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The New York Commercial Bulletin 
estimates the fire losses in the United 
States and Canada during July at $9,-
000,000, an increase of one-third over 
the average July fire waste for tlu j 
past ten years. During the seven j 
months of the present year the liu • 
loss has been $60,000,000. j 

THE NEWS SUMMARIZED. 

Two acts of the present administra-; 
tion have met almost unanimous ap-1 
proval. One is the proclamation j 
warn ins; the great cattle syndicate to' 
leave the Indian territory; and tlu: j 

other is the absolute prohibition oi j 
fences on the public domain for private 
use, which have prevented private citi-

Victoria's Speech Interpreted. 

Smalley's cable to the Tribune says: The 
queen's speech is an epitaph by the present 
ministry on the acts of the late ministry. 
Decorum forbids direct criticism by her 
majority of her former servants but it is 
known that the queen shares the views of 
the existing government respecting the Nile 
expedition, the general condition of Egypt 
nnd England's relation with Russia. Her 
saying that she has learned with deep sor­
row that the Nile expedition arrived too late, 
is understood here as meaningthat it started 
too late. Her promise not to relax her 
M'forts to place the government and good 
order of Egypt upon a iirm foundation is in­
terpolated in connection with Sir Michael 
Hicks-Beach's recent speech as pointing to 
iin indefinite occupation. The queen's hopes 
of a satisfactory settlement of the Afghan 
frontier with Russia, are not sanguine 
enough to exclude a reference to the neces­
sity for placing the Indian frontier in a con­
dition of adequate defense. 

Alleged Libel in Dakota Census Returns. 

Bismarck Special.—Hon. George Rice, late 
speaker of the house of representatives, now 

zens from passing from one point to j attornoy „em!nil ot Dnkot.a. while risiting 
another, and from entering and culti- j the census oilice, as a matter of curiosity 

vatina the soil. 

The German talk of a closer alliance 
vith England continues, and it is ru- • 
mored in London that Bismarck and j 
Salisbury will soon meet at Yarzin.! 
All this appearance of closer union 
between the greatest military and the I 
greatest naval power is highly interest­
ing to European diplomats, the more 

glanced at the returns from Flandreau, 
Moody county, his home. His 
eye glanced at the entry oppo­
site his own name, when he was astonished 
and outraged to lind the enumerator had 
returned him as "bastard." The enumcr-
ntor was T. W. Pettigrew, brother of Frank 
Pettigrew of Sioux Falls.between whom and 
Mr. Rice there had been a bitter political 
feud for years. Mr. Rice's indignation was 
uubouuded. He immediately wrote Winsor 
it Sweesey, uttornves at Sioux Falls, retain­
ing them for the prosecution of an action for 
criminal libel. The federal statute provid 
es a maximum penalty of $5,000 fine and 

especially because of the prospect that; two years' imprisonment for an enumera-
the daughter of the English Queen will: tor willfully and knowingly making fictitious 

soon be Empress of Germany. If Rus-) 
sia and France dream of a league for 
revenge, conquest, and overshadow­
ing power, they may as well make uji 
their minds to face tremendous resist­
ance. 

returns. Action will also be taken under 
this law, independent of criminial libel. 

Decision on Pre-emption Entries. 

The general land-oflice has received infor­
mation that J udge Dealey of the Oregon cir­
cuit court has decided that pre-emption en­
tries can only be cancelled by proceedings 
in the courts. It has been the practice of 
the land office to cancel pre-emp-

j tion entries upon sufficient proof of 
with the law or 

want of good faith on the part of the pre-
_ _ , ... mi • '-emptor. Acting Commissioner Walker has 
position for over lorty J ears. T.he in- j 0fHcin 11^- informed his informant that the 

Professor Hilgarde, of the Depart­
ment of Geodesty in Washington, has j non-compHance" 
been allowed to resign. He has held the ; 

vestigation into his management sho W' 
ed him to be a drunkard and a fraud. 
Many of 1" is employes were receiving 
salaries for which they did nothing but 
sign receipts. Gold chronometers for 
the bureau were used by the employes, 
who seem to have had a '-high old 
time" generally. Fraudulent vouchers 
were paid; and other irregularities 
went on without anybody's interfer­
ence 
meddling with his affairs, has resigned i 
his position. 

practice and views of the law followed and 
entertained in the general land oflice will 
not be changed before the supreme court of 
the United States shall have an oppor­
tunity of passing upon the points raised by 
Judge Dealey. 

From Washington. 

At the state department in Washington 
it is denied that Mr. Keily will receive any 
appointment there upon his return. 

The Sunday Capital claims to have ad­
vices from Massachusetts that Ben Butler 

So Hilgarde, disgusted with this wil1 before long come out in a flat-footed en­
dorsement of the administration. 

The block of dwellings in Washington, 
once occupied by Fernando AVood, James 
G. Blaine and ex-Gov. Swann,lias been con­
verted into a steamy restaurant. 

First Assistant Postmaster General Stev­
enson has expressed n• beljcfthata,500post-

A suggestion upon what shall be 
done with our ex-Presidents has been , ... r— 
made in the Centurv Magazine, to themasters "ill be changed during the month 

< . , * ,, , .! of August, unci Hint the rat JO will be in-
effect- that, when ft President s tei'iiiOJ j creased us the weather grows cooler. 
office expires, he shall become a Sena- J Pension Commissioner Black says: Ex-
tor of the United States for life, with ! ">»e Saint, who was said in areecntlndian-

, . , -p. • ' npohs dispatch to have been appointed a 
half the salary he received as I re&i- j special examiner of the pension office, lias 

The idea is unconstitutional i not been appointed to or recommended for 
! anv office. 

quarrel over his accounts, and was not 
only kicked out. of the commissioner's 
room, but lost his oflice also. 

First Controller Durham says there is 

dent. 
and contrary to the spirit of repub , , ... ... . .. .. „ ... 

. •, 1 , I Theodore W. Hoole, a North Carolinian, 
lican institutions. The part relating : |,as focen appointed a special agent to take 
to the salary is not so material, though : the place of Col. Deahne. who recently as-
,, ...... i , i saulted Land Commissioner Sparks in a 
the theory upon which it is based is -
wrong. The true doctrine is to pay 
public servants salaries commensur­
ate with the labor and dignity of the i nothing in ex-Commissioner Loring's letter 
office, and let them save therefrom suf-i to make him change his position with rela-
„ . , c , , . , m. i tion to the money expended for seed during 
ficient for future maintenance. The j Loring's administration of the agricul­

tural bureau. He says the money was ex­
pended without authority of law. 

The following appointments have been 
made: Bennett M. Sims of Now Orleans, to 
be chief of special agents division of the 
general land office, vice Alfred G. Mclvenzie, 
who has been appointed a special agent. 
Theo. W. Peele of Williamston, N. C., to be 
a special agent for timbcrdcpredations. 

Secretary Bayard has directed United 
States Minister Winchester to attend the 
international copyright conference in Berne. 
Switzerland, Sept. 7, it Vicing understood 
that his presence does not bind the govern 

practice of paying the widows of pres­
idents $5,000 per annum during life 
will probably be continued, and that 
is as far as the country can go in the 
way of civil pensions, taking into ac­
count the fact that judges of the su­
preme court are pensioned after retire­
ment. 

The legislature of Massachusetts at 
last session, passed an act which has ' ment. The stipulation is madebecausethe 

. , «, , ,, . . ,, • matter of copyright is now pending before now gone into effect authorizing the 1 
c.onf,reKls. 

formation of creaniationcorporations. I The secretary of war has instructed Gen. 
This act provides that any five or Miles, in command of the department of 

. , the Missouri, to hold troops in readiness to 
more persons maj form suchacorpor-1 cnfoire the president'^ recent proclamation 
ation, with a capital of not less than j in relation to cattlemen on the Cheyenne 
ap rwin *i„„ ixnnnn „„j and Arapahoe reservations. By the terms 
$0,000 noi 111011 tll.Ul !>o0,000, and j o{ tlle l)r(n.lai»atioii tlie cattlemen will be 
the par value of shares may not be : compelled to remove their herds by Sept. 4. 
less than §10 nor more than $50. | Th« trooP8 wil1 be hel<1 !,t Fort Keno-
-r, -iv .• i i It is announced unofficially that Gen. 
Buildings, appliances and locations! Luthc.r M.Mciley of Lima, Ohio, has been 
shall be subject to approval bv the ' appointed assistant commissioner of the 
state board of health, which board «:'''aral huid oilice, an.l will assume the du-

' ; ties of the position upon hept. 1, the date 
shall also have a supervision over the j ------
business methods of the company. The J 
act forbids cremation until at least 18 j 
hours have elapsed after death, except • 
when the death is from a contagious or | 
infectious disease. A certificate from j 

the medical examiner of the district 
must be furnished in all cases, certify­
ing that no further examination or 
judicial inquiry is necessary. Having 

.Tames Barry, a saloonkeeper of Dyers-
ville, Iowa, fell from the stone steps in front 
of the Dyersville hotel and broke his neck. 

By the breaking of her walking beam, 
while mid lake between Milwaukee and 
Grand Haven the steamer City of Milwau­
kee was damaged to the extent of about 
§20,000. 

Personal News >'otos. 

Gen. Hancock returns thanks to all who 
took part in the Grant funeral. 

Hon George H. Jerome died suddenly at 
his residence in Niles City, Mich., of apo­
plexy. 

lion. John H. Lindsey, a prominent citi­
zen and well known attorney, died at his 
residence in Chester, 111. 

Gov. Ilubbard of Texas is to supersede 
Gen. Bingham as United States minister tc 
Japan, and the latter will probably returi: 
to congress from Ohio. 

The Rev. Dr. Talniadge of Brooklyn 
preached Sunday the Kith in the City Road 
Wcstlyn chapel, London. Hours before the 
opening of service the doors of the chapel 
were besieged by a throng clamoring for ad­
mission, and more than 1,000 persons were 
turned away for lack of even standing room 
in the edifice. 

The Criminal Calendar. 

Oliver C. Fox of Findla.v, Ohio, has sued 
his father-in-law to recover$2,000 damages 
because the latter charged him with steal­
ing §280. 

An incendiary fire at Farwcll, Mich., de­
stroyed the store of W. A. Carpenter & Co., 
with contents. Loss. §17,000: insurance, 
312,000. 

At Little Rock, Bourbon county, Ky. 
Burton Terry shot and killed Mark Lauder-
back. The trouble had been of some 
months' duration. 

Hiram Franz, a notorious character 
charged with highway robbery at La ncaster, 
Pa., was fatally shot bv officers while resist­
ing arrest. The officers left town to avoid 
the vengeance of the rolling mill hands. 

Perry Starkey's son was slapped by Reu­
ben Wilson in Athens, Ohio. The eldei 
Starkey sought vengeance with a club, ami 
a fight began between four Starkeys and 
two Wilsons, resulting in the murder o.' 
Starkey. 

John McLain, one of the mostpromlnenl 
citizens of Damascus, Ga., while in one o 
the stores of that place, which was crowded 
at the time with customers, drew his re 
volver from his pocket and emptied foui 
chambers into his own body before he fel 
dead. 

Joseph Trean, who crawled out of the 
river at Davenport two weeks ago, repre 
senting himself as a swimmer from St. Pan! 
to St. Louis on a wager of §100, proved to 
be a lloating fraud and general deadbeat 
and was arrested in Davenport for thiev­
ing and general rascality. 

John C. Beaucleigh, alias "Johnny the 
Snake," a nationally notorious confidence 
man, and wanted in nearly every state in 
the Union, was found guilty at the county 
seat of St. Louis county oi'beating a pas­
senger on the Missouri Pacific railway out 
of $350 two years ago, and sentenced to 
two years in the penitentiary. 

Burglary was attempted at four different 
places of business in Big Stone City. In 
two instances success|rewarded tlieirjeiforts. 
A HUpplyjof postage stamps were taken from 
F. F. Welch's lumber oflice, and six revol­
vers and some money from the hardware 
store of the Wearing, Post <fe Oehler. Of­
ficers were in search but failed to find any 
flue to the thieves. 

At the house of J. W. Carpenter of New 
York, a tragedy occurred recently, 
in which two of his grandchildren, 
sons of his daughters, were participants. 
The cousins, boys of seventeen or eighteen 
years, were close friends. In the course of 
a friendly frolic, Jasper Umberfield became 
angered and sent a bullet through the body 
of his cousin, Jonathan M. Carpenter, and 
then blew out his own brains. Young Car­
penter's wound is thought to be fatal. 

DAKOTA TERRITORIAL NEWS, 

Dakota Civil Service Examina­
tion. 

In accordance with instructions 
from the U. S. Civil Service Commis­
sion, an examination of applicantsi^or 
the Departmental service at Washing­
ton, will be held at Bismarck, Dak.. 
Sept. 8th, 1885, beginning at 10 a. m. 
The examination will be con­
ducted by a special Board ol 
Examiners appointed by the Com­
mission, under the supervision ol 
Commissioner Thoman, who is expect-
to be present. The Classified Civil 
Service is in three branches, the De­
partmental, the Customs, and the 
Postal Service. The examination at 
Bismarck is for the Classified Depart­
mental Service at Washington, only, 
unless the Commission otherwise re-
cpiest. 

The Dakota commissioners are C. A. 
Lounsberry, Geo. Hughes and A. J. 
Conover, who will furnish all necessary 
information, by addressing Civil Ser­
vice Examining Board, Bismarck, Da­
kota. 

Foreign Gossip. 

The daughter of James Howard, who 
is sojourning among and teaching Sioux 
Indians at one of the agencies,denies the 
imputation from Dakota that she is 
so fascinated with a lazy buck as to 
intend to marry him. 

The assessment of Cass county 
reaches over $13,000,000, according 
to the completed and equalized list. 

At Grand Forks, a motion to quash 
the indictment in the Miller murder 
uase was denied by the court. 

The following presidential postmas­
ters have thus far been made: Huron. 
0. .T. Love, July 22; Sioux Falls, W-
P. Cair, May 5; Yankton. IJ. D. Pal­
mer, July 10; Larimore, G.T. Lashall* 
July 24. 

A man named Henry Neahring 
lodged a complaint against his wife at 
Deadwood, charging her with violent 
insanity. The board of commission­
ers investigated the case and pro­
nounced the charge baseless and its 
author an inhuman villain. 

Gen. W. V. Lucas, department com­
mander of the Dakota G. A. R.. pub­
lishes an invitation to all old soldiers 
to attend the reunion to be held un­
der the auspices of the G. A. R. at Ab-
ardeen Sept. 8, 9 and .10. 

Eight steamboats are operated on 
the Missouri river between Bisinarci 
and points above. 

The contract for steam heating ap­
paratus in the Bismarck penitentiary 
•was let to Dow «fe Co. of Sioux Falls 
for 82,800, provided the work can be 
ione by Sept. 15. 

A barn belonging to Hon. C. G. Wil­
liams at Watertown was struck by 
lightning. The barn,sixty tons of hay, 
farming utensils, three horses and a 
span of mules were burned. No insur­
ance. 

The Michigan settlement, south of 
Wapheton a strip about four miles wide 
by twenty long is completely cleaned 
out by hail. 

The capital commission has held its 
last meeting at Bismarck, settled ac-

It is The Princess Alexandra, wife of the prince i it i • -i 
o! Wales, wears, when driving, a plain gray j counts, and adjourned sine die. 
Turkish satin gown, fitting tightly; linen reported that settlement was made 
collar and cuffs; a white straw bonnet, . .. , . . „_j.„ 
trimmed with black velvet ribbon and a j w^t-h creditors by issuing war rants ex-
cluster of poppies pinned up by the throat, i changeable for capit ol lots at the ap-

Ilev. Mr. White, the chaplain of the Eng- ; praised valuation of the latter but, the 
lish Church of All Saints, at Badcd-Badcn, | 
conducted a service in memory of (.Jen, ! 
Grant. The church was decorated with 
wreaths of immortelles, and many Ameri­
cans were present. Mr. Whito delivered an 
earnest sermon on Gen. Grant's career. 

Advices from St. Paul de Loanda, West 
Africa, under date of July 1 report that 
a petty king, Coanhama Iiuilla. (lied recent­
ly, and the natives attributinghis death to 
the jvitchcraft of the whites, massacred 
twenty Europeans, including three French 
missionaries. The same advices state that 
M. de Brazza is still in the interior. 

pogation, Lord Randolph Churchill, secre­
tary of state for India, replying to a (pies 
tion, said the duties of the Afghan bound­
ary commission had not yet been complet-

CALLON 

members of the commission would not 
disclose their doings. 

A man named Ginger killed another 
named Schafer near Rush ville. Th< 
men had been friends, but filled them­
selves with bad whisky and quarreled 

Thomas Doherty's frame house was 
burned near Big Stone City. Loss, 
$1,500. 

James Holes of Hunter is erecting a 
T . . , , ,, | twenty-thousand-bushel elevator on 
In the house of commons oelore the pro- ^ tQ be nm by horsepower. 

The Fargo Argus publishes an in­
terview with G. S. Barnes, president 

when the resignation of Luther Harrison 
takes ell'ect. Gen. Meilev is a native of 
Ohio, and served in the army on Gen. Van-
diver's staff. At the close of the war ho 
practiced law until 1S78, when he was ap­
pointed adjutant general of his state, under 
Gov. Bishop. 

The friends of several of the gentlemen 
appointed to be judge s of the United States 
courts by President Cleveland, are exhibit­
ing great anxiety to have officially an­
nounced the name of the judge whose ap­
pointment called forth the indignant letter 
of the president, recently published. It. is 

thus acquired legalization, the process ' contended that justice to the gentlemen re-

may proceed. The sentiment in favoi 
of cremation has made wonderful 
progress. What was regarded with 
aversion and horror is now advocated 
by large numbers of the most refined 
and cultivated people, and promises 
to become the favorite method of 
disposing of the remains of the dead, 
especially in large towns and cities. 

centlv'appointed to the judiciary requires 
that the name of the officer, suppressed in 
the president's correspondence, should be 
made public. 

Casualty itccord. 

The losses of the Xew York Central com­
pany by wash-outs, it is stated, will eseeed 
$100,000. 

Philip Esterbrook of Oambicr, Ohio, was 
killed while walking on the railroad in an in­
toxicated condition. 

ed, and that the government did not.in- j of the Northern Pacific Elevator com 
tend to withdraw the commission. Col. 
Ridgewav, present chief of the commission, 
and others connected with him. were doing 
a useful work. The dispute with Russia 
about the Zulfikar pass, the secretary con­
tinued, was not trivial, but thegovernment 
was not altogether without hope to arrive 
ere long at a satisfactory sett'einent of all 
the points remaining in dispute between 
England and Russia. Parliament was pro­
rogued until Oct. SI, the lord high chan­
cellor reading the queen's speech, it 
abounded with unusual platitutes and ref­
erences to "my government." mv people," 
"my subjects," "mv relations." etc., but 
contained nothing that is not already 
known. 

General News. 

Dr. James F. Cody of Watertown, Wis . 
sues for divorce from his wife on theground 
of adultery. 

A Clearfield county, Pa., woman died on 
the 27th ult., whose husband died on July 
27, 1871!, and whose son died July 27,1S75. 

The assertion of Maxwell that the body 
found in the Southern hotel, St._. Louis, 
was not that of Preller, meets with little 
credence. 

The seventeenth annual reunion of th« 
Society of the Army of the Cumberland 
will be held at Grand Ilapids, Mich., Sept. 
10 and 17. 

Mr. Miko Mirph. (iwucv fit 
stead at Point; J'feiiKanf., fiUiri, has yet 
sold it. Ha has been offered $7,000, am! 
wants $10,000.' 

pany, in regard to the condition of the 
wheat in Dakota, and the probable 
prices. Mr. Barnes looked up the mat­
ter pretty thoroughly and believed the 
acreage in the territory is about 20 
per cent, less than last year. The de­
crease was greater in the North than 
in the South. Four-fifths of this land 
had been put into other crops. Al­
lowing for some damage by blight, rust 
Mid storms, the average per acre will 
be fully equal to last year, making the 
aggregate wheat product .of Dakota 
one-fifth below 188-4. Mr. Barnes' 
opinions are disputed in some quarters. 

Mayor Johnson of Fargo lias ap­
pointed to the river convention at St. 
Paul G. S. Barnes, President of the 
Northern Pacific Elevator company; 
Charles Sweatt, of the bank of Fargo; 
E. C. Eddy, of the First National bank; 
Col. J. D. Benton and Gen. G. P. Wil­
son. 

Two children, oneacliildofGergeron 
(or Baillergeon) of Gervais township, 
the other the son of a man in the Nor­
wegian settlement, died under circum­
stances that would indicate they had 
•>aten of some poisonous wild plant, 
probably Indian turnip or wild pars­
nip. 
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