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«afl*xtip acompany. Book~ea begetscon-
tnfl,the first thing hadoca is to say that it 

95(10,000 o' money to make it pay 
levies an asseamient of #300 a itaift 

MhW fir tkau riAMtom to pay, 
«V protend to.pay, hut hr boys on gnk 

it meant only rota. Tbegr eouldnt 
, and had to forfeit their sharer 
next to nothing. And Nad made 
more desperate attempt, to sav# 
and himself by borrowing money 

«>' Jiis shares; wfrea that hound 
Wartrlns got wind of it, and let it be boned, 
maud that the ditch is« failure; and that 

if» «n ioIb1 out of It; that brought the 
down to pottilnig. As. Red couldn't 

»• dollar the saw company swooped 
i on hie shane for the debts they had 

§rttp, and left him and the boys to help 
"tfhMMtthree. Mai couldn't bear to face tha 
iMystkat he'd helped to ruin and put out* 
Ml ain't been heard from sinca. After 
flBkin had got rid of Ned and tha boys be 
Manages to pay off that wonderful debt, and 
•b: oat for >100,000. That money—Ned's 
mteney—he sends to Sacramento, for ho dont 
eflsrn to travel with it himself, and is kalkil-
Slin' to leavo thekintry.for some of tho boys 
sriloir to kill him on sight. So «t you're 
will 111* to hunt suth|n', thar's ycr chance, 
•ndyou needn't go inter the snow to do it." 

"But surely the law can rocover this 
money f' said Halo indignantly. "It is as bi­
gamous a robbery as"—He^stopiied as be 
caught Zenobia's eye.  ̂ , i '' 
i "Es lastnight's, you were goln' to say. 
XUcall it more. Tliem rood agents don't 
jpretend to be your friend—but tako yer 
auoneyand ruu their risks. Tor ek to the 
law, thatcout help ycr.!' . ,v,.» 

"it's a skin game, and you might ez well 
(aspect totrecover a gambling debt from a 
jfaort card sharp," explained Clinch; "Falk-
•ar oughter shot him on sight." 

• «0r the boys lynched him," suggested 
Itawlins. 

"I think," said Hale, more reflectively, 
"•that in the: absence of legal remedy a man 

"Vt that kind should have been forced under 
-atrong physical menace to give up his 111-
gptten gaius. Themoney was tho primary 
abject, and if that could be got "without 
Moodshed—which seems to me a useless 
crime—it would be quite as effective. Of 
flourso, if there was resistance or retaliation, 
It might bo necessary to kill him." 
' Hie had unconsciously fallen into bis old 
didactic and dogmatic liablt of speech, and 
perhaps, under tho spur of Zenobia's eyes, he 
kad given it some natural emphasis. A dead 
attatace followed, in which the others regarded 
Urn with amused and gratified surprise, and 
Ik was broken only by Zenobia rising and 
holding out her hand. "Shake I" 

Halo raised it gallantly and pressed his lips 
tho one spotless finger. 

That's gospel truth. And you ain't the 
Cnt whito man to say lt" 

."Indeed," laughed Hale. "Who was the 

^^Gkjorge Lo6!" 

V - * - .CHAPTER VL 
The laughter tbat followed was interrupted 

iy a sudden burking of the dogs in the outer 
rtssrin, Zenobia rose lastly and strode to 

window. It relieved Hale of certain 
Sill mi 11 ii ill i it reflections suggested by her 

•If ft aint tbat God-forsaken fool Dick 
up passengers from the snow bound 

sy stage in the roadt I reckon I've got 
to say to that!" But the later appear* 

asmeof the apologetic Dick, with the assur-
«na that thp party carried a permission from 
her father, granted at the lower station in 
tiswrafsuch an emergency, checkedberac­
tive opposition. "That's libs paw," she solilo-
Raised aggrievedly; "shuttin' us up and set-
IWthed<vs on everybody for a week, and 
thai letting tha whole stage service pass 
through one door and out at another. Well, 
ttflsliis house and his whisky, and they kiu 
lake it, but they dont get mo to help 'em." 

They certainly were not • prepossessing or 
good natured acquisition to the party. Apart 
from the natural antagonism which, on such 

those in possession always feel 
IvWard the newcomer, they were strongly 
Inclined to resist the 'dissatisfied querulous-
•ess and aggressive attitude of these fresh 
applicants for hospitality. The most offensive 
ana was a person- who appeared to exercise 
some authority over the others. He was loud, 
assuming and dressed with vulgar preten­
sion. He quickly disposed himself in the 
chair vacated by Zeiiobia, and called for 
aome liquor. 
. "I reckon you'll hev to help yourself," said 
Bbwlins dryly, as the summons met with no 
response. "There are only two women in 
the house, and I reckon their hands are full 
already." • V 
. "I call it d—d uncivil treatment," said 
the man, raising his voice; "and Hennicker 
had better sing smaller if he dont want his 
<U den pulled down some day. He ain't any 
kte than mcathat hev been picked up 

-ri:i <X \S ' , j,v'. 
•You oughter told him that, and mebba 

Md bsr oome over with yer," returned Raw* 
JtehV ̂ Be's a mild, soft, easy going man,: is 
Jhimlctet Aint bŝ  CoL Clinch!" 

VltfcaraalmMtfMoC Clinch's name pr» 
itbeeOsct which the speaker probably 

.̂ Tha'atrangar aland at Clinch, 
vfcotapparaitly aUMooa of tha conveesa-
•Isa, was blinking fete ootd,gray eywat the 
!*». Brof*»C Mi iVMin toaate msro 
jawnliiasiiiM lln man sought tha whiiky 
4MdJoha,and helped. htaMolf and. his com-

FortUled fc&rHqwr brrettyrnsd t« 

qit&kMto&n heard abont this yer mCk 
\'1idl(ial,": h>--shi '̂%aai^i|,.̂ i>M  ̂
ah'attempt at sasy familiarity.' -
thngt raising his eyM  ̂Bra 

"Pm ff y** •"I1"'"!utn««• 

"Lost mnchf iMiiced 8|«Uu 'T 
"Not so mnch es they might hev. TbM 

fool Haikins had 91011,000 in greenbacks 
scalodup like an ordinary package of fl.OOO, 
and gave it to a friend, Bill Guthrie, in' tlw 
bank to pick out some unlikely chap among 
the passengers to take charge of it lo Reno. 
He wouldn't trust the express. Ha! hal" 

Tha dead, oppresslv* silence that followed 
his empty laughter made it seem almost arti­
ficial... Rawlins held his breaUi and looked 
at Clinch. Hale  ̂ wdth tbe instincts of a re-
fined, sensitive man, turned hot with the 
embarrassment Clinch should have shown. 
For that gentleman* without lifting his eym 
from theflre; and; with no apparent change 
in his demeanor, lastly aiked: 

«Tedidnt k t̂eh the name o* that psssen 
gerP 

"Naturally, not For when Guthrir-hears 
what was said agin him he wouldn't give fell 
•erne until he heard from him." 

"And what wM aali agin hlmf adn  ̂
Clinch musingly. 

•̂ Vhat would ha «id «gbk • aum that git* 
«p that sum money, Bk» • dmw of to* 
bacco, for the asking! Why, there were but 
three men, asfaraa we kin hear, that did tba 
Job. And there wen four passengers inside, 
anned, and the driver and express messenger 
<m« the box. Six were robbed by three!—they 
were a sweef scented lotl Reckon they must 
hev felt mighty small, for I hear they got up 
and skedaddled from tha station under the 
pits text of lookin* for the robbers.": He 
laughed again, and the laugh was noisily re­
peated by his five companions at the' other 
«t*l of the room. 

Hale, who had forgotten that the stranger 
was only echoing a part of his own criticism 
of eight hours before, was on the point of 
rising with burning cheeks and angry indig­
nation, when the;'lazily uplifted eye of 
Clinch couch t his, and absolutely held -hi in 
down with its paralyzing and deadly signifi­
cance. Murder itself seemed to look from 
those cruelly quiet and remorseless gray 
pupils. For a moment he forgot his v own 
ngein tbis^glimpse of Clinch's implacable 

rmeptment; for a moment vho felt a thrill or 
ptty for the wretch who had provoked it. 
He remained motionless and fascinated in 
hto chair as the lazy lids closed like a sheath 
over Clinch's eyes uf ain. Rawlins, who hail 
probably received die. saino glance of worn-
tag, remained equally still. 

They haven't lieai£l the last of it yet, you 
bet," continued the infatuated stranger. 
"I've got a little statement hero for the 
newspaper,̂  ho added, drawing some papers, 
from h{s pocket; "suthin' I just run off, in 
tha coach as I came along. 1 reckon it'll 
show things up in * new light It's time 
tKefo should lie somo change. All the cuss-
in,'thotfs boon usually.done Wt lieit'bytltt 
passengers agin the express and stage com­
pany. I proposo that the company should 
do a little cussin' themselves. See? PVajw 
you dont mind my readin' it to ye? It's 
just spicy enough to suit them newspaper 
chaps." 

"Go on," said CoL Clinch quietly. 
Tha man cleared hi* throat, with the pre­

liminary pose of authorship, and his five 
friends, to whom the composition was evi­
dently not unfamiliar, assumed anticipatory 
smiles. 

"I call it 'Prise Pusillanimous Passen­
gers.* (Sort of runs easy off tho tongue, you 
know. 

M 'It now appears that the succsai of the 
late stage coach robbery near the summit was 
largely due to the pusillanimity—not to use a 
mora serious word"*— He stopped and 
looked explanatorily toward Clinch: "Ye'll 
sea in a minit what I'm gettin* at by that pu­
sillanimity  ̂the passengen themselves; 'It 
now transpires that than .were only three 
robbers who attacked theooach, and that al­
though passengers, driven and express mes­
senger were fully armed and were double the 
number of their assailants, not a shot was 
fired. We moan no reflections upon the well-
known courage of Tuba Bill, nor the experi­
ence and coolness of Bracy Tibbetts, the 
courteous express messenger, both of whom 
have since confessed to have been more than 
astonished at tlie Christian and lamblike sub­
mission of the insidem Amusing stories of 
some laughable yet sickening incidents of the 
occasion—such as grown men kueeliiig |n the 
road and offering to strip themselves com­
pletely if their lives were only spared; of one 
of the passengers hiding ntuler the seAt, and 
ouly being dislodged by pulling bis coat tails; 
of incredible sums promised, atki even offers 
of menial service for the preservation of their 
wretched carcasses—are received with tho. 
greatest gusto; but we are in possession of 
facts which may lead to more serious accusa­
tions. ' Although one of the passengen is said 
to have tost a large sum of money intrusted 
to him,* while attempting with barefaced; 
effrontery to "establish a. rival "carrying" 
business in one of the express company's own 
coaches'—I call that a good point."' He in­
terrupted himself to. allow the unrestrained 
applause of his own party. "Don't ybul" '• 

"It's Just h-il," said Clinch, musingly.'' 
# 'Yet tha affair,*" resumed the stranger, 

from his manuscript,locked op in great 
and suspicious mystery. Tba presence of 
JaoksonN. Stanner, esq.' (that's me), 'special 
detect! vs agsot to tha company, and his staff 
hi town, is a gwaran r̂ that thp mystery will 
he thotfoughly petibsd.̂  H«i to put that in 
to please tba company,** ha againdsprecat-
inglyesplained.' " 'HTa an indebted to thjs 
|S|liaHsAritka facto."* • 

• ^Tha pint yô want to mall lalhatâ tide,' 
•rid CUnch, ris(pg, hwl stttf illyMailMs <af 
a^hlsoimMHMiea to:tto"li ;̂

<1wfw'arl 
fee*sŝ ea that no thna n^wUn haieft-idsMa 
ila wleas they ha oowapda, or are williiw to 

iliiai"*'"' • ; ' 
«Vhan tha wlak what I start re-

n to 
you u it ain't so. 
K-^^tiay^;.iraj^?  ̂
colcineidryly. Baturaed,aml sMlwUbout 
Wtiiig his eyes walked toward tha door of 
the room which Zenobia hadentered., Tbe 
hey win on  ̂ the inside, but CUnch gently 
opWicd tha doiMr," removed thalt^y, land dos­
ing tho door again ktihed.lt froiu bis side. 
Hale and Rawlins felt their hearts beat 
quichly ; the others followed Clinch's slow 
movements and downcast mien with amused 
curiosity. After locking tha other outlet 
from the room and putting the keys in his 
pocket, Clinch returned to the fire. For tba 
first time he lifted his «yes; the man nearest 
him shrank back in terror. 

UI om the man,1' ho said slowly, taking de­
liberate breath between his sentences, "who 
gave up these greenbacks to the robbers. I 
am one of the three passengers you have 
lampooned in that paper, and these gentle­
men beside me are the other two." He stop­
ped and looked around him. "You don't be­
lieve that three men can back down. six!. 
Well, 111 show yon how it can be dona. 
More than that, 111 show you how one man 
can do it; for, by the living God, if you 
dont hand over that paper I'll kill you where 
you sit! I'll give you until I count ten; If 
one of yon moves be and you are desd men-
hut you first!" 

Before he bad finished speaking Hale and 
Rawlins had both risen, as if in concert, with 
their weapons drawn. Hale could not tell 
how or why he had done so, but he was 
equally conscious, without knowing why, of 
fixing his eye on one of the other party, and 
tbat he should, in the event of an affray, try 
to kill him. He did not attempt to reason; 
he only knew that he should do his best to 
kill that man and perhaps others. . 

"One," said Clinch, lifting his derringer, 
' two—three"— 

"Look here, colonel—I swear I didn't know 
it was you. Come—d—n it! I say—sea 
here," stammered Stanner, with white cheeks, 
not daring to glance for aid to his stupefied 
party. 

"Four—five—six"— 
"Waitl Here!" He produced the paper 

and threw it on the floor. 
"Pick it up and hand it to me. Seven-

eight"— 
Stanner hastily scrambled to his feet, picked 

up tbo paper, and handed it to the colonel. 
"I was only joking, colonel," he said, with a 
forced laugh. • 

"I'm glad to bear it But as this joke is in. 
black and white, yoq wouldn't mind saying 
so in the same fashion. Take that pen and 
ink and write as I dictate. 'I certify that I 

mTak* that pen and paper and writ« a* i 
dictate." 

am satisfied that tho above statement isa bam 
calumny against the characters of Ring wood 
Clinch, Roliert Rawlins and John Hale, pas­
sengers, and that I do hereby apologize to the 

me.* Sign it. That'll do. Now let tha rest 
of your patty sign as witnesses.*' 

They complied without hesitation; some, 
seising the opportunity of treating the affair 
as a Joke, suggested a drink. 

"Exfluseme," said Clinch quietly, "but es 
this house aint big enough for me and that, 
man, and es Tvo got business at Wild Cat 
Station with this paper, I think I'll go with­
out drinkin'." He took the keys from his 
pocket, unlocked the, doors, and taking up bis 
overcoat and riflo. turned as if to go. 

Rawlins rose to follow him; H&le alone 
hesitated. Tha rapid occurrences of the last 
half hour gave him ho time for reflection. 
But he was by no means satisfied of the le­
gality of thelastactbohadaidedandabetted, 
although he adnaitteil its rude justico, and 
felt lie would have done so again; A fear of 
this, and an instinct that he might be led into 
further complications if he continued to iden­
tify himself with Clinch and Rawlins; the fact 
that they had professedly abandoned their 
quest, and that it Was really supplauted by 
the presence of an authorised party whom 
they had already come in conflict with—all 
this urged him to remain behind. On the 
ether hand, the -apparent desertion of his 
comrades at the last moment was opposed 
both to his sense of honor and the liking he 
had taken to them. But he reflected that he 
had already shown bis active partisanship, 
that he could be of- little service to them at 
Wild Cat Station, and would be only increas­
ing the distance from bis borne; and above 
all, an impatient longing for independent 
action finally decided him. "I think I will 
stay here," he said to Clinch, "unless you 
want me." 

Clinch cast a swift and meaning glance at 
tba ansmy, bat looked approval. "Keep 
your ayes skinned, and you're good for a 
domn of fen," he laid , sotto voce, and then 
turaedtoBtamisr. 
papsrtoWOdGak 
nieatewith me hereafter you know, when I 
:am.to ba found, unlem"—ha smiled grimly— 
"yon,d lika to asa meoutsld» f(ir a turn mtak-
ntsshsfan IgoiF. 

•II matter ~ .that cenoaras the stage 
company, not wm,* saM 8tanner, with an at-
templ to knar athk aala,-
. H |̂a jnbchippaiilcd Ct|pch «•!; ltewl6ia 
'* Mw.rf Wa. 1>'«f«v;»n w tfrasuoio. Tba esu 
hr, Dick, had already ratarwMHo the rescne 

m 

' Tni going to take this 
If you want to commu-

* *  * *  * ' •  : -  •  kfi-: *1 shouldn't likatolimvo manymenakaie 
" ttot cro!ird,? n^(r  ̂

staying behind of Ididnt-know1 I^couH liet 
my p!li> on you. Your offterlnMtf stay justi 
puts A clean finWi «a it. Look yer. Hale, I-
didn't cotton niuch to you at first; lwtaf you 
aver want a friend, call on fftngwooddincb.** 

"The same hero, old man," raid Rawlins, 
axteudiug hisbahd as he appeared from a 
hurried conference with the old woman at 
the woodshed, "and trust to Zeenie to gtre 
yon a hint ef there's any thin' underhanded 
goin' on. So long." 

Half inclined to resent this implied sugges­
tion of protection, yet half pleased at the idea 
of a confidenco with the handsome girl he 
hail seen, _ Hale' returned to the room, A 
whispered discussion anion^the party ceased 
on his entering and an awkward silence fol­
lowed, which Hale did not attempt to break 
as he quietly took bis seat again by the lira. 
He was presently confronted by Stanner, 
who, with an affectation of easy familiarity, 
crossed over to the hearth. 

The old kernel's d—d peppery and. high 
toned when he's got a little more ; tban his 
reg'lar three fingers o* corn juice, eh r 

"I must beg you to understand distinctly, 
Mr. Stanner," said Hale, with a return of 
bis habitual precision of statement, "that I 
regard any slighting allusion to tho gentle­
man who has just left not Only as in exceed­
ingly bad taste coming from you, but very 
offensive to myself, if you mean to imply 
tbat he was under the influenco of liquor, it 
is my duty to undeceive you; be wits so per­
fectly in possession of his faculties as to ex­
press not only bis-own but my. opinion of 
your conduct You must also admit that he 
was discriminating enough to show his ob­
jection to your company by leaving it. I re­
gret that circumstances do not make it con­
venient for ine to exercise that privilege; 
but if I am obliged to put up with your 
presence in this room, I strongly insist that 
it is not made unendurable with the addition 
of your conversation." 

Tho effect of this deliberate and passion­
less declaration was more discomposing to 
the party than Clinch's fury. Utterly unac­
customed to the ideas and language suddenly 
confronting them, they were unable to deter­
mine whether It was tbo zeal expression of 
the speaker, or whether it was a vague badi­
nage <.r affectation to which any reply would 
involve them in ridiculSk In a country ter­
rorized by practical joking they did not 
doubt but that this was a new form of hoax­
ing calculated to provoke some response that 
would constitute them as victims. The im­
mediate effect upon them wa3 that complete 
silence in regard to himself that Hale 'de­
sired. They drew together again and con­
versed in whispers, while Hale, with his oyes 
fixed on tho fire, gave himself up to some* 
what late and useless reflection. 

He could scarcely realise his position. For 
however ho mightlook atit, within'aqiace 
of twelve hours he had not only changed 
somo of his most cherished opinions, but he 
had.acted in accordance with that changa in 
away that made it seem almost impossible 
for him ever to recant In tho interests of 
law aiul order ho had engaged in an unlaw­
ful and disorderly pursuit of criminals, and 
had actually come in conflict, not with the 
criminals, but with the only party appar­
ently authorized to pursue them. Mora than 
that, he was finding himself committed to a 
certain sympathy with the criniiunts. 
Twenty-four hours ago, if any one hail told 
him that he would have condoned an illegal 
act for its abstract justice, or assisted to com­
mit an illegal act for the same purpose, he 
would have felt himself insulted. That be 
know he would not now feel it an insult per­
plexed him still mora. In these circum­
stances the fact that he was separated from 
his family, and as it wore from all his past 
life and traditions by a chance accident, did 
not disturb him greatly; Indeed, bo was for 
the first time a little doubtful of their prob­
able criticism on bis inconsistency, and was 
by no means in a hurry to subject himself 
to it 

Lifting his eyes, he was suddenly aware 
that the door leading to tho kitchen was 
slowly opening. lie had thought he heard it 
creak once or twice during his deliberate re­
ply to Stanner. It was evidently moving 
now so as to attract his attention, without 
disturbing the others. It presently opened 
sufficiently wide to show the face of Zeenia, 
who, With a gesture of caution toward hts 
companions, beckoned him to join ber. Ho 
rose carelessly as if goiug out and, putting 
on his bat, entered the kitchen as thai retreat­
ing figure of the young, girl glided lightly 
toward tho stables. She ascended a few open 
stops as if to a bay loft, but stopped before a 
low door. Pushing it open, she preceded him 
into a small room, apparently under tho roof, 
which scarcely allowed her to stand upright 
By the light of a stable lantera hanging from 
a beam he'saw that, though poorly furnished, 
it bore somo evideuco of feminine taste and 
habitation. Motioning to the only chair, die 
seated herself on the edge of the bed, with her 
hands clasping her knees in her familiar atti­
tude. Her face bore traces of recent agita­
tion,, and her eyes. were shining with tours. 
By the closer light of tho lantern be was sur­
prised to find it was from laughter. 

"I reckoned you'd be right lonely down t^iere 
with that Stanner crowd, partlckerly after 
that little speech ©' your'n, so I sex to maw 
I'd get yob up yeT for a spelL Uaw and 1 
beerd you exhort'em! Maw allowed you woe 
talkin' a furrin tongue all along, but I—sakes 
alivft—I bod to hump myself to keep from 
bustin' into a yell rim yar jist drawed them 
Webster unabridged asateneaa on fen." She 
stopped and rocked baofcwaid and forward 
wtth-alaagh,'thal,s«bdbad 
ofthe rooTahd tha fttnat 

*JT 
Whot got ma, though t 
lag: 'SoofcaaMtaaoea over which Fvaao 

•ale, laughing 
* M*Dontipa)(e It coaveabait for »*>«•«*• 

•Til Ml 

mmm h ithitfitVia. 
pany'—or sathln* Ilka thatl> And ttli 
way, you mhidcd your iiofilail 
volce rise and fall ji9it es'eaiy c*if ̂  
First Header tu large-type. • Wby, i 
wamt Jiov*here. Ute cusrfn' -didilt ' 
witliin smile of yaurnt l^at KanMr j 
teirwd yalhw." - i , , \ 

> "I'm afraid you aiwlaoghiag at na,̂ !^  ̂
Hale, not knowing whether to baplrasej " 
vexed at the girl's amusement. 

"I tvidcoiiI'm tho only one that dars lla | 
^theia," said thegirVslniptV. "'Tha-
the way you turned round after be^l done 
cussin*, and said yer believed you'd Steyi 
take tho rc«poiwibillty of the whole tUlf  ̂
and did in that kam, soft, dld-aiybody-»p*alli | 
to-me stylo—was the neatest thlng beVli 
yet! Siol Maw ssys Ioiut much dii ma%-  ̂
ncrs, but I know a man when I see him.?,, ' j 

For an instant Hale gava himself upiotifk 
delicious, flattery of unexpected, utlhttendsik" 
and apparently uninterested coinpliiMB£w 
Becoming at last a little embarrassed uniM* 
the frank curiosity of tha girlV dark -
changed tharabject 

*I>o you always oune up her* Uirough tb»; 
stablcsf he asked, glaneing round tbe rooaa  ̂
which was evidently hei* own., , . > 
"I reckon," sho answere<>, halS abstnetr < 

edly> "There's a laildo* down .thar 
inaw's room''—pointing to a trap door be­
side tin? broad chimney that  ̂
wall—1"but it'sbandicr 
timrer tlie bosses ef you want to ̂  iswajr i 
quick." 

l'liis palpable suggestion—borne oftfe' Ijiy'i 
what ho remembered of the other domesiio i 
details—that the house- bad* been plaqned 
witl» reference to sudden foray or escape re-
owakened his . former u.neasy refiections. 
Zeenifj wlio hsid been watphih®; his CMS, 
addol, ''It's nosloiuh, when li'arorpainters: 
hang round nights and stanij>ede the stock,, 
to l<c able to swing yourself on to a boea  ̂

. whenever you hear it row goin'on outside,"' .̂ ^5 
"Do you mean tiiafc you"—— n 
T'aw used, and 1 do now, sense I'Ve ctom '̂* 

into the room." She pointed to a-nohde-
script garment, half cloak, half -habit,- hang­
ing on tbo wall. "I've been outer 'bed iuMti 
on Pitchpine's back as far fz the trail ifiv»^  ̂
minutes arter I heai  ̂the first bellow;* i 

Hale regarded her with: undisguised 
tonishment There was nothing ntaM-Am«u. 
sonian or horsey in her mannera, jior waf.. 
there even tlio robust physical-contodr Ifb&p* 
might have been developed $hix>ugli 
experiences. On the contrary sbc> seeniej|:ti 
lazily effeminate in body and mhid.HeWi> ; 
less of his critical survey, of herj she 
oned him to draw his chair nearer, 
looking into his eyes, said: " 

"Whatever possessed you to take td huntlft* 
menr • v . 

Hale was staggend by the question,-.liti$ 
nevertheless endeavored to explsiu. .-Bni ba 
M l  R i r p r i s e d  t o  t l n d  t h  a t  h i s  e i  ~ ^  
peeu«dstntod even to idmsdf, u  ̂hai 
not doubt, was utterly incomjpri^cogtMe toi 
tha girt. She hodded her hufajilifavitr, anil 
continued:  ̂

"Then yon havent anythin* agin* Geor^af* 
"I dont know George,1* said Haie, «nilln|̂  

"My procecdtng waa against tho ldghway-
man." . • ; 

"Well, he was the highwayman.'* 
"I mean it was the principle I objected to** 

a principle that I cons.Vler highly dangerous." 
"Well, ha Is the principal, for theothen  ̂

only helped, I reckon," aaid Zeente, with 
righ, "and I reckon hie is dangerous." 

Halesawit wasuselesBtoexi4ain. Thegir| 
continued: 

"What made you stay here instead of go^-
In' on with" tlte kernel! There was suthin  ̂
rise besides yon wanting to make that 8tia>' 
nor take water. What is it*" 

A light sense of the propinquity of beanty, 
of her confidence, of their isolation, of tte 
eloquence of ber dark eyes, at first temptedL 
Hale to a reply of simple 
graver consideration of the same cir< 
stances froze it upon his lips; 

"1 don't know," he returned awkwardly. 
"Well, I'll tell you," she said. 1>"Y< 

didn't cotton to the Kernel and Rawli 
much more than you did to Stanner. Tl 
aint jrour kind." 

In bis embarrassment-Hale blundeMd'opOB' 
the thought he had honorably avoided  ̂-

"Suppose," he said, with coiistrtuwid laugh, 
"I bad stayed to see you?" ' 

"1 reckon I aint your kind, neither." sba 
replied promptly There was a ntotnenUtyy 
pause, wtmn she rune and w&lked to Uut dMbs-
ney. "It's very quiet down Miwh," she said, 
stcxiping and listening over, -tjie -roughly 
boarded floor that formed tho ceiling.of thO 
room below. "1 winder whatS g'»i|ig qn." • • 

In the'belief tl^at ttiis was n <leli(rate htait 
for his return to tha party he hfid left, Ilala 
ruse, but the girl parted hiift hurriedly, and. 
opening the door, cast a quick gluni-  ̂jnta th* 
Stablo beyond. 

"Just ns 1 nx-koned- the horses are goa*' 
too. Ihey've skodaddlMl;" she said, blankly. 

Hale did not reply. In his embarrassment 
a moment ago tho idea of taking an equplly 
sudden departure .had flatdied ufon-
Should he take this as a justification of • 
impulse, or howt Ho stood irresolutely 
gazing at the girl, who turned and began to 
descend the stairs silently. He followed. 
When they readied the lower room tlwy 
found it as they hadexpocted—<leaertecL J 

"I hope I didnt drive them away," 
Hale, with an uneasy  ̂ kxik at the troubled' 
face of the girl. "For I rsally hadanldeaot 
gulag myself a momsnt agOL" ' . 

8ha remainsd sOant, gaslngoat of Mto 
dow. Thsa, turning with « 
hs$'.' AouHsrs, Aa ' 

C^APTXaVl 
J' '< A~ wsA.- had «i«NBi -jit 
waek of mlw-lwd thmim and imaahina 
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