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Valley City has enjoyed its annual
sensation, with brass band and torch-
Jight procession. The occasion this
time is what has flgured as a Cowrt
tHouse Steal—Tax Steal—Official Corrup-
tion, all in italics. It seems that J. W.
Scott and John C. Evans had purchased
tax titles to the amount of several thou-
and dollars, and taking advantage of
the celebrated “*Traill County Tax De-
eision’ by which it was virtually decid-
ed that all moneys derived from tax
sales had been obtained by the county
illegally (whethier or not a recovery
could be had against the county),
petitioned the board of commissioners
for a repayment of their moneys, with
interest. Their petition was granted
—hence the commotion. The remedy,
¥ the proceedings were illegal,is by an
district  court,
avhich should and could be
taken by any tax payer upon furn-
ishing a bond for the custs of the action.
Jut, 11 accordance with precedent, the
appeal is  taken with more
fuss than celerity. Some of the
newspaper men, who are under dogs in
the fight, very sensibly, desire to climb
into the affections of the dear people,
while others, who are political moguls,
but not recognized as such, are equally
anxious to conciliate the tax payer by
the blare of trumpets and the clash of
cymbals in the interest of good govern-
ment, and fat oflices. Thereal blow,
which may stageer the counties has
bheen dealt by the supreme court of the
T nited States.in aremorseless adherence
{0 precedent.upon demand of the North-
eyn Pacific (which fought for its legal.
unt equitable,rights). he Darnes county
Board was evidently a little fresh, (if it
2 any vegavd for the good will of the
public), in giying up any money. save
at the point of the havonet: hut if it is
legally justified in its course, wineh can
e determined, thisis a deed as white
as snow compared to former proceed-
ings of the old hoard—with Daily as
chairman, and yet, Daily used to be a
very popular oflleial with the parties
who are now incensed against him.
The board that issued the fitnous crders
for ‘“bridge purposes’  wuas, Wwe
yveavel to Sy, neye:r asked
by thiese patriots to resion. If
apon final adjudication this refunding is
fonnd illegal,the warrant issued is waste
paper; if itis not illegal, Messrs. Scott
and Evans have simply obtained that
which is their due. I’erhaps some of
these pat-riot leaders would have turned
away from the commissioners’ proposi-
vion to refund their money with a three-
ply sort of a withering scorn that would
have paralyzed the *‘boord.” These
philanthropists, who so dearly love the
dear people. would, no doubt, have com-
menced a high pressure law suit to com-
pel the ‘*boord” to do what the ‘‘boord’’
was willing to do without being com-
pelled; or better yet, perhaps they would
have surrended their last dollar
to the county filled with the dear
people who vote.and wait for God to
reward them. Has any one seen any
-gable African shedding his black skin,
like a rattle snake, lately; or any leop-
.ard running around in this neck o’
the woods with the spots off of
him?

I'his is a subject fraught with inter-
&8t to Griggs county,as well as its south-
eyn neighbor, and we have taken some
pzins to examine the authorities, rela-
tive to the subject. That county com-
missioners mav exercise the right of

individuals in the payment of a colmty‘s[
«eguitable, if urcollectable, debts is a|

nrinciple manitained by no less an au-
thority than Judge Cooley:

A oencral right exist= in the state to refun
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purchase, than to the original owners.
1tis public policy that purchasers of
tax titlesbe encouraged by every rea-
sonable means. They are generally res-
1dents who are (while looking out for
their own interests) risking their money
to benefit the county.

Whether or not the purchasers of void
tax titles have arecovery by suit for
moneys paid,at common law,is a mooted
question; the matter is generally settled
in each state or territory by statute. In
Minnesota, Vermont, Nebraska and
other states provision is made similar
to that of Dakota, and the tax title
purchaser is protected. The force and
application of our Dakota statute, which
reads as follows—

Where, by mistake, or wrongful act of the treas-
urer, Jand bas been sold, on which no tax was due
at the time, the county is to save the purchaser
harmlees by paying him amount of principal and
interest [Rate of interest modified 1885.]
to which he would have been entitled
had the land been rightfully sold.

—has never been adjudicated upon.
nor has our supreme court made any
decision hearing upon the rights of pur-
chasers in default of statute. This
matter will now, in all probability, be
determined, and the courts will certain-
ly favor the most liberal interpretation
and construction of comimon law and
statute to protect the purchasers of tax
titles absolutely void.

In regard to the rights of owners, no
danger exists that the railroad counties
will become bankrupt by a general re
funding of taxes which have been vol-
untarily paid. The weight of legal an-
thorities determines that to entitle a
tax payer to recoyer against a county
the amount of taxes wrongfully assess-
ed and paid, that (1st)the tax must
have beeu entirely void; (2d) that the
taxes must have been paid under protest.
Smith vs. Redfield, 27 Me. 145; R. R. Co.
vs. Marsh, 12 N. Y. 305; Ilospital vs.
Phila. Co. 24 Penn. St. 229; Taylor ys.
Board of IIealth, 31 Penn. St. 73. Any
other rule of law would result in end-
less confusion and litigation, harmful
to the state or municipality. Yet it is
difficult to justify this nice operation of
a protest, whicih costs nothing and
which may always be made for safety,
whether the tax be legal or illegal. It
is something in the nature of a snap
judgment on a technicality in favor of
the public. It being 1n the interest of
the public is its real justification. The
rule is different in Kentucky. There,
no protest is necessary to warrant the
tax payer in his recoyery. Underwood
vs. Brockman; 4 Dana, 309.

Altogether, it seems that we shall
survive the blow of the Traill county
case, without material injury, though
not without expense and inconvenience

Ed. IIall is running a bright little
democratic paper in the Sun-Democrat,
W. II. II. Mattison convinced the Fai-
goites that the paper existed, and Id.
has a good chance, with democratic pat-
ronage, of making it not only continue
to exist; but pay.

President Cleveland has offended the
senate by not sending its members for-
mal invitation to the diplomatic recep-
tion. Well, you see. GGrover has been in
the habit of just mentioning to the boys
“there’s a hen on,” when Le has hith-
erto given a party, and is not used to
the new situation.

Monday will be the 154th anniversary
of the birth of Washington—he who
looms up, in an atmosphere cleared by
time from the perplexing smoke of per

sonal and polititical warfare, as an im-
mortal who bore,like the Christ, the bur-
dens of a nation,and the imprint of whose

mighty will is stamyed u({;on the cosmos,
and whose fame will endure forever.

It is veported that L. Ed. Davison, of
the BarnesCounty Record, will make his
debut in politics, this fall, asa candidate
for tne council. The owners of
the Record are to be congrat-
ulated on their selection of a
candidate. Mr. Davison’s well known
acumen and magnetic influence will
make him a leading spirit in the coun-
cil.

There is always a feast or a famine of
news. But a few days ago we heard
that the English cabinet had resigned;
now, upon the heels of this comes the
intelligence that four members of the
Valley City council have done the same
thing.

The checks from our Dakota pilgrims
in Washington are comingin for pro-
{test. The pilgrims may be expected
back soon. l.et the public baths be pre-
pared, and soup houses stocked up.

Brother Adams, of the Cooperstown
COURIER, in his “DPolitical Pointers,"
says: *‘Budd Reeve, of Buxton, and Mc-
Laren, ot Hope, it is suspicioned, have
their eyes on the House.” While we
cannot answer for the ‘‘stalwart demo-
crat of Buxton,” MacLaren the soft
impeachment denies. But we will say
that the district might look further and
fare worse than it would by electing
either or both the gentlemen named, to
the next Assembly. —Pioneer.

Mortgage Sale.

Default has been made in the conditions of a
certain mortgage executed and delivered by Wil-
liam Wethy, unmarried, mortgagor, to Sarah
L. Hubbell, mortgagee, dated the 2th day of
April, A. D. eighteen hundred and eighty-three,
and recorded asa morigage in the office of the
register of deeds of the county of Grlgg. inthe ter-
lt&r"y of Dakota, on the 4th day of May, A. IJ.
1 at 7 o'clock p. m.,in book ‘‘C''of mort-
Rages, on page 57, on which there isclaimed to be
due at the date of thie notice, and hereby declared
to be due at the election of mortgagee, the sum of
six hundred forty-one and 70-100 ($641.70) d»llars,
and no action or proceeding has been instituted at
law or in equity to recever the debtsecured by
said mortgage or any part thereof, and sald mort-
gage has never been assigned.
otice is hereby given, that by virtue of a vower
of eale contained in sald mortgage, and of the
statate in such care made and provided, t' e enid
mortgage will be forecloged by s =ale of the mort-
aged premiees therein described. which eale will
)e made atthe front door of the court house in
Cooperstown, in the county of Grigge. and territo-
ry of Dakota, at public auction by the sheriff of
eaid county, or Dby  his deputy on
Saturday, the 3d day of April, A. D. 1886, at 2
o'clock in the afternoon, 1o satisfy the amount
which ghall then be due on raid mortgzuge, with
the intercet thereon.and costs and expenses of
enle, and taxes, and fifty (350) dollars uttorneys’
fecs, as stipulated insnid mortgnire in case of fore-
clorure.

The premireg degeribed in =nid mortzage. and
#0 10 he #old, are the lot, picee or parcel of land
situated in the convty of Griges, and territory of
Dakota, and known and d vl ux follows, to

g The northwest quarter (n-w 4) of rection
irhtoen (i8) of towns No. one hundred
forty-four (144) north, of ranwe fifty-nine (4
woest, (o i d forty-s=even and

55-00 (14 i 1o the United
State f.

-100) acres
. nment =u
¢ at Fargo. D, 1., 1his A
1850, Sanan L. lHespeLn, Mor
Spalding & Templceion, atty. for morty

wo. D. T. 22

Notice of Final Proof—Lund Oflice at Furgo, D.
T.. Junuary 19, 1856,

Notice ix hereby given that the following named
ecttler hax filed notice of hiz intention 10 muke
finul proof in &npport of hix claim and =cenre finul
entry thereof, viz: Leonurd W. Safford, D. 8.
No. 15434, for thelotx 1and 2, ew)y of nely and
Wz of #e i of vec 1, tp 148n, r 60w, and names the
following ar hix witnesscs, viz:  Arthur Know,
Ezra W. IIngerty, Benjamin F. Kuhns, Charles
;)l. ;{?llllﬁ()n, all of \\'ilfu\\' P O., Grigex county,

The testimony of witnesscx to he taken hefore J.
N. Jorgengen, clerk of the district court. at Coop-
erstown, Grigge county, D.'T. on the 27th duy of
Feb.. A, D. 1886, at his oflice.

Testimony of claimunt to be tuken before lon.
Register or Receiver of U. 8. Land oftice, at Fur-
ron, Dak., on March 3d. 1886G.

J IIORACE AUSTIN, Register.

1-
Win. Glass, att'y.

Nctice of Final Proof—Land Oftice at Fareo,
D. T Jan. 26 1886, Notice ix herehy given that
the following named settler hag tiled notice of his
intention to make final Proof and secure final en-
try thercof, viz:  Edwin Hauscn, D, 8. No. 14,207,
for the nwi of sec. 16, twp. 145m, r. 50w, and
names the following ns hix witnesses, viz: 1d-
ward Michacelis, Christinn ¢, Wolden, Elling N,
Skoye, Andrew Benson, all of Cooperslown,
sviges county, DT

The testimony herein to he taken before John
N. Jorgenken, clerk of the  distriet  court
at  Cooperstown,  Griggs  connty. D.'I., on the
Sthday of March, 1886, at  hir oflice.

27 HORACE AUSTIN, Register.

Norick op Fixan Proor—Land Oflice nt Farco
D. T.. Jdan. 21, 1836, Notice i hereby given that
followinge named sattler hax filed notice of his in-
tention to make tinnl proof in support of his ¢lnim
and secure final entry thereof, viz: Karl P. Van-
gen. 1D 8. No. 16.600 for the nely of kee. 12, twp.
147n. v, Glw, and names the following as hix wit-
nesees, vizi Jens Anderson, d0hin K. Thune,
: vetrort, Trond Rogne, all of  Jesse post-
office, Griggs county, D. 1.
The tesiimony 1o he tnken before Jolin N. Jor-
gensen, clerk of the district conrt, at Cooperstown,
Grigge county, DT on the 12th day of March,
A. D, 188G, at hir oflice.
HORACE AUSTIN, Register.
0~
~

Jacohron & Oie.

Nowvie

E or I"INAL Proor—Land Oftice at I'argo,
D.T.J )

an. 2, 1856,

< hereby given that the followinz named
gottler has filed notice of his intention muke
final v n supnort of 1 i
entry thercof,

Ole An
ana els g
nesthe followine

John=on. Ole

it witnesses,
on, lver Torfin,
< countv. DL T
The testimony 10 he taken befc Geo. B. Clark,
judge and ex-oflicio elerk of prob
county, D. .. at Cooperstown, Gricgs )
T., on the 25th dayv of Fehrunry, 1886, at his office.
HORACE AUNTIN, Regirter.

NoTicr oF FINAL PrRoor.—Land Oftice at Fargo,
D. T..Jan., 1886. Notice is hereby given that
the following numed eettler hae filed notice of his
intention to make final proof in support of his
claim and recure final entry thereof,viz: Johm K.
Thune, D. 8. No. 14.806 for the ew ¥ of rec 28, tr.
147n, r 60w, and names the following as his wit-
nesses: Karl T. Vaugen, John Anderson, John
Pauleon and Andrew . Overby, all of Jesse,
Grigge county, D. T.
The testimony to be taken before Geo. B. Clark,
judge and ex-ofticio clerk of probate court, Grig
county, D. T., at Cooperstown, Griggs county, D.
T., on the 25th d.{ of February, 1888, at his oftice.
IORACE AUSTIN, Register.
And you Harry J. Lyons, who on the 1ith day
of July. 1883, filed T. C. entry No. 8650, for the sX
swXand s) seX sec 28, tp 147, r 60, are hereby
notified to be and lgpenr before Geo. B. Clark,
judge and exofficio clerk of probate court, at Coo-
ratown, D. T., on the 25th day of February,
885, and show cauee, if any you have, why the
said John K. Thone should not be allowed to
make proof and p'alyrnem for his land. 53-5
ORACE AUSTIN, Register.

Nortice.—U.S. Land Office, Fargo,D.T.. Jan.27,
1886. Complaint having been entered at thisoffice
by Petrus Erikson against De Witt C. Upham,
for failure to comply with law asto timber cul-
ture entry No. 6761. dated April 11, 1882, upon the
8-¢ X rec 18, twp 146, r 59, in Griggs county, Da-
kota. with a view to the cancellation of #nid entry;
contertant alleging that raid DeWitt C. Upham
during the year ending April 11, 1885,
failed. to plant or cauke to be planted
10 treeg, tree s#cede, roots, nute or cuttings, five
ncrex of #aid tract, broken the first year of =aid
entry or to cultivate to crop, or otherwire, the sec-
ond five acres thereof broken during the scecond
yenr of ¥aid entry. That guid failure exists ut the
present fime, und that all the improvements now
on the land ix® about ten acrex broken dnring the
firet and second yeurs of the existence of  s=aid en-
jtry. and  which are now grown up 1o
I weeds; the =aid parties are hereby summoned to

appear at this offce on the 24th dny of March,
1886, at 10 o'clock 1. m., to respond and furnish
testimony concerning snid alleged failure.

4 HORACE AUSTIN, Register,

The Chicago people are kinder to

collected for its purposes, and a correspond- | the dumb brutes than any other people |
ists in the common council, | Of the world.

They even let the rats

towus teat the succulent floaters, and other
any sums paid by
zhem as corporate taxes, which arc found to have
heen wrongfully exacted, or are belicved to be for
inequituble.—Cooley on Taxation,

bodies in the morgue, which are un-
claimed by friends.

The Wheatland Eagle is oneof the

This rule applies more consistently to | brightest of our exchanges, and appears
men who pay taxes for others, by way | to be well supported.

Norick 0r FiNAL Proor.—Land Ofice at Fargo
D. PT.. Feb. 8, 1835, Notice is  hereby  ziven

| that the following named rettler has filed notice |,

| of Lix intention to make finul proof in support of

| Ris claim and #ecure final entvy thercof. viz: 1e-
ter Cameron. 1). 8. No. 15,587, for the sw i of scc.
10, tp 148n, r 60w, and namesthe following ax his
witnesser, viz: William L.  Stringer, Gideon
Sheldon, Benjamin Kuhng, and Boie 1. Leine, all
of Willow, Griggs county. D, 1.

The testimony of claimant and witnesscg to he
tuken hefore Geo. B. Clark, jndge and ex-ofticio
clerk of probate court., at Cooperstown, Griges
oounty. D. D., on Maroh 23, 1886.

4-9 Honrack AUsTIN, Register.
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We will sell, without reserve and regardless of valuwe,
Three Thousand dollars worth of

Men's, Youths’& Boys’ Clothing

Fur Robes and Fur Coats,

AT YOUR OWN

PRICES

LADIES’ ULSTERS

—A FE W—

AND CIRCULARS,

at 25 per cent less than former prices.

SEWING

Youwr choice of the White,

MACHINES.

Dauvis, American or Dia-

mond, at cash prices, on one yewi’s tine.

BOOXKS,

$8.50.

JOHN SYVE

IBOOEES,

Constantly on hand, a full line of school Books, School Supplies, with

Webster’s Unabridged for

$8.50

We have taken the agency for an eastern Publishing house, and can sell you
books of the best authors astonishingly low.

RSCN & CO.

2 7 4 v )
ff/Zu[/N.) Ll?/(u divetie]

goods and prices.
season. and if there is any of them
In two words, before going out o

the last faint whisper.

ANNOUNCEMEINT !

The people of Griggs and adjoining counties will please take notice that if the old
sayimg, *Money mukes the mare go,” is true, it is equally true of

S
HYtpres, @/I'Hmrln’ (C‘r}c ;

We hereby piroclaim {o everybody thatisin need of goods in our line, that
will not be undersold by any body, anywhere, and invite your inspection of
The almighty do

Mlar is coing to work miracles this

loose, we are bound to have them.

f tlie door turn around and catceh
STEVENS & ENGER.

the accommodation

The patronage of the farming public is

to all their

Single or Double Rigs!

With, or Without Driver; and Saddle Horses at all
times. Land Hunters and Sportsmen will find

at this Stable equal
necessities.
respectfully solicited. All stock left in

the stable will be carefully attended to, at the lowest living prices.

13.21886. Complaint having been entered at this
offce by Allan Pinkerton, against Ebenezer D.
Riggs, for failure to comply with law nsto tim-
ber-culture entry No. 7600, dated Nov. 20, 1882,
upon theney ecctiop 2, township 148n. range
BSw, in Griges county. Dakota Territory, with a
view to the cancellation of maid entry: contestant

alleging that the said Ebenezer D. Riges, has
failed to plant, or eause to be planied, fiv =
| gaid tract or any part thereof. into tree
| roots, nuts or cutiiz during the third )
dnte of his said enl
| contest: the said part
| appear at thiz office on 1l
188G, nt 10 2. m.. 10 T
| concerning =uid all
1-0

failure.

W. GEAREY. Receiver.
L Ofice, Fargo. D, ‘I, Dec.
31. 18%5. Complaint having been entered at this
{oftice by Jnhnl.\lillur against Henrey P, Gies, for
abandoning his homestead entry  No. 9.841, dated
March 21, 1882, upon the #e X section 10, lown-
ship 148, range 5%, in Griggs county. Dakota Ter-
ritory, with # view to the cancellation of ruid en-
try; the eaid parties are hereby summon‘c-d to ap-
peur at thix oftice on the 25th day of February.
1886. at 10 o’clock a. m.. 1o respond and furnish
testimony concerning alleged nbandonment.

5 HORACE AUSTIN, Register.

Nomce.—. 8, La
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| DEALER IN

- TLOUR, TEED aad GRAIN,

| DAZEY, DAK.

A complete stock always on hand. Also a gener
al commission business done.

| 7= Agent for the Keller Fanning Mill.

| COOPERSTOWN MEAT MARKET

Retzlaff Bros., Props.

COOPERSTOWNXN, DAKOTA.




