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But the lady in Orthor p2

in tribulation. iing  {rom
Southampton, AMichael Alienby had, in
i second letter, made elose and particu-
lar inquiries as to Arthur’s wite. He
had met @ friend, he said, who knew
the young doctor very well indeed, and
heavd fiom him that Avthour had left,
not oniyv & widow, hut a ehild.
“You have never mentioned this in
your letters io me,” M. Allenby wrote,
sand doubtless you had your reasons
forit. But knewing how fond I was of
the lad, you have informed me
on & point whici ssure to be of vital
interest to m: wlad, however,
that he left l.h m in sueh good hands as
yours, otherwise the poor girl might
have had te work for her own living,
and work in any shape would be dis-
creditable to a proud and weaithy name
like ours.”

And what will he think,”” the state-
Iy lady :'.s.\'.‘fi of her dinehters, “when
he hears she iskeepinea log uin"—lmnsx?
Who can have told him anything about
her?”?

It is too late

L him against her
NG
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sOre

‘.\

to ;1‘ nk of 1:1 16 now,
her eldest daushiter Hed, “There is
nothing to be done, u.xl s3 vou like to
o and beg her pardon: @:J her {o close
1er house, and hrine herseld and the
baby Liere, as it this had been her home
irom the first

SAMary wondd

nob do 1t
Margaret: she
deeply offended. and 1o \\unll( r.. AMaxy
could never be & hypoerite—she would
not do anything for money, and we have
not been kind enough to make her do it

s:id her
wits too

of this.
woman and in
She, herselt, had

Allenby saw the force
She was a determined
her way a proud one.
thought of some suehi thing as her
daughter Vietoria sugecsted, though
the sugzestion was made in irony, but
{ she had tried Mary's patient, unyield-
i ing disposition before and always failed
in the contest: there was nothing for it
but to stand her ground.

*Iwish the girl was dead,” she said,
bitterly. “I wish she had died before
Artin ever saw her, she had a begoar-
ly old father, too. They were nothing
but paupers and pensioners on Ardhur’s
generosity.  She tricked him into mar-
riage w ith her pretty face and pensive
manners. and now, if your uncle saw
her and heard her story. he would think
we had ill-used her. What right had
she to keep my son’s hoy from me?”’

*She is his mother,” Margaret said,
quictly,

L was Arthur's mother,”” was the re-
ply. And would I have let any selfish
love of mine stand in his way? I would
have resigned him, even for ever, and
to the breaking of my heart; and that
eirl took him irom me. I hate her! I
hate her!”

*Just now, my dear mamma,” Vie-
toria said, sweetly, “you look as if you
could put poison in her tea; but it does
seem a pity she should be so thorough-
ly in our way. You may depend upon
it, Uncle Michael will take a fancy to
her, she has very winning ways, and he
is sure to admive what he will consider
her independent spirit, just as surely as
his money will go to Arthur’s boy and
she will have the interest of it during
her lifetime.”

Do you wish to drive me mad?”? Mrs.

Alle nb\ suid, turning upon her fiercely.
“I have llmuf.rht of these very things
myself, and I could strangle her.”

“*So could I,” said her eldest daugh-
ter, with sweel and savage slowness.
“Bhe took Arthur from you and she has
taken George Hyde from me. e has
not said so, but it is the trath, my dear
mamma.”’

There was not a little of the tigress
disposition in Miss Viectoria, just as
there was the supple tigress beauty. No
two sisters could have heen much more
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7! unlike than she and Muargavet were.
f Had not the voungest lady uf the Allen-

by family resembled Mary not a little
I in her quiet strength of chavacter, she
would have fared very badly indeed at
the hands of thosa two.

“Margaret is right,”” Mrs. Alienby
said; *that girl would not do anything
for money, and we have not gone the
way to win her love. I thought she
would have lost her little property and

¥ been ruined by her wretched lodging- |

f house long ago.”

) *Daisy is generally right.” said the | '
sweet-voiced Victoria. “I'or a girl sol

auiet and romantic, there is more com-

1 Arthur’s uncle.

. as I can, for I should like to sce you re-

| Arthur loved her.”

give more weight to what l have done.
ln L oare a ;,mnl wirl, Marzaret; you
never let vour temper run away with
your judament.”

*As we do” Vietoria observed.
hive to confess, my dear mamina, that
Margaret is a mystery to me. She is
either a saint—very nearly—or themost
wrtful girl Iever knew. Which is if,
darling??

“Whichever vou please,” was the
composed reply. ** Which you think the |
most likely, consideving the training I |
have received, and the example I have 1

daiiy. ISven in this—the letter I have
to write—I @ave my wldviee in pure,
good faith, and you would make a most ‘
treacherous use of it. [t shall be writ- ‘
ten. however, and zood m: ly come of it |
in a way yvou least expzect.” ,

The letter was written, but the gitl |
could not write from the heart, ‘

Mamma desives me to h'll Vou Umt l

Ale. Michael Allenby,
on his way to Loudon, and she \\ls!u S \
you to maet him at our housz. and she |
very much regrets the unfortunate cir-
cumstances which have kepl us apart
s0 long.”

1 should like you toeoma,” Alargaret
added. We weve always triends, and
I so much wish to see the dar nn ¢ boy.
I have him very often when vou
have been out with him, but not to
Hn il to him and kiss him.  Has arows
Arthuin I seethe resemblance al-
13..1!). Do coma.”’ {

She signed herself Mavy'salfectionato |
sister Margaret, and gave the letter to |
her mother to read. That lady p: lsbtd'
it on to Victoria without a word.

“The lirst part would have kept her
away, as much as it Daisy intended it,”
Victoria said, **the second is very clever.
Yes, darling, that will do, she will |
either come or invite you and that will
be alinost as good.

"1 ou are very ungenerous, "Lory.”

“I am only a woman, my love, I can-

i
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not even look like a saint, you can and
do.”
In spite of these sareastic  inter-

changes, Vietoria ioved her sister, and
would have resentod a slight or an in-
jury as bitterly asif inflicted on herself.
She was to be pitied. just as much as
her mother was to by blamed, sho
had made her ehildren what they were.

The answer came from ALiry by re-
turn of post; in a few words and as po-
litely as ])Us's‘ihlw* Mary declined, but she
.lpp'-nde:l a very affectionate \wlu)mL
for Margaret ]l('l.s. 1f.

*We have not met
thur’s death,” she
not forgotten your
cared the less for you. Come and see
my darling boy whenever you please,
you will always be welcome; but [ can-
not come to your mother’s house, though
1 forgive her with all my heart, in spite
of the bitter sorrow she has caused me.
You I hope will come.”

“Just as I thought,” Vietoria said.
“Youwill be very welcome, dear, and
if mamma is wise she will let you go.
But it appears to me she does not say a
word of Unecle Michael.”?

“Not a word.”

“*Very strange.”

“None of us know that girl yet,” Mrs.
Allenby said; “she may be playing some
deep game of herown, or she would not
be such a fool, even with her beggarly
pride, as to stand in her own light and
the child’s. Give me that letter, Mar-
garet, it will prove to your Uncle
Michael the vindictive unforgiving
spirit we have to deal with. You may
go and see her when you please, it shall
not be said that I left any means un-
tried to effect a reconeiliation; you may
tell her that even if she will not see me
I, as Arthur's mother, should like to
see Arthur's boy, and perhaps she will
permit you to bring him here some-
times, and say that il she thinks it more
becoming our respective ages I will
visit her myself.”

“I will say exactly what you tell me,
mamma.”’

*I know you \\'ill,"’ Mrs. Allenby said,
angrily, “and in the same tone and
manner, if yon could, but that is not
what I want.”

“May I go to-day?”

“This minute if you like.”

“I will tell her what you say,” Mar-
garet said gently, “‘and soften 1t as far

for

since poor Av-
wrote, *but I have
kindness then, or

conciled. We ought to remember how

“If I could forget that,” Mrs. Allen-
by said, “I could forgive her every-
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And M. Parker was very far from |
knowing i yl impression he Liad ¢
made on Marsarct. She s the simple, |

chivalrous good nature under the sur- |

tace of his nervousness, and he iu‘[:m\'-
cd greatly on acquaintance. Ile went
into the next room, smoothed his tum-
bled hair, settled his collur and tie, and
changed his study coat for one more
pu*svnl wle. By the time he had done
this the tray was on the table. Baby
settled the apricot jam difliculty by
producing the chiffonicr key from be-
neath the hearthrug.

tIe had taken to Margaret, but he did
not understand hex vet. IIe gave her a
ast amount of unintelligible informa-
tion concerning **Boko,” who lived, if
his tiny finger was to be believed. some-
where in the ceiling. Ile patlted her
face and said “poor” when lhe saw the
tears in her eyes, and let her give him
as many kisses as she chiose; but on the
whole, there was his playmate on the
apricot jam side of the table, and after
a very brief consultation with himself
the little fellow clambered over to him.
Up to this period of his career Master
Arthur evinced a decided preference
for his own sex.

My, Parker hae

1
s

never enjoyed him-
self so much. 2Miss Allenby put him so
delighttfully at his case. She had the
TULC GUILLILY OL e, e cuiuvaltea -
stinet of a fine, delicate, and generous
nature. She led him by degrees to talk
of his own profession, the house he lived
in, his fellow lodger, and Mary. Aar-
egaret learned that Mavy was his idea of
perfection, that his fellow lodzer was
an extraordinary combination of con-
trarvieties, that the house he lived inwas
the dearest spot on earth, and that his
professional hopes were modest to a
degree, but he was confident in a quiet
Wiy,

“Ishall make a position in twenty
years or so,” he said; *and if I can pay
my expenses in the meantime, itis all
I have a right to expect. 'The house
physician is very kind and encourag-
ing. Sometimes I despond. and feel
afraid that I have mistaken iy voca-
tion.”

“That is @ good sign, Mr. Parker. I
read somewhere, quite recently, that
10 man ever yet attained greatness in
his profession who had not suifered
from that despondent fecling—a doubt
of his own worthiness and power. It
may not be a proof of genius, but it
shows at Ieast that he has higher aims
—a desire to do his best.”

“How very kind of you 1o say so3 you
in myself that I
only have when Mrs. Allenby talks to
me. 1 think it is so nice of her to cive
me afew minutes when she thinks I
am dull.*”

“You wonld he dull sometimes; but
have you no friends in London?”

“Dear me, no! All the men of my
OWN i so dreadfully wild, it would

Kill me in o week to go on as they do.”

“You want companionship of a better
sort,”” said turgaret. It will be dii-
ferent when you are in a position of
your own, and have some one to care
for vou.”
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