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tiling but tlie business before nun, ne eamuy 
awiltr'l the intruder. 

She came, uml fur an instant stood, hesitat­
ingly, herself as.i picture in Hit-door. 
Mrs. llopklnsoli ivas right.—SIIOIIINI "imstyle,1' 
unless an original mid lmlf foreign ipnilutness 
could tm called to. There was a desperate at­
tempt visible to ooitiljine an American shawl 
with the habits of a mantilla, and it. vva> al-
e»my slipping from one shoulder, that was so 
stipple and vivacious as to betray the detloieii-
«lee of an education in stays. There was a 
clutter of black curls around her low fnr«. 
•lead, fitting her so closely as to seem to 1)4 
fjart of the sealskin cap she More. Once, frooi 
tb« force of habit, she attempted to put her 
ahawl over her head and talk through the 
folds gathered under her chin, but an aston­
ished look from the senator checked her. 
Nevertheless he ielt relieved, and, rising, mo­
tioned her to a chair with u heartiness be 
would have scarcely Aown to a Parisian toil-
luta. And «lieu, with two or three quick, 
long steps she readied his side and showed a 
/rank, innocent but strung and determined 
little face, feminine only in its Hash of eye 
and beauty o£ lip and chin curves, he put 
down the pamphlet, lie had taken up some­
what ostentatiously atnl gently begged to 
know her busi»ie»«. 
* 1 think 1 have once lief ore spoken of lier 

voire—an organ more often cultivated by my 
fair rountry women for singing than for 
speaking, which, considering that mucli of 
our practical relations with the sex 
are carried on without the aid of 
an opera score, seems a mistaken no­
tion of theirs—and of its sweetness, 
gentle inflexion, and musical emphasis. She 
had the advantage of having been trained in 
a musical language, and came of a race with 
whom catarrhs and sore throats wore rare. 
So that in a few brief phrases she sang the 
senator into acquiescence as she imparted 
tbe plain libretto of ber business—namely, a 
".desire t'JAii H'JUii of !'•» r.'ir- r.-ivin-1- '' 

How the engravings In question -were cer­
tain etchings of the early Great Apprentice* 
of the art. and were, I am happy to believe, 
extremely rare. From my unprofessional 
View tliov were exceedingly bad—showing 
die mere genesis of something since perfected, 
but dear, of course, to the true collector's 
soul: I don't believe that Carmen really ad­
mired them either, lint the mitix knew tlmt 
the senator prided himself on having the 
only'pot hook.*' ot't lie£'reat *A,'ortlie lirst ar­
tistic efforts of *B*—i leave the real names to 
be filled in by the connok-eu;-,—and thn 
senator became interested. For th" last 
year, two or three of these abominations had 
been hanging in his study, utterly ignored by 
the casual visitor. Hut here v;is apprecia­
tion! "She war.." -lie added, "only a poor 
young art isl. unable to purchase such treas­
ures, but" equally unable to iv-ist ill'1 oppor­
tunity afforded her. even .".1 the I'M; of -vming 
bold, or of obtruding upon a great man's 
privacy." etc.. etc. 

This l'lattery. which, if O II'I T :;! hi the usual 
legal tender of the country, w iu!.l haw been 
looked upon a> i-ount'en'.'it. duiv. red hi-re ill 
;i foreign accent. wif]> a slightly tropical 
warmth, was- a.-'-ep'"'! l.y the itor 
genuine. The-e chiMi---:! of th" i'.rc >o 
impulsive! We, of cotir.-e. f-i'l a little pity 
l'or the person who th;:-- traiis'.-end.-oni-stand-
nru of g'oi.n! inste and vioiMtes our ennveu-

tiouu! canon—but tis« y are always sincere. 
Ths cold New Kngii-.tyler saw nothing wrong 
in one or two direct and extravagant compli­
ments, that would have insured his visitor's 
early dismissal if tendered in the clipi>ed me­
tallic phrases of the commonwealth he rep-
a-esented. 

So that in a low moments the black, curly 
licad of the little arti-t and the white, llowing 
locks of the senator were close together bend­
ing over the rack that contained the engrav­
ings. It was then that Carmen, listening to 
a graphic description of the early rise of art 
in the Netherlands, forgot herself and put her 
shawl around her Lead, holding its folds in 
licr little brown hand. In this situation they 
were, at different times during the next two 
liours, interrupted by live congressmen, three 
•senators, a cabinet otlieer ami a judge ot the 
KUl ireme bench—each of whom v, as quickly 
but courteously dismissed.. Popular senti­
ment, however, broke out in the hall. 

••Well, i'mblank'-i.l. but this gel-mc." (The 
speaker was a territorial d--legat».i 

over pie­

men, "and 1—1 uni but—look you—only a 
poor girl from California, that you know 
not.1' 

'•I'ardon ine, I know your country well." 
And indeed In: could have told her the exact 
number of bushels of wheat to tho aire in her 
own county of Monterey, its voting popula­
tion, its politieul bias. Yet of the more im­
portant product In-fore hiin. after the manner 
of book-read men. ho knew nothing. 

Carmen was astonished, but respectful. It 
transpired presently that sho was not aware 
of tiia rapid growth of tho silkworm in her 
own district, knew nothing of the Chinese 
question, and very little of the American 
mining laws. Upon those questions the sen­
ator enlightened her fully. "Your name is 
historic, by tho way,'" ho said pleasantly 
"There was a Knight of Alcantara, a 'do 
Haro,' one of the emigrants with La Casus."' 

Carmen nodded her head quickly. ''Yes: 
my great-great-g-r-e-a-t grandfather!'' 

The senator stared. 
"Oh, yes. I am the niece of Victor Castro, 

who married my father's sister." 
"Tho Victor Castro of the 'Blue Mass' 

mine''" asked the senator abruptly. 
"Yes,'' she said quietly. 
Had the senator been of the Oashwiler type 

he would have expiussed himself, after the 
average masculine fashion, by a long-drawn 
whistle, ttut his only perceptible apprecia­
tion of a sudden astonishment au.l suepicion 
in his mind was a lowering of the social 
thermometer of the room so decided that jtoor 
Carmen looked up innocently, chilled and 
drew her shawl closer around her shoulders. 

"I have something more to ask," said 
Carmen, hanging her head—"it is a great, oh, 
a very great favor." 

The senator had retreated behind his bas­
tion of books again, and was visibly prepar­
ing for an assault. He sa'.v it all now. He 
»vid been, in some vague way, deluded. He 
had given confidential audience to tbe nieco 
of one of the Great Claimants before con­
gress. The inevitable ax had coipo to the 
grindstone. What might not this woman 
dare ask of him ? He was the more tmplaea-
ble that he felt he had already been prepos­
sessed—and honestly prepossessed—in her 
favor. He was angry with lier for having 
pleased him. Under the icy polidi of his 
manner there were certain l'uritan callosities 
caused by early straight lacing. He was not 
yet quite free from his ancestor's cheerful 
ethics that Nature, as represented by an Im­
pulse. was as much to be restiaincd as Urder 
represented by a Quaker. 

V\ ithout.apparently noticing his manner, 
Carmen went on, with a certain potential 
freedom of style, gesture and manner scarcely 
to bu indicated in her n.ere words. -you 
know, then, I an of Spanish blood, and 
that, what was my adopted country, our 
motto was *(.io:l and Liberty.' It was of you, 
sir—the great Emancipator—the auostle of 
that Liberty—the friend of the down-trodden 
raid oppressed—that I. as a child, first knew. 
In the histories of this great country I have 
read of you. 1 have learned your orations. I 
have longed to hear you in your ow n pulpit 
deliver the creed of my ancestors. To hear 
you. of your-elf, speak, all! .V.:>.dr~ • ir- ilios! 
what .-hall I say—speak the oral ion el,, juent 
—to make ih<—what you call—th" debate, 
that is what I have l'oi- so loi-g hoped. F.ii! 
I'ardon—yr a are thinking r.w foolish—wild, 
eh: —a small ciiiid —eh/'' 
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4To hear ijou, of yoursclf, swale. 
Becoming more and more dialectical as she 

went on. she said suddenly, "I have you of 
myself otfend-d. You are mud of me as a 
bold, bud chilil.' It is so 

The senator, as visibly beccnvjig limp and 
weak again behind his cntroiv-im: -tits, man­
aged lo say, "Oh, no!" tiun "really!" and 
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member from Dakota.i 
•'This -ouni's f,v l.:< itro'.raeb-d siieii'.e 

during the sessions." ;A seriou-s colli:agae 
i'loin the senator'^ own state.) 

"Oh, blank it all!'" (Onmes.) 
Four went home to tell their wive?. There-

are few things more touching in the matri­
monial compact than the superb frankness 
•with which each eonlides to each t lie various 
irregularities of their friends. It is upon 
these sacred confidences that the firm founda­
tions of marriage rest unshaken. 

Of eoursc the objects of this comment, at 
least one of them, were quite oblivious. 4-I 
trust,1' said Carmen, timidly, when they had 
for the fourth time regarded in rapt admira­
tion an abominable something by some Dutch 
*roodchopper, "I trust I am not keeping you 
from your great friends"—her pretty eyelids 
were cast down iu tremulous distress—"I 
should never forgive myself. Perhaps ib is 
important business of the state)*' 

"Ob, dear, no! Titty will come again—it's 
their basin ess." 

The senator meant it kindly. It was as near 
•fb* perilous edge of • compliment aa your 
••erage cultivated Boston man ever ventures, 
aad Carmen picked it np, femtaifiriy, by its 
aeatimental end. "And I suppose I shall nat 
feouble you againr 

"I shall always be proud to place the port-
ItoUo at y our disposal. Command me at any 
ttrae," said tbe senator, with dignity. 

"You are kiud Too are good." said Car* 

the liti-1 ei* thi - : r 
ua'e ir .-aid 1 ia>t ii\ .ial 

"that, you seem to have been unfortunate in 
your selection of acquaintances, and still 
more so in your ideas of the derivations of 
tlie English tongue. The—tr—the—er—ex­
pressions you have quoted are not common 
to Host on, but emanate, I believe, from tha 
west."' 

Carmen l)e Haro contritely buried every­
thing but her black eyes in her shawl. 

"Xo one," ho continued, more gently, sit­
ting down again, "has the right to forecast 
from inv past what I intend to do in the fu­
ture. or designate the means I may choose to 
serve the principles I hold or the party I rep­
resent. Those are my functions. At the 
same tinie should occasion or opportunity — 
for we are within a day or two of the close 
of the session—'" 

"Yes," interrupted Carmen sadly, "I S.-H_— 

it will lie some business, some claim, sonic-
thing for somebody—nil! Madro de bios— 
you will not speak, and I——" 

'•When do you think of returning.'"' asked 
the senator, with grave politeness; "when are 
wo to lose youi"' 

"I shall stay to the last—to the end of tho 
session," said Carmen. "And noio I shall 
go." She got up and pulled her sliawl 
viciously over her shoulders, with a pretty 
pettislr.ie;o. perhaps the most feminine thing 
sh? had <t we that evening. Possibly, tho 
most genuine. 

The senator smiled affably: ''You do not 
deserve to be disappointed in either case; but 
it is later than you imagine; let ine help you 
on the shorter distance in my carriage; it is 
at the door." 

He accompanied her gravely to the car­
riage. As it rolled away she buried her little 
figure in its ample cushions and chuckled to 
herself, albeit u little hysterically. . When 
she had reached her destination she found 
herself crying, and hastily, and somewhat 
angrily, dried her eyes as she drew up at tho 
door of her lodgings. 

"How have you prospered?" asked Mr. Har-
lowe. of counsel for Koval Thatcher, as ho 
gallantly assisted her from the carriage. "I 
have been waiting here for two hours; your 
interview must have been prolonged—that 
was a good sign.'' 

"Don't ask me now," said Carmen, a little 
6avagely, "I'm worn out and tired." 

"Mr. Harlowe bowed. "I trust you will lie 
better to-morrow, for we expect our friend, 
Mr. Thatcher."' 

Carmen's brown cheek flushed slightly. 
"He should have been here lie tore. Whore is 
he? What was he doing 

"Tie was snowed up on the plains. He is 
coming as fast as steam can curry him; but 
be may be toi > late " 

Carmen did not reply. 
The la wyer lingered. "How did you find 

the great New England senatorr" he asked, 
with a slight professional levity. 

Cartnen was tired, Carmen was ori led, 
Car-on wa.- a little self-reproachful, and sho 
kindled easily. Consequently she said, icily: 

'•I him a ycnilemun 

CHA1TEU XV. 

Iiov.' ;r U N F I N I S H E D  ncst:n:ss. 

The clcsitr: Of the congress was not tin-
liko ilia c'o&itig of tlu- sevoi-al jjivceuhig con 

pxssi.s. There was the same unl>ti.siness--hk?, 
impractical haste: the same hurried, unjnsfc 

and utterly inadequate adjustment of unlin-
fchct 1, ill-digested 1 >usiness, that would not have 
been tolerated for a moment by the sovereign 
people in any private interest they con-
troled. There were frauds rushed through; 
there were long-suffering, righteous demands 
shelved; there were honest, unpaid debts dis­
honored by scant appropriations; there were 
closing scenes which only the saving sense of 
American humor kept from being utterly 
vile. The actors, the legislators themselves, 
knew it, and laughed at it; the commentators, 
the press, knew it and laughed at it; the 
audience, the great American people, knew it 
and laughed at it. And nobody for an in­
stant conceived that it ever, under any cir­
cumstances. might IK? otherwise. 

The claim of Roscommon was among the 
unfinished business. The claimant himself, 
haggard, pathetic, importune and obstinate, 
was among the unfinished business. \ arious 
congressmen, more or less interested in the 
success of the claim, won- anion;.; the unfin­
ished bu'-h:e.". The member from I resno 
who had changed his derringer for a speed: 

ugr.in-t the claimant, was the imiin-

eaixd—lie 

;mg. etc. 

TL 
\n fact. we.i con /ine-',;— thai. !;i* 
this session was required more a 
the committee work, than i:i s^ 
etc. 

"Ah,'" sail I Carmen sadly. l;it is true, then, 
all this that 1 have heard., JL is true that 
what they have told me—that you have given 
up the great party—that your voice is not 
longer heard in the old—what you call this— 
eh—the old issues';" 

"If any one lias told you that. Miss De 
Haro," responded the senator sharply, "ho 
has spoken foolishly. You have been misin­
formed. May I ask who—" 

"All!" said Carmen, "I know not! It is in 
the air! I am a stranger. Perhaps I am de­
ceived. But it is of all. I say to them, When 
shall I hear him speak? I go day after day 
to the Capitol, I watch him—tho great eman­
cipator—but it is of business, eh?—it is tbe 
claim of that one, it is the tax, eh? it is tbe 
impost, It is tbe postoffice, but it is the great 
speech of human rights—never, never. I say, 
'How arrives all thisf And some say, and 
shake their heads, 'Never again he speaks.' 
He is .what you call 'pUyed—yes, it Is so, ibl 

played out.' I know it nat—it is a word 
from Bos-ton, perhaps! They say he has 
eh, I speak not tbe English well—the party 
he has shaken, 'shook*—yes—he has the party 
'shaken,' «?k» It is right—it is the language 
of i>os-toa, ehF 

"Permit ma to say, Kiss De Haro," r»» 
tareed the senator, rising with some aspaiitft 

If we cannot all have Christmas Trees, we 
can all glance down the long aisle at Whidden 
Bros.' Store and see an unequaled display ol 
household and Christmas Goods 
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liljfirfr- * 

Single or Double Rigs J 
With, or Without Driver; and Saddle Horses at all 

times. Land Hunters and Sportsmen unit find 
the accommodation at this Stable equal-

to all their necessities. 
The patronage of the farming public is respectfully solicited. Ail stock left in 

the stable will be carefully attended to, at the lowest living prices. 

OWING TO THE DEMANDS OF THE 

i is'.ied business. Th" j.'if!-' 1 ia:-lv>viler. \:i;e;i>v 
j in his son' over e< r;:i.in other n'tiiuisheil 
j ness in »1:*. s'!:-!-.' of Lis mi.-s^'u' leilers, but 
I drojn.in.-r ol! an 1 homy as lie min.Lvl. d with 
j his brother-, '.-.as hhv^ of in':.-rule and lord of 

the uiihi'.Uhe.l bu.-in._ss. iYetty Mrs. llopkin-
son, prudently escorted by her husband, but 
imprudently ogled by admiring congressmen, 
lent the charm of lier presence to the finishing' 
of •.mlinished business. One or two editors, 
who had dreams of :i finished financial busi­
ness, arising out of unfinished business, were 
there also, like ancient bards, to record with 
psean or threnody the completion of unfin­
ished business. Various unclean birds, scent­
ing carrion in unfinished business, hovered in 
the halls or roosted in the lobby. 

The lower house, under the tutelage of the 
gifted Gashwiler, drank deeply of Roscom­
mon and his intoxicating claim, and passed 
the half-empty bottle to tho senate as unfin­
ished business. But, alas I in the very rush, 
and storm, and tempest of the unfinishing 
business, an unlooked-for interruption arose 
in the person of a great senator whose power 
none could oppose, whose right to free and 
extended utterance at all times none could 
gainsay. A olalm for poultry, violently 
seized by the army of Sherman during his 
mar eh through Georgia* front the hencoop of 
an alleged loyal Irishman, opened a constitu­
tional question, and with it tbe lips of the 
great senator. 

For seven hours ho spoke eloquently, earn-
wuu.iaviu^l/. i'of seveu tiui uld 

I To becoctinued.] 

Upon my time and attention, after the first day of 
January, 1887,1 shall give up my offcee oi County 
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