amply  condoned facile and com-
placent  Lusband, looked  with a
Clenient and even admiring eye upon the
lmlv lady’s amusement, and, to a certain ex-

tent, lent a tacit indorsement to her conduct.
' Nobiody minded Hopkinson; in the blaze of

by a
wio
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CHAPTER X
e EOW 1T WAS LOBRBIED FOR.

l‘"': n‘f"~ Pratt C. Hopkinson’s fascinations he was com- |
Gashwiler, M. C., pletely lost sight of. A fow married women |
was, of course, U ith unduly sensitive husbands, and several |
iyaiozot S0 M cingle ladies of the best and longest standing, |
dent  described in reflected severcly on  her conduct. The |
the last chapter. 7 '

Younger men, of coursa, admired her, but I
think she got her chief support from old
fogics like ourselves. For it is your quiet,
sult-conceited,  complacent, philosophic,
e broal-waisted pater-familias who, atter all,
man's innocent and - i 4 gne to whom the gay and giddy of the

MR<, HOPKINSON. honorable han ds, ‘ ])Tl)\'\'l‘l'i.‘l”)‘ impuki\'o. unselfish sex  owe
and cortainly was not of a quality that Mo | gy place in the social firmament. We are
Wiles, at present, woull have cared to ex- ! never incelined to be captious: we laugh at as
W, FFor, in spite of My, discom- ! v

His secret, even it
it had been discov-
ered by Dobbs, was
safein that gentles

Wiles®

2 folly what our wives and daughters eon-
Sture, he still had enough experience of char- {ominas afault: our *withers are unwrung,”
s0ter to know that the irate mondier from 3ot \_..\._;1“.(.1(\.“ to the fasci: ,.,’(,,,‘ of a
#Feesno would be satistiod w .'!'h Lis own peen- | ¥ ol . Lless us, from dear

[ ‘v value of one woman's
otority, and would ot pablic sean- | another: we want onr Leilliant
Adal o, s Wil nvinesd that 4

il to shine: it s only the mothiswho

LUERES % "l‘f"”) E) ‘!‘ with G WL hurn their two-penmy dimatare wines
=ailer arid woulid be siton: Bis own . I ihe fume!  And 1y should they not”
Sethizt poor Dobty S 00 0ften the fate of { xoewva has' been pleised to sup 1y more
wtaple bt weal natures, had tall eredit tor | M b lian cat s, Goto! Givethe protty
Lapliciiy by every vasesl in the Lo, ! ereature—'o she maid, wife or w inln\'.'-.u.

Fram which it n i rest Lt mathing | snevr And so, my dear sivy while mater-
ceonrandito disturly thesecurity of Gaslisiler. | i onds hor Black: by ows i disust, wo
Whon the door closed wpon M Wiles he in- | utr sapaovior Hredoe sinileg and extend to
At et , With

s Anony
if

ious o
if

aour sement,
i folly
[ trichdly—well, of cours . we can't held that.,
i Ladowd, it rather proves oar Hn-nl'_\‘.

i L Lad intended tosay something about Hop-
|

|

|

Rply i

giddiness is grateful, or

W et thaers, 'nhl s <-nl it Il l.v(un"nnr\

Fsible inevery combination of color—he sent

ot by a special messenzer. Then he pro-

oettled tonnkie Dis tojlot —: wrati oo .

il ligon !,‘l pisitoil an opesation varely oo e really there is very little to say.

g’r‘.x' ful or pletaresque iaour sex, aud an in Leowas invar L.-".,v pood bumored., A few
; TR i s HRe R D, A )

ekl tus ehretoravhst abis s s Cladics onee teied to show Bim that he rea

wileded hist, ot |

W RO i 1 TR el b - :
vhen he had pur on ] se than he did about the

shich
& white

and it is reconded that

e 3 ; S0 O ool humor and
“'”.” e o | 5 e TEL I 20, j'li.kzt' wl, the
; S0 e | oo Fedlow ‘ it i

iied to Hopias-on ©is of a

: Juatlousy
Cashwilep, t

. and revealed the awitl sceret that he (Lo

WS 0T S0 o e dinteres SPCCTSLON g nes) had reason 1o o peet more lovalty

tmenon whor sthatdeformed | e his tliopiinzon’s) wire, The ;,'nmi fol-

Ve s e "[ Ly 1 low i5 reportiel 1o have heon very RHE

s s HE i, aud o Ly Sed Delauey to

S O the LOdor's tron whatove had A

<peases ot the sholt perpetuaily Ionkinson in Lz 1.

prcrt dinunst the wearer. Noved eunlanatorly 1o i ;:nml

el ol Alr Gead o attend 10 ] has

liis SOUr gt pather eaz lees It

Svobby U and .
patteny

it stll

Latest Siyl
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retained

it Lean't brineg hee vouad il speak h:(::l.:h-
wiler—1 et Lim 19 use Lis influonce with
3:.\'. Lioj. So chees up, my Loy: he'll make
tall right.”

‘The appearance of a bouguet on the table
. LHopkinsen was no rare event; never-
by (s wwiler’s 1ot the Its
bideous contrasts Lad offended hor woman's '
Ve—it isobservable shat good taste survives |
the wreek of ol the cther feminine virtues— |
and she had distributed it to make bouton- i
for other gentlemen,  Yet,

Was as

if

il O
Aol back as
man's tic

b arrad
wenily
e
nsidenee of

1shiors

the =Loy-

ket.

L within an hour he compla-

foilowed the note and his Horal ofior-

The house he sous!
iy

't had been onee th

feiC Was
torcion anbassador, who lid
Toyally represented Liszoverimment ina si
weimportant treasy, now forgotten, mind in
warions receptions and dinners, sti!l acrively

sewwenmberad by occasional visits 1o its sidou,

Hiores

when he

xiww the VOraoe . O- A UL, o bas 5 A S |
i a “l'n‘ ""' A) -\’“. It d’\' paarlor. | gecared, shie suid to him he stily, putting her
“Iearr . s fascinatine: M \ culd W 18 : H
Do me,” the tascinating l: <se Weult | ie hand over the enrdine region: |
sy, “but de you know, love, in this vy '

“I'm o glad you eane.
siech a fright a:
Mr. Gashw was both pleased and as-
tounded.  =What have I done, my
Hopiiinsons” he hegan,
=Oh, don't talk,” ~she
have you done, indecd!
that beautiful bouquet,

But you gave me

o I remember meeting the
Afarquis of Moate Pio” the (ash-
sopabile Jones, of the state departinent, in-
stantiy crushed the decayed (riend he wae
yorunctorily visiting “LPon my
soul, vou herer Why, the last time 1 was in
this room 1 gossiped for an Lour with the
Countess de Castenct in that very corner,”
Zov, vith the recall of the aforesaid anbas-
sador, the mansion had becone a

listinzuisbed
or peraags

dear 2Mrs,

by saving: “\What
y You sent me

1, sadly.
2

“l
[ could not niistake |
Your taste in the arrangement of the flowers:

but my husband was here. You know his

boarding-

X 5 : ’ : Jealousy. I was obliged to conceal it from i
h:‘-'," acpt by the wite of a departseatal | i, Never—promise me now—anever do it |
elerk:

azzain,

Mr. Gashwiler galluntly protested.

“No! L am serious! 1 wus so agitated; he
must bave seen me blush.”

Nothing but the gross flattery of this speech |
could have clouded its manifest absurdity to
the Gashwiler consciousness.  But Mr. Gash-
wiler had already succumbed to the girlish
balf timidity with which it was uttered.
Nevertheless, be could not help saying:

“But why should he be so jealous now?
Ounly day before yesterany I saw Simpson, of
Duluth, hand you a nosegay right before |

Verbups there was nothing i the history ot

of ity st osiavivte 1o,
had been & departmental elerk for
forty years. It was at once his practical
poaxd luck and his misfortune to have been
wmrly appwinted to a position which required
a thorough and complete knowledge of the
€ormulas and rontine of a department that
sgpendad millions of the public funds, Fau-
quicr, on a poorsalary, dinuinishing instead
of increasing with his service, had seen suc-,
sessive administrations bud and blossom and

#acay, but had kept his pinition through the l'”_"" =
Sact that his knowledze was a necessity to Ab,” returned the lady,

calm then, but vou know nothing of the
stene that
]
“Dut,” gasped the practical Gashwiler,
““impson bad given your husband thut con-
tract—a cool fifty thousand in his pocket!”
Alrx. Hopkinson looked as dignificdiy at
Cashwiler as was consistent with five feet !
tiiree (the extra three inches being a pyramidal !
structure of straw-colored hair), a tfrond of [
faint curls, a pair ef langhing bluc eyes and a |
fnall belted waist,  Then she said, with nl
sting down of her lids: i
i
|

e succecive chiefs and employes.  Once,
& was true that he had been summarily re-
moved by a new secretary, to make room for
q cam follower, whose exhaustive and intel-
Bectual services in a political campaign had
aade him eminently fit ior anything: but the
alarmiing discovery that the new clerk’s
Fuow ledize of grammar und etymology w
even worse than that of the secretary hineelf,
and that, throush iznorance of detail,
dusizies: of that department was retarded to
adamage to the government of over half a
million of dollars, lod to the winstatement of
A Pancuier—at a lower salavy.  For it was
felv that something
ared o< i had alway
gress and the adiministration to cut down sal-

|
[
|
|
“he was outwardly
occurred Lcetween us after you
|
1

the

«

ine

“You forget that my husband loves me,”
aiud for onee the minx app
tent. 1t was becoming: but

ed to look peni- |
was wrong somewhere, it had been

Iy preieticed ina simple white dress,

its

been the custom of con-

e ]
woman, Im-l»:nnl WS ine
terested in the povernment. could not Le civil
to the representative of a friendly powers?

i Gastiwiler did not see how Mr. Iop-
Linson's late contract for supplying salt pork
and canned provisions to the army of tie
United States should make his wite susceps
tible to the advances of foreign princes; but
he prudently kept that to himself,  Still. not
being himself a diplomat, he could not help
suying:

“But I understood that Mr. Hopkinson did
not object to your interesting yourself in this
claim, and you know some of the stock ——*

The lady started, and said:

“Stock!  Dear Mr. Gashwiler, for heaven's
sake don't mention that hideous name to me,
Stock, Lamsick of it! Have you gentlemen
no other topic for a lady 2

She punctuated her sentence with a mis-
chievous look at her interlocutor.  For a
second time, ©recret to sayv, that Mr. Gash-
wiler sucenmbed.  The Roman constituenc v
at Remes, it is to Le hoped, wore happily
ignorant of this last defection of their areat
logrislator. Mr, Gashwiler in stantly  forcot
Lis thesne—legan to ply the lady with a cor-
tain Lovine-! gallantry, which it is to be
‘i to hee eredit she parvied with a playiaul,
terrier-like destor servant s

W hu,\\-

.

o wihen the
r. Wiles.™

Not <o Mrs, Hopkin-
woever, prudently and guictly -
moved hier own chair several inches
Gashwiler’s,

“Do yoa know Mo
anily.

ud-

denly announced,
Gashwiler

800, who,

started.

from

Wiles:” sho @

hod pleas-

o! That is, I=—ah—yes, I may soy l
have had conie businiess relations with lin
responded Gashwiler vising,

“Woun't yon

ot

0 shie added pleadinglye,
o,

AMr, Gas?
better of
spondad
Bottor

(AT}

“Not now,”

he b
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tory forn:
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la to My,
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the Spanish
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lere

il whes

prettiness,

nod! st iind

L ont,
“Why!* wed the lady langbingde
“Because 1 don't tenst

that Giashwiler, A

prevey face and an canee of
sell him ous

ve, and

IS wWith

s two onneesof brains,
ler is no ool ™
“Possibiy, except when vour sox
cerned, and ivas very likely that i
is his superior.
“I shonld think s, saiid M. Hopkinson
with a mischicvous Lok,
*Ah, vou know ker, thens”
“Not so well as I know hing”
quite seriously. Sl wish 1L did.”
*Weil. vou'll l.ml ont i she's te Le trpst
Youars L m-'iu
This woman
Mis,

2 Wiles,

Mr. Gash
is cone-
We

nun
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CHAPTER \l'
A RACE FOR IT.
OYAL THATCH-

ER worked
Thet  the
little painter

havd,

W ho
shared hLis hospital-

ity at the “Dlue
Mass” mine should
afterward have lit-
tle part in his ac-
tive life seemed not
meonsistent with
bix habits. At present the mine was his only
mistress, claiming  his entive time, exasperat-
ing him with fickleness, but still rvequiring
that suprewmo devotion of which hisx nature
was capable. It is possible that Miss Carmen
saw this too, and so set about with feminine
tact, if not to supplement, at least to malko
her rival less pertinacious and absorbing.
Apart from this object, she gealously labored
in her profession, yet with small pecuniary
result, 1 fear. Local art wasat a discount in
California. The scenery of the country had
not yet become fawous: rather it was re-
served fora certain eastern artist, already
famous, to make it so: and people cared little
for the reproduction, under their very noses,
of that which they saw continually with their
owneyes and valued not. Sothat Iiitle Mistress
Carnien was fain to divert her artist soul to
support her plump little material body; and
miade divers exeursions into the rvegions of
ceratiic art, painting on velvet. ilwminating
missals, decorating china, and the lke, I
have inay possession soime wax flowers—a

arics us e fiest step to reforin, thes sade obd IS ”"l'v‘: “i”’ !’“l"'l‘bll"" vibbons, WIE L Mt SitLaln 2{:‘; Lewildering dalilin-
: ! : P : 3 1ot entirely in kooping with beouneed lnven- | ORI Tor a m ™ ORI T e laay,
M. Fangui Bl I O o derand vose-colored avimeines, Yet the | whose pictares lately took the prize at a
o Lo ; ! voman who hesitates Lot waen her morsl ex- © foreiz exhibition, shor after she hzed hoen
fanig i and the harmony of her dresic lost, §Ball starved by a California public, sl
3.:" ' - Hopkinson wis vietris by Ler very ( clained by a Calitornia press as its fosiercd
TR nier, {child of sonius,
R 12 YajtoltuniEhersol hwilor was flnttoved, The most dis- | Ot suggles and trivmphs Thatcher
wabits of bospitalits to ron: ] walive ¢ i likes the appearaace of virtue, Chd s knowliger :yethe was perhaps moro
Sat a5 pour Smuguicr coukl pevor Leopres woes ol aecon nis  lile Estartld than he would own to Limsolt when
waik: § upoi to present L Litlto '. PR | i, dears s, Pophineon,” e said | one Becember day, he received this dispatehs
s, andas ‘fllll'.’ ol \h"""»""”-" '_" the best sinously, “Lelass 1o the whole ,..,;-_“_f"l'nmn- o Washington at  once.—Carmen
soutiiovn families wore still waiting tory or Whick, with  something  between | De Haro?
Al e recently diszised from, a POSELON, 4 coun sy and a strot, be auicayvored 1o rep- : “Carmen De Haro!™ T grieve tostate that
who experiment Waia it pucnnicry tuiluse, \r‘t» e ‘”‘ SOOI S Tt de Faueh o was the preoccupation of this man,
was of exeellent repute :.w._l well v e sdded, v the matter of the Cietro + Ehected by fate to be the bero of the soli
dindecdy it waswoth "'“":"—“"" 1085 A ditide supprrat Wolskers, o glass | amatory episode of this story, that for a
; Uithesnbaf I“.-' S vawney iand aosingele flosh of fmoment he could not aecall her. When the
bing of Lis aneestral styde, ve- i the thing Bihnn s bonest littde fizure that Luwd somantully stood
Fating ancedotes of preat ien Lt deaed o SRS Hopkinsoo, =1 have peom. @ Gp azaiiost him, and had proved her sex by
pone, interrupted only Ly occasional viits Jodiah that 1 would give up cl! those  3fterwavds running away from L, cume
Qg ueportanate tradesmen, frivaditivs, und, aithonoeh my conscieoee s back at last 1o bis meinory, he was ot first
Prooiinent amongz  what Mre. Fauquicr [ «bur, you Lnow how pu tilk!  Josiah | wvstitied and then self reproachiul,. He hiad
<alle-l Lis “littde femily,”" was a Llack- [ Why, vight, at u recep- [ twen, he Telt vagnely, untrae (o himself,  He
wAdy of sreat powers of {ascination, and - i thoR . cvery | had been remiss to the self-confessed danghter
sderabbe loeal reputation as a dirt V(R A UL Rt cm e e o e lv:- of hicenciey. Yot why shonkd - wrnph
Sh Tl sovinl  aberrations  woere £ et e b s shie 3 Fe et W

said 3w, Ti,

 from his Washington lawyer.
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Lol Uhese songs ln ll‘ﬂln 7S rwv'.;u s
to Lis eredit that he looked forno sentinicistald
or rourmtic answer,  Royval Thatcher was
wturally modest and self-depreciating in his
relations to the other sex, as indeed most men
who are apt to be suceessful with women
zenerally are, despite a vast degree of super-
annuated bosh to the contrary. 1o the half
dozen women who are startled by sheer au-
dacity into submission there are scores who
are piqued by a self-respectful paticnce: and
where o woman has to do half the wooing,
she generally makes a pretty sure thing of it,

In his bewilderment Thatcher Lud over-
looked a letter lying on his table. It was
The conclud-
ing paragraph caugbt his eyve—"Perbaps it
would be well if  you here  yourself,
Loscommon is here: and they say thereis a
aiece of Garcia's, lately appearad, who is
likely to et up @ strong social syanpathy for
the old Mexican. Tdon’t know that they expect
fo prove anything hy hev: bhut Fro told she s
Jtt.r‘ qive and clever, and has enlisted the
sympathies of the delogation.™  Thatehes laid
e Jottene ! a little Nrrong
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.fl"‘il «n; prthe alleged pawetey of Ghar
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journey wis addee
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arcely enhivened by ats disoomiors,
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P s b
li: sl lank Monlk, 3

i ¢ oobuh chariably of o 3
% thivd dov ont, atter axing no el
: of qriest fons and ettt o dnswers, hie toolk
to chewing  straws that he picked outer
the cushion, and  kusin® 1o hissell. From

that very day | knew it was all over with
him, mn.l 1 handed bit over to bis frends "f
sShy  Amn the | seaf, aind
'u\:.n' and cussin' at Pon Holid
tlemanly proprictor.” 1t s presumied that
the unfortunate tonrist’s indiznation was vx-
citedd at the late Mr. vamin Holhday, then
the proprictor of the line—an evidence of Lis
insanity that no one who knew that large-
hearted, fastidious and elegantiy-cuitured
Californian, since allicd to foreign nobility,
will for a moment deubt.

Mr. Royal Thatcher was too olil and .expe-
ricuced a mountaineer to do aught but accept
patiently and cynieally his brother Califor-
nian’s method of increasing his profits. As it
was generally understood  that any one who
came fro:m California by that ronte had some
dark design, the victim reccived little sym-
pathy. Thatcher's cquable temperiment and
indomitable will stood Lit in ood stead, and
Lelped him cheerfully in this emergeney.  He
ate his scart meals, and otherwise took care of
the functionsot bis weak human nature, when
and where he could, without grumbling, and
at times enrned ever the praise of s driver
by his ability to “rouzh it.™  Which “rough-
i|l|;r it,” by the way, meant the ability of tho
passengzers 1o aveept the o ompetency of the
company. It is true there were times when he
regretted that be had not taken the steamer;
but then he thut he was oneof a
vigilanes committee, sworn to hang that ad-
Nt the late
Vanderhi t, 1or certain practices and crueltios
done upon e hodies of v--rl

L
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v, the
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got down and pussed in frong nf the ol leader
yer pinto eald that's Lin accustomed 1o
Injins, prizatics ond buffclo—and I'm 1}
shen hier eye tackled his, of she didn't jis (
up and rar round that f reckoned I'd hey to
go down and take them blindors off from Qe
eyes and clap on Ais.” “But he paid his
money, and is entitled to kis seat,” persisted
Thatcher. *“Mebbe he is—in the office of the
| kempeny,” growled Yuba Bill; “but it's time
| some folks knowed that out in the plains
| Irun this yer team myselt.” A fact which

was self-evident to most of the pussengers.

“I suppose his authority is as absolute on this

dreary waste as a ship captain’s in mid
' exclaimed Thatcher to the haleful-
Alr. Wiles—whom the reader
snized—-assented with the public side

_‘lh\

Lill with the other, while Thatcher, innocent

| Of the presence of one of his worst cnemivs,
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| the pleasure
| askued,
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to his
“Shall I have

vlacated Bill so far as to restore Wiles
Wiles thanked him.
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oo he said, sweetly, ot
often,” responded Yuba Biil, shortly, <Al
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