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TOBOGGANING.

THE NEW WINTER SPORT INHER-
ITED FROM THE (NDIANS.

Scenes at One of the Fashionable Slides.
The Costumes=The Toboggans, and
the Improvements Yankee It
genuity Has Made in Them.

|Special Correspondence. ]

New YoRK, Jan. 27.—Our Canadian neigh-
bors have long held a monopoly of the sport
of tobogganing. We were compelled to be
satisfled with the glowing accounts which
reached us of the exhilarating effects of a
drop of a few thousand feet down one of
their celebrated slides. Last season a slide
was in use at Saratoza Springs, and one in
Vermont. This winter they have been an-
nounced as being in full swing at various
points, the most notable one being at Or ange,
N.J.

The group of Oranges, or the five villages
bearing that name, are located on an uzdu-
lating plateau, about eightean miles west of
New York. The inhabitants are chicfly New
York busingss men, who make it their first
duty to look after their own healfh and: that
of their families, for which reason they
choose to live in this suburban place tho
year round, rather than risk the effect on
health of the confinement of city life, For
this reason butdoor sports are cultivated ex-
tensively in Orange. Then, beside, the
original settlers of the place wera a New
Eugland colony, se it is not to be wondered
at that they would take kindly to any sport
that had the prestige of being popular under
tho British flaz. For in Orange English

manners and - customs are held to a more
reverential ‘observauce than in any other
town in this country.

THE SLIDE AND SURROUNDINGS.

The expense of constructing and main-
taining the slide is tremendouns. A slide
1,004 feet in length, floored with spruce
boards laid lenzthwise, was built from a
hillside to the valley below. A cozy liitle
cottage has been fitted up as tha “Essex
County Tobogzan Club housa.” The track
is an undulating one, Lut with a descent suf-
ticiently rapid to enable a tobozsan, under
favorable con litions, to go over the entire
course in fifteen seconds. A rate of twenty-
five miles an hour is considerad mere sloth’s
progress. The track averazes four feet in
width, and is guarded by eizhtesn-inch side
guides flanging outwarl. At the top is a
platform, from which the tobozgans, carry-
ing from two to half & dozen persons each,
ave started. The steerer sits in the rear,
using one or both feet as a rudder,

I had thought that ouly one thing neces-
sary to perfect. the
sport woud Le an
endless cable, work-
ed by steam power,
that would haul
the miembers and
their 1oboggans to
the summit. Isoon
found, though, that
the principal en-
joyment is said to
Le in the journey
up the hill again,
and that the young
folks would retel if
anything was done
to curtail itt In
fact, many of them
would not mind if
the walk were just
a little longer. Of
course, itmade con-
siderable difference
whom I talked to
on the subject. ‘There was oue young lady
who said the walk back was very tedious,
but she did not appear to have the monopoly
of any special escort.

The costume adopted by the club adds
greatly to the pic- z
turesqueness of the
gay groups who
conzregate  daily
at the side. The
ladies wear blan-
ket costumes, in
gay. colors, with
fur caps and
“clouds’ on the
head, aud mocca-
sins on the foel.
The gentjemen
wear the club cul-
ors. red and Dblue,
made up jauntily
in warm woolen
stuff, and crowned
with the custom-
ary toque or hood
cap. Then there
are numerous
guards, hired to
keep everything in
order. They were dressed in scarlet flannel,
and lent much to tho gorgeousness of the
scene. The president of the ciub wore the
most elaborate costume, made up of violet
blue and stunning red.

LADIES' COSTUME.

THE PRESIDENT.

- THROUGH TO NEW YORK—TIIE DAI.'I‘H(O"!

Aleng the sides of the course were stakes
at regular intervals, carrying brilliant flags,
At night torches flamed atthe top of the
stakes, and these, with immensa Loufires,
lent a grandeur to the scone that is never to
Le forgotten.
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a totoggan after ail.  These toboggans look |
as much as possible like long, broad strips of |
pasteboard, with one end rolled upwagl, and }
with little railings running alon: the side, i

Austead Of DOINZ PASTEDOArd They Are maae
of thin strips of hard wood, Jashed together
with throngs instead of nails or screws, and
rubbed as smooth as glass underheath. The
Canadians have been using thom ever since
they were taught their use by the Indians
but it remained for us Yankees to immedi-
ately improve on the ones handed down by
the atorigines, This improvement was
made at Baratoga last scason, and consists
in rounding tho bottor of each siat instead
of keeping it flat, so that it is chiefly the
lowest portion of the curve that bearson
the ice. The result is a tromendous gain in

A still further improvement was made In
the toboggan at Baratozs this senson which
brought the speed up to about seveunty-five

miles an hour, This rate was found to oe¢
too dangerous, and the use of this style of
toboggan has been forbidden. Consideratle
ingenuity has been brought to bear on the
construction of slides. The one in use at
Albany was designed by an architect and
cost about $1,000. :

The cost of these costumes vary from $350,
upward. To a slight figure they are a de-
cided improvement. but to a corpulent une
the effect is sometimes very ludicroux They
look as much like Polar beurs as anything.

ALL BEADY TO START.

The above gives an idea of a party aboul
starting. but a picture of the same party s
few soconds after they had started woulc
simply be a streak of beautifully blendec

red aud blue. 'The writer thought that &
trial of a toboggan trip down to the valley
would caable him to desceribe it, but he goi
down there so quick that ho hadu’t time t
collect his thouguts. It was delicious, of
course, to be sandwiched in between twe
such lovely girls as tho-¢ that patroniz2 the
Orange slide, but then that wasn’t what |
was thinking of. The feeling when we got
goiug was that we had notbiny under s tc
speak of, and the thought that entered my
hcad was the disaster that would follow il|
the little there was shou!d wear throuzh. |
had slid down cellar doors in my time and |
this was the nearest I had approached il!
since, and it brought back instantly a re
minder of old timo consequences. ‘lo de
seribe the sensation of speed is utterly im-!
possible, you simply hold your breath uudi
the toLozgan rail and feel the wind rushing |
past, and in a few moments you are thore. |
1t the sport is favored by many such win- k
tors as the present one it will not be long be- |
fore each little town will boast of its own!
tobozgan slide. S. H. Horgan. |

YUHILADELPHIA, Jan, 2i.—1lhe subject stil!|
agitatingz raiiroad circles is the entrance ol
the Baitimore and Ohio raiiroad iuto New
York city via Staten Island. Th: only way
of approach seemed herotofore to boe throu:h
Jersey City. But it wiil seem a strange fuc
to many of our readers that every foot ol
the Jersey City water front is already owned
by railroad companies, which are, of course,
hostile to the entrance of the Laltimore and |
Obio.

There are many who will welcome tho Bal-
timore and Ohio to New York. To get there
it was necersary for this popular road tc
build a new line from Philadelphia to New
York. 7The picture shows the work at
Gray’s Ferry road. Philade!phia. At the
point named the now line crosses the Schuyl-
kill. Here is u long cut, tuuneling uader
Gray's Ferry road. The cut at its decpest is
thirty feet. ‘lhe Baltimore and Ohio line
pass:s under the Pennsylvania Railroad
bridge and through the grounds of .the
arsenal and naval asylum. It also cuts the
grounds of the old Harmar mansion, where
‘1homas Jefferson lived when he was secre I
tary of state. Iu Phila:lelphia proper another '
tunnel leads the road ‘under 'Lwonty-firth |
streot to Pennsylvania avenue.
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AND OH10. ’
The Baltimore and Ohio company had the
greatest difficulty in getting the right of
way through Philadelphia. Money and in-
fluence sought to stop them, and was fo:
some time successtul. The road at length |
bas become too big a thing to stop, however,
and now it goes through the Quaker City.

In connection with -the Staten Island end
of the line, our readers will have noticed the
name of Mr. Erastus Wiman “bobbing up
serenely” in the newspapers with consider-
able regularity of la'c. The greatest effort
of his lifo was his argumnent beforo the com-
niittees of the two houses of congress in
favor of bridging Arthur Kill. This i the |

R name of the strait

(i e~ between Santoni
lsland and New |
Jersey over which '
the drawuridge of |
the Baltimore and |
Ohio is to. pass. |
Being a matter Le. !
tween two states |
# _ the consent of the!
= United Statcs zov- |

: > “ernment is nucs- |
7 - sary to accoinplish
= si<-the scheme.  Mr. |
A ..~'\\'nn:ul'snr;’,ummL
~ wes a marvelonsty
avle and briliiant
one, and will eall

ERASTUS WIMAN,

‘the resources of the old island, though ‘they
do say he onght to lower the rates of forri-|.
‘age to New York. Doubtles's this will Le

REMING VUN

attention still more to the rising railroad
king. Hon. William Walter Phelps mado
the opposing argument.

Ho started in lite a poor country boy. He
was born in Peel county, New York state,
in 1834 His parents removed to Toroato,
Canads, when he was very young. He
never had any education except what he got
in the public schools, and that closed early.

But by sheer force of brain and will he made ;

his way in the world. He chose the printer’s
trade. As an apprentice he was an earneat,
stendy worker. He showed the same vim
that he now manifests in tho larger walks.
From being a comnositor he took the man-
agement of a commercial news room.

He founded a comic weekly, and met his
fate like a man.

Then, baving recovered from that blow,
ho entered R. G. Dun & Co.’s commercial
agency, as their Montreal manager. This
wasin 1860, In every enterprise in which
he was engaged, except the comic weekly, Mr.
‘Wiman enlarged the business, and attracted
attention to himself by his energy and re-
markable ability. This brought him at

195 WHIDDEN BROTHERS,

—WE WISH YOU —

ALL & BACPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YZAR.

vnd announce that instead of taking stock during the month of Janary we
shall offer, regardless of cost. the balance all goods in our

<

length to New York. He it was who made
the move to unite the Western Union tele-
graph lines with thoss of Canada.

After that he was attracted to Staten
Island, He is as good a fighter as worker.
He crushed opposition before him, even that
of men much richer amd. more influential
than himself. He first made himself owner

of the ferry line botwoen New York and the |

north shore of Staten Island. Next he be-
came president of the belt railway around
that island. He has done much to develop

done when the Baltimore and Ohio road
comes to stay. But all must admire his
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SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN

COTABLISHELG ¢

The most popular Weskly newspaper devoted
toscience, m’o:ganiu. on.l.mce,rin. tg:wvcfiu. in-
ventions and patents ever published. Everynum-
ber illustrated with splendid engravings. This

publication furnishes a most valuable

DRY GOODS DEPARTMENT!

At such low figures. for

SPOT CASEHIL,
Thyt you cant help buying. . &

Now is the time to get goods at your own prices
- Balance of Winter stock must go.
v Balance of Boots and shoes must go.
Balance of ready made Clothing goes. '
Odds, ends and remnants of all kinds must go,

and we will take as exchange for part

5,000 Bushels of Wheat

and allow yow 5 cents above etcvator piices.

of information which no peraon should be without.
s popularity of the SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN is
such that its circulation nearly equals that of all
other papers of its class combined. Price. $3203
vear. Discount toClubs. Sold by all nowsdealers.
MUSNN & CO., Publishers, No. 301 Broadway, N. Y.

Munn & Co. have
ATENTS. Jitiiis |
o Eight years®

praciice ~ before
the Patent Office and have prepared
more than One Hundrod Thoti=
and_applications for patents in tho
Bniv. States znd foreign countrics,
‘Trade-Marks, Copy-rights,
Assignments, and all othor papers for

securing to inventors their rights in the |

United States, Canade, England, France,
G::m:ny and‘o!hnr foreign countries, pre-

ared at short notice and on reasonable terms. |
v Information asto ohtainingﬁutents chuer- |

fully given without cliurge. ~1iand-books of
info'n‘:mlion sent freo, Patents obtained
through Munn & Co. are noticed in the Scientific

Y i 'e. Tho adrantage of such notico is
\:;‘I‘I"\:;::l:;rlz‘n?»d by all persons who wish todis-

e of their patoats. i
Wjddm“ :|‘H.\'N & CQ.. Offico SCIENTIFIC
, 361 Lroadway, New York.

IF YOU WANT TO

FILL YOUR GAME BAG,

i
AND MAKE |

BIC SCORES, |

USE

EMIRG I
.

SHOT GUNS.

All the Latest Improvements.

——el @ Qe

FOR DESCRIPTIVE CIRCULARS,
ADDRESS

Lamberson, Furman & Co.,

SOLE AGENTS FOR

E.REMINGTON & SONS’

Sporting Arms and Ammunition,

281 & 283 Broadway,

* NEW YORK. |
WESTERN OFrICE, |

D. H. LAMBERSON & CO.,
73 State Sireet, Chicago, 1,
ARMORY, - - = ILIOM, N. VY.

SHOVELS.
SCoOOPS, SPADES.

MAD: |4 THE BEST MANNER, BY SXILLED WORKMEN
REMEMBER THAT QU CC0DS ARE ALWAY3 PELIABLE,
One Plece of Solld Steal. i

NO HOLES OR RIVETS TO WEAKEN THE BLADE. |
SEND FOR CIRCULARS. |

REMINGTON AGRICULTURAL C0.,
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THE CHICAGO. :
MILWAUKEE

ST. PAUL R'Y

Is the Fasat-Mail Short Line from St.

e
IFLES-ZTD

a7 CURTS - Diphtheria, Croup, Asthma, Bronchitis, Neuralgia, Rheumatism, Dionding £

‘Somw_:»n esn. Irfiucnza, Iacking Cough, Wheoping Cough, Catarrh, Cholera Mortis, Dyacnsory
hArel ) .

a, Kidney ‘Iraubles, and Spinal Discases. Pamphict free, Dr. s, 5. Johusoa & ., 55 on, -

i\ MAKE @ :
é ) NEW, RICH
B\ BLOOD.

; Ve Q pL :
Theae pilla were a wonderful discoveryr, No others like them in the world, Till posit
fieveailn r of diserse. Tho midrination around eac’i box is worth ten tin:es thio
hHont them and you will always be thankful. One vill 4 doso.
12re. or sent by mail for 25¢. iu stamps. Or. I. 3. JOHNSON & €O,
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pure and hinhiy co
troted. One o:

Pty

kL :
1 et |
ucit by mail for S0 conte in stamps. 2 1-41b, air-itight tia cai
prepaid, 1or 35.00 DE. L 8. JORWNSQL & CO., Lomur.

LUMBER. BUILDING MATERIAL.

Maygnard Crane.

—Yard at foot of Burrell Avenue—

COOPERSTOWN, - - DAKOTA,

Paul and Minneapolis via La Crosse and |

Milwaukee to Chicago und all points in |
the Eastern Statesand Canada. Itis;

the only line under one management be- | =

tween St. ’aul and Chicago, and is the |
finest equipped railway in the Northwest
1t is the only line rygining sleeping cars
with luxuriant smoking rooms. and the .
tfinest dining cars in the world, via the
famous **River Bank Route,” along the
shores of Lake Pepin and the beantiful |
Mississippi river, to Milwaukee and,
Chicago.  Its trains connect with those
of the Northern lines in the Grand;
Union depot at St. Paul.  No change of |
cars of any class between St. Paul and
Chicago. Forthrough tickets, time-tables |

i aud full information, apply to_any cou-

l;:m ticket agent 1 the Northwest.
. Miller.General Manager:.J. . Tucker,
Ass't. Gen'l. Manager: AL V.1 Carpen-
ter. Gen'l Pass. Agenty Geo. 1. Heaf-
jord. Asst. Gen'l Pass. Awent. Milwan-

| kee, Wis.2 W, 1L Dixon, i 1n’l Northe |

western Pass. Agent, St Uanl, Minn,

HARDWARE,

Stoves, Tinware, Paints, Oils, Etc,

Cedar Felt Paper, for InsideFinish.

A. N. ADAMS.

/{’




