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them n little atx>ve the social level 6t 

their entertainers.' For even with oil their 
Indisposition to tho strangers, Kateand 

Halo had always retained a conscious 
attitude of gentle condcscension and superi­
ority toward them-:-en attitude not incon­
sistent with a fctronger fecIing,nor altogether 
vnprovocative of it; yet thlp evetiipg tbev 
fcini themselves topiiawd with something 
tMn thin an equality in the men who hod 
emmaed and interested thenvandtbey-were 
4pMhaps a little morecfittoal and doubtful of 
their own power. Mrs. HaleV little girl, who 
M appreciated only the eeriousneei of the 
dtnattou, had matfe her own application of 
H "Are yoo dowin' away from Aunt Kate 
•^ntl mimmti r tht ttkfttl. % m LitBrvBl 'ot 
dBpefc. '̂'# '-I- 'V>. 

• *Woir dsecan Ijptĵ d flw «*d moirin 
i aaar at annset the otbdr day on • the jmk yon­
der!" said' Lee, gayly. "Ill have to get up 
aw morning very early and catch it when 
fltcmnes at sunrise." 

"What is this wonderful saow, Minnie, that 
]« are tormenting JHr. Lee for i" asked Mrs. 

:'fp 

"Ohl itVa fairy snow that lie told me all 
Aoat; it only comes when the sun comes up 
emd goes down, and if you catch ever so little 
fltit in your hand it makes all you fink you 
nut come trust Wouldn't that be nice!" 
Bat to the child's astonishment her little 
dids of auditors, even while 'assenting, 
aigW. 

Hie red snow was there plain enough the 
next morning before the valley was warm 
with light, and while Minnie, her mother 
emd aunt Kate were still peacefully sleeping. 
And Mr. Lee had kept his word and was evi­
dently seeking it, for he and Falkner were 
already urging their horses through the pan, 
with their faces toward aud lit up by its glow. 

CHAPTER VIIL 
Kate was stirring early, but .not as early as 

her sister, who met her on the threshold of 
her room. Her face was quite pale, and sho 
held a letter in her hand. "What does this 
mean, Katei" 

"What is,the matter !"asked Kate, her own 
color fading from her cheek. 

"They are gone—with their horses. Loft 
before day, and left this." 

She banded Kate an open letter. The girl 
took it hurriedly, and read: 

"When you get this we .shall be no more; 
perhaps not even as much. Ned found the 
trail yesterday, and we are taking the first 
advantage of it before day. We dared not 
trust ourselves to say *Good-byP last even-

. ing; we were too cowardly to face you this 
morning; we must go as we cams, without 

. 'warning, but not without regret. We leave 
; a package and a letter for your husband. It 

Is not only our poor return for your gentle-
tts and hospitality, bui, since it was acci­
dentally the means of giving us the pleasure 

;• at your society, we beg you to keep it in safe­
ty until his return. We kiss your mother's 

: hands. Ned wants to say something more/ 
feat time presses, and I only allow him to 
•end his love to Minnie, and to tell her that 
he is trying to find the red snow. 

. \ "GEORGE LEE.11 • 
"But he is not fit to travel," said Mrs. 

Bale. "And the trail—it may not be pass-
.H. » •. 

"It was passable the day before yesterday," 
aaid Kate drearily, "for I discovered it, and 
went as far as the buck-eyes:" 

"Then it was you who told them about it," 
arid Mrs. Hale reproachfully. 

"No," said Kate indignantly. "Of course 
I didn't." She stopped, and/readlng the sig-

: nificance of her speech in the glistening qyes 
at her sister, she blushed. Josephine kissed 
her and said: 

"It teas treating us like children, Kate, 
but wo must make them pay for it hereafter. 

: For that package and letter to John means 
something, and we shall probably see them 
before long. I wonder what the letter is 
about, and what is in the package?" 

•ftobably one of Mr. Lee's jokes. He is 
quite capable of turning the whole thing into 
ridicule. I dare say ha considers his Vint 
here a prolonged jest," 

"With his poor leg, Kate? You are as un-
Cair to him as you were to Falkner whon they 

r Jirstcame." 
Kate, however, kept her dark eyebrows 

knitted,in a piquant frown. 
"To think of his intimating wksthi would 

allow Falkner to say!. And yet you believe 
ha .has no evil influence over the young 

Mra Hale laughed. "Where are you going 
ae test, Kate!" die called, mischievously, as 
the young lady flounced oat of the room. 

"Where! Why, to tidy John's room. Be 
•toy becoming at any moment now. Or do 
jo* want to do it younelf F 

•Wo, bo," returned Ma Hate, hurriedly, 
I'll look ia a little later on* 

She turned away with a sigh. The ma 
<wa drinlng brflhanUy oatdda, Tkro^h 
the half-open blinds its long shafts seemed 
to be esarrfciag the house for the lost gusets, 

the ho|low shall appear doubly 
What a contrast to the dear dark 

days <* mystsrioiM sscludan and 
•amity, Ut by Let's laughter and theiferk-
Bnghaerth, which had pemsd w qulddyt 
Aî tegottsn outar world eesmed to have 

to tha heaia throogh thorn onsn 
llidwdlen tarn m 

tnt*rmiaabte,art It 
aoo% while they were desp la a 

• wHhJCraBeottkWho 
• pethsHs wordplotaa,̂  tfc, 

tmaMeade pstMlag ta tha •Mwdrlft. with-
md IliaRili, brandy.smsOiag mM «r Jd|yt 

hud' forfa<>sn, whsa they wen 
"" barkjag of Spot oaths 

town beTore hou*e>. ̂  $im >fomen Jpoaett; 
Muri MUljr M MICU OCHT. * 1 

»*Th«!y have returned," said Mrs. #sle. , 
Kate Hin to tbs window. A borSeman waa 

approaching the house. A single jtfaape 
showed her that it wqs neither Falkner, Lee 
nor tlaie, buta stranger. 

Perhaps hebrings some news of Urem," 
said 'Mrs.' Scott, quickly. - So compete bad 
been their proo^cupation; wi(th -the loss of 
their guests that they could not yettonccive 
of anything that did not pertain to it 

Tho stranger^ who was at once ushered into 
the parlor, was evidently disconcerted by the 
presencethê thne women. 
, "Ireckoned to see John Hale yer," he began, 
l^dwrardljr:--;, ' . :*••••-

•' A slî it look of disappointment passed 
over their faces. "He has not yet returned," 
jnidltî :Halebriefly. . ' 

. "Sho! I waiter know. He's bed time to 
do It, I reckon,k aaid the stranger. ! 

"I suppose he hasn't been able to get over 
from the Summit," returned Mrs. Hale. "Tho 
trail is closed." 

"It ain't now, fori kem over It this mora* 
iatonysettif .ivl̂  
 ̂£tfou didn r̂t̂ et anyv; oner -asked 

iCHi Hala h; tfintie at tha 

w ' !- • 
/Along sQenca ansaed. ~ ICt'tmfortunato 

visitor plainly perceived aa eividsnt abate­
ment of Interest in himself, yet he,still 
ttruggled politely to say •""Mthtwg "Then 
I reckonyou know what kept Hale awayi" 
he saiddubiously. V. 

"Oh, certainly—the Mage robbery." 
"I wish I'd known that," said the stran­

ger reflectively, "for I es good esrode over 
jiat to tell it to ye; Ye see  ̂John Hale, he 
sent a note to ye 'splainin' matters by a gen­
tleman; but the road agents tackled that 
man, and left him for dead in the road." 

"Yes," said Mrs. Hale impatiently. 
"Lucluly he didn't die, but kem to and man­

aged to crawl inter the bush, whar I found 
him when I was lookin' for stock, and brought 
him to my house"—-

"You found him? Your house!" interrupted 
Mrs. Hale. 

"Inter ray house," continued the man dog­
gedly. "I'm Thompson of Thompson's Pass 
over yon: mebbe it ain't much of a house, 
but I brought him thor. Well, ez he couldn't 
find the note that Hale had guv him, and like 
ez not the road agents had gone through him 
and got it, ez soon ez the weather let up I' 
made a breakover yer to tell ye." . 

"You nay Mr. Lee camo to your«liouse," re­
peated Mrs. Hale, "and is there now j" 

"Not much," said tho man grimly; "and I 
never said Lee was thar. I mean that Bilson 
was shot by Lee and kem"— . 

"Certainly, Josephine!" said Kate, suddenly 
stepping between her. sister and Thompson, 
and turning upon her a white face and eyes 
of silencing significance; "certainly—dont 
you remember!—that's the story we got 
from the Chinaman, you know, only mud­
dled. Go on, sir," she continued, turning to 
Thompson cahnly; "you say that the roan 
who brought the note from my brother was 
diotby Lee!" 

"And another fellow they call Falkner. 
Yes, that's about the size of it" 

"Thank you; it's nearly tho same story that 
we heard. But you have had a long ride, 
Mr. Thompson; let me offer you a glass of 
whisky in the dining room. This way, 

The door closed upon them none too soon. 
For Mrs. Hale already felt tbn room whirling 
around her and sank back into her chair with 
an hysterical laugh. Old Mrs. Scott did not 
move from her seat, but, with her eyes fixed 
on the door, impatiently waited Kate's re­
turn. Neitiher spoke, but each felt that the 
young, untried girl was equal to the emer­
gency and would get at the truth. y 

The sound of Thompson's feet in the hall 
and the closing of the front door was followed 
by Kate's reappearance. Her face was still 
pale, but calm. 

"Well!" said the two women in a breath. 
"Well," returned Kate, slowly, "Mr. Lee 

and Mr. Falkner were undoubtedly the two 
men who took the paper from Johu's messen­
ger and brought it here." 

"You are sure!" said Mrs. Scott 
"There can be no mistake, mother." 
"Then," said Mrs. Scott, with triumphant 

feminine logic, "I don't want anything more 
to satisfy me that they are perfectly inno­
cent!" 

More convincing than the most perfect 
masculine deduction, this dngle expression of 
their common nature sent a thrill of sym­
pathy and understanding through each. They 
cried for. a few momenta' on each otbarto 
shoulders. 

"To think," said Mrs. Scott, "what that-
poor boy must have suffered to have been 
obliged to do -̂that to—to—Bilson—lent that 
the creature's name! I suppoee we ought to 
send over there and Inquire after him, with 
some chicken and Jelly, Kate. It's only com­
mon humanity, and we must be just, my 
dear; for even if he shot Mr. Lee and pro­
voked the poor boy todxwt him, he may. 
have though tit his duty. And, then, it will 
avert suspicions." 

think," murmured Mm Hale, "what 
they maet have gone through while they 
warn here momentarily expecting Join to 
com*, and yet keeping up such a light heart" 

"I believe, If they had stayed any longer,-
they would have told us everything," said 
Xn. Scott 

Both the younger women were silent Kate 
wm thinking of WalknarV eignWoantspssch 
•etheyneared the house on their laet walk; 
Joeephine was recalltag the remoraeAil pic­
ture drawa byLee, whicksheknewwaehis 
own portrait Buddenly ehe started. 

"Bat lehn wOl be here eoon; what are we 
toteUhlmt 

! f l » r i  
•MMR 

actlyas we did If they had come ̂ without any  ̂
taetsago bxUn John; ml donot know -why 
-we shonld lay any streef on that, or evrai 
«P*kof it The dmple tkd is that we have 
opened our boose to two sttangers in distress. 
Your hnsband," continued Mr. Hale's 

. mother-in-law, - "does not • inquire to know 
more. As to the letter and package, we" will 
keep that for furthter considerationi It can­
not .be of much importance or they would 
have spoken of it before; it is probably some 
trilling present as. a return for your hospital­
ity. I should use no indecorous haste in'hav-
ing it opened." 

The two women Mssed !Mrp. Scott with a 
feeling of relief, 'and fell back into the 
monotony of their household duties. It is to 
be few^d, however, that the abeenoe of their 
outlawed guests was nearly as dangerous as 
their presence In the opportunity it affwded 
for uninterrupted and iniaginative reflection. 
Both Kate and Joeephine were ,'at first 

real charactat of ib» two men tHth whom 
they had associated so familiarly, but it was 
*o disparagement to their sense of propriety 
to say that the shock did not last long, and 

• was accompanied with the fascination of don-. 
ger.Thlewaasoocecded byaicmeciiousnenof 
the delicate flattery implied in tbeir indirect 
influence over the menwho had undoubtedly 
'risked their lives for the sake of remaining  ̂
with them. Tfe hd mpin is not above 
being touched by the effect of her power 
'over the worst man, and Koteat first allowed 
herself to think of Falkner in th  ̂light 
But if in ber later refl6ctions be suffered: 
as a heroic experience to be forgotten, he 
gained something as an actual im>» to be re­
membered. Now that the proposed rides 
from "his Mend's house" were a part of tho 
illusion, would he ever dare to visit them 
again! Would she dare to see him! She held 
ber breath with a sudden pain of parting that 
wnsnew to her; <ihe tried to think of some* 
thing elae, to pick up the scattered threads of 
her life before that eventful day. But in 
vain; that one week bad filled the place with 
implacable memories, or more terrible, as it 
seemed to her and her sister, they had both 
lost their feeble* alien hold upon Eagle's 
Court in the sudden presence of the real genii 
of these solitudes, and henceforth they alone 
would be strangers there. They scarcely 
dared to confess it to each other, but this re­
turn to the dazzling sunlight and cloudless 
skies of the past appeared to them to be ono 
unreal experience; they bad never known the 
true wild flavor of their home except in that 
week of delicious isolation. W ithout breath­
ing it hloud, they longed for some vague de­
nouement to this experience that should take 
them from Eaglo's Court forever. | 

It was noon tho nest day when the little 
household beheld the last shred of their illu­
sion vanish like the melting snow in tho 
ctrohg sunlight of John Hale's return. Ho 
was accompanied by CoL Clinch and Raw­
lins, two strangers , to tho women. Was it 
fancy or the avenging spirit of their absent 
companions! But lie, too, looked a stranger, 
and as the little cavalcade wound its way up 
the slope he appeared to dt liis horse and 
wear his hat with a certain slouch and 
abseuce of his usual restraint that strangely 
shocked them. Even the old half-condescend-
ing, half-punctilious gallantry of his greeting 
of his wife and family was changed, as he 
introduced his companions with a mingling 
of familiarity and shyness that was new to 
him. Did Mrs. Hale regret it, or feel a sense 
of relief in the absence of his usual seignorial 
formality! She only knew that she was 
grateful for the presence of the strangers, 
which for the moment postponed a matrimo­
nial confidence from which she shrunk. 

"Proud to know you," said CoL Clinch, 
with a sudden outbreak of the antique gal­
lantry of some remote Huguenot ancestor. 
"My friend, Judge Hale, must be a regular 
Roman citizen to leave such a family aud 
such a bouse at the call of public duty. Eh, 
Rawlins!" 

*Dontbe la a hurry to tod him anything 
at pnipiil, my cktid,* told. Mri-BaM gently. 
It to vnfortnaate thia. Mr. Ihmnpm otfled 
here, hot wear* not obliged to iiiiiTddiiiil 
what hemyeaowaboat Jd|m»;i»wwigi, or 

/ v 
"iVowd to know you,9 mid CoL Clinch. 

"You bet," said Bawlins, looking from 
Kate to her deter in nndiaguieed admiration. 

"And I suppoee the duty could not have 
ban a very pleasant ona,"aidd Mrs. Hal* 
timidly, wittoot looking at ber budjand. . 

"Oad, madam, thatfe Just it, " said the gal­
lant Colonel, seating himself with a comfort 
able air, and aa eaqr, though by no mean* 
disreepectful tamfflarity. "We went into 
this light a little more than a week ago. The 
<0  ̂scrimmage w^ve had bee been with the 
deteotivee that were on the robbere* track. 
Bal ha! The best people we've met have 
been the friends of the men we were hunting 
and we've . generally come to tbe conclusion 
to vote the other tidntl BsJudge Halo and 

along, the tko man ea 
Uhe to aea jnet now and Aafaa 

hands with are Qeofge Leeand ITafttfUfc* 

r": "The two leaden ti tha party who robbed 
.the coaoh,". eiplaiaed Xr. Hale.' with a 
•Ugfat ntmffit hie wual laecistou .date-
Ml) ^ 

TbethreeWienlookedateadiotherwtth 

hads^ld,they 

. % 4 •• f'fe 
that their late 
pursuit of that party, and that thdr ̂ own 
conduct was spared critfchm. I hardly dare 
write it, but they instantly assumed the • ap­
pearance ofaggrieved martyrs, and fdt as 
if they wecel-

"Yes, ladiesl" continued the colonel, faK 
spired by the bright eyes fixed upon him. 
"Wo haven't taken the road ourselves yet, l>ut 
—pohu honor—we wouldn't mind doing it in 
a case like this." Then vritfr the fluent but 
somewhat exaggerated phraseology of a » 
trained to "stump" speaking, he gave an 
account of the robbery and his own con-
nectkm with it , Ho spoke of the swindling 
and treachery which had undoubtedly pro­
voked F&lkner to obtain restitution of his 
property by an overt act of violence under 
the leadership of Lee. "• He added that he had 
learned since at Wild Cat 8ta$iaa that 
Haridns had fled the oourttry, that a suit bad 
been commenced 'by' thd/ Kxcelisiar Ditdk 
company, and that all available property of 
Harkins had been seised by the 

"Of course it can't be proved yet, bat 
thereY.nodoubt in my |nini that Lse, who 
Is an old fHsnd fit »ed Falkner̂ s, got np that 
Job to help him, and1 that Ned's off with tht 
money by this time end Fm right glad of 
it i-cantsay «s we've done much toward 
it, except to keep tumbling In the way of 
that detective party of Stanner'e, and so 
throw them off the trail—ha, ha! The judge 
here,' 1 reckon, has had his share of fun, for 
while he was at Hennicker's trying to get 
aotne facts from Hennlcker's pretty daaghtar, 
Stanner tried to getnp eomeeortof vigilance 
committee of die stage passengers to bum 
down Hennicker's ranch out of spite, but the 

—Mj-TSTTy. g,L Ti 

Jt was really a highhanded proceeding, 
Joeephine, but I managed to check it," mid 
Hale, meeting eomewhat consciously the first 
jlirect look his wife had cast upon him, and 
falling back for support qn his old manner. 
"In its way, I think it was worse than the 
robbery by Lee andfalkner, for it was done 
in tho namo of law and order; while, as 
far as I can judge from the focts, the affair 
that we wore followiug up was simply a ruue 
and irregular restitution of prbpurty that 
had been morally stolen." 

"I have no doubt you dicUquilo right, 
though I don't understand it,"said Mrs. 
languidly; "but I trust these gentlemen Will 
stay to luncheon, and in the meantime excuse 
us for runnning away, as wie are short of 
servants, and Manuel seems to havo followed 
the example of the head of the house and left 
Us, in pursuit of somebody or something." 

When the three women had enfond the 
vantage ground of the drawing room, Kate 
said, earnestl y, "As it's all right, hadn't we 
better tell him now?" 

"Decidedly not, child," said Mrs. Scott, im­
peratively. "Do you suppose tftey are in e 

hurry to tell as their whole efary? Who are 
those Hennicker people! and they were there 
a week ago!" 

"And did you notice John's bat when he 
came in, and the vulgar familiarity of calling 
him 'judge!1" mid Mrs. Hale. 

"Well, certainly anything like the familiar­
ity of this man Clinch I never saw," said 
Kate. "Contrast his manner with Mr. Falk-
ner's." 

At luncheon the three suffering martyrs 
Anally succeeded in reducing'Hale and hie 
two friends to an attitude of vague apology. 
But their triumph was short lived. At the end 
of the meal they were startled by the tramp­
ling of hoofs without, followed by loud 
knocking. In another moment the door 
was opened and Mr. Stanner strode into the 
room. Hale rose with a look of indignation. 

"I thought, as Mr. Stanner understood that 
I had no desire for his company elsewhere, he 
would hardly venture to intrude upon me in 
my house, and certainly not after"—— 

"Ef you're alluding to the V igilantes shakin' 
you and Zeenio up at Hennicker's, you can't 
make me responsible for that. I'm here now 
oh business—you understand—reg'lar busi­
ness. Ef you want to see the papers yer ken. 
1 suppose you know what a warrant is J" 

"I know what you are," said Hale hotly, 
and if you don't leave my house"—— 

"Steady, boys," interrupted Stanner, as his 
five henchmen filed into the ball. "There's 
no backin' down here, Col. Clinch, unless you 
and Hale kulkilate to back down the state of. 
Californy! The matter stands like this: 
There's a halfbreed Mexican, culled Manuel, 
arretted over at the Summit, who swears be 
saw George Lee and Edward Falkner in this 
house the night after: the' robberyv He says 
that they were makin' themselves at home 
here, as if they were, among friends, and 
considerin' the kind of help we've had from 
Mr. John Hale, it looks ez if it might be true." 

"It's au infamous lie!" said Hale. 
"It may be true, John," said Mrs. Seott, 

suddenly stepping'in front of her pale-
cheeked daughters. "A wounded man was 
brought here out of the storm by his friendi 
who claimed the shelter of your roof. As 
your mother I should have been unworthy to 
stay beneath it and have denied that shelter 
or withheld it.until I knew his name and 
what he was. He stayed here until he could 
be removed. He left a letter tor you. It will 
probably tell you if be was the man this per­
son is seeking." 

"Thank you, mother," mid Hale, lifting 
her hand to his lips quietly; "and perhaps 
you will kindly tell these gentleman that, as 
your eon does not care to know who or what 
the stranger was, there ia no neceadty for 
opening the letter- or keeping Mr. Stanner a 
moment longer." • 

"But you will oblige me, John, by opening 
Hi before them gentlemen," said Mrs. Hale, 
recovering her void and color. "Fleam to 
follow me," die aaid, preceding them to the 

They entered Mr. Hale'a room, now re­
stored to its original ooadition. Ou the table 
lay a letter and a email package. The ejrae 
ot Mr. Stanner, a little abashed by the atti-* 
tnde of the two women, fastened niion it and 
glistened. 

Joeephine handed her husband the letter. 
Be opened it in breathless dienee and read: 
"John Hale: 

"We owe yon no return for voluntarily 
making yoandf a champion ef justice and 
pumuiag us, except it wee to ottw you a fair 
Md aind no favior. We didn't get that mnoh 
from you, but accident brought us into your 
houss and Into year family, where we did 
get it and were fairly vanquished. To the 
victors belong the spoUa. We leave the pack­
age of greenbacks which we took from CoL 
Clinch la the Sierra ooach, bat whichwee 
first stotsn by Haridns from forty-four share­
holders of the Excelsior Ditch. We have no 
ritfdtoaaywhat yoa should do with it, but 
If you aren't tired of following the same line 
of justice that indnced you to ranafterna 
you will try to redara it to its rightful iw» 
ars.. ' vi' 

to kiwfr , "Wttlaav^you'auotber trifle m anevidmoe 

'W#1 ! Si?-

vlc« Ufa 'astOs^UntaCtis 
will find a intlr of boou in tlieic^.vt , 
ddset Tl^y were taken frtifr ,.$lto 
ous feetcSt Manuel, Vo^r wlib, beUe^;? 
ing .the thpw ladies wen lddne.$M4' at^l,.^ 
mercy, entered your house, With anac^muk,^ 
pi ice at 2 o'clock on tho morning-of the 2tst '̂; J" 
and was kicked out by . 'KaS 

"Your olwdieiit servants, 
"GtonoK LEK & J5o\VAHP'FAt.ianti»i  ̂

Hulu's voice and tolor c 

, , always — v _ „ 
peeled somethiiii; that night," said, Mi*, Hate 
and Mrs. fck-ott in tho same breath. ^ 

"Thnt's all very well attd lilw^e^nm-Lea^  ̂
biglj falutin'," said .Strutter, am^oatpng the 

MauueL PU trouble- you to pass ovep Jhafr 
package."  ̂ piCg 

"Excuse me," said Hale, "hut I'hdfeve thftr^lk 

is 

myself." r. , 
"But," said Stanner. furiously interpasliig, !' * f'! 

"rve a warrant to sdm that whawver'foaadf̂ f̂ '̂  
'and I dare you to diitobey the law." • > < ̂  
< "Mr. Stanner," said Clindj, slowly,  ̂
ore ladies present If yon in >̂upon:havinjg'f1''' 
that i>ackage I must ask them to witbdraw, 
and I'm afraid you'll find me bettcr p 
to resist a second robberj'tlian I was tbel 
Your warrant, which was taken' .out bjr:tiiell¥ 
express company, ie supplanted by civil pro-
ceediugs taken. the day befoie yedin&y^M^ 
against the property of the fugitive swindled 
Harkins! You should have consulted thh/f 
sheriff before you came here." 

Stanner saw his mistake. But iii tho faces '' 
of his grinning followers he wss obHgiM to-
keep up his bluster. "You shall heiir from 
me c^iin, sir," he said, turning on his heel, ; 
"I beg your, pardon," said Clinch grimly*' • 

"but do I understand that ut last I am " 
havo 1 ho honor"-

"You shall, hear from the company's laer^-1 
yers, sir," said Stanner, turning red, 
noisily leaving the room. 

"And so, my dear ladies," 
"you have spent a week with ahighwnyciiiiii;}.^!^^ 
I sa^ a highwayman, for.it would be iiard 
call my young friend Falkner by tluri. nanie 
for his first offense, committed under great 
provocation, and undoubtedly iustigiU  ̂by ̂  ' 
Lee, who was an old friend of his, and 
whom ho came, no doubt, in desperation.-" 

Iuiti stole a triumphant glance at iler .si^ i 
ter, v.-ho dropped her lids over bra,'-giist^tag;̂ '';y^^f'"~" 
cj'es. "And this Mr. Lee," slie continued 
mora gently ."is ho really a high Way man r' \ ,| 

"George Lee," said Clinch, settling himself *' ¥- J: 
back oratorically in his chair, "my dear young 
lady, is a highwayman, but riot of the com- " - v 

mon sort He is a gentleman bdrn, madam '̂;' • 
comes from one of the oldest families of the • 
eastern shore of M^yland. He never mixaa ; 
himself up with anything but some of the 
biggest s rikes, and he'ai an educated man. 
He Is very papular with ladies and children; 
he was never known to do or say anyttdng 
that could bring a blush to the cbeek of 
b e a u t y  o r  a  t e a r  t o  t h e  e y e :  o f  i n n o c e n c e .  J *  ; £ .  v  
think I may say rm sure you fwnd UialH 
Bfc" 
S shall never believe him anything Imt * •" 

gentleman," soidMra 8cott firmly. 
"If he has a defect it is perhaps a too reck* ' 
ss indulgence in draw poker," iiaid the-

colonel musingly; "not unbecomirig. a gentle­
man, understand me. Mm Scott, but perh^pe : . -
too reckless for his own good. George played" : 
a grand game, a glittering game, but pai'doa 
me if I say an ^certain' game. Pve told, 
him so ; it's tho' only point on which we e^er\ ' 
differed." 

"Then you know him!" said Mrs. Qala^. 
lifting her soft eyes to the colonel. 

"Iha»'o that honor." • •'••..i • V. 
"Diahis appearance, Josephine," brpke.te 

Hale, somewhat ostentatiously, ''appear^- Mg' \nl 
—er—er—con-espond with, these qualities!" ^ e 
You know what I mean." • 

"He ciertainly seemed/very: arrt'plo 
natural," said Mi's. Hale, •dightly':idrawli<g!-'.-^^^^ 
her pretty lips together. "Ho did not. wear- SS 
bis trousers rolled up over bis boots bv the ; "4ff 
company of ladies, as you're doing now, nor-
did he make hi$ fii"st appearance in thia' JdOL 
house with such a bat as yon woi-oihis tnorn-
ing, or I should not have admitted bitn.'*»''":! 

There were a Jew moments of embarrassing 
silence. ' 

"Do you intend to give that ^ackogo to 
Mr. Falkner yourselif, ooKineli!" asked Mrs.. r ? 

Scott 
"I shall hand it over to the. Exenlfdor. com*-

pany," said the colonel, "but 1 shall inforvi 
Ned of what I have done." . - „ 

"Then," said Mi* Scott, "will-' you kindly 

§wi> 

S*4ii 

take a message from us to himi" 
"If you wish It." 
"You will bo doing me a great favnr,' colo. 

nel," said Hale, politely. 
Wliatuver the ntmxage win, bIx morttht-

later it biought Edward Fnlkiifir, t.h* re­
established siqiRriiitendent of the Fn»Mar : 

Ditch, to KbrIh'h Court. As he end ICaiie 
stood again on tb»> pluteou, hmfeing ttWurdi* 
the distant slopes ouce utoro grwn wttU vok. : 
durei Kalkiter Miidr - . 

"Everything here lookr 't» t did th« Rnk 
day I saw it, except your stster." 

"The p ace does not -agmo with her," said 
Kate hurriedly. That Ik why my brother 
thinks of leaving It before the winter sete 
in." 

"It seems so sad," Mid Falkner, "for the last 
wonts poor George said to inn, aa be .left; to-
loin hk coadn'a corp> a| lUchm<i(Ki, welez 
'If I'm not killed. Nod, I hope noma day to> 
stand again beside Mrs. Hale at UMi windbw f̂, 
in Ragle'* Court, and watch yoa and Kite*' 
coming lioutel'" 

IMaeevetyer a>Vfeaaoi«. »">' 
Vteaoaw time part rumors have been ear*' 

tent in Conetentlnople of the discovery of ifc.: 
fabulous trsasure in the district of Sivas, in 
Asia Minorrand the attention of the govern* 
meat having hem caUad to the mattpr.tlw 
report hae besn preved to have sosae inm4h> 
1km. tteeeoMrthat anArnsmian tf theaMe 
,alX^>eiyannott(w<«ha« msmnl .hddMiiiidr'' 
of 8ivm dî layedcarioeegafcl 'eafaa whielk 
cobeingqaeetkaadeetothdr """ 
•aid had been-foandin a rsgicn _ 
poor shspherda Inquirise, and nnaliir.: aa .̂..,r.. 
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