THE CANADIAN UPRISING.

——

That the Indians as Well as the Half-
Breeds Are Now on the War Path
Is an Undeniable Fact.

—_—

Causes of the Pending Trouble.

Ih order to understand fully the circum-
stances which have led up to the insurrec-
tion in the Saskatchewan country it is neces-
gary to go back to the uprising in Manitoba
m 1861, known as the Red river rebellion,
and the causes which led to that outhreak.
The Red river rebellion was incident to the
transter by the Hudson's Bay company of
its territory to the dominion government.
Yor nearly two hundred years this great fur-
trading company had not only enjoyed the
exclusive right to the entire trade and trattic
of the immense possessions granted by King
Charles IL to Prince Rupert and his seven-
teen associates, but had made laws for and
governed the territory, having complete
lordship thereof, with full legislative, judi-
cial and executive powers. The last renewal
of the charter expired in 18359, and after
that it was never renewed again, the com-
pany having no special advantages beyond
its tried and splendid organization. In 1867
the act of parliament creating the Dominion
of Canada contemplated the acquisition by

\\

with the French, and at times there seemed
to be danger that the government would
eter out altogether. It retained possession,
owever, all through the winter, spring and
summer of 1870, until Sir Garnet Wolseley's
arrival with British troops.
RIEL ABDICATES.

Instead of holding their ground, Riel and
his compatriots fled from Fort Garry and
crossed the United States' line, leaving their
guns and ammunition behind themn. Sir
Garnet, on the 24th of August, took peace-
uble possession of the Fort and issued his
famous orders. Riel was afterward ban-
ished for five yemrs. Such was the
Red river rebellion of 1869-70.
It was practically a war without bloodshed,
and contemporary history relates many
acts of clemencey and kindness on the part of
the rebel leader, who did not seem disposed
at any time to pursue a sanguinary policy.
He has been reverely criticised by friends of

country when he had practically everythiug

ever, is inclined to approve of his course as
a4 verv prudentone. In 1871 there was an
attempt to renew the rebellion, but it speed-
ily collapsed. In this cumpaign there were
intercsted a company of about seventy-five
Fenians under Gen. O'Neil. These camped
in the woods near Pembina, and captured
the British post opposite .that place. An
officer who was with this expedition claimed
that the enterprise failed through the treach-
ery of Riel.

T'he actual trfansfer of the Hudson Bay
ossessions had Leen delayed by the rebel-
ion, and did not actually take place unt:l

July 15, 1870. Mr. Archibald, the lieutenant

the movement for his course in vacating the |

in his own hands. General sentiment, how- |

ing to their French custom, had laid
out their farms in parallelograms
along the banks of the
wan and its branches, and the surveyors
were of course compelled to destroy this ar-
rangement. The J)eople earnestly protested.
They also renewed their claims for grants of
240 acres per capita, and from that time to
this the agitation has been kent up. Various
complications have arigen in the meantime,
and complaints have been made of delays
and arbitrary acts on the part of the govern-
ment.  Riel was again called upon for
counsel and advice. He was visited in Mon-
tana, where he has been living, by a depu-
tation ot the half-breeds, and in response to
their appeal went into the St Laurient
country. The half-breeds, in the meantime,
had laid their grievances before the domin-
ion pailiament at Ottawa.  Last September
they held a meeting at St. Laurent, at which
i they adopted a bill of rights, of which the
following is the substance:
| __First, the subdivision into provinces of the
| Northwest territories; second, the half-breeds
| to receive the same grants and other acvantages

| as the Manitoba half-breeds; third, patentsto |

| be issucd at once to the colonists in possessions
| fourth, the sale ot half a million acres ot domin-
| ion lands, the proceeds to be applied to the es-
i tablishment in the half-breed scttlements of
schools, hospitals and such-like institutions,
l and to the equipment of the poorer half-breeds
with seed grain and implements; fitth, the res-
ervation of 100 townships of swamp land for

distribution among the children of half-breeds |

during the next 120 years; sixth, a grant of at

least $1,000 for the maintenance of an institu-
| tion to be conducted by the nuns in each half-
| breed settlement; and seventh, better provision
tor the support of the Indians.

The last item, it is said, was serted by
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This map shows very clearly the location cf the seat of the war, which is hetwe
he represented within the forks, instead of above them.
It is more comm
aame, on the river.  Rexina is not represented on the map.

runs into the Saskatchewan country.

en the two branches of the Saskatchewan river.
Qu'Appelle is on the Canadian Pacific railroad, and is the point from which the stage route
only known as Razina, but in form °r vears took the name Qu'Appelle, from the fort of that
It is further west than Fort Qu'Appelle. |

Duck lake should

the government of the Hudson Bay cowm- |
pany’s territory, and Dec. 1, 1869, was sub- |
sequently fixed as the date of the transter.

As the expiry of the charter had only de-

prived the company of its special licenses |
and privileges, and not of its original terri- |
tory, it was necessary tor the government to |
The price agreed |

purcbase the territory.
upon was £300,000, which looks like a very

small sum in view of the immensity of the :
These proceedings |

posscsgions involved ]
awakened alarm in the hearts of the French

half-breed settlers whose rude houses lined |

the banks of the Red and Assinaboine rivers.
These people were mainly the descendants
of the early traders, trappers and cmployes
of the Hudson's Bay company. They were

in the main an untutored people. except for |
such instruction as they received from theit |

priests. Each head of family had his little
strip of lund which he cultivated, and the
dwellings of the people were princi-
pally log huts. The titles
they held their lands had been
from the Hudson's Day
where they had titles, but in many cases it
would probably have been difficult to estab-
lish any legal or valid claim to the land.
However, for years they had remained in
undisturbed posscssion of the property on
which they had built their eabins, and felv

erfectly secure in the possession thereof.

heir state had been the Hudson's Bav com-
pany. The rule of the company had been in
the main mild and beneficent; and, alt!
there had been occasional complaints
the company for arbitrariness in connz
with trading—for it fixed its own price
hunters and traders were compelled to ac-
cept them or nothing—the people were gen-
erally well content with their lot. The pro-
posed transfer of the sompany’'s possession
gave promige of an entirely new and untried
condition of things.

THE CAUSE OF ALARM.

The settlers felt insecure in their posses-
sions and in regard to their civil rights.  The
course or the British government in placing
them under the dominion of the Canadian
government seemed to them arbitrary. Their
voice had nmot been heard in the matter.
They knew nod what to expeet. There was
much murmuring, and as the time
proached, when the transter was to he com-
summated.the zectiers of the Assinaboine and
Red-River districts bhegan to organize, with
Louis Riel av their head. They drew up a
bill of rights in which they put forth, among
other deimands, the tollowing:

First, the right to clect rheir own legislature;
sccond, this lecislature to have power to pass all
laws of a local nature by a two-thirds vot r
the veto of the executive: third, a free ho
and pre-emption Jaw, =imilar to
United States; fourth, a portion of the pubhc
land to be donated to the support of schools and
construction of voads and bridges; fitth, treaties
with the Indian tribes calculated to seenre peace
in the future.

Willium McDougall, who bad been ap-
pointed as governor of the newly orcanized
territory, arrived there in October. He found
the roads in possession of the insurgents,

obtained

tend

and was driven from the country wich his |

suite, and for some time lived in camp near
Pembina, on this sid: of the line. This was
the first act of war on the part of the rebels.
They immediately obtained possession of all
the posts and forts, and were the masters of
the country. A provisional government was
organized at Fort Garry, with John Brousse

as president, Louis Riel commander-in-chief |
of the armies, and the young priest and pa- |

triot O'Donoghae was virtually secretary of
state and secretary of war, The governor
surrounded himse!f with twenty-four coun-
gelors, twelve selected from uamong the
French half-breeds and twelve from among
the English and Scotch element. The
capture of Fort Garry had been ecasily

. accomplished .and without bloodshed In

the meantime Gov. McDougall bad attempt-
ed to interest the Indians in his eause, and
made sormy futile attemptsto gain josses-
sion of his province. A counter-revolution
was also atteinpted by the Loyalists, and one
James Scott was chot by order of Riel. The
council of the provisional government was uot
always harmonious, the *cotch and English
elements cowming into occasional couthet

under which |

compuny, |

u)- |

that of the |

|
governor of the new Canadian province,
arrived Sept. 3. After this commissions were
appointed on behalf of the British govern-
{ ment and the inhabitants of Manitoba to
arrange the difficulties existing and to arrive
at an equitabie adjustment of attairs in the
province. In this conference Bishop Tache
participated, representiug the people of the
| province. At the time hewas attending the
wcumenical council
came home to artend to his duties in this
connection in response to a telegram from
the British government. He always had
, great influence with the people. From the
fact thatv he declines to act as a mediator in
| the present crisis, it is surmiscd that be
did not consider himself well treated in
connection with the previous negotiations
What was known as the Manitobua act was
| passed by parliament this same year, By this
act many of the privileges asked by the
| rebels were granted to the inhabitants of the
country, and they have since lived under a
representative form of government. The
population of ull Manitoba at that time was
about 14,000, the proportion of whites to
| half-breeds being about one to seven or
eight.
uct is what has led to the present difticulty.
As intimated above, the titles of half-breeds
to their lands were not very distinet, and
many ot the people were doubitless squatters
By the Manitoba act there were 1,400,000
| acres of land set aparttor half-breed infants;
subsequent grants were made of land
and scrip to the half-breed heads of
families.  Afterwards came an order divid-
| ing up the 1.400,000 of land, o as to grant
| to each halt-breed child born prior to July 1,
| 1870, a parcci of 240 acres free,
i APPORTIONING THE LAND.
{
|
|

There were many ditliculties met with in
apportioning out land. The tracts possessed
by the French halt-breeds along the crooked
rivers of Canada were in most cases long

| parallelograms, with a narrow river frontage
and exctending back inland. These the do-
imm:on surveyors were obliged to cut up

{and d vide up in a manner that seemed ut- |

| teriy reckless to the poor half-breeds, and

there were many protests and threats.
; ‘Then there had been delays and more or less
dissatisfaction from the beginning.  On the

other hand the law ol apportionment was |
an extent that half- |

appreciated to such
breed infants came to be at a premium, and
it is cven said that children were transferred

from one family to another in order
to obtain land. Next, lands were
placed in chancery wuntil the chil-

dren should have come of age, with the spe-
cial stipulation that they should bLe consid-
ered to have attained their majority at eight-
{een. In many cases, however, the money
realize by the sale of lands was not placed
in the care of the court, hut orders were even
given that the money should he given to the
care of parish priests or the heads of families.
Lands were also taken out of chancery and
sold out rapidly. and land sharks were about
making all’ they could by taking advantage
of the peculiar feature of the infant provis-
ion. he half-breeds themselves were an
easy going pc-n;»le_ and the lands and scrip
grunted to heads of families were in many
cases squandered. Doubtless there were
numerous abuses of this kind, but the law
was generally acceptabie to the half-breeds
of Manitoba, and they took full advantage
of 1. Now, beyond the contines of Manitoba,
in the Northwest Territory, lay a few haif-
breed sections, for the inbabitants of which
10 provision wa= made in the Manitoba act.
As a matter of fact, the inhabitants of these
| places did not demand an apportionment of
]and at the time. The St Laurent district,
the geat of the present uprising, was among
these sections.
THE AGITATION AT ST. LAURENT.
About ten years ago, however, the settlers
of this district began to wake up to the fact
that they should receive some consideration,
nd asked to he placed on the rame footing
with regard to homesteads and lands as the
half-breeds of Manitoba. Later dominion
Furveyors were sent into the country to lay
out the lands. Here the same difliculty was
met as in the Red and Assinaboine
river districts. The half-breeds, nccord-

sitting in Rowme, and |

An agrarian feature of the Manitoha |

Riel in order to please Poundmaker, an In-

with the half-breeds.
parently asks for a good deal more than
the rebels have any idea of obtaining, but it
is said that Monsignor Grandin, the Roman
Catholic bishop of that region, and most of
the ]'In;.viish-nrntaking settiers are in favor of
it. Since Riel's presence in the Saskatche-

head of the movement for rights, and under
his leadership the forces have organized and
the present rebellion has been engineered.
The events of the conflict are still fresh in
the memory of all.
THE PRESENT REDELLION.
The rebellion war started in the early

part of last week. At first the do-
minion government professed to con-
sider the insurrection as of no im-

portance. but the cutting of the telegraph
lines and the threatening uprising of the
Indians all through the Saskatchawan terri-
tory as well us the imminent danger in which
the Canadian Pacific railroad is pluced has
| thoroughly aroused them, and troops are
being rapidly hurried to the front by special
trains as fast as they can be prepared to take
| the field. The exact strength of Riel's forces
is not known. Ltis said to he composed of
500 to 1.500 men, armed with Kemington
and Winchester rifles, and Gen. Middleton

declines to advance to the front with less
than 1,500 men.  The first troops left Win-
nipeg for the scene of the rebellion on Thurs-
day of last week. They comprised six com-
panies of the Nineteenth battalion, in all 270
men; to these are to be added the regu-
lar mounted police alrcady on the ground,
and several military companies organized by
the settlers residing in the section where the
rebellion is in progress. The troops, however,

are at Qu'Appelle, waiting for reinforce-
ments.  The tirst regular battle hetween the

day afternoon. Ten civilians of Prince Al-
bert and two policemen were killed and four
civilians and seven constables wounded.
The rebel loss was fifteen killed, A second
fight at Duck lake, on Fridav, resulted in the
killing and wounding of thirteen policemen
and volunteers and the death of forty rebels.
Fort Carleton was also destroyed on the 27th
by Col. Irvine, of the police force, to prevent
its falling into the hands of the rebels. Vol-
unteers arc being called for by the govern-
ment, and are responding in large numbers.
As fast as equipped they are being pushed
to the front, and 500 men at least will be
ready to leave Winnipeg for the scene of
war In a few days.
DETAILS OF THE FIGHT.

A Battleford dispatch received to-day says:
“A scout just arrived gives particularsof the
engagement at Duck lake. Thursday, between

jolice and volunteers with the rebels. The

alf-breeds greatly outnumbered the sol-
diers, there being only seventy-five of the
latter, who were on their way to Duck Lake,
and were met by a tlag of truce, and whilo
a parley was going on the rehels
opened fire tfrom posltions on hoth sides
of the trail. An exciting lLattle followed, in
which at least forty rebels were killed, be-
gides which as many more were woundad,
and four taken prisoners. The cannon did
good service in intimidating the enemy, and
if it had not heen for that circumstance thae
loss of life would have been much greater
among the police and volunteers.

THE INDIANS RISING.

A rebel emissary, who has been traveling
around amongst the Indian reserves on the
Saskatchewan, inciting a rising, has been ar-
rested, and is now in custody at Fort Pitt.
News hag been received of a concentration
of Crees at Poundiraker’'s reserve, and it is
feared that Indians are now about starting
on the war path. A delegation is on its way
to Battleford to make demands.

The police have decided to abandon Battle-»
ford, Duck Lake and Carlion as posts, and
concentrate their forces at Prince Aibert.
Riel's forces have been greatly augmented.
He has 1,500 half-breeds, and is bemg
joined by Chief Beardy. Indians are rising
in many places, and it is believed it will be

genera

Saskatche- |

dian chiet who has made common cause |
The bill of rights ap-

wancountry he has been actively at the !

who {s to command the government troops |

'~ DAKOTA TERRITORIAL NOTES.
There are only 900 vacant claims on

LAND OFFICE.

the records of the Aberdeen land of- ,

fice.

structed at Port Emma.

There are forty school districts in

Lawrence county and 4,000 school chil-
| dren.

Dr. Anderson of Athol, Spink county,

| claims to have officiated at the birth of
| five Dakotaians in one day.

{ County Treasurer Stevens of Beadle
| county is under way.
. Theresidence of Justice Roberts, at

| Huron was burned. Loss, $3,000, in-

| surance, 1,900.

[ During the past year 3,000 Manito-

| bians have settled 1n the Turtle moun-
| tainccuntry.

| Fire destroyed the two-story store

kbuildiug and part of the stock and |

| household goods of Thomas Flaherty

{ at Emery,

{  The cost of buildings tobe erected in

| Mitchell this season is estimated at
$500,000.

A five-foot vein of coal has been dis-

| covered near Columbia, which will be
developed.

' Governor Peirce has issued a procla-
mation designating Wednesday, April
15, as Arbor day, and recommends tree-

- planting on that day.

| Highmore will issue bonds for $5,000
with which to bore an artesian well,
water now being hauled several miles.

Peyton H. Acton, late editor of the
Sioux Falls Leader, and a writer of con-
siderable prominence for Eastern period-

| icals, died of inflammation of the bowels

| at Sioux Falls.

A colony,consisting of 500 families, the
heads of which aremostly Grand Army
men, is being formed in Cleveland,Ohio,

| to settle in Morton county.

| Bishop Marty of Dakota will proba-
bly change his residence, and Pierre

| and White Lode are each trying to se-

 cure the seo I'ouse for their village.

{ A building association, with a capital
stock of $100,000, has been organized

at Brookings.

Edmunds county has 1,500 vacant

claims, and McPlerson county has 2,-

600,

A daily train will be placed upon the
Jamestown & Northern railroad when

the new time-card takes effect, and run
| to New Rockford until the track is com-
| pleted to Minnewaukan.

McNicol & McAdams have beenaward-

ed the contract for building the Walsh
| county jail at $4,000.

| In the Franks shooting case at Huron |

| the Brown erowd, arrested for riot, was
dismissed for want of evidence, and the

case was dropped. Administrator
| Brown holds the prcperty.
There were thirty-one deaths at

| Sioux I'alls the past winter.

| The Grand Army of the Republic for
Dakota Territory have aceepted the in-
vitation of the Aberdeen post, and will
hold their annual reunion at Aberdeen

during the second weck of the coming
September. Redfield and Sioux Falls

tertaining the hoys.
dred or more are expected.
A Miss Curtiss of Huron, has brought

suit for $10,000 damages against Mr.
Dinneer, a hotelkecper there, whom

she charges with having accused her of '

being a prostitute and knocking her
down.

Miss Emma Marvin of Sioux Falls
attended the services at the Catholic

church, Sunday, and durmg the ser-
vice she got up and went out, since
which she eannot be found. A search
18 in progress. ¢

The dwelling of H. A. Boles at Miller
was burned. Loss,$1,500; insurance,
§1,000. Cause, defective flue.

The Indians from the Berthold reseva-

tion are encampad along the river banks
in McLean county, waiting for the
spring floods to drive th : deer out of the
bottom lands.

rebels and the police took place last Thurs-

The Northern Pacific road is prepar-
ing and arranging to run one or more
excursion traing from Chicago to Now
Salem, for the accommecdation of set-
tlers. The first excursion is ex pected
to leave Chicugo April 14,

J. W. Jesper was held to the grand
jury at Fargo, on a charge of wheat
stealing from the barn of A. Chandler.
He is accused of stealing 600 bushels
all told.

Capt. Sharpe, Compuny O, Seven-
teenth infantry, suicided at Fort Totten,
killing himself with a pistol. He
leaves a wifc and several children, who
arein the East. It is believed his
mind was affected.

The board of trustees in the Yankton

insane asyvlum elected Dr. D. T. Etter
| of Yankton superintendent. Robert
Cox, who was appointed a member of
the board, refused to qualify, and the
. racancy left by his refusal will be filled
by the governor.

A £1,300 Methodist church will be con- |

were competitors for the honor of en- |
Twenty-five hun- |

1

b‘
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LANDS,

| Aninvestigation of the accounts of ex- |

EAP RAILROAD
f LANDS

Griggs Coun ty, Dak.

2 Settlerslocated. Final
?proofs made and money

furnished. Railroad lands
'purchased and money

furnished in part. Con-

‘test casestried and deter-

{ mined,

Money loaned on
‘chattel security. *“The
'early bird catches the
worn,”

IVER JACOBSON,

ATTORNEY AT LAW,

BUNELLAVENUE,COOPERSTOWN,

GRIGGS COUNTY, D.T.
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