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::OW A CT.AXT WAS ?NR, TT. 

IT IT i'! i.:: <h, nine 
A ir.-. 

•• u in 

t.ia'.i 
era-dug 
were i 
conni:;nio:ir. i if appeared {':M::i their con­
versation mat i:i a:i evil moment they I::i:I 
sold out. their into 11st in the alleged : ilvt-r 
niinc i.') Wile,; and Pedro fur few hundred 
dollar.;—<wrariibin«; t:» what they wero r.s-
surcd would be «:I active opposition 0:1 the 
part of tiie Americanos. The ant.ito reader 
will easily understand that the siecomplidied 
Mr. Wih>s did not inform them of its value 
as a <;uieksilver mine, although lie was ob­
liged to impart his secret to Pedro as a 
necessary accomplice and reckless coadjutor. 
That Pedro Colt, no tjuahns of conscience in 
thus betraying his two comrades may bo in­
form! '.'111111 his recent direct and shu'ere 
treatment of Concho, and that ho would, if 
>cca.sion offered or policy linulo it expedient., 
ns calmly obliterate Mr. Wiles—that gentle­
man himself never for a moment, doubted. 

"If wo had waited but u little he would 
have given more—this cock-eye!" regretted 
Manuel querulously. 

"Not A iicsso," said Miguel, firmly. 
"And why, my Miguel.' Thou knoweet we 

could havo worked thai mine ourselves." 
"Good, and l»t *TUI that labor. Look 

7011, little brother. Bhow to me now this 
Mexican that hai ever made a rani of a nine 
in California. Mow many, eh! None! Hot 
ft one. Who owna the Mezcan  ̂ mine, vbl 
Americanos! Who taken money from the 
Mexican's mine! Auaorieauael Thou r»-
memhercitt Brioiin, who spent a gold mine 
to make a silver owe! Who bos the laud* and 
boiKiis of UrioncsT Amwisanoal Who has 
Ahe cattle ef Brioatsf Ameriranoa! Who 
has the mine of Briontia! Americanos! Who 
ha* Miu stiver Orioneci never found! Atneri-
canou! Always the same! Forever! Akl 
aarramba!" 

Then the Evil One evidentIy*%ook tt into 
lis bead and horns to worry and toss. these 
men—comparatively innocent as they www-
still further, for a purpose. For presently to 
thom appeared one' Victor Garcia, whilom 
• clerk of the Ayunfccinicnto, who rallied them 
over aguardiente, and told tbcm the'story of 
the quicksilver discovery, and the two mining 
claim H taken out that night by Concho and 
Wiles, Whereat Manuel exploded with pro­
fanity and burned blue with sulphurous male­
diction ; but Miguel, tho resent ecclesiastic, 
sat livid and thoughtful.-/ finally came a 
pause in Manuel's bombardment, and some­
thing like this conversation took place be­
tween the coolor actors: 

Miguel (thoughtfully)—Whon was it thou 
didst jietitiou for lands in the valley, friend 
Victorf 

Victor (am&zedly)—KeverI It is a sterile 
waste. Am I a fool} 

Miguel (softly*—Thou didst. Of thy gov­
ernor, Micheltorena. I have soon tho appli­
cation. 

Victor (beginning to uppreciatc a rodential 
odor)—Si! I had forgotten. Art thou sure it 
was in tho valley' 

Miguel (persuasively)—111 the valley and up 
the f:i Ida." 

Victor (with decision)—Certainly. Of a 
verily—the falda iikcwi-;e. 

Miguel (eyeing Victor)— And yet thou hadst 
not the grant. l'ainful is it that it should 
have been burned with tho destruction of the 
other archives by the Americanos at Mon­
terey. 

Victor (cautiously feeling his way)—Pos­
sible;: icnto. 

Miguel—It might be wise to lool: into it. 
Victor ibl-.'.iit!.' )—As why.' 
Mirud—I't-r goad and thine, friend 

Victor. Yi'o l.i:i:;; 'lice a discovery: thou 
brim v.-1 us thy skill, 11:y ctr>erienoe, thy ;;uv-
erni:;i tit knowledge—thy e:r--.tor.» house pa­
per.-;-

Mann'-l (breaking hi dmnkenly)—i'ut for 
what.' We are Me::i Are wv r.ot f.ilod! 
Yfc : h .'.1 lose. Who shuli I:-, op the Ameri­
cano, 

Mi;.:u<.i—ahull take one American in! 
lie.; : vo.t T..U A::i: ri--an coin nr. to 
?hui! v hi eo;;r'.. 1:i ^ 1 o.1:-.' : \  i!; :• 
u i i . : •  he Iv the who invent 

11ns spiritual harmony did away with all 
practical consideration and doubt. '-I have a 
little niece," said Victor, "whoso work with tho 
pen is marvellous. If one says to. her, 'Car­
men, co;\v mo this or tho other one'—even if 
it be cuJ'Jkt iilute—look you it is done, and 
you oai:::o! Know of wiiieh is tho original, 
rhu'.re ile Pio;i! tlie other day she ni:\!:e.i mo a 
ru'a'ie" «>;' tho jtov«»rnor. i'io Pi-o, the !-.a:iu\ 

! •:.!. T?:o-.i l:;;ov.v.-.',: her !'.!:e 
! i v••.eeriii!'.;' te :'.h:V." 

V\ ;'h 1 :t:.< «,f an underbred 
I..i I •;.•!.•! to u-h-o.!-. -ne.'.. 
l!e;l r.i ;:n.ii!y. !.-.<:<<•.?. i ih:::th.> 
ev- : e.r ('ai';:: ':i i.r.i 1 iy <!< •. 1'• i •: 
i a.id accented wor::. end Ind lurtly 

: i the ;s;-;>:iv::ti«>:i for \'iet;>r'.; aid. Iio, 
ho .vever. i*.:. ml.le { so far a.s to a. !:: 

-,Y,T L-UOW-'' 
"hii.l." 

'•i hu \.-i'l she i'.oi talki" 
''-•h't if I :.ay nay, e.n.l if tliou—eh. .Miguel;''' 
Thi; l.;._ of iiatlvry (whi 'h. by tile \\\>y, wa.s 

a ite, Vjf i:i ".v did not incline iavor-
ahiy t.'> :.;i;ni. li I:ad irs e.Teet. Th;y ::hook 
ha::d.-< over V• table. ••iJnt." said rii:;u;!, 
"w!u;1 i.; to be do:re l.ui.'t be di.: to now. "At 
the :.:o::ie:it," .-;aid Victor, -and ihou shall see 
it done. ];;i: L'oe.i it co:iU".it thee.' Then 
eo::ii:!'! 

jli:rncl noddod to JIunuel. "Wo will re­
turn in an hour: wait thou here." 

They tiled out into the dark, irregular street. 
Fate led them to pivs the ollice of l)r. (!ui!d 
at the lnoment 1!iat Concho mounted his 
horse. Tho shadows concealed them from 
their rival, but they overheard the hu-t in­
junctions of tho president to the unlucky Con­
cho. 

"Thou liearestsaid Miguel, clutching his 
companion'* arm. 

"Yes," said Victor. "Dut let him ride, my 
friend; in one hour \va shall have that that 
shall arrive years before him," ami with a 
complacent chuckle they ;Ktss:-.l unseen and 
miheard until, abmptly turning a corner, 
they stopped Ivjfore a low adolx- house. 

It had once been a Homewlmt pretentious 
dwelling, bat had evidently followed the for-
tuu«« of its laV» owner, Don Juan Ilriones, 
who hail offorcyl it as a last sop to the thrce-
hoadul Cerberur. that guardul the El Refugio 
llutooeaa tre«ur««, und who had «wallowcd 
it in a single gulp. It WIM. in very bad ease. 
The furrow* of ita;r«xl-tU«R roof looke<l BH if 
thor were the reraltt of aj*e and decrepitude. 
Its bast room had a mtitty smell; tihere WM 
the «kua(>aHK of deliquoiicence iu itn slew de­
cay, but tto Spanish California!?* were sensi­
ble urciiltscdi, and it« matniva walit and par-
titiorw defled tbe earthquake thrill, and all 
the year round kept an even temperature 
within: 

Vfctw led Uigiel through m low ante room 
Into a plainly furnished chamber, when .Car-
Miou sat painting. 

Now Mfetruoi Carmen was a bit of a 
painter, in a pretty littlo way, with all tho 
varpie longings of an artist, but without, I 
tear, tho artiHt's steadfast soul. She recog-
niexl beauty and form as a child might, with­
out understanding thoir meaning, and konio-
how failed to make thcnieveu interpret-her 
woman's tioods, which surely were nature's, 
too. So she fainted everything with this in­
nocent lust of tho eye—flowers, birds insects, 
landscapes and figures—with a joyous fidelity, 
but no particular poetry. Tho birds never 
sang to her but ono song, tho flowers or trees 
Kpake but one language, and her skies never 
brightened cxcopt in color. She came out 
strong on tho Catholic saints, and would toss 
you up a cleanly-shaven Aloysius, sweetly 
destitute of expression, or a dropsical, lethar­
gic Madonna that you couldn't havo told 
from an old master, so bad it was. llcr 
faculty of faithful reproduction even showed 
itself in fanciful lettering, and latterly in the 
imitation of fabrics and signatures. Indtxxl, 
with her eye for beauty of form, she had al­
ways excelled 111 penmanship at the convent, 
an accomplishment which <ho good sisters 
held in great repute. 

In pers'on sho was petite, with a still un­
formed girlish figure, perhaps a littlo too ilat 
ncrosc tho lack, und with possibly a too great 
tendency to a boyish stride in walking. Her 
brow, covered by blue-Mack hair, was low 
and frank and honest: her eyes, a very dark 
hare!, were not particularly large, but rather 
homily freighted in their melancholy Jids 
with slvMiless passion: her nose wasof that un­
important character which 1:0 man remem­
ber.-: her mouth was s:nnII1and straight; her 
Ue:hwhiteundregular. Th"wholoexpression 
o: i'aeo was piquancy that liir-hl be sub-
I'.VU ;! by tender..CK; or made malevolent by 
»T 
l!:e 
r;.. 

<:er-: 

mi::-, 
lady 
h.i'c 
t';>.:' 
ra;:. 

li: r : 

arc 
: • ! : i 

• l-ioki d 1:11, stari'-.l to h: r f 
hv.-!: brow; at t'.- r::.-1..-: 

! 

•r. At ]ire:.e;;t' i!. wa ; a :-dad in whieli 
( il and vincv.ar were deftly combined. 
a.-~'.\-.t<- f -liiiii'ne n a h r will of course v.:i-

thai, thi.-: is ti: • ordinary : u;n.r:h-ial 
-,i:nc critic.Vm, and m n.iiv i.iakc uj> her 
i ! otii :r; lol'ie char.-.cio-i-:' tin- yo.u.r;-

• r.::<i th" iiiisiiit! :ky o.' the ci-;; ic. I only 
.v '.liat / ravlicr iikod her. A.nd h -r 

somewhat imi.ortant iu this vo-

•d 

VTvttif broke In with, '•But it is nothing to 
her writing; look, you shall tell to mo which 
is the handwriting of l'io Pico;'' and, from a 
drawer in tho aaci-etary, he <lrcw forth two 
signatures. One was ufiixed to r. yellowish 
paper, tho other drawn 0:1 plain white fools­
cap. Of course Jligmd took the more mod­
ern one with lover-like gallantry. "It is this 
is iv'nnine!" Vi-tor lau; ;hcd triumphantly; 
Car::!-n c- ho. I t• la:;-'!: inehjdion.ly i:i 
thi:.;;.;;.-- • h-e, an.! add. 

hmnnt hi a h -it 
:-. :: will vo: ;• "n „ 
no:ii 1..ci t 
pri.i'-ipU; the., h e 

ef !:••: 
o:' th 
c ( . ;- : :e 

i:'. : h 
1.1:: .V. 

: h:; 

a jii 

h ;i : i;;:;ht ti >.-.••• 
The host 

m and ov, ;-.hi.' 
man 

;:!'t. t\ : •he 

i -tor wa.; no'. : ati; tad \vi:h lhis proof 
ct in • :.:eci 's rhlii. ! 1 her." he d -a::::: l-

'd' "v hat mane thon hkf-l. and it 
: '• .d '. • I'.O;J > li.-fore I'.w !•; ;-e." I>iigu<-1 \v;ui 
::-.- 1 in love but he jier heed 'die drift 
of victor's ingg. ,;t!o::, and reniarlced that: 
the rubric (.i-overnor r.Iiciieltcri".m was ex- : 
ceedin;;!/ coiaplicated and di-d.-ult. -.-iiie : 
shad do it!" responded N'ietor, with decision, i 

rroiu a iil;i of old departmental papers the j 
govi-ruor'ssijna; ure and that involved rtibri", | 
which must 'nave cost his late excellency i 
many youthful days of anxiety, was produced j 
and laid before Carmen. i 

Carmen tool: her pen ill her hand, looked ! 
at the brownish-looking document, and then j 
at the vircin whiteness of the l'ootseap before i 
her. "Dut," she said, pouting prettily, "I I 
should havo to-first paint this white paper 
brown. And it will absorb tho i:ik moro 
quickly than that. "When I painted tile tjan 
Antonio of tho Mission San Gabriel for 
Father Aeolti, I had to put the decay in with 
my oils and brushes before tho good pmlro 
would accept it." 

The two scamps looked at each other. It 
waa their supreme moment. -I think I have," 
said Victor, with u>:sumcd carelessness, "I 
think 1 have some of tho old custom l:ouso 
paper." lie produced from the secretary a 
sheet of lirown paper with a stamp. "Try it 
on that." 

Carmen smiled with childish delight, tried 
it, and produced a marvel! "It is as magic," 
aid Miguel, feigning to cross himself. ' 

.-.T-.d Ids 

CHAPTER VII. -eve: 
no PLEAD roil IT. 

1IMUE can be littlo 
doal-t the coroner's 

I / 81 ^J'".ry of Fresno 
would ! 1 e. v e rt-
t;;rned a verdict of 
"death from alcj-
ho'i :n," as tlie rc-

1 ;i 11;- ii* i::"j:yvt 
into the car.ee of 
Concho's 1 h., !:ad 
::>t Dr. O n i 1 d 
f".:vt!it r.o'.ilv v:v « 

ec; •: of the law 
viction". A. majority of the 

1 h.;e;-tcd to t!;eiv 1, hr; any i::;:n. st ai 
ci!. A sincere jurv:r.a:i • ::;:;i;-h: i; !::::• 1 tha* 
v.ditsiovcr a i'r.:aser p":r;eii oui i- a eneahiu' 
land "o way. Ame-iean < ;t:r. n.i r:r-.M be 
i.;k--n l'ro:a th; a- b:::.iiiww t.jhndoi:: \vh.;s 
aiicd him. ••;-fpose lie was l.id. -de' said c.n-
oth'-r. "thar ain't no time this thirty year he 
Wi r< tv'r, so t.>:pcak, jj t s;tu'.'. for it, ex 
Ids uat'ral rig!it c.: a Jler.:.-an." 'i'h • jury ar 
last co:aproa:isoi! by brin;':::;," in a rerdr-t . 
liotnieido a;.;ai:ist certain parties u.ilriown. 
Vet it was understond tacitly that these i:n-
knowu parties were severally \Vil-: s. an.1 l'o­
dro; Manuel, Miguel cud Itosciumnon prov­
ing an unmistakable a'ibi. Wiles and Pedro 
had tied to Lower California, and ?I:wuol, 
Miguel and Itosconimon deemed it advisable, 
ill the then excited state of the public mind, to 
withhold the forged application; tid claim from 
tho courts and tlu' public con uaent. So that for 
a year after the murder of Concho and tho 
l'nght of bis assassins "The tUlue Mass Min­
ing Company" remained in ur.disftirl>cd and 
acturd posseaiiou of tho mine, and reigned in 
Iheir stead. 

But tho spirit of tho raurdercrl Concho 
wouljl not down anymore than that of tho 
murdered Danquo. and so v, roug!it. no doubt, 
in a quiet. Conehodiko way, >oro trouble wMi 
tliu "Dine Mass ComjKiny.1' For a great capi­
talist. and lnar.ter of avarice came down 
t<» tho luiuo and fountl it fair, and taking one 
of the eomjony aside, o^ored to lend bis 
name and a certain amou^ of coin for a con­
trolling inUTcst, aixiuiiTKinyinsT tho generous 
offer with a suggesfitM that if it were not 
acceded to he would be cor.ijielled to !>uy up 
various Mexican mines and flood the market 
with quicksilver to the grvut detriment of the 
' Blue Mass Company," which thoughtful sug­
gestion, offered by a man frequently alluded 
to a.< one of "California's grt'at mining 
prriotv," and (is oirs who had "done muck to 
develop tho renourci-i of the state." was not 
to be lightly considered; and so, a'W a cau­
tious uoa-oonsultati.>n with the rompany, ami 
a (X-nunendablo wyrocv, the stockholder sold 
out. Whereat it wtis s|x«tsli!y xpmul abroad 
that the Crcat Capitalist had token hold of 
'•Elue Mxss," and the stock went up, nnd the 
other stockholders' rejoiced—until the Great 
,C:ipitalist found it was ne<-ess"nry to put. up 
expensive milti, to employ a high salarie«l 
ru'ierintendent—in fact, to develop the mine 
by spending of its ttirnmgs, so that the stock 
quoted at 11'J was finally saddled with an as­
sessment of f.K) per share. Another assess-

"Jt t* at magte," naid Miftwl. j .nientof ft<> enable the wux-rintendont to 
\ ictor s role was more serious. He affected i priv.n^l to llussia and Spain and examine in­

to IK> deeply toucbod. took the paper, folded j to the workings ..if t.ho quicksilver mine* 
it and placed it in his breast. "I shall make there, and also a general commission to tho 
a kckxI fool of Don Jose Castro." ho said; "he ; f^ftcd and scientific Pillageman to examine 
will declnrc it is the governor's own signa- i into the various component parts of quick-
t-ure, for he was his friend; but havo a care, | silver, and report if it could not be manufao-
Carmen! that you spoil it not by the opening ' 
ef your red lips. When he is fooled I will 
tell him of this marvel—this niece of mine, 
and ho shall buy her picture*. Eh, little 
oneT and he cave her the avuncular caress, 
i. c., a jxit of tho hand on oithcr cheek and u 
kiss. 

tured from ordinary sandstone by steam or 
electricity, speodily brought tho other stock­
holders to their senses. It was at this time 
the goal fellow "Tom," the serious-minded 
"Dick" and the speculative but- fortunate 
"Harry," brokers of the Croat Capitalist, 

Miguel envied him, but cupidity out- j found it convenient to buy up, for the Croat 
generated Cupid, aud presently the conversa­
tion flagged, until a convenient recollection 
of Victor's—that himself nnd comrado were 
duo at tho Posada ck'l Toroj at 10 o'clock— 
gave them the opportunity to retire. 

Put not without, a chanco shot from Car-
ms!i. "Tell to me," she said, half to Victor 
and half to Miguel, "what has chanced with 
Concho? J-Ie was ever ready to bring to me 
flowers from the mountain and insects and 

Capitalist aforesaid, the various other shares 
at great sacrifice. 

I fear that I have bore 1 my readers in thus 
giving the tiresome details of that ingenuous 
AmerJean pastime which my countrymen dis­
miss in 1 heir epigrammatic w;.v as the "freez­
ing-out process." Aiul lest any reader should 
question the ethics of the proceeding, I 1 >cg 
him to remember that one gentleman aeeoin-

birds. Thou knowest how ho would sit, oh, ! plished in this art was always a sincere and 
mv uncle, and talk to me of the rare rocks he i direct opponent of the late Mr. John Oak-
had !*X"_i, and the liean, nnd the evil spirits, : hurst, gambler. 
and now he comes no longer, my Concho! 1 

llow is this' Nothing evil has liefallen him, 
surely;" and her drooping lids clc.;ed half pa­
thetically. 

Miguel's jealousy took fire. ''He is drunk, 
senorita, doubtless, and has forgotten not 
only lhee but. mayhap, his nuiler.nd pack! It. 
is his custom, ha! ha!" 

The red di- d out- of Carmen's ripe lips, and 
she shut theni together wiih a :-n:r> like r. 
steel parse. Tho dove had i.tuhHtly changed 
to a ha-.vk: the i-hil i-c,::"! into an :'nr.i;iu" 
virago; ih--spirit hith -rto dimly o;:;hned in 
her f;. ''. of j-onie shrewie'i Oaivia e.nc-.-s: i\ ss. 
canrc ihc f.irc, Sh • darted a quirk leek at 
her unci... and then, with her little hands on 
h -r ri-':d iios. s! rode v 
Miguel. 
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But for once tho Croat Master of Avarice 
had not taken into sutiieient. account the av­
arice of others, and was suddenly and virtu-
ou- ly shoe kill to learn that an applical ion for 
a p-itont for certain lands, known as 1 he "P.o<l-
l\ock Ihmcho," was about, lo I,e iif,'.-red be­
fore the Vnited t'.tales l.mil commission. 
This claim covered hi; mining ]-.ropcr! y. lint 
t he informal ion cam" ijuietiy and secretly, as 
all of the (treat Ma. e r's infoi-mat ion w:i> ob­
tained. and !:•• to-ek tire opportunity to •..•!! (,;-.fc 
hie. clou.led title and hi.; propivetoiship to 
the only rcmaieiTig m'm'icr nf the original 
"illuc j- ass conuiauy." .-• yotiie•• i'clhnv ig' pit!-,. 
1 ief:>1 v inanv-t;• n:-1u -1 rr.siicr li-ul voiced the 
'ie\.Y far and wigc. ':'e • i low was a h"evy 
on • iothe party in no:-.-.-!-n<. S.s'.'e d 
'•v 'he i nornein• .1 ; nr I > ::p. 
Creat ('.; 
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' The Pylades of this Orestes wo* known of 
ordinary mortals as lloyal Thatcher. His 
genealogy, birth and education are, I take it, 
of little account to this chronicle, which is 
only concerned with his friendship for Biggs 
and tho result thereof. He had known Biggs 
a year or two previously; they had shared 
each other's purses, bunks, cabins, provisions, 
and often friends, with that perfect freedom 
li'or.i o!.i!:_-at;on v. lucit behingcd toihe laencer 
life. 'i'lie varying tide of fortune had just 
then stranded 'i'hntcher .>:i a dc-crt sandhill 
a: Sun Fran -is.-.i wi; h a:i uniusia-cd ca-go of 
cnpectaticns. wade ;.j Y!::i,e!icr's active but 
le.t eg; ;i lan-.y it h:'e! uppar; ati.v iif'.cil his 
triend's bark over the bar i:i the Mcutorcy 
mountains i:.to e.u open, q;ii -•\-sih.", i* sea. So 
that he was consider::::!;.' surprised on receiv­
ing;: note frcm ih'g,-;. i-., this purpart: 

"I'-TTAU lioV: piu:i d"wn here e.n i hrdp a 
f-;!io\v. I've to > i:iu>-h of a loail for one. 
-laybev. • can mr.kc a imiman-i pae! 'liiuo 
r.le.ss" out yet. Ulii.isilY." 

Tlriti-hi.-r. sitting iu his scantily fur:ii>he<l 
lodgings, doubtful of hi., next meal and in 
arrears lor rent, heard this Macedonian erv 
as St. Paul did. lie wrote a promissory nnd 
soothing note to his landlady, but fearing tho 
•weft sorrow" of nper.--o.anl parting, let his 
collapsed valise down from his window by ji 
cord, and, by means «.f an economical com­
bination of stage riding und pedes! rianisti, 
he presented himself at tho close of the third 
day at Biggs' door. In a few moments ho 
wasiu possession of the story; half an hour 
later in possession of half the mine, its infelix 
past, aud its doubtful future, equally with his 
friend. 

Business over, Eiggs ti'.rned to loolt at his 
partner. -You've ages I some since I saw you 
last," he said. "Starvation Inck, I s'poso. I'd 
know your eyes, old fellow, if I saw ihera 
among ten thousand: but your lips ar« 
parched, and your mouth's grimmer than ito 
used to be." Thatcher smiled to show that h® 
could still do so, but did not say, as ho mighfe 
have uaid, that v.clf.control, suppressed resent­
ment-, disappointment and occasional hunger 
had done something in the way of correcting 
natures obvious mistaken and shutting up A 
kiudly mouth. He only took off his thread­
bare coat, rolled up his sluoves, and Maying, 
"We'vo got lots of work and som» fighting be­
fore ns," pitched into the affairs of ths BIO* 
Mash comi*uiy oa the inntant 

** 

The Thrlft.r Fanner. "* 
"You know wo have a pretty fine shrrl i^. 

taehed to our utore," said the grocer. "It h 
alKiiit 100 feet long, and with the commodi­
ous yard, it is a valuable piece of proj*>rty, 
and although we pay nearly fS.OW a year 
rent for it, it i» a free ahed. One day last 
week a farmer drove under the shod with » 
»pan of horsun, which be tied, and then cam* 
in the atom. lie want««l to sell eggs. He 
asked what we were ]>aving, and 1 told bin* 
•1.3ft a hundrol, cash or trade, as he desired. 

" 'Won't sell my eggs for any sich price,* 
said tho fanner, 'I'll git more or take Wi 
home fast.' 

u 'Sorry, my friend, !>ut the market does 
not warrant us {Hiving any more,' I replied, 
and soon the farmer could lie seen with tk 
huge basket of eggs under each arm, and pro­
ceeded to sell them from liouso to house. Iu 
al>out two hours ho returned with empty 
baskets. 

"When he came in I asked: 'Did you do 
any letter than I offered!" 

* 'No, ten shillings seemed to lie liout the 
price, so 1 did not bring them liack again. 
Cues# 1 tried a hundred places. Cot any oata 
to Hell, boss? I told John to put some iu the 
wagon 'fore I loft home, for the bosses, but he 
forgot it, I guess.' 

"I told him that we had oats, and that fdx 
quarts were worth twelve cents. a 

"'Twelve cents! Do you want to rob a 
manf 

"I told him twelve cents was the best I 
could do, and he said 'Blank if I'll pay twelve 
rents for six quarts of oats. Can you lend 
me au empty measure f I handed him on« 
nnd he went away and soon returned with 
the oats. 

" 'Cet oats for loss f I asked him ns he was 
passing under the shed where ho had kept his 
horses. 

'• 'Got 'em for 'leven cents. Was asked tli» 
same as you'did, but I told tho man being as 
I had my horses under your shed I'd give yon 
the preference, but if he'd come down l<» 
"leven cents we would make a dicker, so h<» 
came down to 'leven. I toll you, Kingston 
people want to get rich too fast."—Kingston 
Freeman. 

lie Dirt Not Jump. 
Sunday afternoon a man suddenly ap­

peared at a three-story window in an uii-
iini.-hed building on Grand l'.iver street and 
seemed to begin preparations to commit sui­
cide by leaping to tho pavement. .V crowd 
of forty or fifty people speedily gat..ere: 1 in a 
half circle below, and ailhough all seemed to 
be aware of what was going en not a voi.-i> 
was raised to prevent the stranger carrying 
out his designs. He removed, his coat ami 
looked down as if climating the distance. 
Then he removed his vest and looked down 
again. 

Some of the crowd asked each other in low 
tones if his intent io;-, was to jump, and worn 
an-'woivd tIi-.t there v.e.s no I'.OUI.V of Tho 
man remov. d his >'hi.r and i aftvr i.i- vo?t. 
av.d then spit • :i l.is hands :.nd t.-.>U i.i- po-:-
t ion sgunre in the win ;ov.. Ao ..n,- below 
in \e.i a f.-: t. 

"i'il.se we. ;n a nnn-
ty n:c:en 
'Vi'r.i,! e 

d - n :  
. daring 
i oil til'' 

i ii 
hands 

!.:;e a >hne-:.-:- pre-, -il -r 
the un'.r.i I'.V'I man sei:: t.n 
mere, raised tii'-Ui above his head, aud ce.'ni'y 
remarke-d.: 

•Olv iricnd.s. this is to inform von that I 
j-ha'd occupy this building 1 with a large 
an.I well seic -t-ci : iock of i-taplo ai.ii fancy 
groceries. I .--ha'd do a ~tri.-;iy cash business, 
and ir will be my aim t< " 

Jhit th > < it-:- had turned the corner.— 
Detroit Free i'r -s. 
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.••'•e Yfinm;- E<tca. 
arti-dne.-s of ehii-Hioo.l—"Mauiiiia. 
:i't h ; 'i'otor kill tho i!y on the win-

••Why not;" "iiecause 1 want to 

|Sh: a ym-n.'r !:i-!y iiaiiv-'l Vanghan. 
AI 1V<j ! ". ,i! e-i I: •, ti.-;- \. i.:i ; -e.i:g!:e.:j, 

Ai d I:.- (.is.-.' up hi- rnit 
' V'heii her f.uiier'.. I ig ir.iit 

P.h"( liiUi aslily 'x; tii on liie '.uighaa 

A ?:>. e i- v. 
\V.-:y! -.ck—Yes. 1-1 v.diat qucrr 

v':h:gs !:-:j.pen e-:>.';• y :. li".'ve g^ e t.e 
c i n r n - ! e - t  . - . - e n  i - . i  r  s e e  i n  « ;  > v . : i  
n- w. < ';!.:!!•:! ? - an— \i ! t.»i;ii> 1' • up-
pose. -W.-'i, v.---: :• en -1 .ing lihe i'..:t. V. u 
s -e. a trauip h;:s co.:fo .- d he - ; ! • >-;o 
from the co-;tri'nuti'-:i of omveipirc!:." 
"Y( s: bu! where':; tho my-ii i-yr Yon know 
who took it." -Why, we can't im-igino 
how il got there, yon see."—Omaha World. 


