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_EXPLORING ALASKA. -
¥ U AN
RKETURN OF THE UNITED STATES
GOVERNMENT EXPEDITION.

Lisut. Georgoe M. Stoney, U, 8. N., Spends
@ Year and a Half in Secking tho Se-

" grets of That ¥Frozen Lund=Somé Light
on the New Territory.

Slowly but surely is the territory of Alaska
forced to give up its scercts. Government
and private expeditions have recently re-
turncd after visiting unexplored portions of
" ghis territory, while missionariesand mercan-
tile companies are settling in tho country, for
Permanent conquest.

-expedition, writes briefly of some of its points
of interest as follows: The Nushegak river is
the fourth largest river in Alaska, the Put-
namior Koowak river, which has attracted
20 much attention lately, being buta small
stream in comparison with the Nusbegak.
Fort . Alexander is the name of the trading
post of the Alaska Commercial company.
Large quantities of land furs are obtained
here, tho source of supply being the entiro
Alaska peninsula on its western side,.  With-
in the past few years three salmon canneries
save been established on the banks of the
wiver. The fish, which are very large, aro
<caught in great numibers by means of traps
set at Jow water in the mud. One of the
jpeculiarities of this river is the immense rise
.and fall of the tide. At low water, in order
to obtain a landing, nearly a mile of mud
‘flat has to be traversed ‘before rcaching the
ihouse. Upon its upper portion, the Nushogak
:spruce abounds, forming dense groves, while
‘the precipitous cliffs on either side form very
plcturesque scenery.

THE EXPEDITION ONX THE MOVE.

From November until May the river is
frozen over, and then the hunting season
commences.. Moose, deer and grouse abound
4n the mountainous district between the lakes
of tbe northern portion of the peninsula.
The snow lies very deep in'the forests, and it
requires the aid of snowshoes to traverso the
<country when engaged on sled trips or hunt-
fng expeditions.” In the summer traveling is
«donse by meansof a three-hole kyack, portages
eing made between the various lakes that
stud the country.

. Lake Ilamna is the largest body of fresh
water in the territory. . It fequires from two
€0 three days to cross from shore to shore.
High mountains, some extinct volcanoes,
others only partially smoldering, border on
¢he lake. It bas been snpposed that Lake
Baikal, in Biberia, was the only interior
Sody of fresh water into which seals run up
from the sea; bus ‘investigation proves that
¢he spotted seal also froquents the waters of
Lake Ilamna. Lake Teechak iz another large
body of fresh water, but its position has not
yet been definitely placed upon any Alaskayu
chart. Tho ‘natives at Nushegak and upon

the Alaska poninsula are docile, und - porsess
similar traits to_those of the Eskimo race.
8chools ‘ are 'about to be established among
them. Although perbaps without much suc-
Apass at tho outset, they muy eventually be
somewhat educated. At present the people
want the teachers to. pay them to come to
achool.’; Many of thess natives aro members
of the Russo-Greek church, a resident priest
baving dispensed rcligious comfort to them
for a number of years,

NATIVE HUTS AND CACHE.
" Their houses are similar in form to thoss
sean throughout the western portion of
Alasks, viz., built of timber and earth, under-'
ground. Thewr caches, raised on poles, are
Feceptacles for dried salmon and other food
for winter supplies. Salmon forms the main
-food, and as the run of thees fish upon the
Nusbegak ‘is immense, large quantities are
stored. - Numerous small rivers empty into
#he Bebring sca, the Ugashik and Tagink

-dbeing the principal ones, while the second |.

] river of the territory, the Kushkoquim,
wembouches into Bristol bay. Numerous gla-
«ciors are socn on tho shores of Lake Ilamua,
- #be clear, blue ice appearing like a mirror sot
Au%y deep, somber framework of green spruce

and brown rocks, Some interesting forms of |

action may also be scen, the cliffs
worn - almost smooth by ice and

socks chiseled as if by buman hands, |

The entire Alaska, presents pic- |

ey

the COURIER ofhce.

Information concerning

lands, lots, and business chances in Griggs County, can be obtained from.

In the above engraving .of Coopers-
town it will be seen, that the waving
wheat fields, encroach upon the village
green--that the suburban villas. are not
as yet in esse—that the city is tmmersed
in an illimitable ses of pure air, resting
upon a basis of vegetable loam. of un-
paralleled extent, and fexrtility—that air
and earth are shimmering continually
ina proxysm of mutnal admiration.
But for the necessary curtailment of the
horizon in the illustration the
honest farmers might beseen to ap-
proach the great rural trading pomnt,
from the Mouse riyer, on the north, to
the main line of the Noithern Preific,

An improved farm

.

peninsula
! Muz‘u.whahhrshb-mw
wonderful sccnery, is one of ' the most intey-
 asting portions of the wervitary,

on the souzh. from the United States on

tbe east, to where the foot hills of the
great western watershed commence to
pitch and roll— :

Some in rags,
And some in tags,
And some in velvet gowns.

With a populationof less than 1,000
souls, draining the trade of I.600 square
miles of rickness, popul. ted by an hon-
est, industrious and thrifty people, it is
not to be wondered at that its churches,
banks, eleyators, stores, hotels, news-
papers, horse markets, lumber yards,
ceal and wood depots, architects, min-
isters, lawyers, doctors, milliners, dress-
makers, blacksmiths, machine ware-
houses, are the best in the world.

of 508 acres

In 1885 Nine Thousand Tons of wheat
was marketed at this point at such a
price that had the receipts been equally
distributed to the peopleof the county,
$100 in cashvould have been given to
every man, woman and child. 8o rich
and vast is the country that centresat
<his point, if one-hal? of the arable land
should be cultivated to wheat, the yield
at 20 bushels per acre, by close mathe-
matical caleulation would be 1 excess
of 175,000 tons.

In addition to the cultivation of cere-
als, the surrounding farmers are raising
horses. cattle,p.gs and poultry for which
they find a reacy market. As a grazing
country the only draw back is the ex-
ceeding fertility of the soil. for it re-
quires moral courage in the husbandman

to graze land that by tickling with a plow %
will *laugh with a barvest” ‘and thas
breaks a cast iron binder all up-the first
season. Cattle fatten at the straw stack,
while barley in sixty days converts the
lean “‘razor back’’ into a shapeless ball
of lard. The finest breeds of Percherom
and Clydesdale horses aré carefully cul-
tivated, and thrive upon the native
grasses better than the best timothy o
red top. ; :

The horse, cattle and hog market of .

Cooperstown is a revelation to eastern— ,{\

ers.

The very best ofland can be had a%
$5 per acre in the vicinity of Coopers-
town, while tne city offers the bestim-~
ducements to enterprising business:
men.

o

for cash. A magnificent improved tract of 520 acres adjoining alive town

: ( &
within sight of three elevators will be sold very cheap, Every
acre is first-class wheat land, exceptsome excellent meadow. An improved farmof 320 acres—all ; -
good wheat land-—-cheap
can be had ata bargain.




