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" LATEST NEWS SUMMARY.

Arraigument of Louis Riel for Trial.

Regina, N. W. T., Special.—The trial of
Louis Riel for high treason opened on the
20th. The prisoner was brought from the
mounted police barracks at 10:30 in a
wagon under a  strong escort of police,
Walking to the wagon, the prisoner strode
along with a swagger, carryving @ fifteen-
pound ball under his left arn. He look-
ed proud and detant. and demanded
of the guard if he eonld 1ot =0¢ his counsel
before the treinlbegan. At thecourt honsea
cell has been fitted up in the eeliar for his
aecomodation. Gen. Middicton and stafy
occupied seats to the ictoithe bhench, Coll
Richardgon, sti rv nagistrate, who is
the judge, aunoune that Henry Lejeuns
would be his assoe Ricl, in charge of
mounted police, entered the court room
with a firm step. tut his face denoted the
agitation he attempted to conceal. He
was about to take a =eat in the box when
the judge addvessed ! asking il he had
read the indictimens v him and the
jury panel. e r i hass voice:
“I have, your h 3 on of the
court the clork then vead the indictiment
chavging him witin making war
the constitntion of the
“Do you plead ty  or not wuilty
to the indictme asked  the clerk.
Before Ricl o veply  Lennenx, on
behalf of the vrisoner, filed an appeal to
the jurisdiction of th which set
forth that o stinondi sute, under
the ]H'(l\‘i.\'i’.‘“ of Territorios
act, ought not 1« wnizance of the of-
fense charged inth dictment beeause the
prisoner protest nocence, and as the of-
fenses chivgod e nunishable with death,
he should he sent 1o some other conrt in
the dominion where <, esare taken
cognizance of strate
to the t = liud no power to aet.

Alfor briei o nent by counsel for Riel,
the demnrer was viel heing
again asked to plecd. soid, after <ome hes- |
iation: I have the honor to answer to |
the court that T o not guilty.” Bring |
asked if he was yen lor his trial, counsel |
requested adionynn aflida- |
vits setting forth the importance of having |

|
|
|

certain witnesses for the defense.

During the vroceedings Ris
quiet air, wate
and frecauent 1
points. Hesays G
has no fear as to t

P maintained a
ed the procecdings closely.
ited hiz Inwyers on

Washington News,

C. A, Lounsherry is appointed postinas-
ter at Bismarck, and P, H, Cuthbert at |
Helena,

The work of construecting the areat Roman
Catholic university at Washington will not
be wtiarted untit next spring. Plans will be
decided on at theaneeting of the prelates,
on Nov. 11,

Sheridan has orea
force, composed of

ized an Tndian police !
) younyg Chevennes.
It is sidd the general. in hisveport, will at-
tribute (he dissatisinction among the
Indians chictly 0 the cattie Jeases.

Postiaster General Vil
had nointention of ree
ion against distribhnting the S400,000 ap- |
propuiated b e transporti-
tion of mails in Nmerican steanships.

After o caly

that he
w=idering his decis-

; ation. and in ae-
cordance with the adviee of Gen, Shoevidan,
the sceretary of the interior has decided 1o
turn over 1o the war departinent the com-
plete cont 2ol of the Cheven wl Arapahoe
reservation in the Ind tory.

The president appoi
William H. Moffatt of v
at Athens; John Devlin of Michigin, consul
at Windsor, Ont.: John C, Rich, lientenant
commander, Unitwi States navy: O, I
Lasher wod H. S, Waring, lieutenants, and
C. C. Rogers, | jnnior grade.

The following apnointwents have heen
made: ThomasJ. Hickman of Louisiona
and Eimet Seibels of Afadiona,  <pecial
agents of tl L oL Billings  of
Alton, 1., « O] i division
of the land o 0 I Heney Howes,
removed:J ohin MeM v ofDBroekville.Pa..
chief of the L irond division of
the seeretary': o =nuceeed Zenbion I,
Stangis of indiana, removed.

M COs

following:

w e

Hetitenan

The president appointed  the followineg |
{ll'\‘.\"ll"'ll“.ll postnuisiersthe incmmbentsall
wing suspended:—Joseph N, Bogert at Wil-
kesbarre, Pa., vie A IFin-
Jin at Streator, T viee 7. M. Ryan; Char-
les K. Gallagher at Salinnanea. N. Y., vice
B. B. Weber; John i oo at Fairlield,
I, vice I AW, Seoft: =, Bavelay Radebaneh,
at Urbana, 111, vice % M. Wright: Clinton
Rosette nt Dekalb. Il vice AL S, Jackson;
George P, Sauford at Lansing, Mich., vice
T. D. Binzham.

The president hasappointed thefollowing
presidentiai postinastersi— harles H. Kav-
anagh, at Wattriord, N. Y., viee Joseph
Harriman, commission expived: Charles J.
Walden, at Fayette, Moo, viee M. 8. Lake,
resigned; Wi n B, Gillespie, at Traer.
Jowa, vice John W, Hat, resianed; S, N,
McCloud, at Mavsvilic, Ohio, viee D, Webb,
resigned: Albort N, Flinn, at Na=hua, N. H..
vice M. 8. Buxton, suspended; =N, Hor-
necke, at Detroit City, Minn.,  viea €.\,
Dix, suspended: Davidd W, Gwynn, at Tal-
apoossia, A, viee William G, Stewart,
suspended; John P Newelll at Danville ).,
vice William R, Jewell, suspended: James
W. Taner, at A

ille, Ind., vice 1. N,
Bennett,  suspen Samuel Jerry, at

i at Vienna sa)

| when o new minister will he appointed. Mr.

Winchester, L, viee M. Bfnnan, suspend-
ed; John T. Sunth, at I
8. DL AtKins, suspewded: Williaim M. Van
Antwerp, at Jackson, Mioh., vice W. L.
Seatou, suspended:  Homer Luce, ot Hig-
ginsville, Mo., viee JWV, Endley, suspended:
Henry T. Fellers. at Bloomington, Ind.,
vice J. G. McPheoters, snuspended,

Record of Casuunlties,

Six persons were drowned in the Walnut
river, seven miles below Donalas, Kansas,
Anson Carman and wife and Mres, Jay Cap-
man, their son'swife,droveintothe stream,
which had rvisen during the night from re-
cent raing, and wereswept down and out of
sight of the sccond wagon, which came
down to theford a few minutes later, In
the second wazon were Mre. and Mrs, Kontes
and Mr. and Mrs, Jay Carman.  They
drove into the stream and were swept
down also.

ey
Crimes and Criminals,
Assistant postmaster at Portsmonth.
Ohio absconds with 82 000,
The Emma Mine scandal s pevived in
the United States cirenit court at Chieago,

Charles Damavin, <on and chief deputy of
;)l)ﬁllllil.\‘"'l Dimavin, of Portsmounth, 0.,
s absconded with 82,700 of government
funds.

Capt. Banicl 1. Ward, who was arrested
dor swindling <everal husiness firms in New

bll.l". I, vice |

York during the past year, pleaded guilty.
andwassent tostate’s prison for three years.

At Bedford, Towa, Ida Kimball, a beauti- |

ful child, aged fifteen, daughter of a leading
business man, shot and killed W. T.

seduced her.

Edward Motz was shot and killed by
Willim Battersly in Philadelphia.  Bat-
tersly had about $400 in his stable to pay
oif his employes. Motz attacked him and
tried to steal the money and in the struggle
the robher was shot.

At Cedar Rapids, Neh., Mr. Campbell, o
well known citizen, committed suicide by
shooting himsell with o rvifle.  Ile leaves no
family. He was a Free Mason, and for
some time had been laboring under the
hallucination that the Masons were after
him to kill hin.

—e
Foreign News,
Licut. Col. Wiliiams is buried at Port
Hope, Ont.
The Riel trind is adjourned for a week on
account of the absence of witnesses for the
defence.

The Landerdalde pecrage case has beender

vided by the house of lords in fanvor of Maj: |

Maitland,

The estimate for the sugar crop in the
Hiwaidian islands this year is 80,000 tons,
as against 70,000 tons last year.

The Berlin newspapers ave calling Minis- |

ter Pendleton “Gentleman George, ' through

the habit of unconscious imitation.
Khedive Tewtik of Eaypt complains that

he has to live moderately on a civil list ol

S450.000, when the khedives before him |

tlonrished on $1,500,000 a year.

Four Arctic expeditions will startfrom
Germany next winter. They are intended
to commence exhaustive researches in the
Russian islands in the North Arctiec ocean.

The halloon in which the aeronant Eloy

ascended from L'Orvient, France, on the
T4th inst., and whice was last seen drifting
ftoward the sca. his been picked up by a

Dicppe smack. Nothing was seen of M,
Eloy, and it is preswmed that he perished.
Lady Aylmer was o Syracuse (N. Y.)

| aivl, and her hushand when she marrvied

him was the penniless cousin of an old Eng.
lish house.  Death stepped in aud removed

| enough persons 1o give Ler hushand title

and estiates and an income of $75,000 a
ASTULE N

The name of the Fenian arvested in Lon
don, on the charge of having murdered
Stephen Galay at Sulthill in 1880, is be-
Hoved to be Hoanry Duif, He was examined
by o magistrate it Sulthill and remanded.
The ecrown authorities are prepaving to
prosceute the prisoner.

The Russian havvest prospects continue
discouraging. The reaping of the winfer
wheat in thesouthern provinees hrings hare-

{1y o middling return, The present out-

look i< that the smmer wheat crops will

evervwhere within the empire yield poor
harvests,

The London Standard’s correspondent

: Mpe. Lee will take charge

legntion until thic antumn,

ol the Americ

Francis will present his letter of reeall as
soon as the emperorreturns 1o Vienna, and
then will ro to Ameriea. In the meantime
Mre. Kelley draws his selarvy,

Intelligence h; dveds from West
Afvicn that the Kingof Dahomey.with many
followers, on May 10, made o raid on the
villivees under French proteetion. near Por-
to Novo. His troops indalzed inthe whole-
sale massaere of theinhabitantsand hurned
all their dwelling
and women were captured and carried back
into Dahoney to be sacrificed at the canni-

= heen re

i hadistic Joasts,

The sensation which was stivred up in

Paris by the pablicity iven to the alleged |

blaek list compiled by Worth of his unre-
liabhle customers, is culiminating, as wias ex-
peeted in law =uits, of which two e al-

pready under way. Madame Jouan, who

claims damages to the extent of 20,000
Iranes, and M. Slabenvauch, o journalist,
who pliees his claims at 100,000 NES,
have entered suit azinst Worth fo® thos
anmonnts,

Taxil. the notorions French atheisticnl
wreteh has become disgusted with his anti-
religions principles and comes out with a

violent attack on Republicans of all shades |

of opinion.  He states who form the repub-
lican brotherhood and stivmatizes its pro-
fession of principlesas ahollow lie.  He has
formally recanted all the arguments and
statements which he has made in his writ-
ings and has offered o penitent apolouy to
the Roman Catholies and entered the con-
vent of the Carthusians,

Thereport of the fedorad procurenir. Muller,
onthe anarchists in Switzerland, states the
leaders are either Germans or Austrians.
An inguiry proved that the crimes commit-
ted at  Strasburg,  Stuttgart, Vienna,
Frankfort and Niederwald were areangsed
in Switzerland, also that Herr Most and
other-German Ameriean anarchists were in
communication. Herr Most. the report
states, menaces the bundesrath with vepri-
sals for the expulsion of anarchists from
the country. Letters were sent from New
York to President Schenck, threateningto
blow up the federal palace.

-

Personal Mention,

Ex-Viee President Willinm A, Wheeler of
Malone. N, Y., is spending the sumier at
Richfield Springs, N. Y.

Cyrus W, Field iz tryving to scll Manhs
tan railway stock in London. M.
is worth 83,000,000 at the outside,

Senator George F. Hoar of Worchester,
Mass., will be orator Sept. 2 at the 25th
anniversary of the incorporation of Con-
cord.

Prol. Adams, the newly elected president
of Cornell university, has written Aundrew
D. White, accepting the presidency of the
university.

—_—
Miscellaneous News Notes,
It is now estimated that the pedesta
for the Biurtholdi statue will cost $S500.000
A Chieago jnstice of the peace holds that
the Pall Mall Gazette revelitions do not
come under the head ofobseene literature,

The statement of the land s of the
Union Pacific Railway company. for June,

shows an agereeate of 160,221 aerves, which
readized SA82 991, Compared with June,
ISN, this ix o decrease of 203,065 sicres
and S448,047,

A Fort Reno special snvs that Gen, Sheri-
dan has given the Indinns all the uppor-
tunity they wanted for talking, but in turn
has given no sign himscelf of hisz intentions
orinstructions. The Indinns ~till appose
the disarming projosi n. maintaining
that there would be long delays in tin;
their pay for their aems from the govern-
ment. The general will not make his talk

Lo them until the envollment is completed.

Giles, |
w prominent music dealer. SheclaimsGiles |

candonethounsand vouths |

" THE SWITCITENDER.

From the French of C. De Bans,

A little white house scems asleep
| among the blossoming apple trees. It

is early morning, and all is light and
freshness. The door opens, a man ap-
. pears at the threshold, a smile on his
| face and an expectant look in his eyes.
| There is a movement behind the trunk
‘of an apple tree. The man's smile
grows broader, and from the tree, like
a dryad, rusbes a charming little flaxen-
. haired girl, who throws herself witha
| burst of laughter into his arms.

“May I take the little one, Celine?”
" said the father.

i At these words a lovely blonde made
her appearance.

“Again!” she said, with a shade of
annoyance.

“Oh! we share her very fairly,” said
the man, with the kindest and most pa-
ternal smile. “If you knew,” he re-
(sumed, “how quickly the hours pass
when she is down there with me.”

“Don’t you think I know when I find
' them so long in her absence 2”

It was embarrassing. Aimee herself

| began tc be troubled by this conver-

sation, and feeling that she could not
piease both these beings that she loved

30 much, she was ready to cry.,

saw it at once aud vielled.

“Take ber, Laurence; I would rath-
‘er have her go than feel badly about

it.”
| The father at these werds showed
some feeling,

“No,” said he, in his turn, “keep her,
you deserve it; you love her best.”

I And the discussion began again, Lt
it was this time a strugeale of generosity.

| At last the hnsband took bis davling in

i his arms, and a smile reappeared on the

{ child’s lips.

Celine looked longingly after them,
and re-entered the house.

i One morning, withont saving any-
thing to Celine, Laurence took the little
girl’s hand to lead her away, when her
mother suddenly appeared.

i “What!” said she.  “Youn would take
her without telling me 27

“Don’t think that,” said Lanrence,
. in some confusion. “We were in fun
| —we were going to hide behind the
! trees and see you look for us.”

“Oh!” said Celiue, doubtiully.

“Listen. Laurence,” she continued.
“Aimee growsmore restless aud trouble-
some every day. It it dangerous to let |
her go with you.”

“What do you mean ?” saidthe man,
turning pale.

i “Imean that I am afraid of your

:railroad, with its trains and locomo-

| tives.”

I “Yon are very foolish.”

“Leave her here. I can havdly
breathe while my little girl is down
i there. It is {rightful to think of, but
! she might get away and be killed.”

“Don’t talk so, Celina.”

“She might run away while yon are
at the switch, and if you left it to look
after her, you woula fail in your dnty,
and might be the canse of a dreadful

disaster.”

“Oh Celine, I'beg of you, don’t!” eried
Laurence, who shuddered at the idea.

The young woman did not insist.
The switchtender gradually recovered
himself.

“My poor Aimee!” he cried, embrac-
ing the ¢hild frantically. “It is too bad,
Celine; itis a shame tofrighter me
50."

Celine smiled, and the conversation
ended as usual with these words from
Laurence:

“You will come for her at noon.”

Little by little their terrovs faded
sway. Laurence reasoned with him-
self.

“The cluld,” he said, “is familiar with
the passage of the trains, it is true, but
she is old enough to comprehend the
danger.” And his apprehiensions gra-
dually vanished. °*

One eveming, however, when he went
home he found he had been preczeded
by the rumor of an aceident which had
occurred at a neighboring station. A
| brakeman had been crushed by an ex-
press train, Celina questioned her hus-

. band while they were at supper. “Is it
true that Simon is killed ?” she asked.

i “No;” repliel Laurence: “he was in
great danger, but he escaped, thanks
to his wonderful coolness.”

“Then he is not dead?” said Celine.

“No; and vet the whole frain went
over him. When Simon sawit was too
. late to save himself, he laid tlat down
in the middle of the track, and when the
train passed by he got up again safe
and sound. Isaw him, andT asked him
how it made him feel. At first, hesaid,
when the engine went over him, he was
very warm, after that the time seemed
.long. That wasall. You know Simon
is not easily freightened. He is ready
to zo to work again,” added Laurence,
tranquilly.

But Celine’s anxieties were aroused
afresh. v

Sometime after that the hours
of service were changed and Laurence
took the night section. He counld no
longer think of taking Aimee with him.

One evening, however, a poor woman
in the village was taken very ill. The
doctor who came wrote a prescription
and eaid to the neighbors he found
there: “These medicines can only je
had in the town, and you must ot
wait for them. Let one of you go to the
railway stgtion, where there is a porta-
ble pharmacy, anfl ask the stationmaster

,on my account for a little landanum.
)

Celine

RO TY P OO S M N MR e 0

That will quiet the pain till yon can
have the prescriptions. Which of you
will go?”

“Celine! Celine!” said  several
voices. It was certain that the station-
master would not lhesitate to give her
the medicine.

The young woman thought at first of
leaving Aimee, but, as she had been
particularly restless ail day, Celine
concluded to take her. They had to
pass Luurence’s post to go to the sta-
tion. He saw them coming, and as
soon as they were within hearing, be-
gan to guestion them.

“Old Gertrnde is very ill, and I am
going to the station for medicine.”

“That's right. But let me have
Aimee; I will keep her till you como
back.”

Celine lifted the little girl over the
fence to her father, who took the
precious burden in his arms and re-
turned with her to lis box, Dbefore
which a lamp was Dburning. All
around darkness covered the tracks,
which crosszd each other in every di-
rection,

It would not take Celine more than
twenty minutes to get to the station and
back. The child was in oue of her
most frolicsome moods, she ran sud-
denly into the garden; Laurence ran
langhing after her.

“Yon ean’t cateh me,” said she.

“Yes T can.”

But the little witch evaded Laurence’s
pursmit, leaving laughter Dehind her.
“Here, heve!” she said, and rushed to
the track and began to cross it.

“Don’t go there, davling,” said her
father. It was very dark—the switch-
tender conld hawdly sec Lis danghter.

“You can't catch me,” repeated the
child. .

“Comeo, come here,” said her father.
Look for me.” answered the child.

“Aimee, Aimee, don't play any more.
I shall be angry. Come here.”

“O! you suy that beeause you can't
catel’ me.”

“Come back, T will zive youa cake.”

“That isn't true; vou haven't one.
You want to make me come back.”

“Oh!T shan’t let you catch me. 'The
train has gone hy.”

“There is another.”

Instead of replying, the child said:

“Run after me, papa:run.”

Laurence saw there was nothing to
be doue but to run after her and take
her out of danger. He rushed toward
the place where he heard her voice. It
was dark, and Aimee escaped him still.
His alarm inereased. At any instant
the whistle of the oncoming train might
be heard, and Laurence redoubled his

appeals.  His voice was hoarse with
fright. The fatal moment approached,

and still the child langlied and repeat-
ed, “You can’t catch me.” Now the
whistle sounded. The lugubrious call
paralyzed the poor man. and he lost his
head completely. The train would
have two victims if he did not regamn
his composure. Two victims! It would
be a eatastrophe with incalculable con-
sequences; for a train was stopping at
the station a little way ahead, and if
the express was not switched off there
must inevitably be a collision.  Laur-
ence shcok oft his torpor.

“Amice!” he ecried, in thundering
tones.

“Here, papa.” And the child con-
tinned to give sharp little calls, which
mingled with the roar of the apvroach-
ing engine. The instinct of duty rath-
er than will, ureed Lawrence toward
the switch. He seized the instrument
which ought to turn the train. “No,”
he cried, “I must save her. Aimee!
Aimee! where are you?” and his eves
sought to pierce the darkness. "The

switch tender, with hairon end, thought |

of throwing himse!f before the iron
monster. BufY no chanee rewmained,
that Aimee was not on the track
over which the train must pass.
He looked again, and this time
he saw
standing on the very
track the train must talke if he altered
the switch., If the iron tempest did
not take its true course the child was
saved. The train would go on to crash
against the one at the station. What
matter! Aimee would be alive! All
this went through his mind like light-
ning. There would be the killed and
wounded—twenty families in despair,
but Aimee would ba safe and sound.
There would be an inquest; he
would be condemned to prison, dis-
honored, rmmed! But his daughter,
his Aimee, would live and Dbe happy.
Ah! how quickly one can thinkin such
terrible moments!

‘The train came thundering on, but it
could not be seen on account of a sharp
curve in the road. There was still
time to save Aimee, but the child would
not stir. It seemed to her father that
she waited for the train with an aiwr of
defiance.

“Aimee,” he repeated in a voice
strangled with fear—*‘ Aimee come here;
you will kiil me!”

Suddenly the advaucing lights of the
engine appeared. The train was upon
him: it was here. The man felt his
whole being shaken. He was bewildered
—could see nothing; thought did not
stop, however, but traveled faster than
the train. He recalled in a second his
honorable soldier's life, when he had
sacrificed everything to duty. He saw
in the station the frightful accident he
would have caused, and heard the cries
of the wounded, the last gasps of the
dyving. Tbe problem was before him—
his daughter oy others? 'There was no
alternative without a miracle. With
astonishing promptitude the sentiment
of duty became most powerful, and he
seized mechanically the handle of the
iron bar. The stoical soldier at this
moment was uppermost, and effaced
the father. He pushed, hardly know
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ing what he did, and the exyress train
crossed the switch.

On, on it went, and he could see it
passing before the station, going by as
if it were happy to escape a danger and
disappearing in the darkness. Duty
had been strongest.  Stupefied, stag-
gered, speechless, Laurence was rooted
to the spot, holding still the cursed
handle which had helped him to kill
his child.

“Now,” he said, “it is my turn to die.”

The other train was about to puss.
He stepped forward, crossed his arms
and awaited it. The whistle sounded,
the heavy engine putfed.

Bewildered, thinking of
there he stood.

But that instant a burst of laughter
sounded behind him, He turned, wild
with hope.

“Oh, naughty papa!—he won’t play
with Aimee,” said the most beloved of
VOices.

The child was eclinging to him.
Lanvence did not seek to know how the
child came there alive. He seized Ler,
and flew with his treasure into his lit-
tle cabin. Then he put her on the
ground Dbefore the lamp and looked at
her. He could not bear o much joy,
and fell fainting beside his daughter,
who, in her turn, screamed with terror.

At this moment Celine arvived. She
heard Aimee’s voice and hastened lier
steps. Then becoming impatient, she
alled, “Aimee!” The child ran to
meet her, cryving, “Mamma, mawmica, [
am frightened!”

“What is the matter?”

“Papa has fallen down.”

Celme rushied toward the sentry-hox
and found her hashand completely in-
sensible, stretched on the ground. She
sent for help, and the doctor, who b
not left the villuge. canie and restored
the poor man to consciousness. The
next day when Laurence rose his wife
looked at him with terror. Instcad of
his former bright color he exhibitod a
corpse-like pallor, whieh never left him
to the endofl his days. Laurence was
forcad to tell his wife all.  When he
had finished the poor father turned to
Aimee and said:

“But, darling, why weren't you kill-
ed?”

“Why,” said the child. “I did what
Simon did.”—Chicago Inter-Ocean.

- ——

CHINESE EXECUTIONS.

nothing,

How the Insurgenis Met Their Fate at the
Dage of the Sword.

A correspondent of the Drooklyn
Eagle writes: During the campaign
against the Taepings from Shanghai, a
large number of the insurgents were
captured and a bateh were turned over
to the government officials. 'This, of
course, meant execution, and I went
with a score of other young fellows, in-
experienced like myself, to witness the
performance. It was the strangest and
most revolting sicht 1 ever beheld.

The day was brizht and beautiful, and
a gentle breeze shook out the foldsof
the! flags and banners, borne by the
almond-cyed troops drawn up on all
sides of a small, level sqnare or parade
ground. Two hundred rebels were to

I be dispatched, but from their manner

and freadom T should not have known
the intended victims had thev not been
distinguished by their clothing. When
the hour arrived the prisoners got into
line, and one after the other awaited
their turn. I say they gotinto line—I
mean cach man stepped in anywhere,
apparently not caring which was the
beginning or which the ending. They
chatted to one another, and laughed as
if nothing in the world concerned them,
aud reminded me of a line of pleasure-

| seekers in the lobLy of a theater await-
| ing their tarn to get their tickets at the

me | seaming relish, though quietly.
her—he saw her. She|
- was  there,

box-ofiice. Some of them had nuts
and sweet-meats, which they ate with
There
was nothing false about their actions,
no vaunting bravery nor look of pride.
Their manners were wholly uncon-
strained and ratural,and looking at them
I wondered if our fear of death was not
altogether artificial, and whether, nata-
rally, lying down to die was any more
repulsive to human instincets than lying
down to sleep. The more I think of
it the more the dread of death seems
like the bugaboo of nursery lore, made
to play upon the imagination of un-
reasoning beings, but not to be toler-
ated by full grown-men.

The warning note sounded. The first
man stepved out and dropped on his
knees. His hands were caught by an
attendant and held behind his back.
Another ‘drew the victim’'s cue out oppo-
site to his hands, thus bringing his neck
in a horizontal position. Like a flash
the executioner brcught down a long
glittering blade, and one stroke severed
the head comygletely from the body.
The next prisonerstepped out promptly
and underwent the sume operation. As
fast as one fell another was ready.
There was no hesitation nor urging.
The men presented themselves as if they
expected some benefit, with no sign of
emotion, save perhaps of some who were
engaged in quiet humor. Two of the
fellows were evidently enjoyving a joke.
The story-teller would frequently glance
askance at the executioner and talk fast-
er, probably fearing that demand would
be made upon him before the tale had
been finished. He sangaway in a high-
er key every time he looked around and
saw his time getting shorter. At length,
when he discovered his turn had come,
he motioned to the executioner to delay
for a moment and gabbed away harder
than ever. When he finished his stery
he and his listener burst into a roar of
laughter. Then he hurried up to the
bloody spot and had his head whisked
off, and his friend, still chuckling over
the joke, 2 moment later did likewise.
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