drama of life plays his part. At the 
present moment Milwaukee, the me­
tropolis of Wisconsin, the great city 
on the shores of Lake Michigan, second 
only to Chicago in its financial and 
commercial importance, .has shifted its 
busy scenes to the center of the stage, 
has trotted out in unexpected and 
startling manner the star performer in 
the person of the president of the First 
national bank of the city, and has held 

. the public of the entire country spell­
bound by his amazing manipulation of 
the millions of other people's money. 
Now you see it and now you don't. 

By Way of Contrast. 
Yesterday Frank G. Bigelow, head 

of Milwaukee's largest financial in­
stitution; to-day a self-confessed de­
faulter to the amount of millions, no 
one seems to know exactly how much, 
for each day brings to light some new-
trust betrayed, some fresh amount of 
loss to add to the startlingly large 
total. 

Yesterday he was the influential di­
rector in a dozen or more different 
financial and business concerns; to­
day they are dropping his name one by 
one, and assuring their clientele and 
the public that he no longer has any 
eonnection with the business. 

Yesterda^ Banker Bigelow was 
pointed out with pride by the people 
of Milwaukee as one of their most 
honored and successful financiers; to­
day as he walks the streets by virtue 
of a bail bond, he is pointed out as 
the man before whom the black walls 
of the grim prison are slowly rearing. 

Yesterday he and his family wvre 
among the social leaders of the city, 
yesterday their palatial home on As-
tor street was the center of Milwau­
kee's social life, yesterday one con­
sidered himself fortunate to know 
Frank G. Bigelow, and to be known of 
him; but to-day all this has changed. 

Social prestige is gone, an honored 
name is tarnished, % home is blighted, 
the palatial home swept away in the 
ruin, and the future made dark by the 
certain harvest which always comes 
sooner or later from wrongdoing. 

Is it any wonder that Milwaukee has 
the center of the stage and that the 
public has sat spellbound; day after 

losses, either by the direct plunging of 
Banker Bigelow in his frenzied effort 
to make good the millions lost in 
Wall street, or the plunging of his son, 
Gordon Bigelow, whose financial back­
er he has apparently always been. 
The latest story is that Gates got out 
of the deal with a whole skin and a 
handsome-proAt:to boot, and that the 
heavy losses caused by the breaking 
of the corner and the dropping of the 
price of May wheat from $1.21% to 
98^ cents, fell on the tailers whose 
holdings in some cases were enormous, 
as is evident from the fact that one 
line of 700,000 bushels for an outsider 
was bought at $1.19, nearly the maxi­
mum price reached. And it is more 
than likely that Bigelow was caught 
for a big sum, and it was this loss 
| which precipitated the exposure. If 
; John W. Gates made by the deal, there 
| are those who are firm in the belief 
| that Bigelow's losses helped to cover 

the Gates losses and leave the latter 
a handsome margin. And so the 
sensational May wheat corner, which 
is a story of fascinating interest by it­
self, figures in this drama from Mil­
waukee. - It is one of the side lights 
that throws in fresh coloring and gives 
increased dash to the scene. 

The Lessons. 
And then the clerk that uncovered 

the steal, the directors that brought 
trie transgressor face to face with his 
crime, the frenzied public which 
stormed the doors of the bank to re­
cover its money, the flight of Chicago 
bankers with millions to the rescue of 
the imperiled bank, these all play 
their thrilling part in this remarkable 
drama. Such it is as it has been 
played on the stage of life. Perhaps 
some playwright will here catch the 
inspiration which will enable him to 
present a strong drama, whose lessons 
shall be the necessity of honesty and 
integrity, the danger of speculation, es­
pecially with other people's money, the 
certainty of a harvest from the sowing 
of wild, reckless and dishonest seeds, 
and the absolute truth of the Divine 
declaration: "Be sure your sin will 
find you out." 

* Nearly $4,000,000 Losses.• 
The revised schedules show a total 

liability on the part of Mr. Bigelow of 
13,277,000, of which $1,975,000 is wholly 
or in part secured. Of the remainder 
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day as slowly but purely the story has 
come put of one of the greatest bank 
steals of the age? Is It any wonder 
that on every hand one hears the Ques­
tions gasped in amazement: How did 
it happen? How could he do it? 
Where did the money so to? 

Others Involved. 
" And as we ask the questions we are 
reminded that Banker Bigelow is hot 
the only one who is playing a part }ii 
this startling drama. On the stage 
with him there appears at least one 
of the bank clerks, Henry G. Goll, as­
sistant cashier, who helped to falsify 
the accounts to cover the defalcation. 
We say be appears on the stage! We 
must qualify that statement and say 
that figuratively speaking for the pur­
poses of this story he appears. But the 
fact of the matter is ,that he has dis­
appeared, and the police in every city 
in the United States and Canada are 
looking for him, and it Is not known 
how much money disappeared with 
him. 

Disastrous May Wheat Deal. 
The May wheat deal, in which; it; is 

said that John W. Gates, the manipu­
lator of the attempted corner, did 
and did not lose a fortune, figures 
a good many million bushels, "it is 
thought, in the story of the bank 

11,110,000 is a secondary liability on 
notes and bills discounted, in which 
Bigelow figure* as indorser. These 
items are notes of the National Elec­
tric company, the Grand Rapids Edi­
son company and S. W. Watkins, and 
are evidently - connected with the 
financing of the National Electric com­
pany. The balance, $192,000, repre­
sents unsecured loans, the largest one 
being an indebtedness of $100,000 to 
the Broadhead estate, of which Bige­
low was executor. 

Schedule Filed by Bigelow. 
The schedule of assets and liabilities 

filed by Mr. Bigelow is as follows: 
First national bank, Milwaukee....$1,600,000 
Wisconsin national bank, Milwau­

kee 50,000 
Second Ward savings bank, Mil­

waukee 73,000 
German-American bank, Milwau­

kee 40,000 
Marine national bank, Milwaukee. 2»,000 
National City bank. New York.... £0,000 
National Bank of Commerce, New 

York 60,000 
First national bank, Chicago 60,000 
National Park bank. New York— 50,000 
National Bank of Commerce, St. 

Louis 60,000 

Total ...41,975,000 
Unsecured creditors are as follows: 

Broadhead estate $100,000 
Caroline E. James 50,000 
Caroline Watkins 24,000 
Mrs. Kann (name doubtful) 9,000 
E. B. Williams 9,000 

Total . *192,000 

company 6,080 
Comanche Mining & Smelting stock. 36,000 
Chicago Highland association stock. 7,000 
Slock in national bank, Atlanta 3,000 
Pond du l.ae bank stock..*. 1,500 
Northwestern Iron company stock.. lo.ouu 
Shares in Zion Furnace company, Ash­

land S.000 
Notes of sundry individuals 40,o00 
Shares Grand Rapids Edison com­

pany £0,000 
Camp Real Estate company 80,000 
Shares in Milwaukee iron works 15,000 
2,500 shares J. L. Gates' .Land com-

puny 100,000 
Homestead Is Included. 

Included in the schedule is Mr. Bige­
low's home at Astor and Knapp 
streets, on which he places a valua­
tion of $40,000, which, less the exemp­
tion allowed by law on a homestead, is 
valued at $35,000. The schedule of as­
sets is as follows: 
Furniture $26,000 
Horses 2,000 
Carriages 5"<!5 
Books 10,000 
House 40,000 

Total ....$90,000 
Methods of the Looters. 

Little by little the details of the 
manner in which Bigelow. and his ac­
complices worked are coming out, and 
to-day for the first time it was re­
vealed how the steals were discovered. 
The first dip into the bank's funds, it 
is said, was made only viiree months 
ago, since which time Frank G. Bige­
low has undone the enviable career 
he had been 30 years in building. The 
first false entry was late in January, 
on the same day that $200,000 was 
sent to a New York depository. The 
amount covered by the false entry was 
$100,000. 

Assistant Cashier Goll and two 
bookkeepers, whose names are with­
held by the bank officers, handled the 
books in which the reserves were re­
corded. This ring was established by 
Bigelow with a promise, it is said, of 
reward to all connected. All the 
funds for reserve were directed by 
Bigelow. In the three months, it is es­
timated, from casual examination, just 
about one-half the amount shown by 
the entries was remitted to the de­
positories in other cities. 

After the first shortage in the re­
serve funds, the system became more 
complicated. The mails which brought 
the regular statements and the ac­
counts from the depositories were care­
fully watched and held out from the 
regular course of business, and it is 
said that Goll now has the package of 
correct statements on his person. 

His Business Connections.: 
And this man whom reckless specu­

lation has led to criminal acts, has 
sacrificed wide business connection 
and influence, for not" only was he 
president of the First national bank 
of this city, but he was identified with 
the: 

Bankers' National association. 
Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance 

company. 
National Electric company. 
Milwaukee Trust company. 
North American company. 
Wisconsin Telephone company. 
Milwaukee Chamber of Commerce. 
Merchants' and Manufacturers' asso­

ciation. 
Soctklly he was a member of the: 
Milwaukee club. 
Town club. 
Country club. 
Deutscher Athletic club. 

Positions He Has Held. 
He has been a: 
Receiver for the Northern Pacific 

railway. 
Commissioner of public debt. 
President of the Bankers' associa­

tion. 
Candidate for United States treas­

urer. _ 
He has: 
Three daughters—Mrs. Bernard Beck­

er, Mrs. Arthur N. McGooch and Miss 
Elizabeth Bigelow. 

Four sons—Gordon, Tom, Garth and 
Lester. 

His wife is one of the sweetest, most 
lovable women of the city. His home 
life was ideal, his charities were most 
extensive, his personal habits most 
exemplary, his love for the highest 
and best so marked that he has al­
ways been spoken of as a "good man." 

How then in five months, with honor 
high perched on his name, could he do 
what he has done? 

The Dramatic Exposure. 
Breaking the news of the great bank 

looting was attended by dramatic 
scenes. 

When Charles F. Pflster, the "Duke 
of Milwaukee," called his 11 fellow1 

directors into the secrecy of a room in 
his hotel and told them, the financiers 
were struck almost speechless and re­
fused to believe it. Pflster was the 
first director to learn of the defalca­
tion. 

A minor clerk, whose identity has 
thus far been concealed, went to Mr. 
Pfister's residence late Friday night. 
Pflster had retired and the servants 
refused to awaken him, but the clerk 
created such a disturbance that he 
finally was awakened. 

"Something is wrong at the bank," 
said the clerk to the millionaire. "I 
have worried about it night and day 
for a week. I- cannot be silent any 
longer." 

"Why haven't you told Mr. Bige­
low?" inquired the disturbed million­
aire, referring to the trusted president. 

Somebody Else Should Know. • 
"Because I believed somebody above 

Mr. Bigelow should know," replied the 
clerk, significantly. 

Questioned by the surprised director, 
who thought the matter trivial, the 
clerk said: 

"I was told to enter the amounts of 
our cash accounts in the Chicago 
banks. It was part of my duty. As­
sistant Cashier Henry Goll stopped me 
and said he would attend to it. Mr. 
Goll has taken charge of other work 
of mine and changed entries. Mr. Bige­
low has turned certain other men on 
my work." 

On Saturday Pflster personally di­
rected a hasty examination of the 
books identified by the suspicious 
clerk. 

The false entries were quickly ap­
parent. Other clerks each declared 
President Bigelow responsible. 

Staggered by his discovery, Pflster 
ran back to the president's office, burst 
through the door unannounced, and 

stood excitedly confronting Bigelow at 
his desk. 

"Bigelow, You Are a Defaulter." 
"Bigelow. you are a defaulter!" 

Pflster shouted, excitedly. 
"Oh. my God," he cried. "I am 

ruined, ruined, ruined!" 
Bigelow seemed about to faint. 

Neither man spoke for several mo­
ments. 

"I have fallen with the grain mar­
ket." said Bigelow. finally. 

"How much?" asked Pfister. "Tell 
me all." 

"One million two hundred thousand, 
as well as I know," said Bigelow. 

Pfister rushed from the bank to bis 
hotel and issued hasty messages sum­
moning every one of the bank direc­
tors to a meeting in his hotel that 
night at eight o'clock. 

His face twitching with emotion. 
Pfister faced the men and announced: 

"Gentlemen, a defalcation of over 

"His glorious smile would give a 
gleam of welcome and hope to «h« 
humblest of those seeking bis aid aid 
wiib the smile would go the help 

| needed. It is said here that he lias 
j started a thousand young men in bust-
! ness and that not one of them has 
; failed." 
. Has Sympathy of Many. ^ 

Then this friend adds: 
I "The law can have no pity, can 
I make no exceptions; but you who 
judge (his man. remember the other 
side; remember that there are thou­
sands of us whose hearts are bleeding 
for the man we love, for this man who 
has stood by us in our hours of trouble: 
remember this and be charitable." 

In the face of such a tribute can the 
psychologist answer why from Decem­
ber last to April 21 of this year Frank 
Bibelow, day after day, connived at the 
falsification of the nooks of his bank, 
made an assistant cashier and possibly 

i NEWSPAPER Ml 
AS A RULE FINDS JOURNALISM 

A DESIRABLE PROFESSION. 

BANK 
VJND5 

g.fflMMli 

D/GELOW'S HOME 

ORSON 5MITH J.A.forgan. E.A HAM ILL. 
CH/C/IGO* SAMMS TMMSVR N MMM STORES 
W OF FMRA/HTM/N MARS/VA/WRM -

P#£C/P/R/M?/>M?ARM£ 

$1,000,000 has been discovered at our 
bank." 

"Who is guilty?" was Anally asked. 
"Frank G. Bigelow," responded 

Pflster, impressively. 
The directors were literally struck 

speechless for a moment. Then sev­
eral expressed disbelief, and asked 
what proof existed. 

"Mr. Bigelow has confessed to me 
himself," declared Pflster. "He says 
his. shortage is $1,200,000." 

A meeting of the directors, with 
President Bigelow present, was hastily 
arranged. The defaulter seemed re­
lieved by the discovery, and appeared 
before the directors and calmly spoke 
his confession. 

Another story has it that William 
Bigelow, vice president of the looted 
bank, and brother of the defaulter, ex­
posed the shortage, although at the 
time he suspected other officials of the 
bank instead of bis brother. 

Bankers Save the Day. 
When the extent of the defalcation 

became known, naturally a run was 
started on the bank and to meet the 
emergency and restore confidence, 
more than $10,000,000 in actual 
money was raised within two days to 
stop the run of frightened depositors 
and save the greatest bank of Milwau­
kee from being swept from existence. 
The panic was stopped by the formid­
able array of money, but to accomplish 
this there was the most remarkable 
rapid assembling of cash in decades. 

Chicago bankers contributed $1,000,-
000 of the total, the metropolitan finan­
ciers being first to go to the'rescue of 
their imperiled brothers of Milwaukee. 
Another million was furnished by 
the Milwaukee clearing house. In ad­
dition the other banks of Milwaukee 
called in $2,000,000 of their reserve 
funds for emergency purposes. 

The U directors of the robbed bank 
contributed a total of $1,635,000 by per­
sonal pledges from their private for­
tunes, which aggregated more than 
$20,000,000. 

Only last September in addressing the 
American Bankers' association in the 
Waldorf-Astoria, New York city, Bank­
er Bigelow, who at that time was 
looked upon as one of the lights and 
authorities of the banking world, said: 

"However much prejudice there may 
appear to be at times against bankers, 
our business is of the utmost useful­
ness and importance and the right pur­
suit of It, in its broader and better as­
pects, requires all the courage and all 
the conservatism we can demand." 

Then be recited Robert Louis Stev­
enson's prayer: 

To be honest, to be kind; to earn a little 
and to spend a little less; to renounce when 
'that shall be necessary, and not to be em­
bittered; to keep a few friends, but those 
without capitulation; above all, on the same 
grim condition to keep friends with himself 
—here is a task for all that a man has of 
fortitude and delicacy. 

To-day he stands self-confessed to 
having done all that his utterances of 
last year forbade. 

*Then he quoted the old lines: 
Our little systems have their day; 
They have their day and cease to be. 
' ' Now for the Reckoning. 

His "system" has had its day and 
come to the full light of the law—he 
before the bar of justice; at home, a 
wet-eyed wife; on the streets, dishon­
ored friends; in the distance, the gates 
ajar of a prison. 

A Friend's Testimony. 
Yet in his darkest hour a friend 

writes of him: 
"He was a humanitarian of the 

broadest type. He has made more 
young business men than any man in 
the middle west. He loved young men. 
He loved children. Never yet have I 
heard of a worthy young man in busi­
ness trouble being turned away by 
him. 

two bookkeepers criminals, and one 
of these a fugitive from justice, 
plundered his institution tot nearly 
$1,500,000 and then wheu self-cou-
fessed says: 

"I have no excuse to offer for what 
I have done; my family knew nothing 
of the condition of affairs." 

Character Study of the Son. 
The friend quoted above says of 

Gordon Bigelow, the son: 
"As a young man he sowed his wild 

oats and he sowed them thick and 
plentiful, but though the oats were 
wild they were clean, there was no 
rust on them. The father's heart bled, 
but it never hardened against liis boy. 
Mayhap, as is the way With beam, it 
softened a bit with the bleeding. As 
often as the boy would fall the lather 
would start him with a dean slate. 
He had done it for other boys. Could 
he do less for his own? And the hoy 
became a man and put his boyish ways 
behind him, but he was still masterful, 
still the leader of the gang. He took 
dips into the stock market and won. 

"He invested in manufacturing en­
terprises, and won. lie bought wheat, 
and won. The week before the crash 
in Milwaukee they talked of Gordou 
Bigelow as a broker who had arrived. 

"Through it all the father had 
helped him, but he had not. guided. 
The boy was not that sort. He worked 
on his own initiative. The father saw 
his successes, his level judgment, his 
foresight, his almost intuitive knowl­
edge of the game. He loved the boy— 
this boy who had made his heart bleed, 
and he was growing proud of him." 

Invested in Many Projects. 
"Bigelow and his father put their 

money into everything that looked as 
if it had a chance of success," said a 
board of trade man. "They backed one 
of the wildest cement enterprises I 
ever heard of and I suppose lost 
money on it. They handled municipal 
contracts, built water works and elec­
tric roads. Anybody who needed 
money for one" kind of enterprise or 
another could go to the Blgelows and 
get a start if he could make the slight­
est showing." 

'WITTENBERG EXPRESS." 

Droll Conveyance Bearing That Dig­
nified Name in the Ger­

man Town. 

Not many years ago, on the high­
roads about Wittenburg, in Germany, 
travelers frequently met an old woman 
trudging slowly along, pushing before 
her a light wheelbarrow loaded with 
bundles and parcels, writes Gerrish El-
dredge, in "Queer Carriers," in St. Nich­
olas. The old woman was at least CO, 
but she was so cheerful and uncomplain­
ing that the people had no hesitation in 
employing her. She had. many knick-
nacks and parcels to carry to and from 
the city, into which, three or^4our times 
a week, she pushed her barrow, which 
folks called the "Wittenberg express." 
This plucky old woman walked with her 
express wheelbarrow at least ten miles 
each trip, and her earniBgs, a small fee 
for each parcel, served to support her­
self and her two invalid daughters, 
who could do only a little sewing. The 
old woman would allow no one to pity 
her; she liked the work, -she said, and 
was only sorry that as she grew older 
she could not make such frequent trips 
for her earnings were helping herself 
and her children. 

Fact About Sunlight. 
The camera has proved that the 

light on a bright day is 18,000 times 
stronger at the seashore and 5,000 
times stronger on the sunny side of 
a street than in the ordinary shaded 
and curtained rooms of a city home. 

f t ,  •  •  t i t  
As a Reporter Her Dress Should Not 

Be Mannish—No Long Novitiate 
Required of the Clever Girl—A 
Country Newspaper the Best of 
Training Schools. 

BY MARGARET E. SANCSTER. 
(Copyright, 1905. by Joseph 13. Bowies.) 

A new profession has opened inviting­
ly before ambitious girls, who do not 
wish to be tied fast to the schoolroom, 
or obliged to earn their living in any of 
the old peculiarly feminine ways. 
Thousands of girls find occupation still 
in what may be called womanly handi­
crafts of one or another variety, but 
there are girls who do not wish to cook, 
to sew, to embroider, to design fashions, 
or make pictures, and to them journal­
ism is especially tempting. 

What are the real needs of the news­
paper woman? How is she to fit herself 
for her work? Where shall she find an 
open door? What price shall she pay for 
her technique? As compared with music 
or medicine or illustrative art, how long 
a novitiate must she serve before she 
fan reach an enviable position? What 
is the limit of advancement to which she 
may aspire? These questions are per­
tinent. They are asked by city girls and 
country girls, by girls on the farm and 
girls who have grown up in thriving 
communities where nine women out of 
ten expect to be self-supporting. 

Ih the first place, the girl who would 
become a newspaper woman must not 
be afraid of hard work. She must pos­
sess good health, good temper and good 
spirits. In beginning, her foot will be 
cm the lowest round of the ladder. If 
accepted as a reporter her hours will be 
irregular, and her pay at first will be 
small. She will probably write at space 
rates, and these are regulated by the 
locality and the paper on which she is 
employed. 

I might say, too, that ability to write 
is essential, and that she who can see 
quickly what is interesting about her, 
who can describe it accurately, with a 
piquant flavor or a dash of humor, and 
above all she who can write good, brief, 
telling paragraphs, will find herself 
among the wanted. 

A trustworthy memory is indispens­
able, and as well good manners are never 
thrown away, since they give a woman 
access and' ingress where otherwise she 
would be denied. Because the hours are 
long and irregular, and because a wom­
an must have courage enough to go 
wherever she is sent, health, I repeat, is 
a requisite. The newspaper woman asks 
nothing by way of special courtesy for 
her sex, though she need fear no rude­
ness on the part of editors or fellow re­
porters, men In newspaper work being 
almost uniformly courteous and consid­
erate in their treatment of the women 
who serve on the staff with them. 

woman reporter must be imper­
sonal. Her dress should by no means be 
mannish; but it should be trim, neat and 
unobtrusive. In the streets of a great 
city she is safe by night or by (lay, quite 
as safe in the hours between midnight 
and dawn as at high neon, if she simply 
goes about her work without a 
thought of herself or the anticipation 
of insult. 

A prominent newspaper woman has 
said: "Men like womanly women, but 
still fhey don't want any clinging-vine 
business about a newspaper office. If 
a woman will only bo natural and use 
common sense, she will get along all 
right, but if she does otherwise, she may 
complain as some would-be newspaper 
women do, that newspaper men treat 
them badly." 

* • 

Just as a soldier is obliged to obey or­
ders, so the successful newspaper wom­
an must be willing to do what she is told, 
go where she is sent, brave all kinds of 
weather, and make light of every trifling 
inconvenience. By way of preparation, 
she will need a good common school 
education, the ability to write a legible 
band, to punctuate properly, to spell 
correctly, and to express herself in 
good English. This last is absolutely 
imperative. Do not for a moment under­
rate English grammar and good spell­
ing, if you aspire to earning a living as 
a newspaper woman. 

The price to be paid for a place at the 
top in this profession, as in any other, 
is the price of personal consecration. 
The work must be put before pleasure, 
before social engagements, before vis­
its to dear ones at household anni­
versaries. A great deal of one's self, of 
one's vitality must be lavishly given if 
one would earn more than a very sub­
ordinate place in one's profession. If 
assigned to office work, office hours must 
be strictly observed, and nothing in the 
day's routine must be considered un­
important. Take, for example, the 
never-ceasing flood of correspondence 
that comes to the woman's department 
of A newspaper. In two instances re­
cently, I have known young women to 
be dismissed from very attractive desks, 
where they received a generous weekly 
wage, because they did not and would 
not understand that every letter and 
scrap of paper which passed into their 
hands was valuable. One of these girls 
apologized for tearing up and waste-
basketing letters which it was her duty 
to acknowledge, on the ground that they 
were nothing but rubbish. The other, 
equally unaware of the value of the in­
dividual subscriber, pigeon-holed letters 
for weeks, and then declared that she 
felt no interest in them; and could not 
be bothered by people so silly as the 
writers. Neither of these young women 
at all grasped the fact that in office 
work nothing is unimportant. 

* • * • • 
The girl who would succeed as a 

musician must be contented to devote 
years of arduous study and incessant 
practice to the jealous art she loves. 
She. who would become a designer or an 
illustrator must equally spend years of 
her precious youth in mastering details, 
and learning the essentials of her call­
ing. I have known a young woman 
without previous training, with nothing 
but a clever brain, a keen eye, and the 
ability to write, to come from her home 
in the far south, and in a city like New 
York reach the position of assistant 
editor on a weekly paper, in less than 
12 months. I have known another 
young girl, this time from the west, who 
discovered in herself aptitudes which 
she fancied might be utilized in news­
paper work, and reached a place moot 

eaviabis in Ms 
long novitiate la twgatifci if tfca girl her­
self hare the clumraesa. flack aad 
perseverance eseentiaL aad if < 
stances prove favorable. 

The amount of money earned hjr the 
newspaper woman runs from five or six 
dollars a week up to $40 or $50, the aver­
age perhaps being between $15 or $20 
by the rank and file. Few women ever 
attain what may be called the great 
prizes, but there are periodicals, partic­
ularly in the line of fashion, which are 
exclusively edited by women, at salaries 
not far from munificent. All the great 
monthly magazines which make an es­
pecial bid for women readers have wom­
en editors on their staff, newspaper 
women of the brightest and most whole­
some kind. Many educational publish­
ing houses employ women in one of the 
lines of reference—study or verification 
or classification which come within 
their scope. The great daily papers have 
their corps of women who do the so­
ciety news, write of the various char­
ities, and turn their hand to anything 
else that is needed. Real maids of all 
work, you see! 

Mrs. Cynthia Westover Alden, one of 
the foremost newspaper, women in 
America, says on this subject: "Any 
young woman of ordinary sense, who 
pays attention to the requirements of 
the profession, can make a good living 
as a reporter. Shrf will find that the 
range of her understanding and her 
sympathies is being increased with 
every month of her work. Her daily ex­
perience will be a continual education 
for the field of legitimate fiction. If she 
has talent or genius or executive ability, 
her future is secure. Meanwhile, her 
daily bread is provided for. What more 
could be asked of any vocation in life?" 

One word may be added in reply to the 
question: "Where shall the aspirant find 
an open door?" I answer, let her try 
the newspaper office nearest her. If in 
the country, let her seek to become a 
helper on the local paper. A country 
newspaper is the best of training 
schools, and on it one may learn a lit­
tle bit of everything. Any newspaper 
office is a good school. One learns the 
profession somewhat after the world-
renowned manner of Mr. Squeers who 
set his boys learning how to wash win­
dows, and then told an admiring visitor 
that it impressed it on a boy's mind, to 
spell "winder" and then spend a little 
time In cleaning the same. 

COVERT COAT FOR BOY." 

This Trim Little Garment Is Suitable 
for Child from Eight to Ten 

Tears of'Age." \ 

Light shades of fawn, drab or gray 
face cloth are generally used for these 
coats, and lined with Italian cloths 
the same color or finely striped lining. 
The fronts are faced with the same ma­
terial as the coat and fasten with bone 

TRIM COAT 

or pearl buttons. The entire edge of 
coat is machine-stitched; the collar in 
faced with velvet a shade or two 
darker than the cloth. 

Materials required: Two and a halt 
yards 50 inches wide, three yards lin­
ing, one-fourth yard velvet and six 
buttons. 

To make prominent a few practical 
hints the following are mentioned: 

Don't give acid milk. 
Don't use a tube in the nursing bot­

tle. 
Don't allow the bottle or nipple to 

be any other way than antiseptic. 
Don't continue to give stuff that does 

not nourish. 
Don't fall to sterilize milk early and 

then cool rapidly by running cold wa­
ter. 

Don't forget tbe necessity of pure 
air, cleanliness and proper clothing. 

Don't forget that the infant is a crea­
ture of habit and can be taught the 
proper frequency ard amount of food 
and the time for sleep. 

Don't produce colic by allowing 
to flow too freely. 

Don't forget that infants are sensi­
tive to starches. 4*"". 
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Aprons Again in Fashion. 

This is one of the old fashions now 
being revived, greatly to the saving of 
our frocks and the comfort of wearers. 
The coquettish apron has been set 
aside for awhile, but is now onee more 
asserting itself. The strictly useful has 
always held its own. The French have 
turned a kindly eye to them, and In Che 
days of Louis XIII. women won them' 
and their bunch of keys, showing that 
they were veritable housekeepers. In 
the time of Louis XIV. ladies cf the 
court donned them when employed In 
needlework and other arts, it u 
from that period we are restoring the 
airy nothings of lace and muslin to our 
favor. Sometimes they are of light 
colored crepe de chine worked in said. 
More useful ones of thicker fabric have 
large pockets. These are adorned with 
pretty ribbon bows, and. these ribbons 
sometimes draw up the pocket. - Some­
times strong linen aprons are laced with 
ribbon at the.edge by means oteyielet 
holes. • 

At a Child's Party. \)-% 
A charming way of serving ices at a 

child's party is to line common flower 
pots, two inches and a half in diameter 
at the top, withparafflne paper, after­
wards filling neitty full with ica eiNMun. 
Sprinkle with grated sweet chocolate to 
represent earth, and stick afiowerinth* 
top. - ' *• : 

• Boosted Btoaa.. 
Melt two ooneea of pore lard, dissolve 

an ounce of com camphor and put in the 
lard and lei cooL Apply freely to the 
frosted nose. Great relist will he af̂  
forded, and eventually a cure < 


