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GRAIN AND RAILWAY COMMISSION AND AGRI-
CULTURAL AND IMMIGRATION AGENTS.

The territory needs an effective grain and
railway commission; and it needs an agent
of immigration, and it needs an agricnltural
bureau. The grain commission provided for
by the last legislature amounts to but very
little practically, not because the agents
appointed to that board have been unwilling,
or incompetent, but because they are pro-
vided with no adequate means to carry out
the necessary improvements. The question
of securing a tair grading of grain and
reasonable fccilities for transporting it to
market is one of much moment and one
beset with many difficulties. The matter
Iiwi heen widely discussed. and has no doubs
secuted the ¢areful consideration of many
members of the legislature who will have
measures of relief to propose. I am giad
to learn that the legislature of Minnesota is

dixposed to co-operate with the legislative :

department of this territory in an eficrl to
devise means for the relief of the people of
hoth sections, and I hope committees of con-
ference may be appointed by the two bodies,
and that their deliberations will bear satis-
fiuctory results. If our present grain com-
mission, reorganized and clothed with larger
powers, can be of service in this conneec-
tion you will doubtless see flt to continne it.
As constituted under the present law. how-
ever, it mirht as well be abolished. The ad-
vantage of having an agricultural agent for
the territory is apparent. Dakota is pre-
eminently an agricultural region. No body
of men is more fauly entitled to a fair rep-
resentation in the territorial government
than the farmer. Information regarding the
condition of the crops, the acreave, agyre-
gate and average yield, experimments with
various seeds, success with divers crops,
and manuer of cultivation, and many other
matters upon which it is desirable to have
full information aud now unobtainable in
anything lhike a reliable form. Expericnce
with such crops in other states, even those
immediately adjoming us, is in many in-
stances partiaily or wholly inapplicable here.
The country and the conditions are new.
Success with any giveu crop in the territory,
cultivated in a different way or with some
new variety of grain, is a matter of great
Importance to the farmerg of the territory,
and all information on this subject ought to
be speedily gathered and widely disseminat-
ed. Iearnestly hope that provision will be
made for the appointment of such an agent,
and that whatever appropriation is needed
to make a bureau of the character eftective
and of signal serviceto the farming interests
will be promptly furnished.

The states about us have commissioners of
immigration. and tind them profituble ad-
juncts to the state governments. There is
certainly as much, and it seems to me more
room and more reason for the employment
of such an agent in Dakota than in any of
the neighboring states. The creation of
three Lhoards to look after the three interests
named seems hardly justitiable and scarcely
necessary. But it has occurred to me that
the three departments so closely allied
might be united in one effective board
through which the entire business coula be
transacted. If these three interests men-
tioned can be grouped together, each with a
member specially adapted to one of the de-
partments named, acting separately in their
collection of data, etc., but together in their
final action on questions of moment. it might
}u‘ovc Lo be economical as well as bengticial.

believe that it is the experience that one
board properly constituted, with business
enough heiore it to keep its members and
fairly pay for 1ts services, will accomplish
more than half a dozen assembled at long
intervals, posscssing little authority and
handicapped by the fact that theiwr own pri-
vate business must suffer while they give
their time to the public. practically without
eompensation. D:ifticulties may be found in
the way of the dpmctical application of this
suggestion, and I shall only be too glad to
have a better way pointed out to gain the
end in view.

ORGANIZING COUNTIEA

The organization of new counties is beset
with many difticulties. I believe that many
of them can be avoided by an intelligent
amendment of the law. When fifty voters
.petition for the organization of a new county
the governor is required to appoint commis-
sioners. The number is too small. At least
one hundred ought to be required. Again,
if there is any valid reason why voters in a
new county should not choose their own
commissioners, decide upon their own coun-
ty eeat and generally enjoy the privileges
and responsibilities of their fellow citizens in
other counties, I do not know what that rea-
son is. Surely there is nothing in the organic
law to prevent. If provision were made au-
thorizing a special election to be called on
the petition of one hundred persons posses-

sing the qualifications of vowers, and sur-
round such special election with safeguards

to insure a fair vote and an honest count, I
believe the interests of all parties would be
served. At any rate the present law de-
mands some rational amendment. It is
simply impossible for the executive to avoid
committing frequent mistakes, and he is lia-
ble to commit grave errors under the statute
as it now stands. I have appointed com-
missioners for but two counties since
my term of office began. These are
McIntosh and Buffalo, the latter with
much doubt as to the wisdom of organiza-
tion. The statute leaves the governor no
discretion, however, when satistied that fifty
of those petitioning are voters. I have re-
quired sworn evidence that those asking for
organization possessed the qualitication of
of electors, but it still follows that tifty per-
8ons may secure the organization of a coun-
ty if the law is obeyed, though one hundred
and fifty protest against it. It is desirable
that new counties be organized as fast as
they possess the necessary population, but
the minimum number shou!d be doubled at
least. Various dificuties snd complicutions
exirt in some counties organized in the past
year or two. In certain cases the people
complain that the commissioners have not
done their duty, and these cases demand
attention and such remedy at your hands as
can be applied and which seems advisable,
In some of these cases I presume justice
would be advanced by undoing the work of
organization if possible and taking the task of
reorganization into your hande. A number of
local quarrels erowing out of the permanent
location of county seats have arisen, and in
two instances I have been called upon for
assistulce to protect the officers of the law
in the discharge of their cuty.

THE TROUBLE IN SPINK COUNTY.

On the 10th of December I received a dis-
patch from the mayor of Redtield, Dak , an-
nouncing that the county records of Spink
county were in the hands of the sheriff, and
all persons had been enjoined hy the judge
«of the district courtfrom removing the same:
that Redfield bad been besieged by an armed
mob of five hundred men and was in great
danger of being burned and all the public
records destroyed, and he asked that assist-
ance might bhe given. The statutes of the
territory require the governor to furnish aid
when required to nurlpre&q riots or disorders.
Bection 6 of the militia law authorizes him
to order out such force as may be necessary,
while section 46 of the act relating to riots
-declares as follows:

If it ap ears to the governor that the power
of the county is not sufficient to enable the
sheriff to execute process delivered to him, to
suppress riots or preserve the peace, he must, on
application of the sheriff or judge, order such a
force frcm other county or counties as is neces-
BArY.

Bection 47 declares that under the facts and
circumstances mentioned in the last section,
and when the civil power of the county is not
deemed sufticient, it shall be the duty of the
.governor to apply to the military authorities of
the United States for a force sufficient to execute
the laws and prevent resistance thereto, to sup-

press riots, execute process and to preserve the
peace.

These gections seem to be slightly incon-
sistent, but tuken together they appear to
require the governor to call upon the United
Staves authorities only after exhausting the
power of the county or countier Inasmuch,
however, as the militia of the territory were
newiy organized and had not yet been fur-
nished with ammunition and supplies, and
there was some doubt as to their ability to
move promptly, I took the precaution to agk
the general commanding the department of

! Dakota if he could seud a company o reru-

iars to Redfield. At the same time I directed
Col. H. N. I'vner, of the governor's statl, to
notity the militia at Farco to hold themselves
m readiness to proceed to the scene of dis-
i ce and sent a like order to the Gov-
eram’s Guard, of Bismarck, and the Edrer-
ton Guards, of Yunkton. In answer to my
cail uron Gen Terry, 1 received a reply say-
g that my inquiry had been telegraphed to
the headquarters division of the Missouri for
iusiruction, und that the answer would be
sent as roon as received. Meauntime, I sent
to the mayvorot Ashion, Spink county, whose
citizens were reported to be much excited,
the fcllowing dixpatch:

Will not the citizens of Ashton retire to their
homes and permit the iaw to take its course? It
is much better so. Plcase give me this assur-
ance,

I also asked the mayor of Redfield to tele-
craph the exact situation. After waiting six
hours and receiving no reply to these tele-
grawms and no further answer to my call upon
Gen, Teny, I directed the Fargo compun:es
to take a train for liedfield. The next day,
the 11th, 1 received a telegram from the
mayor of Ashton declaring the people of that
city were not armed, and had not been, and
though indignany over the removal of the
records, conwempliated no bostile movement.
I also received word from Redfield that all
was quied, though an attack was momen-
tarily expected. In view of all the facts T
ordered Col. Tyner and his command to halt
at Ortonvitle, and sent the following to the
mayor of Redield:

T am assured by the mayvor of Ashton that the
people of thuat place are not armed, and have not
Deen, and that they contemplite no act ot law-
lessness, Unless I receive further demands from
yourself and the sheriff, I snuall stop the troops
now en route, and direct them to return home in
the morning.

In answer to this I received the following:

We believe that the only sure way to prevent
loss of iife is to send troops at onee. \We are
receiving reports from rehable sources that the
excitement is inereasing bourly. The troops
will barm 1o one and will prevent bloodshed.

[Sigued) D. H. HuNT, Mayor.
ARTIHUR LAWRENCE, Sheriff.

In view of this renewed appeal I directed
Col Tyner to proceed to Redfield and report
to the sheriff) Delieving that the miiiua
thus sent would g-rove suflicient, and ascer-
taining thatl could promptly reinforce them,
I also teiegraphed Gen. Terry that no regu-
lars would be required. Luterin the day I
received a telegram from Adjt. Gen. Breck,
raying that Gen, Terry, temuorarily absent
from department headguaarcers, instructed
him to say that he couid not furnish troops.
Inasmuch as the prompt movement of the
militia reemed 1o obviate iall necessity for
calling furcher upon the fed-ral authorities,
and as I had already recalled my first appli-
cation, or mquiry, 1 did not pursue the mat-
ter. The companies arrived m Redfeld Sut-
day evening and remained there until a set—
tlement was effected under the order of the
court Monduy noon. 1 have heard nothing
but praise of their conduct and the im-
partiality of their bearing is evidenced by
the fact that while in the city of Kedfiela
the citizens thanked thewm, and the citizens
ot Ashton tendered them special hospitali-
ties on Lhe ¢ve of their departure home. It
is very ditiicult to know exacty what to do
under calls like that received. The governor
must depend for information as to the
emergency upon those more or less excited
and who are apt to inadvertently magnify

the dauger and may, therefore, take
steps which the sequel proves to
bave been UNNecessury. On the
other hand, to leave such a call

unheeded wounid be to assume a grave and
perhaps unjustifiable responsibility and ren-
der him liuble to deserved censure should
loss of life and property result from his nez-
lect, when the danyger appeared imminent
In any case, I could scarcely have refused
assistance in view of the reports which
reached me from unofticial eources and the
call made upon me by duly constituted ofil-
cials. I fcu‘ some measure of pride that the
necessary force was furnished without as-
sistance from the general government, and
that even bad the emergency been much
greater the organized militia of the territory
would have proven sufticient. The bills in-
curred on this expedition will be presented
to vou, and I respectfully ask that an appro-
priation be made to cover the expense. and
that the auditor be instructed to draw his
warrant for such demands as appear just and
reasonable. The men composing the Farzo
militia are persons engaged in business, and
could only Ye:u'e their homnes at a Fecunmry
sacrifice. I trust the legisiature will sce the
justice of paying the ofticers and men for
the time necessarily spent on the expedi-
tion. I transmit in this connection the
names of those serving. the report of Col.
Tyner, in charce of the detachment, and a
full record of the correspondence relative to
the affair. Perhaps thegeneral government,
in view of the fact that territoriesare hardly
expected to take care of themselves, may
feel disposed to assume these obligations and
relieve the legislature.
THE ROBERTS COUNTY DISTURBANCE.

Hardly had the militia returned home
when a difficuity of the same general charac-
terarose in lioberts county. I received culls
for assirtance, but believing the danger mag-
nitied, I declined to incur the expense in-
volved in the sending of troops until first
satisfied that the “power of the county” was
insufticient to maintain order. I requested
Adjt. Gen. Free, however, to proceed to
Travare and Wilmot, the rival towns, and
while ascertaining the necessity, it any, for
assistance, to use his good offices to preserve
the peace and secure a quiet kettlement of

he queston in dispute. As a result the
sheritt’s posse and those confronting or de-
fying it were disbanded, and quiet has since
been maintained. The origin of these quar-
reig, or the munner in which they shal!l be
determined, are questions which do notcomne
before me for judgment: but it may not be
uninteresting, in cace the lcyrisinture desires
to investigate the mazter, to reud the report
of the adjutant general, which is herewith
transmitted. The correspondence in the case
will also be found with Gen. I'ree's report.
It is unnecessary for me to say w the legis-
lature that in the orgunization of so muny

new counties such ocuthreaks as these
are liable, and even !ike.v, to occur
frequently unless decidod measures we

taken to put a stop to th-m.  ‘Lhe tronble in
almost every 1nstance rows out of the
rivalry of two or more towns, each of which
is determined to become the couanty keat
The passiong of men are aroused, they in-
volve a county in debhr, excite animosities
that will long outiive un:
inkpired them, and finaliv lead wo ac
lawlessness which disgruce the territor
Jay the promoters and partic.pants liibie to
indictment for felony. The law 15 strincent
enough. Its energetic and even merciless
enforcement in one or two cascs, a8 an ex-
ample, i8 what seems to be required. Men
must be taught that it 1s not an ordinary
crime to break down the doors of buildings
wherein public records are stored, and plun-
der the safes of county officers. It might
seem severe to enforce such a venalty
against men provoked by great aggravation
to a forcible removal of public property, but
severity is needed to put a stop to what has
grown to be a dangerous defiance of law,
and to what, if longer tolerated, will assume

dimenslons difficult to curb or manage. It
in better that a majority of voters in a county

should wait even the slowest actiom ef the
courts than that the laws should be defied
and the official records endangered. Not
alone \he county engaging in these sense-
less quarrels, but the whole people of the
territory suffer because of the lawlessness of
the few. The community must look to the
courts for protection, of course, but I wish
to declare emphatically that whatever man-
ner of duty talls to my lot in the suppression
of these scandalous outbreaks will be per-
formed as promptly and decisively as is con-
sistent with that care and circumspection
re(}u)red of the executive. In the report of
Col. Tynerthe propriety and justice of as-
sessing the cost of suppressing these riotous
demonstrations against the counties per-
nitting them ir discussed. After careful re-
flection T am disposed to submit this ques-
tion to the legisiature without recommmenda-
tion. It is certainly unjust to ask the law-
abiding people of the territory to pay forthe
wrongdoing of lers peacable citizens, and it
is quite likely that the lesson given by the
imposition of such a tax would prove salu-
tary and act in some degree a8 a prevention
of tuiure outbreaks. The levying of such a
tax, however. will form an important prece-
dent. Itisone that must be followed in
subsequent cases of disturbance, no matter
what the facts of inciting causes, or other-
wise charges of partiality will follow. I
am not entirely clear, either, as to the power
to levy such a tax. and have not had oppor-
tunity to inake suflicient inquiry on this
point. For these reasons I preter to leave
the question to such careful consideration as
the legislature may give it, satistied thav the
gonclusions arrived at will be wise and pru-
ent.

THR MILITTA.

In this connection I wish to call the atten-
tion of the legislature to the militia laws of
the territory, which reguire amendment to
make them effective and thoroughly practi-
cable. The laws require the adjutant gen-
eral to perforin various duties, to Keep ex-
tensive records and forward certain returns
to Washington. He is the only verson in any
way authorized to act as the custodian of
arms and accouterments, and this authority
is limited, and it is to be gained by inference
rather than by direct grant. It is notnec-
essary, in my judgment, todevike any elabor-
ate pl:m for militia organization or to incur
any considerable expense in maintenance of
military companies, but we eannot ask the
adjutant general to contribute of his private
means, as well as of his time. to carry out the
requirements ot the law. I thereforerecom-
mend that there be appropriated for the ex-
pense of his office $1,000 annually. This
seems to cover the necessary expense for
storing and caring for arms and accouter-
ments, procuring and Keeping the necessary
records and blanks, paying freicht on arms
and munitions and tor such other expense
as properly and legitimately Lelong to his
oftice. here are several boxes of
arms at Sioux Falls, erent to the
adjutant general by my predecessor, and
for which the former had to secure
storage. He finally succeeded in securing a
room in the penitentiary which was not im-
mediately required for pricon purposts,where
they remained for the time being. For sev-
eral reasons it is not a proper pluce to keep
them, even if the room were not needed for
prison purposes, which it soon will be. I
aiso recominend that a small sum be appro-
priated for uniforms and for the rental of
armories for ench of the various volunteer
companies regularly mustered into the ter-
ritorial militia. Even 1if this appropriation
be but a fraction of the expense incurred by
such compaunies, it will be a recognition, and
wili relieve them in rome degree from what
isnow a considerable burden. Itshould be re-
membered that under the law every able-
bodied citizen of the territory between the
ages of eizhteen and forty-five i8 required to
L# enrolled in the militin and that all such
persons are subject to call in care the vol-
unteer compunies are insufficient to meet an
emergency. Organized and active militia,
therefore, are not only convenient in case of
troub.e, but they save other citizens from the
annoyance of the demand upon their time
and services, and are a protection to those
subject to eall, as well as to those threatened
with disturbances.

The law also provides for an annual brlg-
ade muster and encampment of all the vol-
unteer militia of the territory, continu-
ing not less than two nor more than four
days. Unless some provision be made
for the transportation and gnbsistence of such
companies 1b is obvious that the law must re-
main unexecuted. I leave the question of
what should be done under these circum-
stances to the discretion of the legislature,
‘I'nere are six companies in the territory that
have been mustered into the service for two
yeara There are several more organized,
one or two of which are uniformed and
equipped. The others are awaiting arms
and muster. The arms at present in use by
our militia were recured by my predecessor
from the war depsrtment, he going, as I
understand, his personal hond for their safe
keeping and return when demanded. I ask
the legislature to author.ze the governor, in
the name of the territory, to apply for such
arms and any others which it may be neces-
sary to secure, requiring him in turn to take
a good and sufticient bond from each com-
puny to whom such arms may be issued

QUESTION OF ADMISSION AND DIVISION.
I suggest that steps should be taken by the

present legislature to acquaint congress,
throuzh a memorial or otherwise, with the

true sentiment of the territory regarding ad-
nm:ssion and division. The members of this
general assembly are fresh from the people.
Nothing except the individual expression of
the people tlhicmselves at the polls could be
so reliably indicative of their sentiments and
desires as the public expression of their
chosen representatives. ‘I'ne very wide
attention which the subject of admission
and division is attracting, and the fact that
it has been deemed of sufficient importance
for comment in the meszsage of the governor
of our neighboring state, Minnesota, who
alludes with great Kinduessto the merits and
desires of the people of Dakota, induces me
to refer at some iength to the question in
this commun cation. The territory, either
as a whole or d.vided, is popnious enough,
even if the maxinium of populution hitherto
required is demanded, for the formation of a
state governm=nL or governments, Of
course, if preccdents are to he ignored and
new conditions applied to Dakoui, we may
not only beunab:e to get into the Union now,
but may remain out ndefinicely. ButI be-
lieve that, with « full kuow.«dge of our pop-
ulation, resources and development, con-

gress wil av leasy afiord the terri-
tory an opportunity of joining the
sisterhood of states. Whether an offer

of this character, which contemplated admis-
sion without division, would be accepted by
the peop e, i8 not for me to declare. I do
dec are this, however, thatit is more import-
ant tnat territoriesshould be divided as thair
people desire, than that their boundaries
suouid be fixed by sirangers, who ure lihle
to misunderstand their necessities. But
nothing cou'd Le more entirelyeonciusive as
to their desires than an opportunity (o vote
upon the question of admirxion in any form
that congress may submit it  Whedicr they
accept or reject the proposition, the oppor-
tunity to do the one or the other shouid be
afforded them. It is easier to decline an
honor than to endure a wrong. There were
86,703 votes cast in the territory in the re-
cent election. There are 130 counties, but
only seventyv-eight were organized in time to
hold an election in November. That the

number of persons possessing the qualifica-
tion of voters aggrecate 100,000 in the
whole territory, will be disputed by no one,
I think, familiar with the facts. That those
voters are not transient persons is evidenced

first by the fact that nine montha' residence
is rem under our laws as a qualification
of en ;and by the further fact that the:
returns made under the law by school ofi-
cers to the superintendent of public instruc-
ticn show that in the sixty-five connties out
of the eighty-five organized (all . ..t have
furnished census returnx) there were on the
1st day of June, 1884, 77.499 children of
school age (seven to twenty years). The pres-
ence of the family proclaims the abseuce
of the adventurer. The assessed value of
property for the yvear 1884 is over 884,000, -
000, and the receipts of the treasurers of
school corporations alone amounts to over
$1,800,000. The total expenditure of ths
whole territory for educational purposes, be-
ginning April, 1883, and ending June 30,
1884, were nearly $2,000,000. I might
make comparisons which would exhibit the
territory in a most favorable light beside
many old and well settled states, but this
need not be done. The one fact that so large
a sum was expended for common schools
dispels the notion that the population of this
territory is in any mauner tictitious, or that
the country i not peopled by honest voters
who abide in honest homesa

That there were illegal votes cast here and
there in the territory is very likely, but
though party lines were not awn to any
extent in choosing local officers, nearly every
county and district passed through an excit-
ing contest where the qualifications of voters
were as closely serutinized as in the older
states East. It i= & well known fact, also,
that there is no such opportunity for fraudu-
lent voting msparsely settled country places,
where every man is known to his neighbors,
a8 in the large cities where strangers come
and go unnoticed. Any surmise therefore
that the vote cast was to any ex-
tended degree fictitious is entirely erroneous.
The citizens of Dakota have as deep an in-
terest in the government of the country as
the citizens of the states. The same laws
govern them and the same taxes are im-
posed upon them. They would be voters if
they resided there—were voters before they
emigrated to the West. It is dificult to see
why they were qualitied to take part in the
affairs of the nation while living in New
Hampshire, Delaware or Vermont, but be-
came untit to be trusted with this responsi-
bility the moment they crossed the line which
bounds Dakota, If ths 146,000 people of
Deleware, the 346,000 of New Huampshire,
the 332,000 of Vermont, or the 650,000 of
West Virginia were to remove in a body to
Dakota, wou!d 1t seem fair to deprive them
of all lotor part in the management of
public affairs?

But what is the difference between this
and the disfranchisement of men from all
these states and many others who go to
make up the population of the territory? The
disqualification does not come from lack of
numbers, because our population is numeric-
ally greater than citker of the states named.
It does not come from lack of property
qualitications, for that test of citizen-
ship i8 not required, and if it were
would be fultilled. It does not come
from the existence in our statutes
of any enactments at war with republican
rovernment or offensive to an enlightened

hristian sentiment; for our code is free
from such blemishes, and exists and is in
force by the approval of congress. It does
not come from iack of educational privileges;
for the territory stands in advance of twen-
ty-five of the states in the amount it has
contributed in the last year for public schools.
What, then, is our disqualification? It can-
not be that suffrage is to be considered a
privilege of longitude, and yet wherein do
we show any lack except a geographical
shortcoming?

The ordinance of 1787 provided that terri-
tories should be admitted as states when
the population reached sixty thousand, and
mtggc be admitted with less; and although
Dakota 18 not a part of the Northwest Terri-
tory therein described, the congress has ap-
plied its wise and patriotic provisions to the
region afterward acquired. and has recog-
nized the vast region which is now the West
as coming under that salutary and beneficent
enactment. We have six times the popula-
tion therein named as a maximmum number
necessary to admission. We have two thou-
sand schools, and a half-dozen higher insti-
tutions of learning. We have permanent
and costly structures erected for benevolent
and penal purposes.and all built by the
territory without the aid of the gen-
eral government. It is the policy of
the government to  encourage the
settlement and development of the national
domain. Generous laws have been enacted
and many inducements given to open this
wide region to civilization. I submit that
this liberality of the gencral government in
granting tfree homes ought not to be defeated
by an illiberal exclusion of those privileges
of self-government. which, like many others.
grow dearer when they are denied. It is not
wise to look upon admission as the ultima
thule—the open gateway to evervthing desir-
able. Weanre liable to magnify the advantages
of admission as well as the disadvantages of
exclusion. The machinery ot a state govern-
ment is expensive, and for this reason the
sentiment that a territory should be fully
prepared for statehood before admission, i8
one to be commended. The territorial tax of
Dakota is light, and its general expenses do
not approach those of neighboring states of
about the samne or smaller populution. For
the two years ending Nov. 30, 1584, the ex-
)enditures of the territory were but $552,-
L!Ni.l7. and nearly $250,000 of this amount
went toward the erection of public buildings.
For the same period Colorado expended
$1.158.549.14. Ncvada expended during
1883, $571,931.83, withno outlay for huild-
ings, and with & population of but 62,000,

while New Hampshire spent $1,016,-
217.44, with no expense for pub-
lic improvements. The states of

Minnesota, Nebraska and Kansas far exceed
these amounts, showing that the inevitable
result of statehood is largely increased taxa-
tion. There are benefits to be derived from
admission, however, which should ba also
considered. More speedy justice would be
secured in our courts, the present number of
our judges being insuflicient for the busi-
ness before them. With votes in congress,
some attention would be paid to improvinf;
our water ways, 80 necessary to the devel-
opment of the country. If precedent is fol-
lowed, Dakota would be entitled, on admis-
sion, to a percentagze on the sale of public
lands within her borders which would laryrely
increase her revenue. I amn inforined, also,
that the credit of the territory suffers bhe-
cause of her exclusion from the Union.
Those who have negotiated our bonds an-
nounce thut such as have gold at par would
bhave readily commanded a premium had
Dakota been a state. But as:de from the
financial advantazes to accrue, there are the
accompanying rizhta of gelf-zovernment,
dear to every community of American citi-
zens, Amonyz these the power to choose
their own rmiors and to determinz who ghall
administer th: atiairs of the people. Sucha
sentiment docs not Lrow out of «ny nariow-
minded exclusivens-s. It do“s not mean
that all are not we!come to Dakotu. where
il are so mew and the ticid 15 so lurge,
but it is a part of that natural and
inderendent spirit which the futhers have
trangniitted to us, and which can he easily
understood and apprecicted by the country.
There are plenty of people all over the land
who have witnessed the marvelous de-
velopment of this territory with vride and
admiration, and whose hearts beat quicker
at this grand illustration of the possibilities
of a new sktate growing up under the foster-
ing care of the great republic. They are not
residents, but neither are they strangers to
you They have appreciated your trials
and rejoiced in your successes. Ycame to
you myself from another state, yet did I not
feela lien to this people; and where disap-
pointment might have been natural, they

accepted cheerfully the gction of the con.
stituted authorities and éxhibited a laudable
desire to co-operate in whatever seemed
necessary to the furtherance of the publie
intereata. But the day of tutelage is pust
I realize fully that the time has come whes
the people of Dakota should speak, and ac
and decide for themselves; and 1 canno
but believe that when the con_ress of the
United Suvates fairly understand, as one whe
resides here must understand, the justice of
heeding the appeals of this great territory,
a prompt, cordlal and general recognition
will be extended to her. Till then iv is out
part as good citizens to abide in peace and
patiently await the action of the covern.
ment. I am sure, however, that tho con.
gress will listen with that respectful con.
sideration which each member of the
national body expects to receive for his
own people, to the candid representations of
this legislative assembly, speaking by the
authority of the people of the territory and
asking justice at the hands of the Union they
honor and obey.
NECKSSITY FOR ECONOMY,

Communities, like individuals, shonld re-
trench their expenditures when their income
decreases. The times are hard, and it s
feared that the revenue for the present year
will be seriously reduced. Our public insti-
tutions must be fairly supported, of course,
and if additions are tound necessary provis-
ion must be made for them; buta considera-
tion of the universal financial distress and
the unprofitabie returns which have greeted
the toil of all classes for the past twelve
months will sbhow the necessity of cutting
down expenses to the lowest practicable
point, and should make us hesitate about
undertaking expensive measures which il
will be difficult to meot.

CONCLUSION.

I need scarcely remind the legislature that
we are at a critical period when harmonious,
dignitied and well considerad legisintion will
do much to advance the interests of. the: ter-
ritory. You are, in the main, of one politi-
cal faith. It is meet that you should be one
in the important work before you, also. The
unfortunate disagreemonts of the past have
injured the territory serionsly. No member
of the lerislature can fail to realize this
Our quarrcls, whether ot the town, the
county or the territory, seem to be taken up
and magnitied a hundred fold all over the
land. 1 ask the members to use a!l possible
forbearance in the proceedings of the session
now begrun to the end that the whole prople
may be benefited and the whole teivitory
exalted. You compose, probably, the last
territorial legislature which will assemble in
Dakota as at present comprised. I hope and
believe vou will adjourn, conscious of work
well done, and with the thanks and plaudits
of your constituents. GILBERT A. PIRRCE

Wood Instear of Water.
Cleveland Herald.

Various attempts have been made
from time to time to obtain supplies of
pure water by means of artesian wells on
the arid plains of the west. In some
cases success has followed experiments,
while in others no water fit for use has
been found. Such a well is now un-

der the drill at White Plains, Nevada,
on what is called the forty-mile desert,
in the neighborhood of the sink of the
Humboldt. The only supply of wat-
er obtainable is from the Truckee
River, thirty-five miles distant whence
it is hauled in tank-cars for en-
gine and household purposes. The
well now drilling has reached a depth
of 2,100 feet, and no water has been
found other than a stream of salt water
at the depth of 38 feet and hot water at
the depth of 685 feet. A strange find
was that of a stratum of wood it the
the depth of 1,615 feet, which was nine
feet in thickness. It is doubtful if such
a quantity of wood has ever Dbefore
been found at such a depth. How it
came there under great masses of vari-
ous kinds of stone, and gravel, may be
explained by geologists. ~Assome parts
of the superincumbent mass showed in-
disputabl eevidences of voleanic action,
the presence of the wood may be ac-
counted for as the result of some great
convulrion of nature.

One More Henry Clay Yarn.
Washington Special.

Hon. Erastus Brooks, of New York,
has been in the city all the week in at-
tendance on the Conference of the re-
presentatives of the various State Boards
of Health. He actedas Chairman of the
Conference throughout the proceed-
ings. He is in vigorous health, though
now advanced in years. Turming to-
ward the old Senate chamber, now the.
Supreme Court-room, his eye bright-
ening with the pleasure of reminis-
cence, Mr. Brooks said: “I was here
when Henry Clay made his famous
speech, in which he declared: ‘Iwould
rather be right than be President.’

Clay is the only man 1 ever
idolized, He was a grand man.
I do not know but what I

was instrumental in having Clay de-
clare: ‘I wou!d rather beright than be
president.” It was in this way: I was
president of a young mens’ Clay Club,
and of the morning of the day on which
Clay was to make the speech, I went to
him in behalf of this club and express-
ed the hope that he would not say any-
thing that would injure him as u candi-
date for the presidential nomination.
He looked at mesomewhat severely and
said: ‘Young man, do you not think
you should attend to your own affairs?’
That day Clay made his great speech,
and after he had concluded it he came
over to me, and leaninz over (e desk
in the chamber where I was writing, he
said: ‘Young man, Imay havespoken
too harshly this morning, and I iiope I
said nothing ti>-day that will injure our
friends in the east, but when I said I
would rather be right than president, T
mean it,' and he did mean 1t.”

Since the building of the crematory
at Gotha in 1878, 200 bodies have been
cremated in it, the fast one being that
of a Dr. Dulk, who died at Stuttgart.
Of these 200 bodies 62 were those of
natives of the duchy and 138 were for-
eigners. The number of males was 128,
and of females 72. Since last January
the number of cremations has deen 54.
In the previous year the number was
47, and in the two yeors 1881-2 it waq




