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, EXPLORING ALASKA. ., 
4tv- •• * • • • *  

RETURN OF THE UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT EXPEDITION. 

Unb fieorge M. Stoney, V# S. N., Spends 
a Year and a Half in Seeking: the Se-

i ' crcts of That Frozen Land»Some Light 
•n tl»o New Territory. 

Slowly but surely is tho territory of Alaska 
forced to give up its sccrcts. Government 
j»nd private expeditions have recently re­
turned al ter visiting unexplored portions of 

: this territory, while missionaries and mercan­
tile companies are settling in tiio country lor 
permanent conquest. 

-WIHTSB QUAHTER8 Of STONEY EXPEDITION. 
The latest expedition to return was that of 

Lint George M. Stoney, U. 8. N. This ex­
pedition was eent-out over a year age to ex­
plore that portion of Alaska north of the 
gnat Yukon river; and between it tod the 
Jfdie ocean. The winter quartan of the 
«xpedition were a» Fort Cosmos, and from 

: time as a center sledging parties were sent 
. 4ttt.ln all directions. As'nrachof the coun-
4*fJ»ad never been visited by a white man 
feefore, many of tha natives threatened to re-

i «bt this intrusion of tho explorers, though 
Alley were representatives of the government 
«f that region, carrying the Stars and Stripe* 

Mr. A. D. Wolfe, who accompanied the 
-expedition, writes briefly of some of its points 
of interest as follows: The Nushegak river is 
the fourth largest river in Alaska, the Put­
nam or Koowak river, which has attracted 
so much attention lately, being but a small 
stream in comparison with the Kusbegak. 
Fort Alexander is the name of the trading 

•- post of the Alaska Commercial company. 
1 .Largo quantities of land furs tire obtained 
Itere, the source of supply being the entire 
Alaska peuinsula on its western side. Wit h­
in the past few yeans three salmon canneries 
•have been established on the bauks of the 
ariver. Tho fish, which are very large, are 

• caught in great numbers by means of traps 
•set at low water in the mud. One of the 
ipeculiarities of this river is the immense rise 
.and fall of tho tide. At low water, in order 
to obtain a landing, nearly a mile of mud 
:flat has to be traversed before reaching the 

.<:house. Upon its upper portion, the Nuslie^ak 
: spruce abounds, forming dc i u groves, while 
the precipitous cliifs on either side form very 
picturesque scenery. ' ̂» 

" TBS EXPEDITION ON THE MOVE! 
From November until May the river is 

ftoaen over, and then the hunting season 
-continences.' Moose, deer and grouss abound 
in the mountainous district between the lakes 
«( the northern portion of the peninsula. 
The.snow lies very deep in the forests, and it 
leqdim the aid of snowshoes to traverse the 
«ountry when engaged on sled trips or bunt­
ing expeditions. In the summer traveling is 
'done by means of a three-hole kya^k. portages 
Mag mads between the various lakes that 
atadthe country. 

Lake Ilamna is the largest body of fresh 
water iujthp territory. It toquirss from t*r© 
Co three days to cross from shore to shore. 
High mountains, some extinct volcanoes, 
«thsrs only partially smplderiujg, border on 
the lake. It has been snpposed that Lake 
Baikal, in Siberia, was the only interior 
tody of fresh water into which seals run up 
from the; sea; but investigation proves that 
thespotted seal also frequents the waters of 
Lake Ilamna. Lake Teechak is another large 
body of fresh water, but its position has not 
yetbeen definitely placed upon any ai—ir«. 
chart Tue natives at Nushegak and upon 
the Alaska ponlnsula are docile, and possess 

• similar traits to. those of the Eskimo race. 
' Schools - are ' about to be established among 
them. Although perhaps without much suc-

at tho outset, they may eventually be 
aomewbat educated. At present the people 
want the teachers to. pay them to come to 
achooL v Many of these natives are member* 
Ot the Russo-Greek church, a resident priest 
haviqg-dispensed religious comfort to them 
Xora number of years. 
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Information concerning lands, lots, and business chances in Griggs County, can be obtained from 
the COURIER oflice. 
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NATIVE HUTS AND CACHE. 
Their houses are similar inform to those 

throughout the western portion of 
Alaska, viz., built of timber and earth, under-' 
ground. Their caches, raised on poles, are 
receptacles for dried salmon and other food 
Cor winter supplies. Salmon forms the mate 
Hood, and as the run of these flsh upon the 
Hosbepak is immense, large quantities at» 
stowed. Numerous small rivers empty into 
"the Behring sea, the Ugashik and Tagiak 
(feeing the principal ones, while the second 
largest river of the territory, the Kusbkoquim, 
—ibouches into Bristol bay. Numerous gift­

's are seen un tho shores of Lake Ilamna* 
— clear, blue ice appearing like a mirror sat 
iaH deep, somber framework of green sprue* 
and brown rocks. Some interesting forms of 
facial action may also be seen, ths cliffs 
feeing worn-almost smooth -by ice and tha 
•ocks diiseled as if by human hands. 

The entire Alaska, peninsula prssents pie-
teresque, and, with its la«ie lafces tod (heir 
wuadsrful sevner^teonsof the most inter* 

on the south; ftom^the United States on In 1885 Nine Thousand Tom of wheat to graze land that by tickling with a pfen*^) 
;; the east, to where the foot hills of the was marketed at this point at such a will "laugh with a harvest" and tha* , 

f C.| 5 s J ĝreat western watershed commence to price that had the receipts been equally bfeaks a cast iron binder all up 'the first A 
In tlie ibdva enlfraving of Coopers- pitgi, and toil— distributed to the people of the county, season. Cattle fatten at the straw stack. 

town it will be seen, that the waving ]\< <?,! $100 in cash-would have been given to while barley in sixty days converts the * 
wheat .fields, encroach upon, the y^lage Some m rap, - • c < every man, woman and cHild. tJo rich lean "razor back" into a shapeless ball 
green-^-that tlie suburban viUas. aro not And some in tags, ^ and vast is the country that centres at of lard. Tlie finest breeds of Perch^ro* *v: 
as yet in c«*e-rthat the city is Immersed And some in velvet, gowns. point, if one-lialf of the arable land and Clydesdale horses art carefully chI- " / 

in an illimitable sea of pare air, resting With a population of less than 1,000 should be cultivated to wheat, the yield tivated, and thrive upon the native 
upon a basis of vegetable loam, of un- souls, draining the trade of 1.600 square at 20 bushels per acre, by close mathe- grasses better than the best timothy or 
paralleled extent, and fertility—that air miles of richness, popul. ted by an hon- matical calculation would be m excess , red top. 
and earili ate shimmering continually est, industrious and thrifty people, it is of 175,000 tons. ; The horse, cattle and hog market of ^ 5 

in a prcxysm Of mutrial admiration, not to be womlered at that its churches. In addition to the cultivation of cere- Cooperstowu is a revelation to eastern- ̂  
But for the necessary curtailment of the bauks, elevators, stores, hotels, news- als, the surrounding farmers are raising era. * 
horizon in the illustration the papers, horse markets, lumberyards, horses. cattle,p.gs and poultry for which The very best of land can be had at J 
honest farmers might be seen toap- coal and wood depots, architects, rain- they find a ready market. As a grazing $5 per acre in the vicinity of Coopers-
proach the great rural trading point, isters, lawyers, doctors, milliners, dress- country the only draw back is the ex- town, while tne city offers the best in-
from the Mouse river, on the north, to makers, blacksmiths, machine ware- ceeding fertility of the soil, for it re- ducements to enterprising bHsines* 
the main line of the Noxtliern Prcific, houses, are the best in the world. quires moral courage in the husbandman men. UV 1 ,v  ̂  ̂ 1 < c v 
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% An improved farm of 506 acreswithin sight of three elevators will be sold very cheap. Every 
acreis flrst-olass Wheat land, except some excellent meadow. An improved farm of320 acres—sH  ̂
good wheat land-cheap for cash. A magnificent improvcdtract of520 acr̂ adjoining alive towit 
can he had at a bargain. ' i ^ , U "A^"" 
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