wdis oat for OIG)OOO That money—Ned's
smoney—he sends to Sacramento, for ho don't

atin’ to leave the kintry, for some of the boys
milow to kill him on sight. So ef you're'
weantin’ to hunt suthin’, thar's yer ‘chance,
snd you needn't go inter the snow to do it.”
“But surely the law can rocover this
smoney ?” said Hale indignantly. “It isasin-
&amous a robbery as"—, - He stopped as be
eaught Zenobia's eye. :
. “Eg last night's, you were goin' to say.

Tl call it more, Them road agents don't.

jlmnd to be your friend=but take yer
anoney and run thelr risks. “For el ) tho
$aw, thagcau't help yer.? .

" “I¢'s a skin game, and you mixht ez wtll
mxpect towecover & gambling debt from a
ahort card sharp,”-explained Clinch; “Falk-
mear oughter shot him on sight.” ’

_'“Or the boys lynched him,” suggested
“RMawlins,
"¢ think,” said Hale, more reflectively,
*that in the absence of legal remedy a man.
*of that kind should have been forced under
-strong physical menace to give up his ill-
gotten gains.  Themoney was tho primary
sbject, and if that could be got® without
Bloodshed—which scems to me a “useless
exrime—it would be quite as effective. Of
oourso, if there was resistance or retuliation,
8 might bo necessary to kill him.” g

‘He had unconsciously fallen into his old
didactic and dogmatic habit of speech, and
gerhaps, under the spur of Zenobia’s eyes, he
hdgivmusmmummlemph-dx A dead
allshos followed, in which the others reganled
Sim with amused and gratified surprise, and
#t was broken only by Zenobis rising and
Solding out ber hand, “Shakel”

Hale raisod it gallantly and pressed his lips
om the one spotless finger.

“That's gospol truth. And you ain't the
fret white 1nan to say it.”

axml" hughed Hale.

‘q}'or"u Lué!"

.CHAFTER VL

‘I‘ho hughwr that followed was Interrupted
By a sudden barking of the dogs in the outer
olearing. Zenobia rose laxily and strods tu
the window. It relieved Hale of certain
smbarrassing reflections sugygested by Ler
com.aent.

«J¢. f¢ ain't that God-forsaken fool Dick
Sringing up passengers from the snow bound
ap stagein the romd! I reckon I've gob
suthin’ to say to that!” But the later appear-
amos of the apologetic Dick, with the assur
anoe that the party carried a permission from
Reor father, granted at the lower station in
wiew of such .an emergency, chécked ber ac-
Bive opposition. “That's like paw,” she solilo-
gized aggrievedly; “shuttin’ us up and set-
8ia’ the dogs on everybody for a week, and
Shen letting the whole stage service pass
Shrough one door and out at another. Well,
' his house and his whisky, and they kiu
take it, but they don’t get me to help ’em.”

They certainly were not & prepossessing or
good natured acquisition to the party. Apart
m&euauralum‘onlm which, on such
m:. thoss in possession always feel
toward :the new comer, they were strongly
‘tmelined ‘to resfst ‘the ‘dissatisfied ‘querulous-
@ess and aggressive attitude of these fresh
spplicants for hospitality. The most offensive
one was a person. who appeared .to exercise
some authority over the others. He wasloud,

“Who was ﬂn

chair vacated by Zeiobia, aud called for
some liquor.

4] peckon you'll hev to help yourself,” said
. Rawlins dryly, as the summons met with no
xesponse, “There are only two women in
lhohonse,undlreckonﬂwlr hnnds are full

already.” Bt
. %] call it d—d undvﬂ treatment,” said
ﬁ_o man, raising his voice; “and Hennicker
had better sing smaller if be don't want lils
ﬂdnpnnlddawnmdu He ain't any
than pq ﬂ-s bv been picked up

p Mow® ;

®You oughter tcld Mln ﬂnt,and mebb

ipretext of lookin® for the robbers”

"“lﬂl-ehl"-bd“vﬂu. RSO
‘“Not ‘80 much ez they ' ‘might Nev.. 'ﬂﬁt
fool Harkins had $100,000 in greenbacks

. Mnﬂhncﬂlmmhmolﬂ.w.

and gave it to.a friend, Bill Guthrie, in'the
bank to pick: out some unlikely chap among
the passengers to take charge of it to Reno,
He wouldn't trust the express. Ha! bal”

- The'dead, oppressive silence that followed
hhenmyhuhmmumdmmw
ficdal-. Rawlins beld his breath and Jooked
‘at Clinch, Hal-. with the Mneu of a're
fined, mensitive man, turned hot with the
embarrassnient  Clinch should have shown.
For tbat gentleman; without lifting his oyes
from tho fire; and: with no apparent change
in his demeancr, lazily asked: :

“Ye didn't keteh the name o’ that nassen-

{id
":NMIy. no! For when Guthric. hears
what was said agin him be wouldn't give his
sawe antil be heard from him.”

“And what was said agin him?” asked
Clinch musingly.

“What would be said agin @ man that give
wp that sum o' money, fike a chaw of to-
bacco, for the asking? 'Why, thers were bus
three men, as far e3 we kin hear, that did the
Job. And there were four passongers fuside,
anned, and the driver and express messenger
o\ thebox. Bix were robbed by three!—they
weare a sweef scented lot! Reckon they must
hev felt mighty smail, for I hear they got up
and skedaddled from the station under the
He
laughed again, and the laugh was noisily re-
prated by his five companions at the other
el of the room,

Male, who had forgotten that the stranger
was only echoing a part of his own criticism
of eight hours bLefore, was on the point of
Hising with burning cheeks and angry indig-
nation, when the: lazily upliftel eyve of
Clinch caught his, and absolately held - him
down with its paralyzing and deadly signifi-
cance. Murdor itself scomed to Jook from
those cruelly quiet ‘and . remorseless gray
pupils. For a moment he forgot his:own
rege in this glimpse of Clinch’s implacahle

treventment; for a moment ho felt a thrill of

pity for the wretch who had provoked it.
He remained motionless and fascinated in
bis chair as the lazy lids closed like a sheath
over Clinch's eyes ugain, Rawllm, who had
probubly réceived the, same glnnco of warn-
ing, remained equally stiL

“They haven't heand the last of it yet, you
bet,” continued the infatuated stranger.
“I've got a little statcment hers for the
newspaper,” ho'added, drawing some papems.
from: his pocket; “suthin’ I Just run off in
the coach as I camealong. ‘1 ‘reckon it
show things up in & new light. It's time

‘thiete should be some change. All the cuss-

in''that's boan usually done bé héen*by the
passsngers agin the express and stage com-
pany. I propose thatthe company shonld
do a little cussin’ themselves. See? P'raps
you don’t mind my readin’it to ye? It
Just spicy encugh to suit them newspaper
chaps.” A ) i

“@ on,” said Cal. Clinch quictly.

The man cleared his throst, with the pre-
liminary pose of authorship, and his five
friends, to whom the compasition was ovi-
dently not unfamiliar, assumed anticipatory
smiles,

I call it ‘Prize Pusillanimous Pa.-on-
gors.’ Sort of ruus easy off tho tongue, you
know. ]

“‘It now appears that the succes of the
late stage coach robbery neur the summit was
largely due to the pusillanimity —not to use a
mwore serious word'"— He stopped and
looked explanatorily toward Clinch: “Ye'll
sos in & minit what I'm gettin' at by that pu-
sillanimity:of the passengers themselves. ‘It
now transpires that there.were only three
robbers who attacked the coach, and that al-
though passongers, driver and oxpress mes-
senger wero (ully armed and werc double the
number of their assailants, not a shot was
fired. We mecan no reflections upon the well-
known courage of Yuba Bill, uor the experi-
ence and coolness of Bracy Tibbetts, the
courteous express messenger, both of whom
bave since confessed to have boen more than
astonished at the Christian and lamhlike sub-
mission of the insiders. Amusing stories of
some laughable yet sickening incidents of the
occasion—such as grown men kueelitig in the
road aud offering to strip themselves com-:
pletely it their lives were only spared; of one
of the passengers hiding under the sodt, and
ouly being dislodged by pulling his coat tails,
of incrediblo sums promised, and even olfers
of menial service for the pmrvauon of -their
wretched carcasses—are received with tho
greatest gusto; but we are in possession of
facts which may lend to more sericus accusa-
tions. - Although one of $be passengers is said
to bave lost a large sum of wmoney intrusted
to bim, while attempting with barefaced
effrontery to'establish a rival “carrying”
business in one of the express company’s own
coaches’—I call that a good point.”" He in-
terrupted himself to.allow the unrestrafned
applause of his own party, - “Don't yout” °

“It's just h—1IL" said Clinch, musingly. '

€Yot the affair,”’ resutmed the stranger,
from his manuscript, “ ‘is ‘locked up in great
and suspicious mystery. Tba presence of
Jackson N, Stanner, eeq.’ (that's ive), *special
Getective agent to the company, and his stal®
im town, fe & gveraaty that the mystiry will

‘e tharoughly probed * uwpﬂﬂth‘

0 please the company,” he again deprecat-

ingly explained. '“ ‘We are ‘indebted te this

nu-mues." i g8 3
ﬂbﬂdmmu-ﬂhuq&h

-‘&m nhtqw

. | om ses; e uuhq-lhhd‘dn
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“That's the peist wlﬂ l MMI."»

" | action finally decided “him.

» y‘guonu

““lican't say-ee dquuﬂh you,eaid the

colonel dryly.: Be hr.l,uulﬂ\vltbut ;

muhhmnlmm&odootd‘
the T00m which Zenobia had entered.. ‘The
ey was on' the. inside, but Clinch’gently

opined ‘the doer; removed thedey, and clos- .

ing tho door again locked it from his side,

Hale and Rawlins felt their hearts beat |

quickly; - the others follewed .Clinch's slow
movements and downcast mien with amused
curlosity. After locking. the 'other outlet
from the room and putting the keysin his
pocket, Clinch returned to the fire. For the
first time he lifted hiseyes; the man nearest
bim shrank back in terror.

“I am the man,” ho said slowly, taking de-
liberate breath between his sentences, “who
gave up these: greenbacks to the robbers.. I
am one of the three passengers you bave
Jampooned ia that paper, and these gentle-
men beside me are the other two.” He stop-
ped and looked around him, “You don't be-

lieve that three mem ‘can back' down. six!.

Well, Tl show you how it can bedone.
More than that, I'll show you how one man
can do it; for, by the living God, if you
don't hand over that paper I'l1 kill you where
yousit! I'll give you until I count ten; #f
one of you moves be and you are dead men—
but you first!”

Before he had finished speaking Hale and
Rawlins had both risen, as if in concert, with
their weapons drawn. Hale could not tell
how or why he bad done so, but he was
equally conscious, without knowing why, of'
fixing his eye on one of the other party, and
that he should, in the event of an affray, try
to kill him. He didmot attempt to reason;
he only knew that he should do his best to
kill that man and perhaps others.

“One, " said Clinch, lifting his derringer,
StwOo—1three"———

“Look here, colonel—I swear I didn’t know

it was you. Come—d—n it!" I say—scs
here,” stammered Stanner, witl white cheeks,
not daring to glance tor aid to his stupefied
party, :

*Four—flve—six"——

“Wait! Here!” He produced tho paper
and threw it on the floor.

*Pick it up and hand it to me, Seven-

eight”
_ Stanner hastily scrambled to his feet, picked
up the paper, and handed it to the colonel
‘I was only joking, colonel,” he said, with a
forced laugh.

“I'm glad to bear it. But as this joke is in.
black and white, you wouldn’t mind saying
80 in the same fashion. Take that pen and
ink and write as I dictate. “*I certify thas I

#Take that pen and papsr and write as I
diclate.”

am satisfied that thoabove statement isa base
calumny against the characters of Ringwond
Clinch, Robert Rawlins and John Hale, pas-
songers, and that I do hereby apologize to the
sune.' Bignit. That'lldo. Now let the rest
of your party sign as witnesses.”

They complied without hesitation; some,
seizing the opportunity of treating the affair
as a joke, muggested a drink.

“Excuss me,” sald Clinch quietly, “but es
this houss ain't big enough for me and that.
man, and ex I'vo got business at Wild Cat
Station with this papor, I think I'll go with-
out drinkin.” He took the keys from his
pocket, unlocked the doors, and taking up his
overcoat and rifle turned as if to go.

Rawlins rose to follow him; Hale alone
besitatad. The rapid occurrences of ‘the lust
half bour gave him no time for reflection.
But he was by no means satisfied of the lo-
gality of the last act ho had aided and abetted,
although he admitted its rude justice, and
felt he would have done so again. A foar of
this, and an instinct that he might be lod into
further complications if he eontinued to iden-
tify himself with Clinch and Rawlins; the fact
that they had professedly abandoned their
quest, and that it was really supplauted by
the presence of an authorized party whom
they had already como: in conflict with—all
this urged him to remain behind. On the
cther  hand, the -apparent desertion of his
comarades at the last moment was opposed
both to his sense of honor and the liking he
had taken to them. But he reflected that he
bad already shown bis active partisanship,
that he conld be of- little service to themat
Wild Cat Station, and would be only increas-
ing the distance from bis home; and above
all, an impatient longing for independent
“I think I will
stay bhere,” he said to Chnch “unless you
‘wan$ me.”

Clinch cast a swift and meaning glance at
the -enemy, but looked approval. “Keep

your eyes skinned, and ‘you're good for a:

domn of ‘em,” be -ld.-onovoeu, ‘and thea
$uroed to Stanser. “Pm going to taks this
paper to' Wild Cat. 12 mwuttoeonnn
nloate with ‘me bevealter you know. where I

‘am %0 be foand, uniess”—be émiled grimly—’

“you'd like %0 see me outside for  fow min-
uhes befere I gof”
*18 4o a matter Mm the  stage

n,-»_m-w.-mn.n-
‘Helo

_mccompanied
Sacis e th’-m-mmnm-, ‘Ahe ast- !
ready returaed-to the rescee |-

ler, Dick, had al

'ply to Stanncr,

cn{nenm  Rawtim ]

stiying bobind of T didn't k ‘cou
wy-gle oun you.  Your offeri stay just
Puts & cloan finish on it Look yer, Hale, I

over want a friend, call on mn‘woodmmch."

burried conference with ‘the’ old ‘womlan at
the woodsbed, “and trust to Zeenie to give
you a hint ef there's anythin’ nun!erlmnl«l
goin’on. 8o long.”

tion of protection, yet half pleaved at the idea
of a confidence with the handsome girl be

whispered discussion among the party ceassd
on his entering, and an awkward silence fol-
lowed, which Hale did not attempt to break
as he quietly took his seat again by the fire.
He was presently confronted by Stanner,
‘who, with an affectation of easy familiarity,
crossed over to the hearth.

“The 0ld kernel's d—d peprery and high
toned when he's got-a little more .than his

reg'lar three fingers o' corn juice, ehi”

“I must beg you to understand distinctly,
Mr. Stanner,” said Hale, with a return of
his babitual precision of statement, “that I
regard any slighting allusion to the gentle-
man who has just left not only as in exceed-
ingly Lad taste coming from yot, but very
offensive to myeelf, If you mean to imply
that he was under the influenco of liquor, it
is my duty to undeccive you; be was so per-
fectly in possession of his faculties as to ex-
‘press not only biscown but iny. opinion of
Your conduct. You must also admit that he
was discriminating enough to show his ob-
Jection to your company by leavingit. Ire-
gret that circumstances do not male it con-
venient for me to exercise that privilege;
but if I am obliged to put up with vour
presence in this room, I strongly insist that
it is not made unendurablo with the addition
of your conversation.”

Tho effect of this deliberate and passion-
less declaration was more discomposing to
the party than Clinch’s fury. Utterly unac-
*ustomed to the ideas and language suddenly
confronting them, they were unable to deter-
mine whether it was the real cxpression of
the speaker, or whether it was a vague badi-
nage «r affectation to which any reply would

{uvolve them .in ridiculs, Ina country ter-
rorized by practical joking they did not
doubt but taat this was a new form of hoax-
inz calculated to provoke some response that
would constitute them as victims. Tho i
mediate effect upon them was that comploh
silence in regard to himself that Hale de-
sired, They drew together again and com-
versed in whispers, while Hale, with his oyes
fixed on the flre, gave himself up to some-
what late and useless reflection.

He could scarcely realize his position. For
however ho' might look “at it, within ‘a space’
of twelve hours he had not only changed
somo of his most cherished opinions, but be
had acted in accordance with that change in
& way that moade it seem almost impossible
for him ever to recant. In tho interests of
law and order ho had engaged in an unlaw-

bad actually come in conflict, not with the
criminals, but with the only party appar-
ently authorized to pursue them. Moro thinn
that, he was finding himself commitud to a
certain sympathy with the crimiunls
Twenty-four hours ago, if any ono had tokt
him that he would have condoned an illcgal
act for its abstract justice, or amisted to com-
mit an illegal act for the same purpuse, he
would bave felt himself insulted. That ho
know he would not now feol it an insult per-
plexed bim still more. In thess circum-
stances the fact that he was separated from
his family, and as it wore from all his past
lifeand traditions by a chance accident, did
not disturh him greatly: indecd, ho was for
the first time a little doubtful of their prob-
able criticism on his inconsistency, aud was

by no mcans in a burry to subject himsell
to it.

Lifting his eyes, he was suddenly aware
that the door leading to the kitchen was
slowly opening. He had thought he heanl it
creak once or twice during his deliberato re-
It was evidently moving
nowsoas to attract his atteation, without
disturbing the others. It presently opened
sufliciently wide to show the face of Yeenie,
who, with & gesture of caution toward bis
companions, beckoned him to join her. Ho
rose carelessly as il going out, and, putting
on his bat, entorod the kitchon as the retreat-
ing figure of the young girl glided lightly
toward tho stables. She ascended a few open
steps as if to a hay loft, but stopped before s
low door. Pushing it open, she preceded him
into a small room, apparently under the roof,
which scarvoly nllowed hior to stand upright.
By the light of a stable lantern hanging {rom
& beam he'saw that, though poorly furnished,
it bore somo evidenco of feminine taste sod
habitation. Motioning to the only chair, she
sented hersell on the edge of the bed, with her
hands clasping her knees in her familiar atti-
tude. Her face boro traces of recent agita-
tion, and her eyes were shining with toars
By thé closer light of the lantern be was suir
prised to find it was from laughter.

“I reckoned yon'd beright lonely down
with that Stanner crowd, partickerly after
thumﬂoapoecho'yoiu'u.uo I sez to maw
I'd get you up yer for aspell. Mawand 1
beerd you exhort 'em! Maw allowed you wos
talkin' a furrin tongue all along, but I—sakes
alivgl—Ihod to hump mywslf fo keep from
bustin’ into a yell when yer jist drawed thewm
Webster unabridged ssutences on ‘em.” She
stopped and rocked backward and forwsrd
with & lsugh thas, subdued by the proximity
‘o the roof aid the m of belag M
was by 20 means unmusionl “I' tell ‘ye

‘Hals,

didw’t cotton much to youas first: butef vou |

Halt inclined to resent this lmplicd sugges- | |

bad seen, Hale rdturned to the rcom. A

ful and disorderly pursuit of criminals, and |,

) & moment ago the idea of taking .an

m.u-o.u-m. That part commene- | :
‘Ing: mmv&lﬂl’a-ﬁiﬁ-" GG

“Oh, comhe!” uu.vc-pﬁu.'wj"; e

“The rame Isem.«ld man,” raid Rawlins, w
exteuding his hand as:he appeared . trom ‘al

yet! . No! &w.yalcln'c mw:h
ners, but I know a man when { see

For.an instant mle gave: Ip(mgdf
delicious. flattery of mw.

‘and. apparently ‘unintcrested  comp
Becoming at last a little’ M 1
the frank curiosity of the glrl%durh
changed the subject. 2%

“No you always come upben w
stables” he asked, glaneing round the'ro
which was evidently.heitown. - .

“L reckon,” sho answered, half
edly) “There's » "ladder down .
maw's rocm”—pointing to a’ trap de
side the broad chimney that sorved
wall—“lut it's handjcr the other wa
wearcr thie hosses ef ‘you wm tanu N
quick,” ?

This polpable sugmestion—borne’ out by’
what he remembered of the other’ dommﬂo
details—that the house: hoil” been planned .
with reference 1o sadden foray [or eacaps re-
swakcned his _former uneasy. reflections.
Zeeniv, who bad been watehing bis face, .
added, £1t’s 1o slouch, when Liar or painters .
hang soand nights and stampede. the stoci..
tolic able to swing yourself on to a boss,.
.whenever you hear n row goiu’ on outslde."

“Io you mean that you"— ¥

“Paw used, and 1 do now, senso- l"ve domt
into the room.” Bhe pointed to ‘n"nondé- -
script garment, half cloak, half hubity hﬂg—
Ing on the wall. “I’ve beeit outer "bed ‘and.
on Pitchping’s back as far ez the: trail five-
minutes arter I heard the first bellow.? -

Hale regarded her with: undisgiiised s
tom«hment.. There was nothing.at.al-Ame~. :
zonian or horsey in her manness, nor
there even tho robust ph)»ienl conmurm‘ :
might have been developed  through _lpgb J
experiences. On the contrary she seemed tos
lazily effeminate in body and mind, ‘Heed-
less of his critical survey, of Ler, she beck- |
oned him to draw his chair nm.iﬁl,
looking into his eyes, said:

- “Whatever possessed you ﬁouke to bmﬁa'
nan!"

Haele was staggcud by the quest:on. b-t
nevertheless endeavored to explaiv. . But he
was surprised to find that his exphm;i

poared stiltod even to himeelf, md,hqcox :
not doubt, was utterly incomprehentible’to
the girl maddedwhud.bosﬁwg'.lﬂ TSRS
continued: (I

“Then you haven't -nythh -uln' Gea'gﬂ‘" Shelie

“I don’t know George,” said Hale,

'Iy p-oceedrng was ngnlnst the Hzﬁw

“Wen bemthoh!:hmymm." g~ T 8

“I mean it was the principle Iobjeehﬂ b—
& principle that I cons'der highly dangeroun.™

“Well, be is the principal, for ﬂnothqq\
only helped, I reckon,” said Zeetile, with q\
sigh, “and I reckon be is dangerous.” ;

Hale saw it was useless to explain. mm
eontinued :

“What made you stay bmiumao!go»
in' on with tbe kernel? There was sathin®
elno besides yon wanting to mhthtm- :
ner take water. Whatisiti” - :

A light sense of the propinquity of hlﬁty
of her confidance, of their isolation, of the-
eloquence of ber dark eyes, at first lomm
Hale to a reply of simple pllum
graver consideration of the same :
stances froze it upon his lips, /

“1 don't know,” he returned nwkwudly (

“Well, I'll tell you,” she sid %Y,
dida't cotton to the Kernel and Rawl' .

much more than you did to Btanner, T ]
ain’t your kind.” 5

In bis embarrasment.Hale blundered opom
the thought he had honorably uvolded, -

“Suppose,” be said, with eomdntmd lwgh.
“I had stayed to see you?” -

“1 reckon I ain't your kind, ueither.” 'h
veplied promptly Thore was a ' momentdyy.
vause, when she ruse and wuumman.e*
ney, “It's very quiet down thems,” she said,

.stooping and listening  over. the —roughly

bonrded flovr: that formed the uellfng of the
room below.  “l1 wonder whats going on,”.

In the beliof thut this was » delicate MnO
for his return to the party he had loft,. lhl.
ruse, but the girl passed him hurriedly, nqd, 4
opening the duor, cast s quick gluney jnu) m
stablo beyond.

“Just as | reckoned--the horses are i
wo. They've skedaddled.” she said, 't‘)lun'klj'{

Hale did not roply. - In his embarrassment
sudden departure .had - flashed . upon- > s
Bhould Le tuke this us a justification of -thas =
impulse, or howt. Ho stoud irresolutely . -
Kazing at the girl, who turned and: hm th
doscend tho stairs silently. Ho followed. -
Whben they rcached the lower rcom M.
found it as they had expwhd—duu-ud.

“ hope Ididn't drive them away®: aa‘
Hale, with an' uneasy. Jook at "the troubled” :
facs of the girl. ‘N!mﬂyiﬁnﬂnd
going mysslf a moment ago.” §

Bhe remained silent, gazing out of the wi

':o‘w- ‘l'l-.lu'lhc'iﬁ .3“ :

m&huﬂ

“'Don‘tuhlceaml-ﬂor-iom




