
THE BOOK OF AIOMIOX. i 

A FAC-ClT.'ilLE PAGE 0~ TH£ ORIGINAL I 
DOCUMENT. . ! 

Its Derlarat ion in Itcfereneo to I\ i i y r :.-i-
•uy—iT'.ic Original Manuscript Not in 
tile J'ossessioa of 'the Present r;Itiv:::ous« 
Their Anxiety to Ofciuiy It. 

Ill the town of Richmond, Mo.. i.? still liv­
ing at the ago of :-M years L>avi-.l Vi'luluier 
the only living witness to "tb-.! divine authen­
ticity of th" Book of Mormon/' llo is r.I.iO 
the possessor of the original manuscript or! 

this book, or "Mor-
mou Bible,'' as it is 
sometimes called. 
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religion is foundei 

ml^^y-'W^-then are they pre 
.10 Jf % teeK-d by the eon 

his_i::;!::uv-: i;-; ton p; intn- i:;:i::cd i'jittciNon, 
i;i i'i; :;-bi::vv. L ,i. ,t.i tins olii.-e worhwl .Sy<!-
i;ov Ki;;i^;i. i'iorv.\;i an ii'ivisot' i'i' p!i I 
!/:;:i.h._ P::Ui';se;i •••viif.v.l to pi:V I a 7.;r.. j 
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Wn.iia u< l'Ai'd on tUi-: it. .< m;.. j 
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religion. But there has long boon a sus­
picion that their creed has been -doc­
tored" to meet the desires of the "Lat­
ter Day Saints.'' This fact seems to be 
conclusively proved from a recent interview 
with Mr. Whitmer. The old jjentlemnn still 
clings tenaeiou>ly to liLs faith in the inspira­
tion of the original Book of Mormon, though 
he will seldom speak on tlio subject to those 
who are i«)ssiblv skeptics. To those who are 
intimate with him he descrilies the circum­
stances of the "vision-' in which the "goiil 
plates, held together by three rings and in­
scribed with strange characters, worn de­
livered by an angel to Joseph Smith in the 
presence of Oliver Cowdery, Martin Har­
ris anil myself." He also de.scriln.-f 
the trans'•>«••••"? k,t nn« Rpw.-tacles called "Uri:nv 

•ltd ''Thuminini, tiiruugh the aid of wli.oli 
the characters on the gold plates were de­
ciphered and the manuscript produced which 
lie holds of the Book of Mormon. Mr. Whit-
incr, Cowdery, Martin Harris and others lei ', 
the church, or, as they claim, the church leli 
them in 1n:;s. He retained the manuscript, 
which has been since much sought ul'tor In 
tho church. Tlio 
gold plates were /J* 
lost or stolen, so ' 
that the only ere 
denlials tho 
111011 church po--1 i'-'" 
senses is this maini-
script 01' 1 heh'3jg|^'j5$. kil j i  
llilllc. 'l'llev ha- 1' ^yJ 
trii-r) in every way -~v-
to get it out of Mr. 
V.'iii:nier's hands, spixta.•!.!•:* a:-."0 im.-'.t:: 

III 'sp.llwool' tli.. M.ii'ilioii l.p 's:le.-., i 
Pratt and .Joseph !•'. Sniilli. visit d Mr. Wi-.a 
llier for t ho e;:press parposi-ofootainili;; i a: s^ 
to them, preci.-us slieel.-. A p. -!!•• i'r;.".; sai.I 
"Father Whitmer, we desire to jiureha: • !a 
manuscript. and wo are authorized to sa; 
that yon may name yi,ur >n-i e, and c.vi:!- .-
patronizing air) be sure yon pi;!, tie- pri 
high enough, tor 1he chureh has j 11 • 1;!y • 
money in the treasury, you know.7' ?!i 
Whitmer replied, with quiet einp!.a:-i-
"Elder I'ratt, tliere isn't gold enough ii'. !. 
world to buy it.-' Before leaving Kiehmon 
Orson IYatt told the hotel proprietor tli,.•" 
they would v/iilingiy have paiii Mr 
Whitmer i?!0i),ii0U for the manuscripi 
One reason why the Mormon clutr. I-
was so anxious about this document 
Is shown in the accompanying fac­
simile reproduction of a portion of one of its 
pages. Mr. Whitmer kindly permitted an 
accurate tracing to be made, from which 0111 
engraving is produced. It is taken from tin 
second book of Jacob, sixth chapter. To 
assist the reader we give this iNtssag>> in type: 

IJehoM I>t»vid and Solomon truly lusd many 
wives anil ooaeubittt'S, wliioh thing was abomin­
able before Jlo. saith the Lord. Wheivfoiv, thus 
saitli the Ijord, I have led this l'eopl - Corth out of 
the land of Jerusalem by ihe power of niine arm. 
that I niight rais<' up uuto Me a ri^hl -oiis br.iuch 
frum the fruit of the loins of Joseph. When-foro 
I. the Lord (>od, will riot suUer that thiilVopl:' 
shall (lo like unto these of oM. Where fori, lay 
Brethren, hear Me and hearken to the word of taa 
Lord, for there shall not a man among you havo 
save it tie cue wife, and concubines he eh all liuvu 
none, for 1, the I.ord (Joit, uelighteih in the 
ehastit;- of v.-omcii. 

The language o" the first portion of this 
paragraph is so strong ugainst the vice of 
polygamy that it would not lieur reproduc­
tion here, but that which we have given 
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Oct.. i.yc't: Nol.'o.- s ht»rel>v lliRt iht 
foli*»»in,'; naiMt'4 ui:*r Iihm of h«r 
Mivpri'n to inHki> ti 11 ;t I pi oof in ^uj.jxrt of her 

ciniia. «hi1 secure I'.njil eniry tlit-nv.f. \iy: 
5 sill- r m H. E. No. M + f<»r :),o north* 

west 11 nrt« r > i' ^ i- 30. ip. Mf« n. r :>? \v, .miuI 
tifiwi's ib« f*IU'\viiiL' ht'i' wit's. \i/: olo 
V. Halkan. Hi !idcf!«cn. Oir llnivooiltiou 
niul Strn Nelson. ,\li »»f Murdrli 1)., l«r*= 
comity, !>. T. 

The t-Htininnr of clainumt an«l w !•» he 
lakfR b«4ior« A. T. |ir:iK**iv. fiiH ofl^-io 

it rk of the trohiifc conn. ,m\ Sh» rl.-« ok. Steele 
c.-niitv. IJ. T.. r\\  he -»Tth tiny of ho 
'rllllll'!'. A. 1>. 1^' \K. Ml liI*»rjV.o. 
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IirrCKV RTAM.KV. 
'J ho jiirlure ii'iv givt'n of tho African ox-

p!oi*or will pros*'iil Hint to i»u»' roa<l»-ix in a 
now faoo. Tlio jHtrtnul «»f hun tuoiihar lt» 
iMoxt i-> th,iL"f .*1 worn, thin looUin£ 
vnim;; mun with whi!*» hair un»l a Murk 
tnuMurho. Ho siioo.r«l i:i ovory ientur^ tli» 
p.-nis h" h:lii pusso'l. 

lloro, howfVi-r, w-» li.ivo a hninlsomo, wol! 
fotl man, who luok< n.: if I ho worM went. *»••! y 
wi'il NMlh him. lyi ns Imj|hs it ilo's. Thoiv 
is iiolrniy m Amorioa v\|?i» tu»«* to Immim.U: 
tin* mtv'ii-os Sianl'*y pt-rforniftl for }.c,,n;r* 
t'ajihy, it tool; tho ^:sv.-uils tif lv.n«'|>-4 to • I*• 
i hat. SLanlov luis jn^t arrivod in hi^ own ] 
o:usti,y. to m iU'* ii I»*• ir of • tni ni;^ t!u- | 
\ i n! »t. May ho l>* >jit,f,N^fnl. !!•• i> a! 
«uv" iv.'i'i .'iivl Mi: \ lii-snlo*, "hat, I-«i i •- a j 

•-•wvpa j M-r man. an< i t iio.i' tl^or vo ^u« rr >. ij 
i:i'-ir un i« rtaui:i.' a!5>l»o.{v do»-s. 'i'Sp-y I 
:.n».-l)y wtii; .i'tj'/i. It is ^ai't Sl;.;- j 
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vt:;:::. \ tees istew elevator. 
t-ev\ in,n huvi bad so adventurous ;i tile. ] 
; <nri;ig the war li" served 1 n>1 11 in the t'nn- j 

• lerai.e and the I'nimi armies. 'i'hen be j 
wa .deri.vl away to iind Livingstone, anil in ! 
•uioLh'-r journey exolnri'-d the Congo. Those | 
are his two greatest exploits. After be found 
Livingstone, tjlueen Vii.'tona presente<l In the 
na;;i"lcs:i orphan Welsh boy a gold snufl' box. 
llis Congo explorations opened up to civilized 
man a water way nearly li,00U miles h>ng, 
through a rich and iMipulous countr)'. 
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tobacco a -in, a;;.I i innnanidiii.^ i;..;.r. j-
sion.' The Matter was taken nti and joljed 
about. 0:1 • of the brethren sa^ivestin;; thai 
the rev.- lalio;; should also provide ;V.r a totaj 
abstincU'v lrom tea and coll'ec iirii»!-;in.y, in-
tending this as a counter 'llis' at the sisu-r^ 

enough thw «ul>jucl wait «ai«rwiu'ii btiota 
«p iadcad earnest, and the'Word of Wis-
4om' advising against the use of tobacco, taa 
•nd coffeo was the remit." 

That Mr. Whitmer was Imposed on origin* 
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heiti.T »i diviuf rr>.'elation in 1*::; is n-»! - vc r 
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it:'J ,'im '"i.":'" 
here shown, it was exhibited at the recent i x "~l " : eutrv thi-r.-of. v 

any hotel  on the 

SANBORN & CCX)PERSTOWN RAILROAD. 
iX';-:. L.-i-ooi'.ion, and,  we* are tol-, sUra-Uu 
much attention. Dr. Pendler, vioe director 
of tb« exposition, wrote of the figure that it 
was a "convincing portrait of tfae calm, clear 
thinking, self reliant man." Tho general 
orpine fVo 
ui<. . c .i-ji a (;.••.»{ : i ...i> _____ 

• I'T.'-sfhr.rei^hly the man v.iio never ! (_• L VV) ME. 

A j-r.cd T.' tn r.rI.ivcry jr.lef i-r.cc'.'cr. T :t!" t*T V.rw JS& 

S- rii;!*-l \. M»rkv.,fo'l. !t. K. No. Jii i .  for tli^ 
•w it •( m»c. 11. ij». i-o u.,.. .s w. uuJ u»mes the 
fellowlnf a* bi« witse«)M. vis; Andrew w.«tn, 
JoimdI i Millrr, Benjamin Weilman, Eaul M**o. 
all 01 Ltc f. O., D*kota. 

Tb* testimony ef claimHnt and nltneea^f <• be 
tr.k<-a before the jndes of the probate court fee 
c-i'-r" ̂ "ii.. T>. T.. *l C»oft»r<fewn. 0. T., ea 
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• ;» • -1r:11 . V.e iiii: P. Isav im r. l:i-^;»ti-r. i 
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