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: \ CHAPTER XX.

'E SILENT WITNESSES.

! Broener came up the next day and gave the
i required bail for my appearance. I preferred
s remaining in the county town to returning
to Bull Bar. There was but a week to wait,
as the county court then convened.

“One thing troubles me very much,” I said
£ to Broener: *'I can't give story concerning
| (this matter without revealing in open court |
3 the seeret of the ‘Bank's' swhercabouts, and |
5 then therell be a general rush for the mine |
B from the whole county.” '
i “I've thought over that,” he replied.
Sy il course, you must tell the whole story, and

4 show in court rich specimens ot the quartz to

prove it.  That, in fact, will be your stronz-
¥ est defense. A miner’s jury will think such
a claim worth defending, with or without
; law. Let them swoop down on our ground.
As I've told you before, the cream of that
particular vein we've taken out.  1t's only a
‘pocket.” Weo can hold on to a hundred feot
or so anyway. I've put up notices claiming
such amount. The crowd will, of course,
take up all the quartz outcroppings they can
find far and near.  There'll be a tremendous
excitement for a time, But the mas-es know
nothing of this sort of mini 1t will batHe
them. They’ll lose paticnce after a little
There will be a reaction, Five-sixths will
abandon and give up their claims.  The re-
mainder will persevere and eventually de-
velop this species of mining, which will be-
come extensively follewad. But that will
take time—years, So tell alt about it. Don't
let that trouble you in the least.”

My trial came on, and the case being ealled
I appeared withont any lawy to conduet
my defense. The judge assigned one, a young
memiore of the l . for that purnose.

wi

R v L P ARy IBLUIY feasles sra oo
have another teli it for me, and I didn't
want a lawyer to tell any new storvies for .
or put any shades ol color on mine which diil
not belong there. Could I prove my asser-
tions! No. There were no withesses to any
hostile meeting between Pratt and raysell,
The evidence against me was all  cirean-
In other certain  events,

words,

as weted by certain individuals,
were l‘cg:\rnlml us 1 roouis thas John

Hokler wught bhave ‘ried to kil Jedediah
Pratt, Beeause Joim Holder and Jededial
i Pratt had a quarrel last weel, Johu Holder
Y andght have tried to kill Pratt the next.  Be-
cause no one could tell how Pratt got his
hwrts, why, John Holder might have inflicted
them. Because John Holder was sven the
evening Pratt was missed, with blood on his
clothing, it is inferred it was Pratt's blood,
} drawn in enmity. Because John Holder was
s the firss to find Pratt on the mountain, it is
s inferred that John Holder knew of the atfair
more than he told, and because he knew more
than he told, it is inferred that he must have
tried to kill Pratt,

All these ‘“‘might-have-beens” were ably in-
terpreted to the jury as ‘‘must-have-beens”
by the district attorney,who, naturally thirst-
ed for my blood, because he desired to make
a brilliant reputation as an able prosecutor
of the innocent or guilty. He dwelt strongly
¥ also on the fact that there were neither
notices nor tools on the ground, and that I
“claimed the whole mountain®™ or a great deal
more ground than I could legally hold. These
were Pratt’s ravings which had been reported

E to him. True, these were not legal evidence,
f but he used them as arguments against me,
! taking the chances that the jury might be
4 ,_" U stupid enough to receive them as such, or

o] that they might forget, even if reminded,

i that Pratt’s words, not backed up by proof,
were no more evidence than mine would be.

He pictured me as dogging Pratt day by day,

i) = Of my interfering and meddling in this *hon-
i est, hard-working man’s business” and dwelt
ulking amobush™ in the Lushes, the
3 s shot,” and the fall of the “innocent,
L honest victim.” Then I, to cover up the atfair
r : wand divert suspicion, assume the guise of the
Good Samaritan, pretended to lind Pratt and

| bring hiin home.

Lastly, he adverted to my habits as ‘‘sus- |
picious”—working little and loaiing much, |
absent frequently, cn what business no one |
— . knew, but all the while inferring, by hiuLi
= and inuendo, that I might be or must be
' (both terms being by him made tomean about

the same thing) engaged in some disreputable
busines;,
It is the boast of law that all facts alleged

agninst a person must be proven, yet the law |
makes little provision against slander by in-
ference in open court, by its oy ministers,
which cannot be proven.

Sefter and Long Mace were summoned as

witnesses—unwi ones, now, with the
memory of taeir nt unsuccessful attenpts
onme, They testified to seeing blood onmy
clothing. Sefter told the story of my par-
ticipation in guiding himself and Hillyear tc
the spot where Fratt lay wounded on the
\ mountain.
The attorney had the audacity to put Hili-
k, year on the stand, mainly with the view that
1 Le should give Pratt’s version of the story as |
2 inferred from his delirious utterances, 1 did |
| not attempt to stop this hearsay evidence at
| all.
%

?
!
i
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I wanted the lawyer to have hisown!
way entirely, because 1 thouzht in such
case he would all the quicker get through,
and leave the jury with a fragment, at least, |
of clear mind. It we got into a2 wrangle as to !
the admissibility of evidence it would pro- l
l
|
|

long the case, and in law it is oftea the main
object. oun one side. at least, to so confuse and
that it won't know the
difference between right and wrong. sense
and nonsense,

Finally he had finished. and [ remaincd
with a very black character indeed—in short,
3 the assassin of Pratt, anl, by inference, i
« {8; author of balf the untraced mxdersin the

wear out the jury

?r- i z county for the last four months, I said o]
n'}' 2 the jury that I *should make vo plea, but :

Y simply tell my story. First, I w as the kge[;er I
2 i and, to an extent, worker of a rich claim—a !

very rich claim. It wasa mine of a sort not

Y generally kuown in the sta No laws had |
b/ DLeen made to hold elaims of this acter.
s 1 will introduce now.” 1 said, *my witnes

as to the reality end existence of this ¢l
and taking from a bag several of the richest
specimens of quariz gold, I handad thew to
the jury. !
The specinens were indeed zood to look at

2 from every point of view, The Mlow metal
n ; protruded in_places from their . in thin |

flakes—in others it was as if soiid, heavy

'- 8 nuggets were embedded in the stone. The'
! ’ effect on the jury was eiectric. They bad |

AlL migamg pe | DiCCes 4 < o
put one picce after another under arigid in- |

never seen suchh rock., l'neir eyes gi's-
tened. They passed them from ome to
another, yet each scemed loth to part with
the one in hand. The clerk of the court, his
deputy, the sheriil and his assistants roache.l
eagerly forward to handlo tho coveted
The judge put on his speetacles and

spection,

M-2amon had invaded the court--yes, cap-

Manvaoa had invaded the couit.

tured it. The whole® previous atmosphere
was changed, Whatever of interest had been
centered in the trial
trated in this new do
of it. The
at last rose in their
view of the wealth there
rough yuess I Il pat on exhibition about
two thousand dollnrs in quartz specimens
Leing ol in a 1 never before scen in
that part of the o ry.

The district attorney felt ks ease slipping
away from him.  The introduction of such
eviuence was an i contradiction 1o
hiz inferences - my *loafing about”
and *Suspict It was plain that
it 1 bhad Ix myst Wi Some-
thing which wonid j ~ Heol-
jeeted 1o suei thing in as evi
dences,

But the “things" had done their work.

It s finally necessury to call the conrt to
order ere trial could bie resumed. The
Judge Inid aside his speciacles, but retained
the pichest lusip on the baesin front ot him,

lopment coming out
it bending forwanl,
1o got a better

audienes,

scits

POCT

1y sten
being put

and his eyves would glance occasionally iniis |
0 1 J

did |

direction. 1 continued my story: *1
not find this ciaim. My partuer. who is here
in court, did, Jongz betore 1 mev him. 1 acted
for him as a giard on the claim while he was
necessarily absent carrying the rock to “The
Bay” to be woried.  Mr. Pratt found me on
the grounid [ was gunarding. 1t was true we
bad no teols visible or notices up, because
these might have exeiteld observation, and we
were not, as to regulations for holding such
sround, protected by any law.  Mr. Pratt
insisted on medidling with the ledge from
which this gold was taken. He insisted on
meddling with it av the very place where wo
had dug out the pivces you see before youw.
Now, what was 1 to do! Let him do so or
not "

“No!” roared out a voice in the audience.

“Order in court!” cried the sheritf. But
that “No!” was a powerfu! expression of the
prevailing sentinicnt.

I continued:

“Now, gentiemen, I did not do as you think
I did. Here comes what 1 know is the im-
probable part of my siory. 1t would be fur
casier for me to =ay that 1 did shoot Pratt in
defense of wihat ! considered nune than thai
he shot hims That is exaetly what he did
do—Dby acecides He bhad the *drop’ on me,
his tinger on the tri rning e not to
interfere with lim, ? slipped
from the vock on which he was standiny {
fell over baclzward, hispistol was dis:l
and by the fall and the shot e got the
wounds in his head
nearly (o deadl: at the t myscif. 1 saw in
a moment ail the appearances would be
arainst me. 1 bad to keepreeret the locality

his foot

L\Wo
Well, I was frightenced

of the claimn. My partner was awayv, {
went  up  to Prast,  and found  hi,
as I sujposcl, deal. 1 didn’t know
what to do, so 1L covered him  with

brush and went home. I cowdn’t rest that
night for thinking about the Loly up th re;
how it would 1w discovered and our claim
with it, and between the two—of the fix |
shouldl Le in 10 Leep onr claim a seeret. and
account satislactor:ly for Prattsdeath vn ler
the circinstaances—I1 got up in the night anl
went up to tire fody, Tintended to roil it
down the il amd piteh dc mto the river to
get itout of the way, Thank God! T fouad
Pratt alive rentlenien, that's all iy
story, and whether you bedeve me or not, :°d
ask you it you wottld not possibly do as L have
done undoer tiv clrenmstances:”

“I think I can vow
man says,”
of blanchi=

This a
the court in n with the trial wa-
even mote phenomenal than the quartz
There was an cacer craning forwianrd of necks
and then a profoned Lush to hear her pext
words,

At
tinu

=&
0N

tor what the gzentla-
avoice neavime. It was that

Lot
0.

¢ of

Cone

¢ ledngg oworn in &8 a witness, she con-

I came
Pratt, has
clares that Mr. Ilolder
upon him.”

Sbe then paused.

“How o we know he says thatf roared
the distriet attorne

Lere to say that mny uncle. Mr
recovercd bis faculties and de
committed 1o assaui

t before a justice of the
.o1.” replied Blancke. **Per-

The aftidavit ser forth in substance that
Jedediah Pratt exouipated John Holder ¢n
tirely 1roin anmitting any  assauit uapon
him.  Jt e ued these words:  “The last 1
remember 1 Lal my pistol drawn on M
Holder. ile Lad not pulled his own from its
sheath, 1 ramne falling and heard a
shot. and that i &

“How ha-
Pratt! W
bis vighit i
the ma
sneerin

procuved from
that ha i

has 1w
wiien in his rizht
mind has Leon usel hers to-day against Jie
Holder., Howcever, to set doubts at rest v
carding the value of the testiimony I brine
will the clerk nieas: read this affidavit testi-
fying to Mr. Pratt’s yresent mental sound-

porcad to juve ot

was now all concen- |

displayel. At a |

a beautiful woman in !

It was tha! of Blanche Scifton.
| ness trom ks physician:®

A hum of applanse and amusement at the
attorney’s chieckmato pervaded the court
room.

The jury were out but a very short time.
Many in the andience did not wait for the
verdict.  They went out intent on visiting
Bull Bar and ning a shave in its riches.
i 'The judze, poor man, squirmaed uncasily in
{ his seat, gazing at the tantalizing hanps of
Lquartz and gold before him, and wishing
that ke was free to head the rush which was
tdeveloping for Bull Bar.  Already could we
hear the sound of galloping hools as horse
and rider spurred in that divection.

I was acquitted. The jury eazerly awaited
their discharge by the judize.  There was a
rapid fight from the court room. In ten
ninutes it was emptyv,

Blanche did not refuse my offer to escort
her to the hotel, where she wonlid stay that
nizht, It was late when the had con-
cluded. We were the sensation of the town
as wo walked along the main street—a pain-
ful experience, I knew, to Blanche,

t hadd not bheen lonz at the hotel Lefore |

"lfn::nnl I was a hero. Men came in, intro
| duced themselves 1o e, and con
] e onoany tablec v

alo, that my sto
wounds would ot pass with the crow
[T hew el meas tudly joestifiod |
fanyoene 1o protect the claim by vistae of
Pamount of wealih proiceted. Such was the
lueis, aned the y

0 notige

th

1 elfect o
beanty,
citesd i
and judainent,

Every available horse in town was usei
that night to vo down to Dull Bar by eazer
prostectors atter the new source of wealth
Buil Bar was astontshed next morning at the
crowd of strangérs in their midst, all inquie-
gz tor Serub mountaing All the quartz leasls
insight were taken up before Bull Bar got
n the scent.  All but Sefter and Long Mae.
These two gentlemen left the court so soon
s their evidenes was concluded.  Down 1o
Bull Bar they had hurricd that very day, They
did manage to find the ** Bank,” properly no-
ticed and claimed by Broener, Holder & Co.,
und two trusty watchmen incharge,

wold, Presene s o

ations

than from coovier renson

CHAPTER XXIL
ONE TAKEN: THE OTHER LEFT.
Shortly after the termination of the trial
Broener desired to see me in his room at the
hotel. 1 went thither. He ordersl eizars
and a bottle of choice wine.  **This, also, is
an important business matter we are to talk
over,” saild he, tand good wine and zool
tobaceo in moderation are most usefal aeees-

sorvies for smoothing over the rough places
one may meet on these roads,’

What ! thouzint to my-elf,  Some
other s g chanes i the Koleidoseone,
and T presume thatt Blanche will tiure in it
sanl Proonor e w
» has recently

L woninn between us two--a poweriul

I WIS

ponrcd and eizes lchted

Lo men, no matter how
we been proviously united
iost people call friend-
chip.  In this case the welzoisavery power-
ful one, Whea 1 first Llaneles Sefton
{nde un my mind to mak: her my wite
Ve DoAY, (RIS

closcly thoy
|r_\' ithe ties of wl

SAW

ont !

liztle, bt it

Fider

nuzht rofie

would mean the s 1l possitay the
| o jection shleness of the words for vou
meved winay | osav that Llan ho—

© be Mres, Boonn
1 him." I thou

|
other’s thoucsht. }

| able thus to he inciosad in Ven o O
while yvonr compsaion dwells oo g
opat though in the lonz run people g

I b sy »and trouble it
hat they were

what they were

ved o great

they could know i

1z 10 cnch other,
I have reason,” resuned Brocner, *to ie-
licve that Miss Softon con-iderable
wid for e To you 1 i
tizers 1 woulld not, since they conlid s2¢ only
itand coxcombry in the re-
rk. 1 believe Miss Seftoa adinive; me for
ine  qualities,  How does thal sound
you?!?
| Ladinire yon for much myself-——and envy
you, 00" replicd.
I o farther ¢

re-
115, to

to say

Y. €30

say that lor some
i, I ooman

then, and
thines L adimirve mysef,” he
owns: a fine hovse he has no hesitaney in
admiring the aninial- property—anid the
more he admires it the more disposed is he to
| take good care of it. Now, if a man believes—
Lknows—that he owns a certain form of’ genius
or a talent, or that h: po-sesses some fine
quality to a marked degres, may he not ad-
mire such in himselly, and as a part of him-
self, just as he wouid iis horse, and won't his
adimiration prove a Let incentive o keep
his talong er quality (rom rusting i
depreciates bimselt or is inlitforent to s
arifts?
I as~entoud, hut wis!

w1 that Droouer wound
coase phitlesophizing and retura 1o the oria-
pa! tonic.

*To retuin to Aiss Sefton.” he said with o

hiz ove and the extrome of <e-
it hali's

tunto s

twinkie in
Jihepration in monuer as he pour:
il of wirse

it elussanan

t, =1 conid not anarey D Solion 1o
onsrl i 1o ane, L ospeal
O ard

aal e=tecin 1o th
) will alw: 1
waen o

S epinion, Vil prova

to listen and be perplexed.

husband. Husband vice versa a heart to the
wife. Some couples think differently. Soms
wives bring only a Saratoga trunk to the
busband; the husband brings money to fill
trunk, and a, reverend pronounces s
ssing over this union of cash and trunk.
ss Sefton is a remarvkable girl. The one
thing lacking in her is she has no heart!”

“What!" I exclaimed.

:.‘lio:- me, I mean” replied Broener.

Fai heaven's sake! Brosner,” I said, “do
stop this twisting fashion of teliing things,
and say what you have to say in plain words,
withiont going ronnd =0 many barns.”

“You want plainer English?? he

said,

inay aevelop out or 1t In the mture; but 1n
thnt tuture we are'apart.  Good-by 1"

T took his hand—for the last time. 'Then
Will Broener went his way. I went mine.

As he bhad predicted, the present quartz
rurore over Scrub mountain soon died away;

! but the feeder, our “Bauk,” eventually led to

SWell, here it is: Miss Sefton ioves another.”

“Anothor!”

“Of course. When T say another, T mean—

another man.  Now, have patience with me
for a few minutes, and let me finish my
original proposition. 1 can’t got hold of so
appreciative a listener as yvou every day, and
-vhen Ido I want to make the most of him.
People to<day have various ideas coneerning
marriage. Some look at it i one way, some
another: but all come to it at last—or want
to. Asan experience with a large propor-
tion, T don't thial:, witan it's tried on, that it
sustifios the anticipations set forth before the
Loneymoon,  That may not be the fault of
the institution. T belisve that to bo a solid
atfair. The fanlt may lie in this: that the
partics may not be solidd who enter into it—
sclid, say, as to health, adaptability of tem
peram ng, connnan l over themselves, anl a
common purpose in life. 1€ they come to-
cother withont thesy, you oo, they may be as
an umuatched pair of hinges, or a pair of
tinzes with broken joinis.  Result: the inat
t BRR LR

goroany, shams, bangs, and lets inall manner of
stormy weather, 1 doubt, sometimes, if there
be a paic of really matchad hinges in the
world »

“AMiss Sefton loves another”
Bro mer's words that
Pression unon me.

“Had Miss
e, 1 should
Bat when 1 find any woman having a prefer-
eneo for another man, T alwavs retive into the
b Raoround,
world

These were
made the strongest im-

So ton's heart been frea,” sail

I cave to firmre in is that known in
common parlanes as ‘trving to cut another
fedlow ont’y and for me, about the mennest
maxim of modorn times is that *Alls fairv in

love' 1 excent  the  last two  wonds,
‘ol war,” thouzh it seoms a it
ponding to the  phrase  after ail, that

Men argusd rather from their ex- |

anvthing  which  may  be  justifiecd  in
the teade of killing is oqually applicable to

the winningz of a companion for lite,  But

o want to know whomn Miss Sefton loves.
Well, we'll ened this sermon with a short boen
a’iction. Itis yourself!”

P

“Yes, vou.
I found Miss Sefion at Pratt’s honse.  You
soe the elements in the affaiv were too near
torether to prevent that dhiselosure. Whoen a
woman's heart is in the honse next door, no
matter where her body is, its absence will be
soon felt. I guessed at the secret, and, to
ot vid of suspense, asked Miss Sefton if it
was s0.  Seasible girl that she is, she saw mv
motive in so doing and, instead of simperin z
over it, or doing tha indignant in telling e
it was none of my business, or doing the.half
and half business saying neither yea nor nay
direct, sho said ‘yes' and that ended the
matter.”

Some minutes elapsed before a word was
spoken,

“1 have to ask your pardon for my manner
toward you of late,” I'said.  *That was jeal

| ousy.”

“1 knew that,” he replied, “so soon as von
let. ont yonr You know when
Jealoisy s simply a disease—runs in the
blood, and must come out like measles and
whooping cough, though much harder to get
rid of, and one attack won't bar the door to
others with most of us. But you sutfereld
more than L

“Can you be jealons, then?' T asked.

“Oh, ves! Don’t take me for a demizol,
and anbove all these emotions, beeanss 1 spont
phijozophy.”

“liow do you et rid of it?” T inguived.

“Partly by doing the magnanimous; when
there's nothing bt mag lelt to do.
Virtue ot of necesi, you know.”

“I don’t think D'm worthy of Blanche
Sefton, anyway,” I said,

s Well, as to that,” he replied, it may not
be so much & aguesdon of worth as of
destiny.”

This made winee.  Self accusers after
all don't” faney much outside backing in self
conlemmation.

“There's a tradition, theory, call it what
you please,™ he said, “that's been out a long
time, to the difeet that there is some one par-
ticuliar woman in the world, here or

secret,

the

ol e-

where—where, I don’t altozether know—for
ezach particulaw ain--mind  what 1 say,
‘man’—I mean o fman,’ ot an animal—and

that she will mect him here or hereatter, or
elsewhore, anl Jove him, partly because she
can't help it, and partly because she sees
somcthing worthy of love in him—that is to
say, someihing now that may turn out much
more hercalter, The man, her man, when
first met, may be—well, unripe, green fruit,
bad to taste, nerhaps; but the woman, his
woman, secs the fruit as it will be when
ripened, thoush bis present unripeness may
cause her many a pang.  So may love
Lim, 1ma him, stick to him, anl get little

she

have devoted myself to her. |

I discovered that the mornin: |

inl door does not swing well, creaks, |

About tho Iast situation in this |

comfort uid a good deal of wisery out of ‘

him.™
“Well, is that the r¢

1 vour regasling Blanehe?” T asked,

‘My dear boy, you must decide that for

yourself. L' only citing adream, perhaps

a fable—one which L like to believe in, how-

ever, since 1 bave a notion that believing in

one’s day dreanis makes them come to pass.’
“Come to pass?” I said.  “That is; you in-

Jation in which I stand |

fer the misery Isholl bring Blauche vy mar- |

rying her.”

“No, 1 ddn’t mean that,” he said, “In-
deed. I never thought of it in that way Le-
fore: Lut now, since you've put the clause in
yoursell, you might let it remain, jusi as a
warning, yvou know. Dut don’c think I z:n
seturing you, or seiting anysclf up as your
superior. I, Wiilian have about
ail 1 can doin looking after William Broener.,
Thav individual manages to give me a g
deal of wouble; and though I am quick,
perhaps, at spyinz ont faults in others, I can
on airiving hoine, fiud similar
ens inmy s den”

- otiter matter,” said he, after a mo
ments hesitat on, ' We are friends; but here
we part,  You may recollect what I told you
somo tome azo.  Thers are times when peo
p’s matual interests anay bind them to
pecher, and there are tinmes when some agency
may come along which shall cause them w
separete.  That time scems to have come tor
a5 two—and sooner than I anticipated.  You

Liro-noer,

0w

© retain vour interest in the ‘Dank’ and all that

I toolk his hand for the last time.

the tapping of one of the richest and most
permanent veins in the state,

Tom Corwin'’s Beady Repartee.
cun Co Caitoun once pointed toa drove of

es Just frewm Obio, and said 1o Corwin:
*Theio go somoe of your constituent-" “Yes "
snid Tom, pruvely, “toey are soing down
setth 10 nel sehaol"— Lowsviale Courier
Journal
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