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CHAPTER XVIIL
FOLLY,

It seemed so weak to say to her, as I did:
“I thank you for what you have done for mo

to-night.” 1 added immediately; *Do you |

believe me guilty i
“I do not know," |
“Lamunot. Pratt's wounds were both ac- |

%llental and self-inflicted, one by a bullet i
from his own pistol, the other by a fall.”

It was a hard thing to say. As the words
were spoken I realized more clearly thau ever
bow improbable they must sound to others, |
She was silent. !

“You do not believe me#" I said.

“Yes, now 1do.”

“Why now:”’

“I don’t know. Perhaps it is because for
the last few months I have been so much
among deceit and lies that my mind becamo
trained to Lelieve anything.”

*You do not seem like the Blanche Sefton
of tan months ago.”

“*You mean, perhaps, the Blanche you knew
then, or rather as much as you knew ot her,"
she replied.

“I don’t understand you.”

“Idon't understand myself, T wish T did.
You thouzht me perfection then, did you
not?’ she asked,

*I thouzht you very near it;
now,” I answered.

W ll Iamnot. I'm gh
out. | 1 [ can make

o very foolish things,
one lately.”

“How:" 1

“In heliew
tion to what I »

Sawé What did vy

My tirst sizht of you in California wa
Chizazz Caup youder, in a daucy

yes, and do
v fonnd it
s and
= 've dena

NS

asked,

HEt

heard of ¥y

u, in addi-

wp sen?t

waltaieg

house, yonr avm around the waist of a Mexi

as and earth! The

'4,-‘\"
wils open to the strest—it micht

fardangzo hall
st have
warned

pivacy
inpuner

and this was the in wineh 1 Iy
bheen put on frec exhibition to Blanche while
on her wav that evenings from the hotel to

the Chines:
SAnd for

imp opera honse.™

that reason you did not recognize

me in the hox at the theatre??
It is not my Dus=imess on the stace to rec-
ognize any one in the audience. People do

not pay their money tosee an actress nod and
smile ot hor friends.”

“How did you hear of the charge against
me!" I asked.

*1It was the talk at the hotel takble, in that
camp where we played.  There I first learned
of my uncle’s whereabouts and his condition.”

“What did they s1y of me?”

“In substance, that your life and actions
were suspicious: that you ‘loafed’ a good
deal, as they expressad it, always had plenty
of money, and that no one knew how you
came by it. I think, however, I should not
have judged you so quickly as I did had I
not seen you in the dance house.”

HWhy did that so set you against me?”

“That's a strange question for you to ask.
Perhaps it was because of jealousy—perhaps
contempt.” she replied.

I was silent.  She continued: “Never mind
that now. My fault is the greater. I want
to sce it all, and yon must help me.  Did not
my mannes towaml vou at the store the
other day excite more prejudice than ever
against you among the miners”

*T think it did.”

“1 thought s0.” said she,
and feel it very soon.
woman’s power for good or ill—in this case
ill—and men call us the weaker sex.
What caused the quarrel Letween you and
my unele?” |

*He intruded himself on gronad belonging
to me and Broener.™

“I gather from my uncle’s rambling, de- !
livious talk that he imagines the ground in
question not to be yours legally. Is that so?”

SI6asy

“Then why did you onpose him?”

“Because I thousht the circimnstaness jus-
tified it. It is ground for which no legal
provision is yet made for holdings.”

*Then how can you hold iv!”

“Only by the unwritten law of this land |
at present—the law of might.” |

*The snme law by which your recently dis- |
missed friends from vonder hollow acted,”
wias hoer answer,

*You would make a good lawyver,” T said,

*“1 think Lshould. But have you not placed
yourself in an awkward position?”

*Yes, cither I have or fate has for me.”

“What do you think my fault has been in
this matter!" she asked.

“I don’t know that there is any. I think,
had you known the temper of Bull Bar, you
would not unconsviously have brought the
prejudice against me to the boiling point by
cutting me as you did at the store, before so
many people. That, on vonr part. was caused
by ignorance. T think, though, that you
might first have souzht me out and heard
my story betore judzing me.” I said

*I should have done It was a great
mistake,  Any more:” she asked.

*Well, yon may have made a simi ar
judzmens in another direction, as to secing
nie as vou did in the—the dance house,”™

*Indeed! T think [ understand.  You were
simply enjoying a man’s privileges in this
very free country.”

*That's your way of putting it?”

“What is your way of putting it?”

I was silent.  She continued: “Sunpose we
reverse the case, and you had seen me in that
place, whirling in the arms of a brawny
miner?”

*It's not a supposable case,” T answered.

“Thank you. In other words you would
say that ‘no lady’ would visit such a place!’

*If Isay so, then I suppose you will ask
me why should a gentleman visit it?”

“Yes,"” said she, *‘That was my intention.
On secoml thought I take the question back.
I may want possibly to reserve for myself |
some time or other some of the privileges of
you gentlemen "

Wao were silent for some minutes, !

“Why did you not inquire of Broener with '
regard to the affair?” I asked.

“I bad reasons—perhaps right, perhaps | pa
wrong—for not doing so. I knew that as |
your partner, and an interested party, his |
sympathies would be in your behalf. I|
wanted to find out for myself and place my-
self under as little obligation as possible to |
any one in doing what I had to do. Perhaps,
in thc.t. I made a mistake.”

*You mean, then, that had you been
amnided by Brosaer you might not have been

*I began to see
Well, it shows a

for
Tor

=0,

mis-

| )'ﬂ‘l' own

moents, il
|

l talkinz in this fashion:

! this
funele recovers, or

feontinun'ly

! heroism with—woell, what nams is

| are not always those of our to-days,

misied as you were regaraing mes::
“Guided is rather too strmng a word.

| 8till, I think now his judgment in the mat-

ter would have been better than miue,” she
replied.

ll‘hh phase of th> subject was not agree-
able to me. I avoided present further men-
tion of it: but that dreadful dance house
picture of myself before Blanche now took
full possession of me. I could not help talk-
ing of it. I said:

**As we arve talking very plainly to each
| other to-night, may I ask of you exactly
your Jlm“..‘w!)t of e from seeing me at the
fandango:”

my emotion may be quite another. As to
judgment or judging you in the matter, I

{ own I am not able to do it. You are a man

living amoung men, influenced ])ot~il)1) by |
{ other men, You live in the man’s kingdom |
and in that Kingdom aroe laws, customs,
usages, privileges, perhaps temperaments,
which don't appertain to us women.

the mere pleasure of the moment; you may,

{ again, be hor Jover: you may like those low
{revels and persist in them;
j for a moment's curiosity and amusenent and

you may drop in

satiated, perhaps disgasted, soon com? out

again,.  How do 1 know¢”
I think your last conjecture the right
one,” { said somewhat cagerly,

I hope it is” she nh\\t‘l\ll adding, “for

e
101 1) tGanlone s

X the sake

t all or any one whose hay

piness depends on your welfave,™ she vaglicd.
“*Does yours now depend at all ou tha
welfares " 1 asked
“Do you mean to ask it 1love vou stili:
Is my act to-uiznt cie of love o Late:s™ was
Lier roply.
sPechaps yoa aad gl Gave so done for any
e
ca, Vil

\What
wie Ul possihics,
)
1 .
thonahis aul Um
] liko a saiid
[ foohishiv: = Perhaps youd the
same tor Mre, Brocner:s?
sPerhups <o sl calidy, alidinieg as o
clinehier: = \Voey Ly

1 went da cars in the quay
despoul and jewalousy.

Jdolin Holler,” she exclaimed
i)

Wi oves mire ot
in a fow
15 e for us two to by
and besides, John,”
she said, with a de of playfulness, “if wa
do, you in your presen. attitude toward me,
will get the worst of it.  Mr. Broener is an
old friend of mine. 1 esteem him highly and

' from any cause, were a'l toes to be tougnt ofr

| Concerniv ; my capture and the events of |

You !
| may have waltzed with the Mexican girl for

, sciously

way every time’

I« not help lanzhing in spite o

Yos as il invep!y to a rema
N, -\\i h von, Holder,  Ouato!
nwottle llunl eowe widl tind Howers ot recien-

| Lon, 1f nod of resiriation,”

i woodered tor whom he meant the term
spestenantion.”  Fhe tan had sometinmes twao
and even thres meaains s sone of s s
enecs, which it nigst iy s, even weeks,
o neke oat,

1 15 Peatt? Faskad

<o the ordinaey boeonine mind of Buall
Bar, i Sl pralessionnd pitl-pid-

er. who the w0 LA e OV o
Lin e I heds no bet To om: like
NS 1 o few degrees Lashior than they in the
phitis ot intellicent aniasd developinoni, Le
will eventoally mend and recover the sinall |
i nt of nund vouehsaisd iy by well,

valuo his association, for ho is a remarkuable |

much.
Uncle Pratt well an:l youout of this trouble.”
I replied: “If you mean by ‘we' any aid of

Mr. Broener in my behalf, let me say right |

here, then I don’t want it
it.” The word *“we”
flame,

tJohn, you are talking foolishly.” she sai.l.
“Like all other men vut one that I've known,
you can't abide from a woman u word in
favor of anothar of your own st

But one, 1 v'uu‘n and that's
We were now near Pratt’s cahin,
stoppad, laying her hand on oy arm,

*John.” carncstly, and her voies
trembled, Sdanzer in connection witl
ailuir all over yet.  Unless my
contirms your story, you
danzer, His delivions nttor-
to bear on yvou,
wsan o meddlees
neoont el Keeping saspicion
alive ngainst you. You must not throw asile
any help that may come to you—for you nay
need it alll”

L will not ac
if I ean avoid it
liant that
one.”

W
Johu,

and won't accept
was a fresh brand in the

roener,
Shoe

she \x 15

inoareal
W Are SUPHOS wl

are
e
heard by tode oar

and
thev ave

o

opt any aid from
I hate vour moen
they are always towering

Broener,
bitl-

over

S0

had  reached Pratt's eabin.
was all she said.  **Gooed-night,”

“Oh.
She

.

CCood wight
extended her hasel. 1 took it eoldly.  So we
parted, I hearing home a new mountain of
misery in the thonght that [ had repaid her
there for
the acts and woids of a jealous man (or
woman) bug prea whmtml insauity?

CHAPTER \U\.
TARDY REPENTANCE.

Of course, 50 so-n as alone I regretted bit-
terly my manner at parting toward Blanche
and spenta large portion of the night in
imaginary interviews with her, in whick I
acted more ratioually and smoothed over all
my roughness. 1 resolved to see her as carly
as possible next day and acknowledge to her
my error. But the doors of our to-morrows
and may
open on far different scenes and events, on
which or in which, despite all our effort or

| inclination, we must either gaze or partici-

pate,

Broener arrived early that morning. I
knew that a surprise was instore for him
and wondered how he would take it. I knew
| that he had been disappointed at not finding
Blanche at Marysville, and least of all ex-
pected to find her at Bull Bar. He showed
- no signs of chagrin, however. This was
characteristic of hiin. It was his philosophv

mai, amxl one from whom I have learned | U

What we have now to do is to got |

and beaten off a3 speedily as possible.  *The
actual event,” he said, **was quite enough. All
dwelling in thought upon it afterwarcd was in
substance a re-creation and repetition of it,
Switch the miud off on somo other track and
put the trouble out of sight. It can bo dona—
by training."

Of Blanche's presence I said nothing.
would vistt Pratt and find out for hmuulr.

the night I told him in the briefest possible

terms. Of the manner of my release I said ¢

simply, “I got away.” That left a large

i fleld for conjecture. He saw that 1 preferred

" . 4 : : :
My s nent regarding it is one thing: . to remain reticent and did not question me, |

Uncertain as were cir socipl relntions towgnl

sach othor we had reached that fortunate |

condition where each knew to a hair's
breadth where the othor desired to stop at
seif-revelations, and acted accordingly.

Soon after breakfast ho went over to
rratt’s, Despite my misery I was half
amused at a thought thus shaping itself:
“Well, the drama progresses. I wonder
what figure will be disclosad by
turn of the kaleidoscope.”™ I hal
absort:wl something of
philosophy-.
he said,
always find somethmg of interest in noting
that no two of Life's pum es WOre exac l\
alike, and that, as regards incideat, event or
situation, every day for such a man had some
new shade of color,™

He returned in z—iumt halt an hour,
down ¢ ol s nails eavefully,
finadly remarked: “'l!.l\ world is all a float-

uncon-
Broene:r's
*No matter what happened”

st

i show: but, nevertheless, a very int St-
i one. L wonder whicsh way the eat will
jump next, At the saie time, how monaot-

onous it wonlll Heat the cat jumped the

‘Ol woran, e her hoars ot

A hoeseman rode up £ the eabin door and
calasl out: Does John Holder hive hepe?”

L am John Holder,” 1 replicd. coming out.

This was o deputy shertd with a warrant
for ey arrest ot a charge of assault with in-
tent to kill Jedediah dratt,

I zave myseit up awd asked of the oflicer
as a favor that he would make no parale of
me as s prisoner on the Bar. 1 dosired
above all things not to make any semi-dram-
departure in  this  situation  before
Blanche, or give her any
ever. I have friends” I said to him, *liv-
ing near by, and 1 don't wish they should
| see me.”

I will be responsible for Mr. Holder,” said
Broener.

“All right,” said the deputy,
to get away quietly, I know.
you up yondey
ountsn.”

“1 will go with you and give bail for vour
appearancs,” said Broener,

“Na " Lsaid; i oing to jeafi ?

=1 wouldn't do that.” he repliad.  ~Ti
there isn't the least necessity for it, Seeo
it will hurt your Appenran:e
long way here, and to o to jail ist »|u|'
vourself in the position betfors the comrinity
of anicwi an b withoat tricads™

Wl | “what mutters that so
long as I am inno

St mattors aozreat denl” he answered,
“from the point of view that law is dealt ow
here—or elsewh re,

“You want
I'll wait for
', where the trail turns up the

Case,

‘Plate sin with oro,” vou
know, fand tha lancs of justice harmless
bredks.  Clothe it in rags, a pigmy’s straw

doth pieree it?
for posterity, with a b
don’t mnke what's
nee:d be ™

It wis not so casy now to resist him as 1
had fna L. Thers was a shade of tender
ness and focling in his tones, and in his look
ulso, chanee ovier him.
What, to e, was ine Jut 1 would
£o to jail.

“Morry, Hoider. that 1've got to put the
matter to you, then, in another licht,”
said.  “This errest of vours is aiimed at me
ax woll as you, and is bucked up by some
party hehind Pratt. influenced by come mo-
tivee other than that of mere friendship for
Pratt.  The partics are, 1 think, those who
sent him up here to hunt for the *Bank.'
Suppose they mannze to el you in prison,
¢zh but for Then you, as one of

How Williaon S, did writ
I’ Come, Holler,
hard any harder thau it

Some

cone

letinable.

i

wile’ keepers are out of the way. Next,
d probably tnrn their batteries on ne,
op up some prejudics against me on the

in the ‘assassination and
lezal process in some way.
This leaves the “Bank’ at their mercy.  Their
taol here now is possibly Sefter. The only
flaw in their calenlations is this: The ‘Bank’
is nearly worked out, Still itmay be a foe ler
to some even richer vein,  Anywayv, [ wand
to fight this thing As a matter of
simple justice, ought you not to help me in
the best way you can!”

“Yes "

*“Very well. One of these ‘best ways' lies in
not going to jail when you can get bail for
your appearance, and so keep a respectable
showing for onr side.™

“I'l as lieve o to jail as stay on this bar,” 1
replied.  **It's been a hell to me for weeks.”

*You necdn't stay on the bar,” he answered.,
“Stay anywhere you like. Travel round and
amuse yourself as you like till the trial comes
on.

And leave you here with Blanche Sefton.
I thought.

“We might ramble round together,” he
said, after a pause. “Hunt more quartz
leads elsewhere. We're posted in all it's signs
and indications. and there's a world of that
wealth lying as yet uncovered all over this
state.”

Then in mind I objected because—because
¥ could not be near Blanche, on the Bar, and
because, turn which way I would, Broener
seemed always getting the best of me iu
making me act like a rational creature,
Now, I thought, confound him, he outdoes me
in unselfishuess in volunteering thus to leave
the Bar and Blanche himself.

I consented on one condition: that in all
that concerned the trial I should bhave my

Bay ns an abettor
cripple me by

oul,

that care. vemstion, trouble of any 80t Of qwa waw.

He !

the next |

*a man who had brain enough couid !

and |

b
|

notice of it what- -

Broener was well known to the deputy,
and satistied him that whatever bail was re-
quired for me would be forthcoming, and
that he would be *‘up country™ next day to
attend to the proper legal formality.

I left the bar without being observed and
the official and myself rode off together, He

| was a pleasant, manly fellow.  We soon be-
| came on good terms.  No appearances of
captor and captive were obsorved.  *You
seem to trust me,”’ I remarked,

know you're not one of the kind that would
give me any trouble. 1'm not over anxious

to put handcuffs on my decent man, who |
wside |
of six months. Ups and downs are pretty |

{ may be himself sheriff of the county

frcquent here, you know.,”

up-coantry grade. The higher we went the

| lighter became my spirits, despite what I was
I seemad coming out of |
n dark cloud and shakinz from me a load— |

i leaving behind mo.

the load of malice, suspivion, lies and ill in-

Bar. Broener now stood out
and more favorable light.
more lovely than over, and even the morbid,
suspicions, jealous, unreasonable Holder of
the night  before  scemed  tar removed
from the one of  to-day. The trust re-
posad in me by the depaty and the footing
companionship he establishisd hetween ns was

arrent velief, 1 to himy, from s poing of
vicw, wis only a pgece of goods which he was
charewd to deliver at o coriain ph S0
long as the pac was ot u Lant
neither wounkl ! . o the way ihere
WIS NN Tee to he cot out of his e

wl to el it
IS 1ot Vi
| to cli
Poreaps noi, thou

v consistont for
a wmoant of
ol consisteney,

to human nniure an'd
el nf vy i ine
Ul ey tor
i ! Wils
tears ot 1 HLS
not think ol

on

Passing

siloon doogs,

E nions,” honr ‘f'oms,’
Wit everywivne: his

i a s the formtion of o
i s, st The usual
| Ch o tamsier and
{ Supnosed it
| g1l vt and the connnon,
{ ol the cnly exprescaon, heand on sach
0 HE w ~ e perantory in-
Ao I tvoof the place.
treated ar overy eamp. 1 soon

.t Vit .h': this

NS 0 onetior even mors ol
Pasiness than pleasure. e informed me
that he intended ruoning toe sheeitY next

clection, and drinks were lnegoly reiicd on to
influence votes.  His wteip for oy arrest
served for him also the purpose  of
an electioneering  tour through the
Ccounty,  partly the  public  ex-
pense,  He had private talks in re-

at
many

tived corners with the presmned party leaders |

at sundrey precinets, and in cases involving
extrome seerecy tho buttonholing went on at

great length behind sundry barns or pig-
pens, while T remained in the saloons, an

interestad observer, being simply introduced
to the crowd by my considerate friend as
“Mr. Holder, a cousin of mine.,”  We arrived
at the last camp before reaching the muuty
town about nine o’clock in the evening

[ his is a hard old pisce,” said the tluput\'
SThere’s more fools to the square inch in lhl\
camp than any other of the county.  There 'I

a crowd here who loaf all day and raise the |
cdevil all wight, When they sleep, ar how they
ot their Jiving, the Lord omy knows, Y es,
they e at it pow!”
About halt way through the single street
e were suddenly confronted by oo hage
apprrently meclianical contrivanee mounted
a wheelbarrow, propelled furiorsly by a
Csopne five or six others tnnnine by its

“Well, I generally know my men, and T |

It was an ascent, in soma places steeply in- |
| clined, in others graded for fully two miles |
| from Bull Bar before reaching the general |

tent which had borne down upon me at Bull
in a ditferent |
Blanche scemed |

ot |

COLALLSL aL

*Half of these men," said the deputy, “have t
failies somewhere in the states.  D'ye think
they'd dare cut up so there? No sir-ce!
They're just like boys let out of school out

hora
(7o be ('an!mucd]
e ’ —
i
.
Pl ;
=
|

Whs lave aiiyy Ciresy.on-
Loo whatever, can

saeetone and o
cyy by colliing at

—
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- ——

==AND GETTING—

FARM LETIER HEADS

—AND PRINTED—

. 1 wasn Lox, thronzh which
vas thrust o se tovepipe, and vaguely |
sugecstedd w0 photoaragth catnera. Said
one ol the party: ‘

SWoe st take your pictnres, gentlemen;
done in two minntes. Oh, Al i~ they
yout Justin time  Welre doivg o reehing

bsiress

i the
ot the |nl|l
have their

to-nizht; tak
Jumes
.of them
get Ylnun_,n here if  we
depmty to e in a low voice
W Badted oure horses in
lights from two sadoons
The sidewalk was full of amused lookers-on,

whole camp.

s renly.”

fun. We'll never
don't,”

tho

full

The mock photographers \vunt through a
great ainonnt of ceremony in getting the pre-
sumd chemieals pewdy ana m!)u ting the in-

strumeat. Then arow a diseassion aaong |
them as to the pose of omr horses.  One in-
sisted that a better effect could be obtained

if the aaimals shonld be backsd up to the
strmmnent while we wer: reversed on our
dles so as to face it The deputy’s
placed in such position.  The
rapher hoolded himself i an
and ool the regular
gluss. watch in hand,

sl

olill blankes

o our pictures were takon, and at the close

So our pictures we. e Ial::';;.

said the |

ENVELOPES

=

lare of |
tronting cach other, !

The cost

is hardly more than that of
the plain stationery-

in-

horse was |
chicf photog- |

position frontiug tie |

FOR FINE

JOB PRINTING,

No office west of Minneap-
olis isPhetter equip-
ped than the

of the performance some charcoal scrawls on |

pasteboard were presented to us with the re-
mark that the ‘‘New Helio Duguerreotype
company were ‘arid’ throngh the cxhausting
effect of the chemicals necessary to be ussd
in taking equestrian pictures and  that Loth
Bell, of the ‘Placer., and Soper, of
‘Rocker’ saloons, had tixed the price for that
evening in mmul--rnuun of the oceasion at ‘a
dollar for the hou:

This meant the t.n;ming of the crowd by the |

deputy, & matter well known to himn in ud
vance.

As we rode away the photographers ha«l
brought their instrument t. bear on thv \vom
.ot o Hebrew clothing dealer, *

COURIER JOB ROOMS.

the |

FINE

ommercialWork aNpecialty




