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lteferring to' the -suggestion of Gov, 
Bill, of New York, suggesting painless 
deuth to murderers, it is argued that the 
physical pain of death Is an element in 
the punishment which'deters men from 
the crime, and that to provide a painless 
mode of punishing a murderer would 
be exactly like giving him a heavy dose 
of chloroform sufficient to end life in 
order that he may. be punished just as 
lightly as possible. To punish mur
derers in that • manner would result in 
an increase of murders, just as the sub* 
•titution of life imprisonment for hang
ing has increased murders. 

'Washington papers see no way of 
getting along until next December 
without'a session of Congress. Their 
anxiety is, ostensibly, for the publio 
business, but really for'the interests of 
the capital city of the nation, which is 
apt to be somewhat dull in the summer, 
though it contains 175,000 people and 
a host of government employes. Ho
tels and boarding houses suffer most 
during the interim, but all classes are 
more or less affected. But whatever 
may be the situation of the public busi
ness at the close of the present session, 
it is considered hardly within the range 
of the possibilities that an extra ses
sion will be called. 

England is in trouble as she has al
ways been, on account of meddliiig with 
other nations, and her propensity for 
territorial conquest, but that does not 
prevent a continuance of the same poli
cy. The British government lias lately 
annexed all the islands south of New 
Guinea, between it and Australia, and 
in south Africa has extended its domain 
so as to check the straggling propensi
ties of the Boers and to prevent any fur
ther advance of the Germans toward 
British territory. The English have 
been very nervous lest the Germans 
and the troublesome Boers should come 
together, and this annexation has doubt
less been made in good part to prevent 
that possibility. 

There - was consumed or lost in one 
way and another during each day of 
the year 1884 an average of 66,000 bar
rels of petroleum. Here is the basis 
for some entertaining mathematical 
work, the aim in view being to deter
mine how long the oil supply of this 
country is likely to last. If 25,000,000 
barrels are consumed each year, there 
must be a hole of considerable size left 
in the earth's interior, and as the oil 
yielding region is not, comparatively 
speaking, very extensive, this hole 
must ultimately represent more than a 
minor fraction of what was once the 
seemingly inexhaustable source of oil 
supply. The conclusion is, that by the 
time petroleum fails, ingenuity will 
probably have placed electricity at the 
command of the poor and isolated, as 
well,as of.the rich.and the crowd. 

IEWS OF THE WEEK SUMMARIZED. 

Political economists, politicians, and 
writers in general have been puzzled tc 
assign {adequate causes for the present 
hard times, when money is plenty and 
good as gold and crops are abundant. 
A writer for Bradstreet's Journal tries 
bis handiin this matter, and says: "The 
dull tim«s were caused by a reaction 
from Mie tremendous stimulus given to 
afairs by the resumption of specie pay
ments, under which the appliances of 
Industry and trade and the activities of 
laeu and capital were multiplied greatly 
beyond the needs of the country in 
its normal condition. The liquidation 
of the past three years has nearly cor
rected this evil. Stocks of good have 
been greatly reduced, production has 
been restricted, persons who were not 
fitted for the business they had under
taken to do have been thrown into 
bankruptcy, men who have almsed the 
credit system by trading on too small 
capital have shared the same fate, and 
a large proportion ol the more danger
ous swindlers and adventurers have 
been exposed and thrown out of busi
ness." The writer concludes from 
what is given above "that we are in the 
last months of the depression, and that 
there will be a distinct jrecqyery oi 
business during the present calendar 
year. This recovery will of course car
ry with it an advance in prices. We 
have, however, no ground for expecting 
a great and rapid increase in transac
tions. There will be no force in opera
tion like the resumption of specie pay
ments or the building of railroads." 

Biahop Ireland la V«w York. 
Rt Rev. Bishop Ireland of Minnesota ad-

pressed an audience of 5,000 at the Paulist 
church in New York. He spoke on the liquor 
Question and the Sunday laws. He approved 
the laws and said they should be enforced He 
said the existing excise laws were farcical, in 
;hat they were not and could not be carried 
rat Bishop Ireland spoke of the glory and 
dignity of citizenship, and because of his rev
erence for the country and its government he 
arraigned before the American people thiB 
surae of intemperance which was sapping 
the very foundation of the government. 
If it should ever be destroyed its epitaph 
would be "American liberty was destroyed by 
the liquor traffic." he next spoke of the law 
against the selling of liquor on Sunday and 
against the selling of liquor to miners or hab
itual drunkards. "But,* he said "the saloons 
open on Sunday, ana when an effort is 
made to close them they cry out personal lib
erty ; the liberty to ruin men and women. The 
opposition to law is the great evil which the 
liquor traffic is inflicting on the country and I 
ask you to rise up in your might against it 
The bishop closed with an earnest appeal for 
substantail and effective work against the com
ing enemy. 

Double Harder in Dakota. 
Grand Forts Special:—News has just been 

received from Strabane, this county, near Lar-
imore, on the line of the St Paul, Minneapolis 
& Manitoba, of the murder of Mrs. C. G. Snell 
and her little six-year-old boy. She was the 
wife of Rev. Snell; who had been absent hold
ing public meetiDgs at Mayville for two weeks. 
The murder was done with an ax and knife. 
The woman and boy were found in bed dead 
by a neighbor's dog, frozen. The cattle 
were almost starved. The woman was 
wounded on the head as with an axe, and had a 
knife stab in her throat A hired man, George 
Miller, a young man, is missing with one team. 
Suspicion rests upon him, also upon another 
man named McCaffery, who was arrested. 
The object of the double murder is supposed 
to have been a few hundred dollars in money. 
The team was brought to this city last Monday 
morning all covered with frost, and left by a 
young man supposed to be Miller. Ho said 
he was going to Winnipeg. He has not been 
seen since. 

Hinnesota In the £ead. 

Minneaotians may well pride themselves on 
the magnificent showing made by their state at 
New Orleans. As some evidence of the 
character of the state exhibit, Minnesota has 
been awarded the grand sweepstakes premium 
on butter (gold medal and $15U); twenty-
three other premiums in dairy products, 
amounting to over $1,300; three silver medals 
and seven other premiums on grapes— 
the only state awarded medals, except Cali
fornia; two premiums on apples (Wealthy 
and Dutchess varieties), and ten premiums on 
poultry; making a total of forty premiums, 
and the returns not all in yet. The butter 
premium is of the highest grade. A premium 
was awarded the best state exhibits in the three 
highest classes, and then a grand sweepstakes 
offered for the winner in a competition open 
only to these three premium winners. The re
spective states were Iowa Wisconsin and Min
nesota, and the grand premium was won by 
the North Star state. 

Twelve Mortal Murders on Hla Xead. 
Wheeling, W. Va, Special—The arrest of 

Wease, the seventy-five-year-old murderer, 
has cleared up the mystery of eleven mysteri
ous disappearances, and Wease is now kno wn 
as the murderer of twelve human beings, he 
having confessed to the killing of Ault, for 

i whose murder he was arrested. The story is 
! a horrible one almost beyond belief. 

Wease refuses to give the names of more 
than six of his victims, including Ault. He 

' says he met Ault in the road, and remarking 
. to him that he had killed one hog that day and 
would kill another, shot him dead Tre
mendous excitement exists over the revelations. 
Wease cannot live long on account of age and 
disease. 

The New Senator from Arkansas. 
In the Arkansas legislature, on the first bal

lot James 3L Jones, representative from the 
Third congressional district was elected to 
the United States Senate. James Kimbrough 
Jones was horn in Marshall county, Miss., 
Sept 29, 1839. He received a classical educa
tion and was a private soldier in the Confed
erate army. From the close of the war ho 
lived on his plantation until 1873, when lie 
commenced the practice of law. Removing to 
Arkansas, he was a state senator in 1873, and 
was a member of the state senate when the 
constitutional convention of 1874 was called. 
He was re-elected, successively, to the Forty-
seventh, Forty-eighth and Forty-ninth con
gresses as a Democrat. 

John G. Stewart, banker, Coshocton, Ohio, 
has assigned. 

Rev. R. Heber Newton denies that he endor
ses IngersolL 

C. K. Ingham has been nominated for post
master of Afton, Iowa. 

Hiram Leonard & Co., Boston hide dealers, 
have failed for $£>0,000. 

The New York Theatres have reduced prices 
to correspond with the times. 

Gov. Pierce vetoed the bill changing the 
name of Ordway to Independence. 

The output of the Indiana coal mines for 1884 
was 2,200,000 tons, 300 tons less than in 1883. 

The coinage of the mints during January was 
$4,<>42,187, of which $2,385,200 were standard 
dollars. 

Gen. Grant denies that he intended to cast 
my reflections on Gen. McCook in his Sliiloh 
articlo. 

Cyrus Field, Jay Gould and others are said 
to be figuring on building an elevated road in 
Chicago. 

Canon King, professor of theology in the Uni
versity of Oxford, has accepted the bislioprio 
of Lincoln. 

Annie M. Knapp of Philadelphia committed 
suicide, rather than marrv the suitor selected 
by her mother. 

Mrs. John Tucker, aged twenty-two, has been 
arrested at May villi;. Ky.,on a charge of killing 
her husband, aged sixty. 

The Mormon temple at .Salt Lake will yet re
quire more than four years for its completion, 
and will cost $3,000,000. 

J. C. Briggs, a prominent farmer of Colby, 
Wis., committed suicide—caused by ill health 
and financial despondency. 

William Leonard, a native of Wexford coun
ty, Ireland, died at the Providence hospital, 
Seattle, Wash. Tor., aged 100 years. 

Ezra Bostwick of Union City, Mich., has do
nated a (M0 acre farm, valued at $30,000, to 
Albion college, for a chair of astronomy. 

Mrs. Leam&u, of Doland, Dak., left her little 
boy alone in the house and returned to find 
hiin so badly burned that he died soon after. 

At Durand, Wis., the body of Mrs. Catenhausen 
was found in her cellar. Her husband con
fessed the deed, and hanged himself in jail. 

Stilson Hutchios, of the Washington Post, is 

interested in a MW type-setting machlns, 
whioh has an automatic spacing attachment. 

Frank M. Duffy, the postal clerk arrested si 
Winnipeg on a charge of mail robbery, has 
been released for lick of evidence to convict 

The property of the La Crosse Gas companj 
was sold to W. W. Woodbury of Minneapolis? 
consideration private, but probably 9100,000. 

Three disastrous explosions of natural gac 
occurred in three adjoining houses. A score 
of people were injured, some of them fatally. 

Justine Weigel, a Wisconsin farmer living in 
the town of Wien, was killed at Wausau by be
ing thrown from his sleigh by a runaway team. 

Confirmations: Henry A. Griffiths, receiver 
of public moneys, JDes Moines, Iowa; Andre* 
8. Draper, judge of the court of Alabama 
claims. 

O. G. Hanson, aged thirty-four, and his wife, 
aged thirty-three were found dead in their bed 
at Racine, Wis., having been suffocated bj 
coal gas. 

At New York, Schedules in the assignment of 
Abel D. Breed mining stock speculator, were 
filed They give liabilities, 9617,000; nominal 
assets, 1054,200 and actual, #30,000. 

Charles E. Hill of Syracuse, N. Y., who died 
in Japan last October, leaving 91,500,000, re
ceived a divorce three dagrs before hia death, 
and Mrs. Hill will fight for hiB ducats. 

The schedules of John J. Cisco ft Son, New 
York, shows debts and liabilities to be 92,987,-
000; nominal assets, 93,264,000, and actual as
sets will be largely increased by the realization 
of the true value of the securities. 

Mr. Cannon, controller of the currency, says 
the contraction of national bank circulation is 
less than was anticipated, owing largely to the 
absence of bond calls. The banks generally 
desire to continue their charters. 

Dr. Christopher C. Graham, a oentenarian, 
died in Louisville recently. He was born in 
the old fort near Danville, Ky., and was the 
associate of Daniel Boone. Dr. Graham was 
father of Mrs. Senator Joseph Blackbura 

Postoffices discontinued: Iowa—Bailey, 
Hancock county, mail to Aldrich. Post
masters Commissioned—William T. Bycroft, 
Goodie, Dak,; J. W. Henton, Hot Springs, 
Dak.; Annie E. Henry, West Grove, Iowa 

Julius Yattow, one of the deputy United 
States marshals in Chicago tried on the chargt 
of murder, for having killed a man on the da; 
of the recent national election, was acquitted 
before a state petit jury, he having acted it 
self-defense. 

Truth reminds the shriekers against Ameri
ca in the dynamite matter that Lord Palmer, 
ston was turned, out of office for venturing tc 
try and strengthen the English law whet 
Orsini threw his bombs at Napoleon, believed 
to have been made in England. 

Rev. Mr. Lough, assistant chaplain to th< 
imperial troops on the British North American 
station has been convicted of drunkenness and 
indecent assault upon the wife of Sergeant 
Talbot, a member af his congregation. He 
was fined 950 or three months in jail at Hali
fax. 

At Richmond, Va., the grand jury has 
brought in fifteen indictments for felony against 
W. R. Smith, in the state auditor's office. The 
amount in each case ranges from 980 to 99(0. 
The commonwealth's attorney says he will 
probably have 250 indictments against Smith 
before the matter ends. 

The residence of George F. Shaver, in the 
town of Soutlifield. Staten island, bnrned re
cently. The house was an elegant one, a wed
ding present from Commodore Cornelius Van-
derbilt to Daniel B. Allen and the eldest daugh
ter of the commodore. Loss on house, 925,-
000: on contents, 940,000. 

Amelia Hukill Schwatka, mother of Lieut 
F. G. Schwatka, of Arctic fame, died in Salem, 
Or., on Sunday, Feb. 1, aged seventy-three. 
Her daughter, Mrs. Laura Atkeson, died aat 
week. Lietenant Schwatka's father, sevens -
four years of age, who lost both legs in an ac
cident a year ago, is very feeble 

Dispatches from Korti, describing the situa
tion of Gen. Stewart's forces at Gubat, make it 
plain that the Mahdi's men havo arranged to 
make a stubborn stand in Metemneh. They 
are so well situated there that it has been deem
ed abvisable to await reinforcements before 
assulting the stronghold. 

Berlin Cable: The ultramontanes reveal 
their hospitality to Prince Bismarck by their 
non-participation in the national gift which is 
now talked about. A leading Catholic journal 
says: "To do so would be to kiss the hand at 
the hilt of the sword." But in spite of this it 
is certain that the collection of funds will re
sult in a grand total. 

Prof. Nicholas Francis Cook died in Chicago, 
recently of heart disease, aged fifty-six years. 
He was one of the best known physicians in 
the West, holding the chairs of chemistry, 
pathology and diagnosis in the homeopathic 
college iu this city, Cincinnati and Ann Arbor, 
Mich. He was a grandson of the first govern
or of Rhode Island. 

The proprietor of the Arlington hotel of this 
city received a letter recently from Private 
Secretary Lamontdefinitely engaging rooms 
at that hotel for the president-elect, his three 
sisters and brother and for Col. Lamont and 
family. The time of their arrival here is des
ignated as March 2, but it is thought they may 
come u day or two sooner. 

Gen. Buller, Gen. Wolseley's chief of staff, is 
temporarily appointed to succeed Gon. Stewart 
as command")' of the expedition to Khartonm 
via Metemneh. Gen. Sir Evelyn Wood sus-
cceds Buller as chief of statf. "Gen Grenfell 
succeeds Wood as commander-in-chief of the 
Egyptian army. Gen. Gory succeeds Grenfell 
in command of Nile transports. ; 

A largo locomotive, while pushing a snow 
plow on the linker City branch of the Oregor 
Railway and Navigation company's lines, ueai 
Union, jumped the track on the side of a steep 
mountain. The engine and plow ran with 
frightful velocity down the sharp declivity, a 
distance of over live hundred yards, witiiout 
upsetting. They never halted unril level ground 
was reached. Engineer .lames Harlin and ttie 
fireman leaped out at the imminent risk of 
their lives. 

The Clearwater Advance commends the Pio
neer Press in its new venture "presenting in 
its Sunday issue articles on current topics by 
specialists." It says the articles are made 
doubly valuable because the antuors "are 
known to he in lull jiossexsitm of their powers. 
It is a literary treat to pernio their writing ;." 
The Advance i-» ri.i?ht, and the fact that tliese 
articles are published in the Weekly as we'i at 
in the Sunday Pioneer Press, places them withir 
reach of every bo<ly for One dollar a year. } 
marvel of cheap literature, 

The annual report of the commissioner ot 
patents show-* r< c 'ipts, $1,015,expemli-

i turcs, $'.i1.-,r.S , iin.l !>thnce in the Unit:.! 
! States treasury to :..'omit o'" the p.tent 

fund, '. . J i v.Ti'e i • •' 11: *t 1 , !l 
patents and .n<* .rt.* : p •cnn ne e ivi-vued, 
and i,> -1 t'*:i .(• . • ; •> .. i. . 1 !)•• - rcv.H i; 
12,:>l'l patent • <*s, ..-.i.i, u:.d pal ts w->:«« wit i-
hold in 2,!>i9 c • i«r non-) ay/eoni oi' tn« fi
nal fee. Oi' p r-> i"Su-d, were to ei.i-
*eus of the l.i.rn.'. .-stau-» a;.d i,as4 to foreign* 

' ers. 

NOMAS OF corns. 
SENATE—The Pacific railroad bill was consid

ered and then the interstate commerce bills 
same up. The senate, by a vote of 22 to 33, de
clined to strike from the house biil the clause 
relating to equal facilities and accommodations 
of passengers. Mr. McMillan spoke against the 
house, or Reagan, bill. 

MR. M'MILI.AN 
said the Reagan bill would very seriously affect 
the interests of the Mississippi valley. The 
people of that region wanted to get their com
modities to the seaboard, either eastward or 
westward, and if the Reagan bill became a law 
the railroads would be obliged to regulate their 
charges for through freights according to rates 
for local freights. Very soon there would be a 
transcontinental line through the British terri
tory, the Canadian Pacific,over which the United 
States would have no control. In view ot this 
fact, with the Reagan bill adopted by both 
houses of congress aud signed by the president, 
the West would find Itself at irretrievable dis
advantage. 

The senate judiciary committee yesterday re
ported favorably the Poland bill, which provides 
that appeals from the supreme courts of the 
District of Columbia and territories to the 
United States supreme court shall only be 
allowed in cases where the matter in dispute 
exceeds $5,000 exclusive of costs Exception Is 
made in cases involving the validity of patent!, 
copyrights, or of anv treaty or statute of or au
thority exercised under laws of the United 
States. 
HOUSE OF REPKESENTATIVEB -Bills were intro

duced to maintain the purity of the ballot box 
ani exteud the benefits of the signal service 
to farmers. A resolution making a change in 
the rules was discussed and Mr. Townshend 
offered an amendment whose design was to 
favor the Mexican Dension bill. This led to 
filibustering, which continued till long past mid
night. 

Monday morning the biil introduced by 
Representative Holman to-day to protect the 
purity of the ballot provides it shall be unlaw
ful for any person to give any of his property, 
real or personal, to be used directly or indirectly 
in securing a vote or appointment for any offioe 
under the government; a violation of this to be 
punished by a fine not exceeding $500 and im
prisonment not exceeding one year. The bill 
further provides: "Every person hereafter 
elected or appointed to fill any office in the 
United States shall take and subscribe to the 
following oath: I do solemnly swear (or affirm) 
that I have not directly or indirectly given, 
promised, advanced or paid any money, or given 
or conveyed any other article of value to any 
person or persons to assist, aid or procure my 
sdecri.'-n or appointment." 

SENATE.—Mr. Cullom moved to amend tho 
house bill by substituting for it tho senate, or 
commission bill. Agreed to—yeas 35, nays 18. 
The Democrats voting in the affirmative were 
Messrs. Colquitt, Hampton, Jonas, McPher-
son, Morgan and Pugli. The only republicans 
Who voted in tho negative were Messrs Ed
munds and Van Wyck. Tho discussion lasted 
most of the session. In executive session the 
following nominations wore received: Gus-
tavus A. Wetter, register of the land office, 
Yankton, Dak.; E. P. Champlin, receiver of 
public moneys, ltapid City, Dak.; Joshua R. 
Smith, Mississippi, consul at Asceucion, Para
guay. Postmasters—Charles A. Spencer, 
Sheboygan Falls, Wis.; Sylvester W. Osborne, 
Darlington, Wis.; Miss Ettie L. Peot, Tipton, 
Iowa; Daniel B. Johns, Groton, Dak.; John T. 
Yeo, Dillon, Mont.; Hattie Dennison, Vancou
ver, Washington Territory. 

HOUSE —Tho bill regulating tho forms of 
bills of lading and duties and liabilities of 
shipowners passed. The river and har
bor bill was debated at much length. 
The Eads Galveston scheme was given damag
ing blows by lieed of Maine, Price of Wiscon
sin, and Washburn ol' Minnesota. Mr. Wash
burn's speech was specially effective against 
this clause of the bill. He said ho was in fav
or of liberal river and harbor appropriations. 
Even the bill produced bv the first session of 
the Forty-seventh congress, which was de
nounced as being largely to improve trout 
streams and macadamize dry runs, were not too 
large for the just needs' of tho country. 
Minnesota was especially interested in 
liberal appropriations for * river and har
bor improvements. Situated at tho head of 
the two great water arms of the country. 
She wanted to see both improved. To I'vnen-
aimre on tnese jninnes ota owes, m a measure, 
her rapid growth. Besides cheap water 
freights, she had en joyed tho cheap railroad 
transit that accomp anies tho improvement of 
water ways, and w ould continue in the future 
unless neutralized by such unnatural legisla
tion as that of tho Reagan bill, which declares 
that railroads sha 11 bo foreclosed from compe
tition with water ways. 

SENATE—Tho interstate commerce (Cullom) 
bill was considered and finally passed—43 to 12. 
As passed by the senate tho bill is sabstan- , 
tially as prepared by Senator Cullom, and • 
goes back to tho house as an amendment 
to the Reagan bilL The chances of an 
agreement between the two houses are not 
by any moans encouraging. The Reagan 
bill was passed by more than a two-thirds vote, 
but many members voted for it because they 
preferred to take that to getting nothing. The 
principal point of difference between the two 
measures is that tho senate bill provides for 
nine commissioners, to whom is giv«n full 
power to regulate all matters provided for, 
while the lieagan bill refers all contro- ( 
verted points to the courts, and im- ' 
poses heavy penalties for the violation of its 
provisions. Whether a majority of the houso 
will insist upon this feature of the Reagan bill 
is an open question; but there are reasons to 
justify tho belief that this featuro will be in
sisted upon. ±ho prospects, therefore, for an 
agreement in conference are far more encour
aging. 

Tho bill to retire trade dollars and suspend 
the coinage of standard silver dollars was de
bated. 

Htu.-E.—There was an extended discussion 
31' th > river and harbor bill but no notes were 
taken. 

Mr. Van Wyck offered the following resolution, 
which was ncreed to: 

Resolved, That tho secretary of the interior 
In f rm the senate what amounts were due the 
United States on Dec. 31, 1882, from tho Union , 
Pacific railroad, also what amounts have become 
due from that date until Dec. 31, 188-1, accord
ing to the rule laid down in the decision lately 
made between the United States and said road 
in the cnim of claims; also whether the annual 
soul:-m"nt was made Feb. 1, 18S5, as provided 
in l he Tlr'rman act. 

VrHhe-iri n offered the following resolution, 
v • i.:I) v •- " I'edto: 

! ! l v -  ! ,  T U n t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  o n  j u d i c i a r y  b e  
•'i • d •! nquire and report to the senate as to 

>'.*•!» -l«l - -ion is required, and if so. in 
i : iv i io the appointment of courts iuar-

• -1 :• f tl l*c regulation, proceedings and prac-
i.i ir • 's Vfnre such courts in time i«f peace, 

•-'ni wl:.-. r uudur existing laws an officer may 
IjvM i- .! i ' i re a court luanial appointed by the 
;ivsl:ie in cases where the contmandcr of the 
accus 'I ursi :or to be t ried is not the accuser. 

Til'.'b'il ; ;:*«ed authorizing the construction 
of a Im .icr ss the Mississippi at Memphis. 

T'.J setili e then took up the b:ll to quite the 
t i'J'i e s t t iers on Des Moines river lauds, but 
at •jo'clo.-k it was displaced by the bill for the 
rod-ill. :i of trade dollars and suspension of 
s • 11 1.:! I 1 !ar C IlllUte. 

Mi-. 15 .• i 'Is rongly opposed the redemption 
•! d' liar at its face vain'. Indeed, he 

ob.!,":jo o i e word "redmiption"in eoiuiee;i"n 
v, i !i i . T • de dollars were iu tlie same category 

«i;y.»r . It was to him a paradox ii w 
JIK'-I C L. . <k, in the name of justice, to re-
i- Iv * s: •• t :• more, yet we were told the honor 
o! I lie .• ir.irry wis at stake. This so-called 
"red > !•;• .11" would be a d. parture from ihe 
la '* -: • "f government, passing from the 
v; 1 . j.o <•••-ted to the unreal and imaginary. 
'• ':e >' jnestion was, can congress create 
v 1. ' tii.nh of you, by taking thought, can 
* d-t I.. Ilia Wliutli of vnu 

majority or you, oy passing laws - trom now till' 
doomsday, can create a valae? Could we create 
values bv congressional fiat? Could congress 
say "Let value be," and value would be? Con
gress had already tried it. With 2,000,000 inen 
In the field congress had issued1 notes bearing 
their value stamped upon them, yet it had been 
unable to keep those notes at half their face 
value. This was 

NOT A PABTT QUESTION. 
He advocated the suspension of the silver 

coinage act. The laws of busiuess should be 
recognized. Those who would suffer most by 
silver mono-metallsm were laborers, those who 
could not bide their time. An apprehension ex--
isted in the business community of evils stated 
by Secretary McCulloch as likely to follow any 
approach to mono-metalism on the basis of sil
ver. There were laws of commerce that could 
not be set aside at the behest of legislators. To 
be sure, the supreme court had said congress 
could destroy every pecuniary obligation ex
pressed in lawful money ot the United States. 
Mr. Bayard did not wish to comment further 
upon that most remarkable and startling decis
ion, but there was one thing congress and the 
supreme court and all the armies that could lie 
raised could not do, and that was to create or 
maintain a value against the belief of the person 
to whom tendered. Bayard believed that all 
currency necessary for the United States at the -
present time was here. 

The house made very little headwayjto-day 
with the enormous mass of business- that is 
bping crowded into its laRt days. An hour 
was spent in wrangling over the rules. It is re
corded that the house actually passed three 
bills The latter part of the session was oc
cupied in discussing the interminable river 
and liarhor bill. The warmest personal tilt 
in the history of this congress took place to
day between Reed of Maine and Hiscock of 
New York on the one side, and Hreckenridge 
of Arkansas and Hunt of Louisana on the 
other. 

Iu the House the 5th the legislative, execu
tive and judicial anuropriat.ion bill reported to 
the house to-day recommends an appropriation 
or $21,213,701, which is $l,08s, l(!8 less than 
the estimates and less than the appro
priation for the present tiscal year. The biil re
duces the salaries of 150 special examiners in 
the pension bureau, provided for at the last ses
sion, from $1,000 to $1,401) annually, on recom
mendation of the interior department:. It also 
provides that the president shall discontinue 
he appointment aud services of officers at ports 

of entry where for two successive years last past 
the revenues collected were less ilnvii the s;il-
ries and expenses of the otiiee. The president 

.nay, however, appoint deputy collectors for 
~i:eh ports, who shall be compensated bv l'ees 
riot exceeding $1,500. The office oi superintend
ent of foreign mails is abolished super
vision of the ioreign mail service is placed *.vith 
the second assistant postmaster general. The 
compensation f special agents in the internal 
revenue service is limited to $<!a day,except tho 
chic!', who is to receive #8 a dav. Judges of t he 
court of claims suaII prescribe a system ot fees 
similar to that in the United ft a.tos circuit 
eourts.and shall enforce their collections .against 
litigants unsuccessful in causes of action in t he 
court. The governor of Dakota is also author
ized, in conjunction with the presiding officers 
of the last legislat ure, to reapportion the terri
tory. first Monday in September. 133,oor within 
"n dnys thereafter. 

SENATE—After considerable time spent in unr 
important business, Mr. Palmer spoko in favor 
of the proposed woman suffrage amendment to 
the constitution. The bill to regulate the f ee3 of 
pension agents and attorneys passed. The bill 
provides: No fee greater than $10 shall be re
ceived by pension claim agents, except that, 
under special circumstances, subject to revision 
by the commissioner of pension, a contract in 
writing may be made between applicants and 
claim agents for a fee not exceeding $25. The 
bill contains a clause specially forbidding the 
collection by claim agents of more than $10 on 
claims filed between June 20, 1878, and July 4, 
1884, and prohibiting government pension 
agents from paying claim agents more than 
S10 on such claims, even in cases of new con
tracts. 

In executive session, tne following appoint
ments were confirmed: Joshua A. "Smith, 
Mississippi, United States consul at Asuncion, 
Paraguay; Robert Woodbridge, Ohio, agent 
for the Indians at Lemhi agency, Idaho. Post
masters—Hattie Dennison, Vancouver, Wash
ington; John T. Yoe, Dillon, Mont; Miss Ettie 
L. Peet, Tipton, Iowa; Daniel B. Johns, Groton, 
Dak.; C. K. Ingham, Alton, Iowa; Sylvester 
W. Osborne, Darlington, Wis.; Charles A. 
Spencer, Sheboygan Falls, Wis. 

Nominations—James A. McKnight, Utah, 
consul of the United States at St. Helena ; Ed
ward H. Thompson, Massachusetts, consul of 
the United States at Merida. Postmasters— 
Newton W. Simmons, Boone, Iowa 

HOUSE.—The river and harbor bill was dis
cussed at great length without result. The 
house evening session passed tweutv-six pen
sion bills, including one granting a pension of 
$10 each to the minor ckildren of the lata 
Lieut. Kislingbury and one increasing to -S50 
the pension of the widow of Commodore Fille-
brown, and adjourned. 

Current Notes. 
New York lias shopkeepers whose 

chief business is to cater to the tastai 
of the Anglomauiacs. Some of their 
liang forth signs emblazoned "Purveyoi 
to Her Majesty the Queen," or "Patron
ized by Royalty," and set forth the fact 
that the goods were purchased by En-
lishmen of title. 

At night the Mexican policeman brings 
i lantern and a blanket. He sets the 
lantern in the middle of the street, and 
ill carriages are compelled to keep to 
the right of the row of lanterns which 
can be seen glimmering from one end 
of the street to the other. As long as 
people are passing he stands at the cor
ner, but when tilings quiet down he re
tires to a neighboring doorway, wrap!* 
his blanket around him and lies down 
to pleasant dreams. 

The largest room in the world under 
one roof, and unbroken by pillars, is at 
St. Petersburg. It is 620 feet long by 
150 in breadth. By daylight it is used 
for military displays, and a battalion 
can completely maneuver in it. Twen
ty thousand wax tapers are required to 
light it. The roof of this structure is a 
single arch of iron, and it exhibits re
markable engineering skill in the archi
tect. 

The deficit of the last World's Expo
sition in Paris was upward of SO,000,-
000, and that of Vienna, in 1873, was 
over $9,000,000. The Philadelphia Cen
tennial Exposition, in 1876, was the on
ly one since that of Loudon, in 1852, 
that paid expenses. 

During the five months ended Nov. 
30, 1884, the value of the Canadian ex
ports of the products of the forest felJ 
off $3,727,983, or over 17 per cent, at 
compared with the corresponding 
months of 1883. It is estimated that 
50,000,000 feet of deals will be wintered 
over in the province and 30,000,000 
feet of logs. Lumber operations dur
ing the present winter will be cut down 
at least one-third as compared with 
1883. 


