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Drought in Deccan and floods in
Bengal have combined to destroy the
crops of the present season, and the
cablebrings intelligence from Calcutta
that there is consternation at the
prospect of the famine now impend-
ing.

Georgia has just been provided with
a local option law which leaves the
matter of permitting or forbiddingthe
sale of liquors of any kind entirely
with the people of each county. An
election must be held on the question
whenever one-tenth of the voters pe-
tition for it; and in the event of a de-
cision in favor of license, another elec-
tion may be held two years later.

The papers print a correspondence
between an Israelite and Mr. Howells’
the novelist. The Israelite, who pro-
fesses admiration for Mr. Howells’
works, objects because Mr. Howells
has intimated in his last magazine
story that a settlement of Israelitesin
a fist class street tends to depreciate
the value of adjoining estates. And
the obliging novelist agrees to omit the
passage in the book when published.
The Israelite was unduly sensitive.

Senator Plumb of Kansas predicts

that within the next decade ‘“‘immi-
gration, instead of coming from the
East to the West, will be returning
from the West tothe East, and that
the youngmen of New England,born in
sight of thesea, instead offollowing the
example of their fathersin seeking in-
vestment of ambition and capacity
and skill, in the West, will find their
chance upon the sea or in foreign
countries, where they can better
realize their ambition fortortune than
upon American soil.”” Most people
will regard this prediction as very wild.

The Pacific railroads owe the Gov-
ernment about $64,600,000 as prin-
cipal of thebondsissued to aidin their
construction, and about as much
more for accrued interest which they
have not paid. They hope to get re- |
leased from a portion if not all of this
debt before the bonds mature, but
that is hardly wvossible. Another
scheme is to allow the government to
foreclose and sell, and then bid in the
property for a small percentage of the
debt.

Bishop William Taylor's missionary
band is pushing into the interior of Af-
rica, and the enterpriseseems likely to
be successful. Some of them are now
400 miles from the west coast. Dr.
Taylor hopes next year to push on to
the Tushilange and Basonge countries,
some 700 or 800 miles from thecoast,
the goal he originally had in view.
Only one member of the party has
thus far died. He was a Dblindly en-
thusiastic young man who believed in
faith cures. When he was seized with Af- |
rican fever no persuasion could induce
him to take medical treatment until
he thought he was dying, and then it
was too late. Bishop Taylor writes
that the natives are giving his party
a very friendly reception, and are
eager to have the white people settle |
among them. Some of the chiefshave
offered to help build the mission sta-
tions, and they hold out all theinduce- '
ments they can command to get the
missionaries to make theirhomes with
them. :

“I write seventeen colunins a week
of this infernal stuff,” said the editor
of a society paper, who was much too |
good for his position, “and I wiite
my brain numb. The most T aim to
do is to keep cleanfrom gross humbug
and toadying, but what morecan Ido?
There is no occasion for anything bet-
ter—people immediately say it is too
far above them. I ask myself some-
times if there can be any lower depth
than this where I find myself. There
is one—of the persons who can read
columns of such trash and enjoy it.
Do the variety actcrs ever make
faces at the audience from the wings,
I wonder, or does the clown in the
ring ever wish he might hit the public
in the nose with his mightiest kick if
he went under the sawdust the next
moment?”’ Perhapsthey may do these
things and perhaps not, but readers
ought to know that in the circles of
bright editors and reporters society

news is always designated as ‘rot” |

and “home-slush.”

| following relating to the legislature:

| twoconsecutive terms.

; introduced by Judge Moody of the Black

SIOUX FALLS CONVENTION.

——

The South Dakota Constitutional Convention
Opens and Emphatically Votes Down &
Resolution to Adjourn.

—_—

Judge Edgerton President—The Work of Or-
ganizing—Representatives of All the
Isms on Hand.

-

Sioux Falls, Dak., Special Telegram, Sept.
10.—The constitutional convention held a
short session to-day, no business of impor-
tance being transacted except to arrange for
the hours for meeting of the standing com-
mittees. Most of the committees met and

organized during the afternoon and evening,
a few of them doing some business. The
committe on corporations other than mu-
nicipal digcussed the question of railroad
taxation at lengta without arviving at any
definite conclusion. They will probably set- |
tle down to some policy of delinite action
to-morrow. All evinee a desire to frame
good document and adjourn at as carly a
day as poseible. The feeling of harmony |
grows stronger daily.

Sioux Falls, Dak., Special Telegram, Sept.
11.—To-day has been devoted almost en-
tircly to committee work, only a short ses-
sion being held this morning.  Five of the
stan@ing committees were ordered enlarged
by two members each, in order to assign
plicees to delezates who have arrived since
the committees were first appointed. The
appointments will be made to-morrow
morning, by the president, and will be as
follows: 3

Elections and right of suffrage, Wilcox,
Alexander;municipal corporations, Updy ke;
federal relations, Proudioot; executive and
administeative, Smith, Wilcox; legislative,
Proudfoot, Smith.

Committees have all been hard at work
during the afternoon and evening, but it is
not probable that any except that on mili-
tia will report to-morrow.  In their delib-
erations the constitution adopted by the
convention of 1883 is used as u guide, to-
gether with documents ol various states.
Among the recommendations to be made
by the legislative committee will be the

The maximum duration of the legislative
sesgion to be sixty days; maximum num-
ber in the house, 125 members; minimum
55; maximum number in the senate, 55
members; minimuin, 25; age of senators,
31 years; of representatives 25 years; per
dicm of members, $5; mileage, 20 cents,

An adjournment will probably be talen
from to-morrow morning until 3 p. m.
Monday to allow those who so desire to
spend Sunday at home.

Sioux Falls, Dak., Special Telegram, Sept.
12.—To-day's xession of theconstitutional
convention was characterized by a greater
air of business than any that has preceded
it. The organization having been fully
completed and the machinery of commitice
work set in motion, the body is ready to
proceed with business. One standing com-
mittee, that on military affairs, submitted
a'formal report. providing for the organi-
zation and equipment of the state mililia.
Considerable time was wasted in a wrangle
over the subject of printing, the average
delegate posing before the public on thead-
vaoeate of economy. The remainder of the
forenoon was occupied with the introduc-
tion and reading of resolutions on various
subjects.  The convention has blood in its
exye whenever the subject of railroads are
mentioned.

WOMAN SUFFRAGE
came to the front in the form of i resolu-
tion instructing the committee on elections
and the right of suffrage to insert o clause
in the constitution, in which the word
Smale’ shall not oceur as a qualification
of =u firage.

The prohibition question was referred to
only indirectly by Kanouse, i xtrong pro-
hibitionist, who desivesa plank in the plat-
form. All resolutions introduced werve re-
ferred to their proper committees. The

ports have been given in previousdispatches.
SOME OF THE RESOLUTIONS.
Numerous resolutions relating to the con-
stitution were introduced, and referred to
the prdper committees. Among the more
mportant were the following:
That compulsory attendance at the public

enumeratea; maxes Prons airectly or inairectly
out of public funds a felony.

The committee on elections and the right
of suffrage report as follows:

Male citizens twenty-one years of age electors;
anﬂnge may be extended to other classes of citi-
zens by a law ratified by a majority of the
electors at a general election; women allowed to

schools be enforced in the cases of all children | vote at sohool elections and hold school offices;

between the ases of six and twelve years; that

provide for a separate submission of the ques-

no person be compelled to perform service for | tion of making no distinction in sex.

| the public on any day set apart by his religion s
| a8 & day of rest or worship:pthut, the judges of | mitted by McCallam of Beadle's:

the supreme court be required to give an opinion |

at any time on any subject that the governor
may submit to them: that the name of the state
be “Dacotah®™; that the motto on the coat of
arms he “Under God the People Rule,”

The afternoon was wholly given up to
committee work, and the probabilities are
that several reports will be made to-mor-
row. The committee on congressional ap-
portionment were in gession this afternoon
and will report to-morrow as follows:

Until otherwise provided for, the member of
congress to be elected at large. The state sena-
torial districts ars as follows, cach district be-
ing entitled to one senator, except the Ninth,

| The following minority report was sub-

The legislature may extend the right of suf-
rage by general law to any class or classes of
citizens of this state not enumerated in section
one of this article, provided they shall have the
same qualifications as to age, residence and citi-
zenship as the electors named in section one of
this article.

Section 1 of the report of the committee
on the compensation of public officers fixes
the salaries of the state ofticers as follows:

Governor, $2,500; judges of the supreme
court, £2,500; judges of the circuit court,$2,000;
these salarics may be increased $500 after
1890; secretary of sta e, treasurer and auditor,
#1,800: superintendent of public instruction,
#1,H00; attormey general, $1,000; lieutenant
governor, double the salary of a state renator:

Twenty-fifth and Twenty-Ninth, which are en-
titled to two senators each: First district,
Union county: , Clay: Third, Yankton: '
Fourth, Bonhomn:e: Fifth, Lincoln; Sixth, !
Turner: Seventh, Hutchinson, Eighth, Doug-

las and Charles Mix: Ninth, Minnehaha;
Tenth, Brule, Aurora and Jerauld;
Twelfth, - Davison; Thirteenth, McCook |

and Hanson; Fourteenth, Moody and Lake; Fif- |
teenth, Sanborn and Minor; Sixteenth, Brook-
ings: Seventeenth, Kingsbury; Eighteenth, |
Beadle; Nineteenth, Hand and Buffalo; l
Twentieth, Coddington and Deuel; Twenty-first, |
Clark and Hamlin: Twenty-second, Grant and |
Roberts; Twenty-third, Marshall and Day; |
Twenty-fourth, SBpink; Twenty-fifith, Brown, l
and the territory north and south of the forty- |
sixth parallel; Twenty-sixth, McPherson, Ed-
munds and Faulk, and the territory north and
south of the forty-sixth parallel; Twenty-
seventh, Walworth, Potter, Sully and Campbell;
Twenty-eighth, Hyde and Hughes; Twenty-
ninth, Lawrence and Butte; Thirtieth, Penning-
ton, Custer and Fall River.
Representative districts and number of repre
sentatives from each:
1—Union county.....3|26— Hughes ..........
2—Clay........ 2|27—S8ully........
3—Yankton.... .4(28—Deuel.......
4—Bonhomme........3|20—Grant. .,
5—Lincoin....... 30—Roberts. ;..
G—Turner.... .. 31—$iamlin .
7—Hutchinson. . 132—Codington
8—Douglas ., . 1|33—Clark..... .

(ST

PO bt i 1D

U-~Charlesmix 1|54—Npin |
10—Minnchaha 4135—Fonlk.. |
11—McCook. 36—Potter .. |
12—Hanson ]

13—Davison, .
14—Aurora..,,
15—Brule ....,.
16—Moody.....

I—DAY, e
)—Brown and terri-
tory north and south |
17—Lake........ of 46th parallel.'.....
18—Miuner......... 1 —Edmunda.....
19—Sanbomn ....... 242—Walworth, .,
20—Jerauld ......
21—Brockings ...
22 —~Kingsbury ..
23—RBceadle.......
24—Hand and Buy 17— Lawrence .,
25—Hyde.............. 1|48 —Butte.............
Lichtenwaller of Hughes will probably
submit a minority report, recommending |
that districts having two senators be divided, |
the regular report leaving the senators to be |
elected at large in the district. [

-~Campbell. ... .....
—FallRRiver&Custer.
16 —Pennineton., .....
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Sroux Faris, Dak., Special Telegram, Sept. |
16.—The convention spent the greater part
of the day in committee of the whole con-
sidering the report of the legislative
committee. At 5 p. m. the committee ;
rose, having finished the work with |
the exception of some half-dozen amend-
ments, which were sent to the legislative
committee for consideration. The report, as
left to-day, will remain substantially as it
now stands. The principal provisions of the
article are as follows:

Miniinuin number in house, 75: maximum,
135. Minimumn in senate, 25; maximum, 45.
Eligible age to either house, 25 vears. The
legislature to make an enumeration of the state
in 1895, and every ten vears thereafter, and an
apportionment every five years. Members and
oticers of the legislature to take an ironclad oath
which prohibits the acceptance of railroad passes;
terms of office of nembers, two vears; per diem® |
%5; mileage, ten cents; length of session, sixty |
days; time of meceting, first Tuesday after the
first Monday of the year next ensuing the elec- |
tion of memnbers: biennial sessions: the usual |
probibitions concerning the acceptaace of offices
created by the members: and reculations con-
cerning records, adjournment, and miscellane-

committee on education and schoo! lands
will report substantially the sections inthe |
constitution adopted by the convention in
15583, The committee on name, seat of
government and state boundaries decided |
to report in favor of ealling the new state |
Dukota, and the northern boundary the |
forty-mixth parallel. The question of lo- |
eation of the capitol has not yet heen con- i
gidered. Among the recommendations to |
he made by the committee on county and
township organization will be this:

That no countics shin’l be organized with
less thin thivty-six townships. Toremove
the county seat a two-thirds vote of all
residents shall be required, and in case of
a failure, the attempt shall not be repeated
within six years; all county oflicers, except
clerk of courts, to beineligible to more than

Broux FArLvs, Da k., Special Telegram, Sept
14.—As the days pass by it becomes more |

| ind more evident that the delegates assem

dled in convention here are in earnest in the
matter of framing a constitution and apply-
ing for admission to the sistcrhood of states.
I'hose who at first scoffed at the movement
have efther become silent or are employing
ingenious methods to recede from their |
former position and join the army of re-
cruits that are marching forward to state-
hood. This earnestness of effort that per- |
vades the convention became quite apparent |
this morning, when the following resolution,

Hills, was adopted by a unanimous vote: |
Resolved, That a committee of five members !
be appointed by the chair whose duty it shall be '
to draft a memorial to the president and con-
«ress of ¢ne United States, setting forth the
action of this convention, the authority under
which it was held, the necessity therefor, and
askmuy the admission of the state of Dakota into
the unfon ot states, under the constitution
aercat formed, if such constitution shall be
adonted by the people of the proposed state.
; This resolution was followed by another
introduced by Judge Campbell of Yankton,
calling for the appointment of a standing
cornnittee of five to prepare an address to
the people of Dakota, which was unani-
mously adopted. The standing comittees,
o bill of rights, corporations other than |
banking and municipal and executive, ad- |
ministrative and legislative, reported this :
morning. Awmong the recommendations of
the last nimed committees is an iron-clad !
oath to he taken by all the mewmbers and ofi-
cers of the legislature, from which the fol-
lowing is an extract:

I have not knowingly or intentionally paid or
contributed anything, or made any promise in
the nature of a bribe to directly or indirectly in-
fluence any vote at the election ut which I was
chosen to fill seid oftice, and have not accepted
not will I accept or receive, directly or indi-
rectly, any money, pass, or any other valuable !

| thing, from any corporation, company, or per- |

son, any vote or influence I may give or withold
on any bill, resolution or appropriation, or for '
any other ofticial act.

Refusal to take the above oath is to work !

forfeiture of office. The outlines of the re- |

. tween the

ous subjects: )in-ohimuons axainst omnibus ap-
propriation bills.

When the questions of per diem and mile. !

| age were taken up, the economists uttempted |

to reduce the former to $3 and the latter te
five cents, but they were voted down by ab !
overwhelming majority. The usual number
of resolutions were introduced, among which !
were the following:

Prohibiting members of the present convene
tion from holding state offices until the close of
the session of the first legislature; fixing the '
minimum price of school bonds at $5 per acre; |
prohibiting the legislature from changing the
seat of governnlent; recommending the sile o!
one-fourth of the school bonds of the
state at $10 per .acre; qualifica-
tions of electors to be residence of
one vear in the state, six months in the county,
and ter days in the election precinct; prohibit-
ing the delegation of special powers to commis-
slons or corporations from making, supervising
or interfering with any municipal improve- |
ments, or sclecting a capitol site; deploring the

| infringments of personal rights and submitting |

aclause for the protection of the same.
THE FORCE OF S8EPARATE CLAUSES.

The committee on rules, to whom was re-
ferred the resolution introduced on Satur-
day by Kanouse, relasive to the force of eep-
arate constitutional clauses adopted by the |
people, reported that in their opinion such a
clause would, under the law calling the con-
vention, become a part of the constitution,

| and as binding as other parts of that docu- |
| ment.
| submitted reports:

The following standing committce

Elections and right of suffrage: amendments
and revision of the constitution; currency and !
banking: compensation of public officers: reve-
nue and finance; state seal and coat of arms,

Following is the report of the committee
on state geal and coat of arms:

The design of the great seal shall be as fol-
lows: A circle, within which shall appearin the
left foreground a smelting furnace and other
features of mining work: in the lett background
a runge of hills; in the right foreground a farmer
at his plow; in the right background a herd of
cattle nnd a ficld of corn. Betwcen the purts
thus described shall _appear a river bear-
fng a stecamboat. Properly divided be-
upper and the lower edges
of the circle shall appear the legend, “Under God
the people rule,” which shall be the motto of
the State of Dakota. Exterior to the circle and
within u circumseribed eircle shall &ppear in the
upper part the words, “State ot D:lkut:g.' Inthe
lower part the words “Great Scal,” and the
date in Arabic numerals of the yearin wlich
the state shkall be admitted to the Uniow.

TAXES. ‘

The report of the committee on revenue .
and finance provides for a state tax not to

| exceed 11, per cent on the assesscd valua-

tion, and a special tax in case of deficiency;
also the following:

corporate property shall not be surrendered * by
any in truxt or grant to which the state shall

be'a party; that xll moneys, credits,instroments

in bonds, stocks, notes,bills, etc.,are to be taxed,
80 that property of banks shall be taxed thesamo
as that of individuals; prohibits levyinza poll
tax; exempts property of agricultural societics,
schools, churches and cemeteries from
taxation, and personal property tax of
individuals, when less than $200 ;
that $1,000 of land and improvements shall be
exempt from taxation to encourage tree plant-
ing: prohibits any other exempcions than those

| lands.

A bond iurerest tax of one-fhull of Otlllc nc|l~ i
' cent; that all taxes shall be uniform on all rea v 2 ;
| and personal property of corporations and ind{- | mnority report, recommending for a state

| viduals: that the power to tax corporations and

no fees or perquisites permitted for any duties
connected with their offices.

The following sections are tuken from the
report of the comnmittee on

BANKING AND CURRENCY:

Section 1. If a goneral law shall be enacted,
it shall provide for the registry and counter-
signing bv an officer of this state of all bills or
paper credit designed to circulate as money, and
require security to the full amount thereof to be
deporited with the state treasurer.

Section 2 limits the existence of banks to
twenty vears,

Section 3 holds stockholders indefinitely re-
sponsible for all contracts, debts and engage-
ments of corporators to the extemt of their
stock.

The committee on amendment and revis-
ion of the constitution recommended that
when an act for amendment passes the leg-
ielature it shall be submitted for ratification
of a majority of the electors, after

ublication for twelve weeks, and provides

or a constitutional convention by vote
of two-thirds of the legislature if notitied bv
a majority of the electors. The convention
shall consist of asmany members us the lower

house. A resolution was adopted to- |
day providing for evening sessions,
but even with this provision

the work of the convention can hardly be
completed within a week. The president
announced the following standing commit-
tees to-day:

To draft a memorial to congress—Moody,
Booth, More, Updyke, Laybourne,

To drafe an address to the people of Dakota ;

? Campbell, Brookinee, Kanonse, Gault, Miller.
i e

S1oux Farvs, Dak., Special Telegram, Sept.
17.—More business was transacted by the
convention to-day than at any previous timd¢
since its assembling. There is a growing
feeling among the delegates that they must

| compiete the work before them and adjourn

at an early date. The reports of two stand.
ing committees—judiciary, executive and
administrative—were considered, adopted
and sent #o the engrossing committee. The
provisions of these reports are substantially

| the same as when reported to tba conven.

tion.

The supreme court is to consist of threo§

judges, with power to increase the number to
five, as occasion requires; the term of office to
be six years: judges to be elected from districts
by popular vote; the state to be divided into
three districte, as follows:

First District—All that portion of the state
lylog west of the Missourd river.

Second District—All that portion of the state

Jying east of the Missourl and westof the Da- |

kota river.

Third District—All that portion of the state
lying east of the Dakota river.

The stateis to be divided into five circuits,

with a judge for each, whose term shall be four |
vears; each county to have a judge with probate |

powers—term of office two years.

The remaining provisions are similar to
those of other constitutions. The executive
and administrative apportionment consists

of the usual officers, the terms of office of |

each to be two years The duties of all
officers except governor and lieutenant gov-
ernor are to be prescribed by law. In com-
mittee of the whole, Haines of Turner in the
chair, the report of the committee on bill of
rights taken up during the afternoon, but

the consideration was not completed. The

clause relating to eminent domain, 8o far as

| concerned the granting of the right of way

to railroads, called out a spirited discussion.
Several reports of standing committees were
made during the day. The committee on

naming boundary and geat of government |

recommended that the state be called Da-
kota, and that the northern boundary be the
forty-sixth parallel.
THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT.
As to the location of the seat of govern-

! ment, the report reads as follows:

Section 3. The question of the location of a
temporary seat of government shall be submit-
ted to a vote of the eclectors of the proposed
state of Dakota, in the same manner and at the
szme election at which this constitution shall be

| submitted, and the place receiving the highest

number of votes cast on this question shall be

the temporary scat of government until n per- |

manent seat of government shall be established,
as hereinatter provided.
Sec. 4. The lcgislature, at its first session

after the admission of this state, shall provide |

for the submixsion or the question of a place for
a permanent seat of governinent to the qualified

| voters of the state, and that place which receives

& majority of all the votes cast upon that ques-
tion shall be the permanent scat of government.

The committee on exemptions submitted |

the following report:
Tlie right ot the debtor to enjoy the comforts
and necessaries of life shall be recognized by

| wholcsome laws exempting from forced =ale a

homestead, the value ot which shall b2 limited
and defined by law, to all heads of fumilies, and
areasonable amount of property the Kind and
value of which shall be fixed by genersl laws:
but no chanege in the exemption laws shall b2
effective in the collection of any debt contracted

! prior to the adoption of this constitution.
that the

A minority report provides
amount of real estate exempted shall in no
case exceed $2,000, nor the amount of per-
sonal property $1,000, and that real prop-
erty shall not be excmpted from executions

for labor performed thereon, or for the pur- |
| chase price thereof.

The chairman of the
standing committee on bill of rights re-
ported two additional provisions, one that

, no person shall be required to perform any !
| service for the public on any day sct apart !
. by his religion as a day of rest, and the

other that the principles of government of a

free people require liberty of personal action, |
8o far as consistent with the public safety

and welfare. The executive and adminis-

trative committee reported favorably the
! uppointment of a commissioner of school
Mr. McCullum, from the committee |

|on seal and coat-of-arms, submitted a

motto “The People Rule.” A majority of the

commiittee on prenmble submitted the fol- |

lowing report:

| We, the people of Dakota, grateful to Almichty
God for onr civil and relizious liberties, and de-
siring to secure them for ever, in order to form a

more perfect and independent government and |

promote the general weifare, do ordain and es-
tablish the constitution for the State of Dakota.

Updyke of Codington, chairman of the
committee,submitred the following minority
| report:

" Wae. the people of Daxota south of the forty-

sixth'parallel of north latitude, having fne right
of admission into the Union on an equal footin
with the original states, and having compli
with all the conditions made neccssary to the
exercise of such right by the ceasion from

France of the province of Louisiana,
and by an act of coneress extending to
the inhabitants of this portion of the

territory of the United States, the rights, priv-
ileges and immunities secured to the people of
the territory northwest of the river Ohio by the
ordinance of 1787 invoking the pledges ot con-
gress, the guarantecs of the federal constitution
and the blessing of Almighty God, in order to
form a more perfect government, establish jus-
tice, promote the general welfare and secure our
liberties for ever, do ordain and establish this
constitution for the government of the state of
Dakota.

A suplemental report of the committee on

| revenue and finauce recommends that no

| sale of land for taxes can be made except by

| order or judgment of a court of record, and

| providing for the right of redemption from

| tax sale within two years. 2
PROMIBITION.

The committee on prohibition reported in
favor of submitting the question to a vote of
| the people. Section cne of the report reads
ag follows:

No person or corporation shall manufacture
or aid in the manuticture for sale any intoxi-
cating liquor; no person shall sell or keep for
gale ax a beverage any intoxicating liquor. The
| tegislature shall by law prescribe regulations
| for the enforcement of this section, and provide
| suitable and adequate penalties for the violation
thereof.

Section 2 relates that the schedule shall pro-
vide for a vote upon the question at the same
election at which the q;leatlon of the adoption
of the constitution shall be submitted, the
oclause to become a part of the constitution if
receiving an affirmative majority of all votes
! cast, otherwise not.

’ The woman suffrage movement received a
boom this morning in the form of a letter
| from Marietta Bones, its special champion
in Dakota, who, in bad English, protested
\vigorously against the injustice shown her
; sex, and entreated the convention to immor-
italize themselves by granting women the
right to use the baliot. The communication
| wasreferred, amid laughter, to the commit-
| tez on elections and right of suffrage. The
| movement was further advanced by a peti-
tion signed by forty-five citizens of Yankton,
and praying for the submiesion to
|the people of a clause granting the
right of suffrage to women. A communi-
! cation was read from the surveyor genera
| at Huron, stating that the forty-sixth par-
 allel had not been surveyed through the ter-
| ritory. Government surveys give the lati-
, tude of Huron as 44 deg. 21 min. and 3 sec.
' morth. Itis computed that the forty-sixth
parallel is tive and one-fourth miies north of
! the seventh standard parallel, which is the
| southern boundary of the counties of Em-
' mons, McIntosh, Dickey, Sargent and Rich-
; land. From these computations it appears
! that if the forty-sixth parallel is taken for
; the northern boundary, the following amount
| of territory, etated in acres, will be cut off
| from these counties:

| Emmons.... 103,653.66/Dickey.... 160,634.77
McIntosh... 141,316.41|Bichllnd.. 106,076.96

| THE RESOLUTIONS.

‘ The following are the more important res-
| olutions reported to-day:

| Prohibiting the legislature from exemwting by
1

|

law any agricnltural or horticultural socicties,
| churches, sectarian schools or collezes and cem-

eteries: providing for legislative apportionment
| among the counties in single, independent dis-
! tricts; fixing the maximum rates ot taxation
for state paupers at four mills, when the assess-
: ment is $80.000,000 to be three mills, when
! 100,000,000 at two mills, except in great
| emergency induced by invasion the legislature
| may by a two-thirds vote increase the rate.

o

Sroux FaLis, Dak., Special Telegram, Sept.
18.—The question of how far the constitu-
tional convention should go in the matter of
setting up a state government for the pro-
posed State of South Dakota, which has all
along threatened to bring a heated discus-
gion on the floor of the convention, precipi-
tated a crisis this atternoon. As indicated
in previous dispatches, there is a diversity of
opinion on the subject, some favoring the
plan of making provisions for a state gov-
ernment without carrying them out, others
advocating the election of state ofticers and
congressmen, while some take the advanced
ground that in case congress shall
refuse admission the state shall con-
| tinue to exercise the same powers
as other states In generai, however,
the delegates agree in the main upon one
thing, that it is to be taken for granted that
when the senators and representatives to be
elected the coming fali shall knock at the
doors of congress for admission, they will be
admitted, and that the territory will secure
the long-desired boon of statehood. There
are but a few, so far a8 can be ascertained,
| who are in favor of taking any other course
| than acquiescing in the decision of congress,
after atl has been done that can he done for
admission. The question came up this after-
noon when the convention in committee of
the whole was considering the report of the
standing committee on the bill of rights.

INTRODUCED BY CAMPBELL.

When consideration of the report was
nearly completed, Hugh J. Campbell of
Yankton introduced the following additioual
scction, which he stated was a verbatim
copy from the Pennsylvania constitution of
1870:

All political power is inherent in the people
and all free government iz founded on their au-
thority and is instituted for their equal protec-
tion and benefits, and they have the right at all
| times to alter, reform, or abolish their forms ot
government in such manner as they may think
proper. :

This brought Neil, of Grant county, to his
feet, with the statement: :

I don't like the word abolish. T object to the
revolutionary scheme ot abolishing any form ot
government. : ;

“I introduce the section because I think it
peculiarly adapted to the present state of affairs
in Dakota,” replied Campbe!l.

At this President Edgerton, who had been
| sitting quietly on the floor of the convention,
rose, and in a calm, determined voice, spoke
as follows:

I don’t know that I should =
oceasion, but it has been intimat
' that the propriety and nece P i
: ration resis upon the peculi lutions thut we
this day occupy. In other words, while Duakota
is & territory and knocking at the doors of the
general goverment for admission, we de-
i clare to that government that we lave
a right to abolish that form of government, and
I protest against _the declaration. It
18 not my declaration. I desire in this event that
we should present to congress a constitution
" which will receive the approbation of congress;
to appeal to theny, not declare that we shall
have an abxolute rizht to establish a different
form of government: and [ think, with sach
sentiments eapressed. we will tail to acconi-
plish what we desire. We should appeal to
congress, and show congress that we have con-
formed to all that is required at our hands: that
we bavo sufficient population and suthicient ter-
ritory: that we have intellizence: that we are
law abiding; that we have fulfilled its require-
ments, and therefore we ask, as law-abiding
citizens, ti:at it shall emancipate us from a ter-
ritorial form of governnent: but that we don't
come bLetore it as rebels, with the statement
| that we have the absolute right to abolish our

territorial form of government.

While the judge wans speaking, the hall

#




