
CHAPTER XL 
now IT WAS Lonmrcn FOB. 

UK Hon. Piutt C. 
Gashwiler, M. C., 
was, of course, un­
aware of the inci­
dent described in 
the last chapter. 
His secret, oven if 
it had been discov­
ered l>v Dobbs. was 
safe in that gentle* 
man's innocent ami 

MKs. noi'KINSOX. honorable liands, 
amd certainly was not, of a quality that Air. 
•Wiles-, at present, would have cared to ex-
Txfcr. For, ill spite of Mr. Wiles' dis-oni-
iture, he still had enough experience of chnr-
arter to know that the irate member from 
SYwaio would be satisfied with his own peeu-
:Uar manner of vindicating his own personal 
Itategriiv, ami wouid not ma!;e a public sean-
-Jal et it. Again, Wi!-> was .M-.ivinced that: 
*>obhs was equally i 1:i;•:at d with IJnsh-
wilcrnnd would l>esi!. 'n: for his own sake. 
•So tint pour Dub!is. a--, is tno often the fate or 
wtiiple i• i;t weak natures, had full eredit for 
•flip1! i; v Iiy every rascal in the land. 

I'Y'.in which it may lie inferred that nothing 
Civinved to disturb th" :•ectiritv of (. 'ash wiler. 

11 ! he lioor eioM'.j u*n>:i Mr. Wiles he iu-
•Jl'.cii a l i ' ,ie which, with a costly bur csoced-

i:l-Ii.stcl ul bouquet—rearranged by his 
•>•*•!> »"t. miners, and discord ;• nil incongruity 
risible in every combination of color—he sent 
»>ff b\ a [lecial messenger. Then he pro-
«il'''l to make his toilet — an operation rarely 
$raee!i:l or piet.nresi(i;c i:i our sex, and an i:i-
«»!t to the spectator when obesity is super-
mined. When he had ptit' on a c|eu:i :  hi;"., of 
«!uch there was grossly to.• mii"!i, a;1 '! added 
j »vh:te vvai. tciat. tint s^nmd to accent h. :s 
rvumdity. he completed j :js  a;:ire with a 
•iA'.ek I rock coat i>: ;he !aie-t vl... .md Mir-
•«'.-..e,| himself i oi e *; 1 a - *e j j i |y | .  a  mirror. 
Is recorded tlr:t. bv.v.-nvr --al ist'netorv 
*:he IV lit might have been \ 11 _V; j*. i Indi u j ler, 
it was not; MI to the <S:M:I |CI  e-t |  special or. 
Tlitre are some ni"u on whom ••tiiaf.d.'l 'ormcil 
"ki-'f. I hion." aveng' s himself l,v making 
th?ir cloth.'s appear perennially neiv. The 
glei-s of the i.;ij.ir's iron nc\ er oi -appears; the 
creases of the shelf pcrp-.iuuily r:s-in judg-
.V.ieu! c.;-i;inst the wearer. Novelty was the 
•£V!icra! -aggestiou of ;,]r < iashwiler's full 
•jtvw—"d was never his habi.'u.i.—and "Our 
thvu Make." "Nobby." ami I lie "Bali-si. Si vie. 
only i'l.")." w.is as paten', on ihe legislator -!' 
4>riiad back a- if it still retained the shop-
avw's ticket. 

Thus arrayed, within an hour he eompla-
wn'dy followed the note and his lloral ofioi-
SMg. The house he sought had been once the 
residence of a foreign ambassador, who had 
laiyally reprciented his government in a sincle 
wimportant treaty, now forgotten, and in 
'furious receptions and dinners, still ae»ivolv 
?(Ciuenibrred by occasional visits to its salon. 
,*t.w the average dreary American parlor. 
"Dear me," the fascinating Mr. X. would 
say. "but dp you know, love, in this vtrv 
room 1 remember meeting tho distinguished 
Marquis of Monte Bio;" or perhaps tl:e fash-
ifliiyblc Jones, of the state department, in-
Sfaatly crushed the decayed friend lie was 
^SE-!Iumtorily visiting by savin-; "Ton inv 
stvul, you here? Why, the last time 1 was in 
this room 1 gossiped for an hour with the 
Connies* do Castenet in that very corner." 
ifui-, i.ith the recall of the aforesaid umbas-
•ailor, t he mansion had bscoire a Ijoardin^-
fetCi; c. kept by the wite of 4 departmental 
«rtirrfc 

l-Vrha|» there was nothing m the history of 
Use house more quaint and philosophic than 

o f  i t s  i i - C s : : - ' .  o — l l i . — .  
fau niier had betrn ft departmental clerk for 
Sorty years. It was at once his practical 
jrwl hick and his misfortune to have been 
awly apj>ointcd to a position which required 
* thorough and complete knowledge of the 
Cannulas and routine of a department that 
expended millions of the public: funds. Fau-
C(ait!r, on a poor salary, diminishing instead 

incretusing with his service, had seen sue-, 
eessive administratioiw bud and blossom and 
decay, but had kept his position through the 
Sact that- his knowledge was a necessity to 
tbe successive chiefs and employes. Once, 
it was true that he had been summarily re­
moved by a now secretary, to make room for 
« camp follower, whose exhaustive and intel­
lectual services in a political campaign had 
wade him eminently fit for anything: but the 
alarmii!;; discovery that, the new clerk's 
kuov. 'led;;e of grammar and etymology was 
tvtii worse than that of the secretary hiinn.'lf, 
and tln:t, through ignorance of detail, the 
btssinos of that deiiartment was retarded to 
«k damage to the government of over half a 
million of dollars, led to the reinstatement of 
Mi", l 'auutiier—at n lower salary. For it was 
it 'll that something was w rong somewhere, 
and es ii had always been tho custom of con-
jtnv- and the administration to cut down :-:al-
arie- it.s i In.' first step to reform, tiiey made old 
iHr. l-'amiuier a morr.l e;::i".ip!e. AgiT'li-
*«i:s bora, of soui«u h -*.: er.ji-lv.ive la-lee, 
ttt\i;rc lived up to hi- le.imer .'.alary, ;!:!• 
i.-ti;t!i. re brought. ar.o:l;vr I n--;!-••-. imi-. r into 
Wd- held. Mr:;. ! ';e.;i;ui'T, v.lio Iri'il. ni' : 'ei: ' 
iiffv. un aeee'i-.fullv, to lurii her oft -outhern 

of ho.-pi'ality ton inmi'-rat i vc ace. 
•©lit as poor i 'auiiuier could nevi r be ]ire-
vrail'.1 I upon to prc.-.eiit a bill to a g"i!tl. man, 
*U". and as some of ihe scions of the IX 
tf»»uti;eni famili's were still w:\itiug for, or 
'flKsd been recently ili..::ii.^e<l from, a po irion, 
tihe vxj)eriment wa.i a pecuniary tailmc. Vet. 
••'JUt! house was of excellent, repute raid well 
jtttroni/.cd; indeed, it uas w"vt!i sometliingto 
^•eo' l i 'auquier silling at th" head of hU ou n 
isalit". ia sometiiiiig of UK ance.^ral stvle, 
ValilK'anecdotes of ereat men now dead and 

ipoiie, interrupted only by oi'ca.ioiKil \:its 
lltnti imr<ortunat.e trad''».wu. 

Prominent among v. hat Mr. Fauquier 
<*ii'.d his ' 'little family, - '  WHS a bltiek-eyed 
'juiiy of great powers <<f fa>eination, and con-
ii.d< l ab!" local I'eputat io;i as a ilirt. Never-

'hose social aljerrations were 

. ou see." he said 
has a good 

, T suppos;-. has 
; women's wav. ]!ut 

amply comloMed by a facile and com­
placent, husband, who looked with a 
lenient and even admiring eye upon the 

j little lad}-';; amusement, and, to a certain ex-
i tent, lent a laeit indorsement to her conduct. 
' Nobody inhaled Ilopkinson; in the blaze of 

Mrs. llopkinson's fascinations he was com­
pletely lost sight of. A few married women 
with unduly sensitive husbands, and several 
single ladies of the best and longest standing, 
reflected severely on her conduct. The 
younger men, of courso, admired her, but I 
think she got her chief support from old 
fogies like ourselves. For it is your quiet, 
self-conceited, complacent, philosophic, 
broad-waisted pater-familias who, after all, 
is the one to whom the gay and giddy of the 
proverbially impulsive, unselfish sex owe 
their place in the social firmament. We are 
never inclined to be captious: we laugh at as 
i l'oily v. hat, our wives and daughters con-
... nr.; as a fault :  our "withers arc unwrung," 
j"t v.-e still confess to the l'ascinaffons of a 
p etty face. We know, bless us, from dear 
c:.perl -nee, the exact value of one woman's 
O|.. :i.:on of another; we want; our brilliant 
1 i" 11 • i ri. '.id to sliine; it is only t h" moths who 
v.i 1 burn their i wo-penny immat ure wings 
ill ihe (lame! And why should tliey not? 
-e" mv has been pleaded to sup ly more 
mi ;hs than candles, t 'otol tlivelhe pretty 
ere '.ture—1 e she maid, wife or widow—a 
slic.v! And so, my dear sir, while matcr-
la!::i 'ias bends her black brows i;i disgust, wo 
smile our superior little smile, and extend to 
•Mi.-trcsv Anony.ua our gracious indorsement. 
And if giddiness is grateful, or if folly U 
trie:idly—well, of cours \ we can't help that. 
Indeed, it rather proves our theory. 

I had intended tosay somethingabout Hop-
!:in> in; but really there is very little to say. 
l.e was invariably good humored. A few 
! eii. s oii'-e tried to show him that he reallv 
Oug'.t to feel worse than he did about, the 
.'one.ict of his wife: and if is recorded that 
:  :op|;i:i«on. ia cri-crs i>f good humor and 
kind'ii ss. promised to do bO. Indeed, the 

fellow was ;-o aeeeiMiii!e that it is s::i<; 
> inn.; I lel.an. ", of i he ta:.e depart incut, con-
ii le.l to llo-pkia-on 1 jealousy of a rival; 
ami revealed the nwlVl >ecre! that he iL'e 
Liii:cy| had r-":iso:i to expect more lovalty 
from his lllop.'.in-onVl wife. The good fal­
low i'i ported to have been verv svm-
|i :i;i", and to have p".iiii.wl Did.aucy to 
I; n I whatever inllueoe • 1;.> hnd with Mrs. 
I'opkinson in his f,:\cr. 
e::pla'ia!ordy to i^el/i 'i 
deal to attend io lately. 
got rather car- le:-s—tl:a! 
ii. 1 e;;:i t  briir;" her round I'il speak to (lash 
wiler—1 il get l.i::i t o use his influence with 
Mi-s. IIop. Wo cheer up, my boy; lie'U make 
it all right." j 

The appearance of a bouquet on the table I 
of Mrs. Ilopkinson was no rare event; never- ' 
tliek-ss. Mr. (!a.-hwiler's was not there. Its i 

h'oeous coiitrast.s had otiemled her woman's i 
)l' it is observable that good taste survives j 

t!ie wreck of ail thi ether feminine virtues | 
and she had distributed it to make be.uton- j 
nieres for other gentlemen. Yet, when he 1 

appeared, she said to him hastily, puttiug her ! 
little ha:id over the cardiac region: ' 

"I'm : o glad you came. I>ut you gave me j 

• i f.fli a fright a:i hour ago."' I 

Mr. Gashwiler was i;oth pleased and as- ! 
founded. "What have I done, my dear Mrs. ' 
Ilopkinson;" he began. i 

"Oh, don't talk," she said, sadly. '-What ! 
have you done, indeed I Why, you sent me 1 
that beautiful bouquet. I could not mistake j 
your taste in tho arrangement of the flowers; i 
but my husband was here. You know his j 
jealousy. I was obliged to conceal it from I 
him. -Vei't-r—promise me now—never do it 
again." 

Mr. Gashwiler gallantly protested. 
"No! I am serious! I was so agitated; he 

must have seen me blush." 
Nothing but the gross flatter)- of this speech 

could have clouded its manifest absurdity to 
tho Oashwiler consciousness. But Mr. Gash­
wiler had already succumbed to the girlish 
half timidity with which it was uttered. 
Nevertheless, be could not. help saying: 

"But why should he bo so jealous now? 
Only day Iwfore yesteruay I saw Sinnwon, of 
Duluth, hand you a nosegay right before 
him!" 

"All," returned the lady, "he was outwardly 
e.*!m then, but you know nothing of the 
st cue that occurred between us after you 

"But.," gasped the practical Oashwilcr, 
"e impson hnd given your husband that con­
tract—a cool fifty thousand in his pocket!" 

Mi's. Ilopkinson looked as dignillcdly at 
flash wiler as was consistent with five feet 
three (the extra three inches being a pyramidal 
structure of straw-colored hair), a frond of 
faint curls, a pair of laughing blue eyes and a 
small Ix-lted waist. Then she said, with a 
casting clown of her lids: 

"You forget, that my husband loves me," 
and for once the minx appeared to look peni­
tent. It waa becoming; but as it had been 
originally pra"tieed in a simple white div-s, 
relieved only with pale-blue ribbons, i; was 
i:ot entirely in keeping with bellomiei-d laven­
der and rose-colored trimmings Yet tho 
v.omati who lii'sii ate.-, between her moral ex-
pr< ^sit :i and the harmony of her dre-s i- lost. 
And .Mrs. Ilopkinson was vietrix by her very 
. .adaWn. 

Mi-. Oashwiler was (latha-'d. The most; dis-
s diite man likes the nppea''a:iee of \ir!ue. 
"i'.nl graces and accomplishments like 
yours, deal' Mrs. l. 'opiiin-on," lie said 
oleaginous!)-, "U'loeg to th" whole coim-
try. '  Which, with something' between 
,. turt. '-sy and a '-trui, he tndea\ored lo rep-
ris'iit. ".'.lid I shall want, to avail mvself 
of all." h" ail'led, -in 1 lie matt-r of the Ca-tro 
claim. A little .-••tipper at Weleicer's. a glass 
or'wo of champagne, and a single ilash of 
ihor'" Ii."i/hl i ye •. ami t lie I hiug is done."' 

"out," said Mrs. l'oj>kius-.:i. "I have ],roip-
i-.-d Jo. iah that I would c.ivt up all those 
Ji i\< lit ies, ami, although my eon-cie.iec is 
11 ar, you know b<w |».oplc talk! •io.-iah 
h- ar-i it. Why. only h^t i.igiit, at a ivccp-
t. '.i at the r.-.tagoni'iu minister's, every 

.:U!!! in th'. room ;. .,. -imd about |M.. 

ie uoor, a.id an ;n. k-
•the lady's ling.-r.;. he 

<'au»e i leit tne gernian with A'.' 
married woman, whose hudiaml was 
terested in the government, could not bo civil 
to the representative of a friendly power;" 

Mr. Oashwiler did not see how Mr. Hop. 
kinson's late contract for supplying salt pork 
and canned provisions to tho army of the 
I. nited States should make his wife suscep. 
tible to tho advances of foreign princes; but 
he prudently kept that, to himself. Still, not 
being himself a diplomat, he could not help 
saying: 

"But I undei-stood that Mr. Hopkiuson did 
not object to your interesting yourself in this 
claim, and you know some of the stock " 

The lady started, and said: 
"Stock! Dear Mr. Oashwiler, for heaven's 

sake don't mention that hideous name to me. 
Stock, 1 am sick of it.! Have you gentlemen 
no other topic for a lady.'" 

•She punctuated her sentence with a mis­
chievous look at her interlocutor. For a 
second time, 1 regret to say, that Mr. Oash­
wiler succumbed. The 1 loman constituency 
a! Remus, it is to lie hoped, were happily 
ignorant of this last defection of their great 
legislator. Mr. Oashwils-r instantly forgot 
Us theme—began to ply the lady with a cer­
tain bovine-like gallantry, v.ineh it is to be 
said to her credit she parried with a playful, 
terrier-like dexterity, when the servant >.ud-
denly announced. ".Mr. Wiles." 

(iash\\iler s-arted. Not so Mrs. Ilopkin­
son. who, l:owe\cr. prudently and quietlv re­
moved her own chair several inches from 
Ga.shwilcrs. 

"Do yo.i know Mr. Wiles:" sho asked pleas­
ant ly. 

"No! That is, I—ah—yes, I niav say T 
have had some business relations with him," 
responded Oashwiler rising. 

"Won't you stay;" she added plcadkrdv. 
"Do." 

Mr. Oa.s'iv.iler's prudence always j.-ot the 
better of his gallantry. "Not now." he re­
sponded in some nervousness. "i'erhaps [ 
had better go now, in view of what you have 
just said .".bout, ge-s-ip. YV>:! need Tint. m. n-
ti.m my name to this-er—this—Mr. Wiles." 
Air! with i me eye on 
ward dash of his lip., 
withdrew. 

Tin re was no introductory formula to Mr. 
iles interview, lie tiaelvd at o:;ee i:i me­

lons res. "i .ashwiler knows- a vvo:nan that, 
he says, can help us against the Spanish girl 
who is coming here with |-roofs, preitmes.-, 
f:u^••iuatioii, and whet, not! You must find 
her out." 

"WhyI" asked the lady lau't-hinglv. 
"Because I don't trust that Oadiwiler. A 

woman with a pretty faec and an < iiuce of 
brains could sell him ou.; :tee. au.l us with 
him." 

"Oh, s:;y two ot'.neesof brains. Mr. Wiles, 
Mr. Gashwiler is no fool." 

"Possibly, except when, your ;;ex is con­
cern ed. and it »s very likel'y that the woman 
is his superior." 

"I should think s i," said: Mrs. Uopkinson 
with a mischievous look.. 

"Ah, you know her, then r" 
"Not so well .is I know him," said Mrs. TI. 

quite sei'ioeely. "I v. j.-di I did." 
"Weil, you'll laid out if she's to be trusted. 

You are laughing—this is :i .-M-riou-. n atter! 
This woman " 

Mi's, ilopkinson dropped' hii.i a ehar:ni;;;j 
courtesy anil said, 

"C'est moi!'" 

t 'lIA I'TKIL XII. 
A RACI: iron IT. 

OYAL THATCH­
ER worked hard. 

That tho boyish 
little painter who 

shared his hospital­

ity at the "Blue 
Mass" mine should 
afterward have lit­
tle part in hLs ac-

_ tive life seemed not 
^ inconsistent, with 

his habita. At present the mine wius his only 
mistress, claiming hia entire time, exasperat­
ing liim with flrklcnettt, but still lwjuiring 
that supremo devotion of which his nature 
was capable. It is pousible that Miss (..'arnien 
t»w this too, and no set about with feminine 
tact, if not to supplement, at least, to make 
her rival less jiertinaeious and absorbing. 
Apart from this object, she aealously labored 
in her profession, vet. with small pecuniary 
result , 1 fear. Local art was at a discount, in 
California. The scenery of the country had 
not yet bccotno famous; rather it. was re­
served for a certain eastern artist, already 
famous, to make it so: and people cared little 
for the reproduction, under their very noses, 
of that which they saw continually with their 
own eyes and valued not. So t hat litt le Mistress 
( al inen was lain U> divert her artist soul to 
support her plump little material body; and 
made divers excursions into the regions of 
ceramic art, painting o:i velvet, ilhimiimtiug 
missals, decorating china, and the like. I 
have ,a my possession some w>i\ flowers—a 

iiicbaia »nd a b.ewiMeriuz dahlia-
r>TJ.T rr.r a rrtrr'r^rrrtTt.-e t>t rr'.-s ntt:e iany, 
who-i' jiici :;res lately took the pri:^e .it a 
foreign exhibition, shortly after --he had been 
hall starved by a California public, and 
iled by a California pii:.-s as its fos'ereil 
child of genius. 

Of these siruggies and triumphs Thatcher 
had no knowledge: yet lie was perhaps more 
start I'd than he would own to himself when 
one December day, he received this dispatch: 
"Come to W ashmgtou at once.—Carmen 
De JIaro." 

"Carmen De Haro!" I grieve to state that 
su"h wa» the preoccupation of this man, 
£-leeted by t'at** to lie the hero of the solitary 
amatory episode of thi^i story, that for a 
moment he could not, ic"all her. AVhen tho 
honest little figure that had so manfully stood 
up against him. and had proved her -e\ by 
afterwards running away from him, came 
i;a -k at last to his memory, lie was at lirst 
invstiiicd and then self reproachful. He had 
hi-cn. he felt vaguely, untrue to himself. He 
Llld been iviliiss lo t hesclf-eollfessei 1 daughter 
•if hi< enemy. Yet, why should she telegraph 
I-.. '  >.. .v..d si:.* <v • •••-

•f u r""' alMliese soeeinattons IT IS r-". i;5 — 
in. to his credit that he looked for no sentin:.ei»lal 

tir roiuantii' answer. Royal Thatcher was 
uaturaily mcKlest and self-depreciating in his 
relations to the other sex, as indeed most men 
who are apt to be successful with women 
generally are, despite a vast degree of super­
annuated bosh to the contrary. To the half 
tlozen women, who are startled by sheer au­
dacity into submission there are scores who 
are piqued by a self-respect fill patience: and 
where a woman has to do half the wooing, 
she generally makes a pretty sure thing of it. 

In liis liewilderment Thatcher had over­
looked a letter lying on his table. It was 

; from his Washington lawyer. The conclud­
ing paragraph caught his eye—"Perhaps it 
would be well if you came here yourself. 
Roscommon is here: anil they say there is a 
niece of Onrcia's, lately appeared, who is 
likely to get up a strong social sympathy for 
the old Mexican. 1 don't know that they expect 
!o prove anything by her: but I'm told she is 
attractive and clover, and has enlisted tho 
•:\ mpathies i-1' the delegation." 'I ha teller laid 
the letter down a little indignantly. Strong 
men are: quite as liable a. v.'cak women are 
|o sudden iucoiisiv, -ncieson any o^.ie^-t ;on they 
may have ia common. Wha' right had lhi-i 
poor little bud he had ch' rislr-d—he vva <qiiito 
sai:.-lied now that he had cheri-hed her. and 
reailv had sulTercd from her absence —what 
rigid had sh" to snddi nly blo-soni in ti e sun-
i.ki:i" of power to be. perha]is, plucked and 
worn le.- one of his enemies. He did r.ot agree 
with his lawyer that sho was ia any way con-
ueeted with his enemies; he tri.sted to her 
mas' iiline loyalty that: far. But here was 
something vaguely dangerous lo the feminine 
tniml — po.-liion. thiltery. power, lie ivas al-
most as tirnilv satisfied now thai he had been 

' lvror.•*.••! ami neglected as he had liecu posi-
;:\ea few laonients b'.foi-e thai lie had. been 
i-s.ns; i:: hi- altct-lion. The irritat ion. al-^ 

•;!:oi: momentary. v,:v-enough lo 
I-

a:id. ! 

,l:t 1-
nan: 
1 n!. 

I , .  ft 

in : 

S in i .wi l  

i I 
i ' .  and : 
r t he i |e|; 
1:^ hi­

ed t< 
the 

•  l o  Wr .  

partly • 1: 
;e> was in 

made a 

Sail 
sn nr. 
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\ .  

f. ej ;i w i*oi: g i i i reel jo: i, lie kep4 im laliier 
l i s : .  ; : , ;  • ; ;  I  *  a n  i i i e i ' i i - i s t  e n -  ' V  '  o  h  : : : i - c l N e t  
• • v.-a.- ii--: entirely sal i-lled lhai i , : -  ioiirnev 

., !,;:•'••. :< one. 'ill* i::ip'd-l \ e. **,. "i: it -
j-' •• - I ' .n ni ii 'led pi ielcie iy r-cMi-i! 

:v ain--: th.- :  i.:an. 
dir. a -nis'i pivrt. ••!' tl>" '.-res-'lit great 

'  i n u'.al ra:lr.ay at i'il-: .nee had 
eeii 1 • I ; 111. and «':••. but piers .u cii'vr end '<f |  
,i"-o!.ite sad vvi'. i .p.; 11 -. • ,-!s yet ui.bridg.--l. j 

• overlan.l Inivl.r lelt lb" iad .-it 
I ' e ' ] , . .  I s .  | .  I '  ,  a  -  i t  W . ' 1 ' e ,  civ  i l l / . . I  i t ' l l  > V  I I  I I  i t  I  

and. imi il h." reached I in- .•••bi .IV';-I iionlier, j 
I ' i" ri'S. I if hi • road vva-- • ml v 11:.- old eoi! ".l i .el; 
trail trnviled i v • •o iches  of lb.' (Ki rkied 
foinpanv. il:;ei ptiirv a part ot "Dev li s ( an-
yo:i," t!>«.• way was unpi -I ii '-esipie and. ltut; 
and the pas-.agi'of the ]'•"••!:> MI.aminiiis. far 
fpen sllggevt in;t I be alleged ('"etry that 
ivi-..:i, was oniv a reii'iin:!. '!* oi lco-e sleriie 
distances of a level New i'.ni. land land-cape. 
The journey was a dreary monotony Ili.it 
was scarcely enlivened by its •!•-.. omun'ts 
never aii'oiint :ng lo nelua! ,'iecid"nt oi-ni' -i-
I!I nt, but utlerl. ile-trn -t:ve to all nervini-. 
t:.".-;: '. liisanitV otten - npei'V eie-d. 'ilullic 
ti.lr-l .lav oil!." srid danl; Monk, driver, 
••pcaidug ea.-tiail;. but eiiarilal.lv of a "Inre" 
— "..a tile third day out. alter a.ving m> end 
of qne>i ions and gelling no answers, he tool: 
to chewing straws that he picked outer 
the cushion, and kussin' to hisself. From 
that very day I knew it was all over «it ii 
him, anil I handed him over to bis tneiids nt 
'Shy Ann,' strap;)"'! t" the back seat, ami 
rav in" anil eussin'at l 'cn lioliidr.y, the gen­
tlemanly proprit'tor." It is presumed that 
the unfortunate tourist's indignation ivas ex­
cited at the late Mr. Benjamin llollidiiy, then 
the proprietor of tho line—an evidence of his 
insanity that no one who knew that large-
hearted, fastidious and clegantly-eiiltiired 
California!!, since allied to foreign iiotumy, 
will for a moment doubt. 

Mr. Royal Thatcher was too old and.expe­
rienced a mountaineer to do aught tint accept-
patiently and cynically his brother Califor-
niaivs method of increasing his profits. As it 
was generally understood that any one who 
came from California by that route hud:some 
dark design, the victim reecivwl little sym­
pathy. Thatcher's equable temperament and 
indomitable will stood him in good stead, and 
heljH'd him cheerfully in this emergency, lie 
ntc his scant meals, and otherwise took curt* of 
thi functions of his weak human nature, when 
and where he could, without grumbling, and 
at times earned ever, ihe praise of his driver 
by his ability to "rough it." Which "rough­
ing it," by the way, meant the ability of tho 
passengers to accept the incompetency of the 
company. It: is true there were times when he 
regretted that he hail not taken the steamer; 
but then he reflected that he was one of a 
vigilance committee, sworn to hang that ad­
mirable man. the late Commodore Cornelius 
Vanderbi t, for certain practices ami cruelties 
done upon the bodies of certain steerage pas-
r. nerd's by his line, and for ilivers irregulari­
ties iii their transportation. I mention this 
fact merely to show how so practical and 
i.toiil a voyager as Thatcher might have eon-
founded the perplexities attending the admin-
isiraiio;i of a great steamship company with 
seltish gr 'ed and brutality: and that he. vvitU 
other Caiifoniians, may not have known the 
fact, i-incc recorded by the commodore's fam­
ily clergyman, tiiat the great millionaire was 
alway • true to the hymns of his childhood. 

Nevertheless, Thatcher found time to 1»? 
cheerful am! helpful to his fellow passengers, 
and even to be so far iuter.-sting to "Yuba 

at his disposal. "But.." nnid Thatcher in some 
concern, "the box seat -,vas purchased by that, 
oilier gentleman ia Sacramento. He paid ex­
tra for it, ran! his laiiuc'a on vour way bill:" 
'•That," mid Yuba BUI. sccr::l 'i:i!y, ".Kurt 
fet. ';ii i:J'.*. even i f he chartd the who|.- she­
bang. Look y::r, do you reckon I'm goin to 
spile mv temper by setting next to a man 
with a game And such at: eye! Gt» 
v.hill'-. in-l Why, darn my skin, the other 
'lay v I-: a wa , --'niig at Web l.t 

got dotvn and passed i'i front of the oir leader 
—that yer pinto e•->!;. that's l.t'n accustomed to 
Injiii.s. gri;:::lies and buffalo—and I'm ble-a id", 
when her eye tackled his, ef she didn't jist git 
up and rnr round that / reckoned I'd hev to 
go down and take them blinders oft '  from her 
eyes and clap on /lis." "But he paid liis 
money, and is entitled to his seat," persisted 
Thatcher. "Mebbe he is—in the office of the 
kempeny." growled Yuba Bill; "but it's time 
some folks knowed that out in the plains 
I ruu this yer team myself." A fact which 
was self-evident to most of the passengers. 
"I supjiose Ill's authority is as absolute ou this 
dreary waste as a ship captain's in mid 
ocean," exclaimed Thatcher to the baleful-
eyed stranger. Mr. Wiles—whom the reader 
has; recognized- assented with the public side 
of his face, but looked vengeance at Yuba 
Bill with the other, while Thatcher, innocent 
of the presence of .nie of his w orst enemies, 
placated Bill so far as to restore Wiles to his 
rights. Wiles thanked him. "Shall I have 
the pleasure of your company far.'" Wiles 
asked, insinuatingly. "To Washington." re--: 
plied Thatcher, frankly*. "Washington is y, 
gay city during the session," again suggest"!I 
the si ranger. "I'm going on business, saiil 
Thatcher, blunt iy. 

A trilling incident:, occurred at Pine Tree-
Crossing whi -ii did not heighten Yuba Bill's 
admiration of the stranger. As Bill opened 
the double locked box ill the "boot" of tho 
coach—sa.-red to Wells. Fargo cj Co.'s express 
and the t h er,'and company's treasures—Mr. 
Wii"s perceive d a small, black morocco porte-
niante.au among ihe parcels. "Ah. you carry 
baggage there, too;" he said, sweetly. "Not 
often," responded Yuba Biil. shortly. "Ah, 
this then contains valuables.'" "it. belongs to 
that man whose seat, you've got," said Yuba 
Bill, who. for insulting purposes of his own, 
preferred to establish the fiction that Wiles 
was an interloper, "and of he reckons, in »" 
sorter mixed kempeny like this, to lock up 
l.is portma'il!.-. I do;:'; know who's business . 
it. is. lilio' ooi.;mu"'t ih'il, lashiug himself 
into a simulated rage, -v. ho in blau! ' 
nii:g 1 hi-. \ or ram: j! e : Me'olic vi 
.•i!'in" up iliar 
Mebbe y • •'. 1 hill! 
with I hat lhar c 

i rim-
i.iuk, -

>:i th" bo:-: s.-al. you are. 
y ou kin see round corners 
• and kin pull up lor teams 

round corner-' ou .low u grades a mile ahead;" 
H::'. here Thatcher, who. vvil h something of 
l.aiiec:oi s c.,uc"i'u ior Modreil, had a noble 
pity for all inlinnilies. interfered so sternly" 
that Yuba Kill stopp"d. 

l):i the tout Ih day they struck a blinding, 
snow soii m while as.'ending th" drearv pla-
teaalhal li-'in eft rvv.'iid for I'.IM miles was lo • 
I to I heir lo. e I bed. 'I he iiorses, after j 1, milder* e 
mg through i!-. drift, gave out completely o* 
reaching th" next stat Ion and the pi'"speeH e 
uiiead. to all but ihe experience. 1 eye. lookcil 
doll lit fill. lew passengers advise,! takitcj 
tosledgi s, oih"is a postponement of ihe jour-" • 
lit-y i.iuIII Ihe weather changed. Yuba Bill 
alone was for pi e.sing forward as thev were. 
"Two nul'-s more and we're on the high 
grade, v. liar ll.e wind is strung enough to 
blow y.>ii ilnoiigh the windy and jlsi (icart. 
enough lo pack .iway r.ver Jlu'iu ilills every-, 
inch of HI. w that falls. I'll jist sUirmi-h 
lOund m ,.n.l . Mil .r t lieni drifts .<:i these four 
win-els ti hai- ;,e can't ilrag on" o' ths'ia flat 
boiioui.'d drv „oods boxes tluough a iliitt. 
I'-ill ii.id a '  'a!iloi'iiia. « hip's contempt for n 
slciige. I'.HI I, • was warmly seconded bv 

I li.il "lie)', u i i. • I iad I he lie\t bi'stllnugto ex-
l<eriei...-e. Hi,- u.siiiiei th..; taught him to read 
• •h.tinctrr. .nut iai\^' advantage of another 
man s experience. "Them t hat wants to stop 
l;ir. ito so, '  .-.iid Bill .iiiihoritativelv, cutting 
tbo Ooiill.ia Ui.oi. "them as wants to take a 
sledge can .!•' so, tliar's one in the barn 
Them *s wants lo go on with me and the 
relay will on " Mr. Wiles selected the 
sledge and a di u er. a few remained for the 
next stage, mid Thatcher, with two other*, 
iteclitw! to accompany Yuba Bill. These 
ohiliigrs t>-ok up some valuable time; and th«* 
storm continuing, the stage was rim under 
the slie<!, the passengers gathering around the 
station file;.tad not until after midnight did 
Yuba Bill put in the relays. "I wish you a 
go«xl joinn»iy." said Wiles, as lie drove from' 
tbe shetl «» I ' .ill catered. Bill vouchsafed i:o 
reply, but, addressing himself to the driver, 
said curtly, as if giving an order for tho de­
livery of goods. "Shore liiiu out at Bawling*, - ' '  
and parsed contemptuously around to the tail 
board of the sled, and returned to the harness­
ing of his relay. 

The moon came out and shone high as Yuba. 
Bill once more took the reins in his hands. 
Th« wind, which instantly attacked them ;u» 
they reached the level, seemed to make th* 
driver's theory plausible, and for half a unit, 
r.he roud bed was swept clean, and frozen 
hard. Further on a tongue of snow, extend­
ing from a bowlder to tho right, reached' 
across ftieir path to tho height of tw.> or tlire* 
feet. But Yulia Bill dashed through a part 
of it, ami l.y skillful maneuvering circurn-
vouted tlu- rot. But even as the obstacle 
w*s paasol. the coach dropped c.ith an 

I'n/xi f i t ! !  >i:cs  on Ike  t .>!» rI  in  an 

ominous lurch oil OIKI side, and the oil* f(u<! 
wheel flew nit in J)I« darkness. Bill lluet*-
the horses ba.-k on their haunches', b it l<efiire 
their inoinentiiiii • .>u!d be ctiecked. the tieui' 

[To be coiitinneil.] 
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