DIARY OF
CORPORAL ANTON PRIFPECY
13ﬁ! I‘t QO D .lst Div.AE. P, p
;‘p&:aggzzd this Yook va Jan.28%19 at Neured,Prussia,whils on a three day pass.
L% ®

I have decided to bagin another diary ,having loet the one I started when I left

Farge N.D.August 18 1917.1 enlisted in the Nat.Cuard at PargeWN,D.1864 Inf.Cc.B 41lst Division
-~ We drilled there unthl Sept.29='17. On the 29th we had a parade in town and we

got almost three thousand dollars for ocur mess fund. At nine 6%:lock that night we loaded
on & train and left for Charlotie W.C. It took us four days and niyes t¢ reach Charlotte
passing thru some £ of ths most important states in the union.

I falled to talk to sister Laura &s they would not leot ue cut of the truia at
NOBY1%:.0ur tradn ran over = blind woman shortly after lesving ¥!'p'1's, ¥¥ made several
stops on the road and went out and took physieal exercise.¥e stopped about two hours in
phicagoe and went down to the lake and washed our fest.

On the meraing of Oct.2 we landed in Camp Greens Charlotta H.C.Here we were
put in squad tentsOur squad consisted of 8 good menCpl MePnree,L.D.Johneon,Jack Hurley,
Rexley kyers,¥itich,Bennie Severtson,Pickles,and mysslf.l rec'd & package from sister
Laura while at Camp Greene.Cpl MeBnroe and I ate the chicken.Our infantry/ § went to
the rifle range & distance of 12 miles.I worked at the canteen while ut the range,and
had all the icecream candy and emokes while T was there.It took me a 1035 time to got

used to army 1life as the bugle did not agree with we,

Nev. 18,1917 we got orders to move to ~anp Mills,Long Islnnd U.Y.'c got padd
on the train and there phdfé/ sure wos somwe heavy hoker games dyring the ride.%¥e landed
in Camp Mills Wov,19 Our supply of chow was very short.Bennis fevertson,Witick,and I
scouted out and got cur supper from Hq.Cc.It was wet and cold hers We worv ngnin put in
sguad tonts and drilled € hours = day.

The people of Hew York invited cur division out for Thanksgiving dinner Every
one who went out reported & good time and more than they cculd esat.Camp ¥illa was a very
poor camp-nothing btut mud.On Dec.6 we moved to Camp Merritt N.J.This was a very good camp=-
good barrasks and waterworks all thru the camp.%e did not drill here .We washed our clothes
and took = bath every dag.The nite we left Cpl Hamilton and his squad robbad a centesn
and got away with a large booty cf cigarettes and tobacco.

OnDec.4 we got orders to sall for Prance, Thig is when the bigs first begsn
to think of homs and the good times they used to have there. Wo losded on the *Vaterland®
at twelve o'clock that day and salled at about seven oclock on the morning of the 15th.
¥o all yelled good bye to the Statue of Liderty ,and hoped 1t would not be long before
we returned to it.

Qur trip acrose the pond was more ©f a joy trip tham snything elsa .Thers was
not « soldier on the boat who ever thot s submarine could ever sink uwe.During the day we
would visit each other and tell steries,during the evening there wers boxing and wrestling
matohes in the diming roew. All lights had to be out sfter dark except in the diningroon..
I met John Lyle on the boat.Ve landed in the docks at Liverpocl om Dec.24,%1l7. Ve stayed
in the boat all day and in the sfeningfd we entrained for Winchester England, Camp
Devandaldown was the name of the camp and it gsure had 3 good name,as we were about starved
out the second day we were thers.Fverybody was broke and out of tobseco.%e had put our
tobaceo in our barrack bage befors we left the states.We fjiff had our Xmse dinner in this
camp, It sure was a good dimner-one turkey tc fourteen wen,snd cooked with the feathees on.
Thie ecamp vas a dirty place with nothing to eat,but what can s fellow expset of a bunch
of dirty Englishwen,%me of the boys of our company were on M.P.duty here and they sure
were glad whea night came and could come home and get s cup of v‘nld-bt coffoe and & piece
of bread and goat sheese,

On Jan.l 1918 we sailed across the Fnglish Channel for Frence.Takk sbeut sick
boys? Eveybody on the bost was sick,even the old Tnglish Sailers.¥e puked all over the
floor and on the walls and everywhers you could think of.¥e landed in Huvre France about
twelve ocleck the next day,and hers we were unloaded right sway snd sent to » camp in the
cutskirts of town.¥e were put in squad tdnts and got cur f{irst meal since leaving Emgland.
We got supper sbout midnight and every body was good and hungry.It rained all day and that
night we walted in the chow line about twe houvs befors we got our chow.

Jan.3.we entrained for La courtine France.¥e were put in cattle cars,40 men
to a car,and the cars were about half! the size of the ones in U.%, Of course it was not
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8¢ bad,half of us could sit down snd take a rest while the other half stood up and kicked
their heels to kesp warm. After dark Cpl Hamilton got tut and stole a stove which we rigmed
up,and it sure helped us to keep warm.Of course the onss mext to the stovs got all the
heat.Cpl H.also hooked a tem gallom jug of whiskey.Bemson and I got a box of chocolate
containing 200 bars.We ate candy and drank whiskey until we were hardly able to take cars
of ourselves. ' o

We landed in La courtine on Jan.4,19184dféf after a hard disagreeable trip.
We had good barracke here but the chow mas poor.Russian soldisrs had been in these barracks
before we got thers and trouble had arisen smomg them, They killed akmost all of their officers
and then the French got their artillery into sctiom ,shet up a lot of the buildings and
captured ;21 the Russians.¥e staysd here about five days and then were split up from the
outfit,.All the privates were transferred to the First division.It wes a sad day we left
our old outfit.There were a good many of the old nomecoms who cried like scheolboys when
uot;hook hands.Our old Colonel cried like s schoolbey who had just been spanked by his
wmother.

Jan.9 wef were losded on cattle cars and shipped to Huddlecourt France.¥e
rode for three days and nites.Pvt Meachem and I stole a stove the first nite ,and the #
second we got a ten gallon jug into cu# car.0f course we thot we wers getting whiskey,
but nit ! it was eyrup.Vell,we all filled our canteens and them we genily placed the jug
on the side of the track. This was another disagreeabls trip.It was too cold to lie down
and sleep and toc orouded to sit up.What &s a fellow going to 80 in a cese of this kind?

Jan.12 1918 we landed in Huddlecourt and we were sure a hungry bunch of
boys.Shortly after we lit we got dinner and everybody ate until they could hardly walk.
We shaved, washed and brushed up.Well,we began to feel better now.The next day we were
all ordered to have our hair cut.Some B.S/about the regular army,but of course we were
not in the national guards now.The firet time we fwll in it was ,"Snap out of it' Shape
it up ' You are not inthe National Guards mow,you are in ths regular army". On Jan.4
weall received our squipment and got our firet test in the gas chamber.We all thought
that this wls going to be a dangeroud proposition.However we all went thru all right
and no one was gassed.

On the 15th we starter for the trenches.¥e had 2 blankots,one suit of
underwear,our toilet articles,reserve rations,and 100 rounds of amunition.We had some
load.It rained and the roads wors sleet.It was hard hiking and some of the boys had to
be taken in on the ambulence.l was all in ,but the last five kilometers 1 hiked ou my
nerve.l Borrowed 25 franks from Hegg and wemt out and bought some steak ,tock it over
to a French woman and had it fried.%he made gsome coffee,and we ate hard tack and our
steak.It sure was fine.The next morning I woke up and found ourselves in a haymow.It
was very cold ,and the boys who tocktheir shoes off were out of luck,as their shoes
were frosen stifl.Well,we did not hike the next day,we went into Fronch houses and got
our ¢lothes dried ,got some hot feeds,and on the next day hiked a distance of 8 kilometem
The reads were not so bad this day,Ii took us about eix days to reach Ansinvillie,a
town about six kblometers from the front.Whem we were about ten kilos from Ansinvillies
we split up and hiked in groupe of platoons,The reasson for hbking this way was so the
enemy could not estimate the amounts ¢f troops coming in ,and ancther thing if the enemy
would locate a number of men of five of six hundredthey would turn their artilery locse
on us,

Qur company $tayed im this town ons week.¥e went up to the lines every
niteand worked on the trenches.l saw mervin Armstrong one day and he had the experiencs
of sticking his head over the parapet and letting a German eniper take a orack at it.

The ball went thru hias helmet bdut it did not hurt him,

OQur company went into the fromt lines one néte and it sure was cold,wet,
and disagreesble.We had to wade in water knee deep before we reached our position,and I
tell you it was no fun tc stand on post all nite scaked to the skin, Tobacco was very
sgarce and the chow was worse.About six o'clock that morning ocur artillery put over a
barrageon yhe Germans.Pvt Fascina and I were om an outpost,and we were almost froze stifi,
but when the barrage quit I was as warm as if I had been next toc our big heater on a
cold winters day.Leave it to me there was a good many of the boys whé thot the same as
I did,and that was the world had come to an end.The heavens were all red from the {labtes
of the guns,and our tremches and the Berman trenches were ounly seventy~five yards apart.
You can see where the artillery had to throw their shells guite accuratemot to let them
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not hit 42 cur trenmches.2 fow of the shells fell in our trenches bdut no one was killed
The next nite we were relieved by the third batallionand we weht back to Ansenvillie,
and dug trenches at mite.%Ws did this work for a wesk and then we wont back to the
lines agein.These twenches wers fierce.Ws stdod on post at nits and during the day
we would work on the trenches and try and get some water cut.Well,one day we got our
socter of the tronches in fairly good shape.¥hat I mean with good shape is that the
water would not go over the top of your shoes.We wers all glad and giving each other
compliments on our 4rench.At six o'cleck Prits threw over a barrage and filled ocur
trenches full so that we ¢ould mot get thru them at 2ll.When we went to chow that
moraing we had to grawl om our hands snd kness from ome shell hole te ancther.We got our
trench cleansd out agaim that dayeo that we could stay down out of sight.This is the
way it went all the time we were in the trenches. Chow was almost imposeidble to get to
- us ,althe they would manage to get some hot slum.a litgle coffeo,and emough bread for
& grasshopper cnece a day.This would be brét to ue by a detail from sach platoon at mide
uight.It was carried in cane liks the creamery milk cans we have back home.Sometinmes
Frits would throw over a few shells and spolk all our chew.
Fascina and I had en outpost,and thers was a dgd/ desd Frondhman about
twenty~five fest {rom our post,and when the wind blew in the right direction we could
hardly stay on our post. On night two Cermans come sneaking past our post,about [ifty
feot from us.They had quite a job getting thru the wires.The wires were so thick a
rabbit could not get thru them without getting snared. We did not shoot 4f ae we did
not want to give our position away. I went back to our trenches and told our Lt,about 1%
and he got the company on the alert., 4 few nights later about twanty dutchmen came over,
but our men saw them befores they got inte our lines,ond we opened up on them with cur
automatic rifles and 4hirty-thirtys.They soon dissppeared. The boysp said they got a
couple of thew as & short time later they returned and carried the wounded away.

One night when the third batallion was in the lines the Cermans camm over
with & ewall reiding party of twe hundred nmon,*I* and "Z" Cos,loet abouthalfl of their
wen . ¥o were gsent inte the lines the next day %o help c¢leanupy the trenches and carry
out hhe wounded. We loat o/ 1f£/41/##h/fVde/ one man that day. He was out picking scuvenkrs
off a doad Gorman.0f course we all thought this was a great battle,The dutch went back
without a singls prisensr.They laft all their hand grenades and high explosives in our
trenches. ’ :

One nite whan we had been relieved frem the trenchesfff our platoon got
lost and our Lt. told us to wait whers we wers,while h# and one of the sargents weat
out to find the way out.We ware afraid of running inte the Cerman lines.I lay down on the
ground and weat to sleep. When the Lt.returmed they moved cut and left me there.l woke
up about am hour later,frosen t¢ the ground and all alome.l started to hunt my way out,
but I got into ec much barb wire entanglemente that I decided tht it was best for my
health to wait for daylight.l unrclled my blankets and lay down to wait for dayloght.
Mter staying there I detected the difference Between the roport of our batteries and
the Germans. Sc I made up my pack and started out to find some Americans.After crawling
thru the wires and wakking about a kilemetor I was halted and asked fof the pass word.

1 answored amd told him the password,and then he teok me into their dugout and looked
me¢ over.After he was sure I was not & German epyhe went out vwith me and showed me the
way home. Just as I resched the wagon road an amunition wagon came by and gave ne a
ride.l got into Amsenvillie before cur company 4ddd.

¥e slept in barnes and old housss that had been shot to pieces.¥e always
got cne day rest after bekng relieved from the lines.Somesimes we would not get as far
back as Ansenvills after deing relioved We would have to stop at Scherprey, az small towh
2ll shot to pieces. Thers was not a single building in this town which had not been
shot to pleces.Pritz would always throw over a fow gas shells at night in this town
80 that we could not sleep. While baing im this town was the same as being inthe third
line tronches in support.

‘ One day Colonel Parker gams thru our trenches and he stopped amd spoke
to & young fellew who was all mud and wet. He asked him how he would like to get a
new suit of clothes and a good long fédft rest. The young fellow said"Five®.The Col.
gadd,"You will soon get it".Ypu can/fé#/4k¢ imegine how the boys felt when they heard
this news, We had beem in the trenches about two months without having our slothes off.
¥o sure knew what the ogocoties were By this time .l could resch down in wy shirt any
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time I wanted to and bring out a good,big,fat cootie without looking for them. :

On the night of March ths seventh we were relieved ,wsnt back %o jnsenvillig
stayed there ome day and rested,and on the nintk we got trucks mnd started for the rear.
We had a tlidfheé/ thres hour ride thet day .We weng thru Huddlesourt and the tows cur
company atopped at was Traveray.¥e got paid a few daye after we got here,and ogge wore
wuite plentyful hers.lL.D.Johnson and I bought twe dozen eggs,cheece,butter,broad and
jam and wert down to the ereek and hed & good big feed,

The third day after we 1it I was in the Y.N.C. A. and I heard an engine
rusning in the back room ,The ncise of the engine seemed familier to me,ec I asked the
Y.M.man what he had in the rear of the building .Fe told me it was a Deloo Light plant.
Well, I went in and looked it over and wished I was back im Parge.Thet mite there: was
& movie show in the Y.und they served hot cocos snd cookies.l felt like a new men that
nite,being in a room 1it up with Deleo light,sxd cne of thekr movie mochines showing
us the picture ol Charlie Chaplin. We drilled here for about three weeks ,had a couple
of baths,got rid of a few cooties,and sverybody had the pleasurs of eating o fow egge.

Well, ome day we got orders that we were golnf to move to snmother fromt.
Our Ltd. cume in ond gaid that we were going to another front snd that it wes north.f
That spells action.Of gourse we all sobersd up and thot we were going %o see the real
stull,as we Led boon reading in the pspere whet the Huns hed been doing to the Fremch
and Brittieh, The Allies had got them stopped befors we got %o the froms.

On the nineth of April we were stagted for the Plcardy fromt.%e loaded
on the train amd rode for three days and mites,going thry the outakirte of Paris.¥e £
sov some beautiful ecountry and scemery on thiis trip. We unpoaded in e small town and then
we started on 2 long march.It was very ware and we carried two blankets,extra pair of
shoew,one sult of underwear,iwo pair sox.reserve rations,toilet articles oversoat, helmet
s=-a load of ebout omehundred and foriy pounds.Soms load im this hot weather. The third
batallion killed four men in ome day om this hike.M Co. was the unlucky companmy. We
stopped for tem days at Pra Lavillie and drilled.We Took up the Frendh drill now,as
it was believed that their way of going over the top was better than the Amerigan. There
wie a French captain along with us.¥e left there and went to Cantignay.Om the twenty-
sixth day of April we went inmto the trenches.l well remsmber what our Lid,told us when
when he told us it spelled action. The artillery fire and the machinegum fire was fiorce.
After dark a fellow was darn glad to R@ep hic hood under cover.It was almost impossible
to get chow to the men in the fromt lines.It was ome continucus round of artillery fire.
As soon se it got dark Fritz would put adout twice as many guns working as bn the day
tiwe. Gus was usedin some part of our sector every nite,all the while we were in the
lines.We went from twemty~four to fifty-eight hours without chow.Water was almost Zjkjé/
impossible to get %o we.

On the sixth of May Pritz put over a six hour heavy gas attack.The §
casualities were very heavy in our bataillion.C Co's cssualitios wers about seventy-five
percsut. Our company lost the least of any of them. The next day a report came out that
vwe were going 1o be relieved,as we did not have men enough to hold the lines.Howsver
we wars not relievel.¥e stayed in the lines twenty-one days without being relieved.

Ve could not get enough water to shave with,and I guess if the Germans had come over,

we would not have needed to five a simgle shot,because we all lovked sé tough that we
would have scarsd the devil.

: We we-s continually told to ba on the mateh as Usrmans are coming over
tonite.Well they 4id not come over except onceé in a while they would asend over a

raiding party.Patrols from both sides were busy every nite,and one tims our patrol and
the German patrol came together. There wee not much of a fight excepting the exchange

¢f a few hand gremades. Well the nites were very long in these trenches as we were always
worrying abo#t the Fritazies ocoming over,and them the chow was eo poor that we were #f
starving. Tobacco was very short.Sometimes four or five men would have to smoke ome cigaréte
I recsived a package from sister Laure while in these trenches,clgars,raisins,chocclate,
gun,~and it never in 4the world could have come at & betier time.

When we went after chow it took about thirty men,as we carried chow
for the whole batallion.¥e had to go aboup four kilometers afier chow ,and the only way
to get to our chow wagen was to go thru deademan®s valley for a distance of about one
Pilomster. This was a very bad place to take men because Frits would shell this velley
continuously and thers was not s single nite Pidf/#idi/ pasced dud what = bunch of men
would be caught there.
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Our batallbon hemdquarters were at Villertarnalle.This town was shelled and §
covered by machimegun fire day and nite.Our compamy lost about twenty-five men during

this hitch inf the tremckes.Our Ltd.Bloom was hit in the face ome mite by maching gum

fire but he did met die. On the nite of May 16 we wers relieved and went back to Poden
eourt for o few days rest. We stayed here for a few days and then returned to the second
lines.Hore we stayed for four or five days ,duckinf Pritsie’s big shells ant taking in a
good big breath of his gas now and them. On the nite of May 25 we returned to Bodemcourt
and were held there im support of the twenmty-eighth infantry. we piled rooks and stremgthen
strengthensfour dugouts in goed shape. ,

On the morning of May 28ththe 28th Infaniry and the second batallion went over
the top and captured cantignay.The Germans made seven counter attacks on them ,but in vain.
The German guns all opensd up and worked comtimuously for two days and nites. We were mot
called out as the twenty-eighth held off all counter attacks. Jume third we went into the
trenches at Ecclaimvillers. We wers im support here snd did not worry much about the
Germans as we were four kilometers from the front lines. :

June l4th we méved to the fromt linesat Grievemnes.This is whers a woalihy
Frondhman had his park and chatesu,but it did not look like a park now.It was all shot
to pleces and the ground was all covered with dead Qermane and *frege®lt stunk so that
lots of the boys went to the hospital with enfluency.In these trenches is where I sew
wy first German fall,altho from where I was I could mot tell how badly he was hit. We
stayed here for several daye ,and on the moraing of July 4th our batallion and the Germans
tried to see who could put over the momt shells.But both sidss put over enough to suit me.
Thers was hell on earth this morning and I kmow it.

July 9th wefd wore relisved bp the "Progs® and we got trueks to Pistula.
Here we cleaned up ,got clesn clothes.cooked curselves some goossberries,stole a chicken
and cooked up & good feed.Wallmer,L.D,Johnson.Daigle,snd I had current sauce and a good
fat goose for dimmer. We went from here to......where we got paid andthe Y.N.0.A. man
cume to town and we bought chosolate,cigarettes,tobacco and cookies.¥ell,we did not stey
in town but a few days until we got orders to move still farther to the rear.We got
trucks ons morniag amd left for the south.¥e rode all mite and part of the next day.
Here we 1it in a small town,stayed hors two days,whem we goi orders %o move to the {roamt
again. We took our basck tracks almost all the ways.We unloaded in some big woods and
camped here cme day and oms nite .OVUr whole division was cemped in theee woods.This was
the last time I spoke to Mervin Armstrong.He came over to my company and we had quite a
visit that day. We both had some cookies and chocolate along with us. ¥We ate them and
then bid good~bye to eack other,and said we weres going after the Humm. Well we did ,
but there fik was one less after the battle,so we could not tell our tales to each other. _

At noon on July 18th we started for the front. We hiked the aftermoon and fhfl4/
aifé all that mite.¥s got into position about four-fortyfivein the morning of July 183 h
Fifteen minutes sll the guas om our side opened up at the same tiwe.Every gua was set to
fire at the same second. Cur company commander blew his whistle and made a motion with hie
hand. Forward® and before we kmew what had happened we were on the top going towards the
Gorman linss.As far as I could see to our right and left were "Sammies"going forward,
The first half hour we 814 not looss a man,but then we met the Gorman darrage. Hero we
lost quite & few men.I well remember the squad om my 13f£ right about sixty fest away.
A big shell 1it between them,and all I saw afterward of the squad was one man on his feet.
¥oll,I got thru that day and all of my squad did the same.¥e met with very heavy artillery
and machimegun fire that day.The Cpl.of our squad was the only officer in our company whed
our Div.was relieved.The officers and non-coms wers all wounded or killed.Lid.pllen was
wounded and Major Hane wans killed. Ou the second day we ram in® a real live hornet's nest.
We lost §uite heave hers.Our major gave us orders to retreat and we did.We fell back about
four hundred yards and toock #p another position.About eéleven oclock we went forward again
but in vain. We did mot fall back this time ,but they held ws so that we could not break
their lines.Qur tanks wers all out of commission by this time,so we had to depend on ocur
hand gremages and rifled to do the work.We had advanced so fast that our artillery was of
very little good. We flopped im the wheat which was walet high,and took what cover we could
find. The squad I was in was still together and not a single one wounded,The seven of us
lay down in a squad colusn about ten feet apart.The balls wers dropping all around us,and
the Cpl.and four of the other men jumped totheir feet amd went back a short distancs.
My gumner yellsr,"Let us go with them".I said,"Stay thers”,so we both tried to meke our
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gelves a8 small as we oould. I put my amunition dag and helmet in front of my head and

lay there direetly facing the machine gun that were firing on us. All st once I felt some
thing warm touch ny hand. It was a bdall which passed between my second and third fingers
sund wont thru my Bk helmet and lodged in my smunition bag. If I had mot put the helmet
end ssunition: bag im fromt of me,the bull would have struck me in the top of the dead
and gene thru me leagthwise. However,some one got closs encugh to ths machinegun mletfs
to throw a fow hand grenades into the pit. That seon put & stop $ortheir fun. $be bullet®
soon atopped coming 80 thick smud we went foreard sgain. That night we camped inm a ravine
and did patroi all thet night. We got some chow up from the kitchen that nite,snd we gbt
our canteens filled up with water. I stole about two hours sleep that nite. The third
morning wo went forward again and we sure were = %ired bunck of boys.¥s ndvanced about
three kilometers that morming and I 444 not sce & single Gorman.But they surs sent a lot of
G.I.coms over at ue. Several of our boys went west this morming and our gonpany was getting
- very emall, ¥e dud in on tne side of the railroad track and waited fof Che 16th infentry
to sdvance on our left.The shells wers falling very thick and sverybody tock what shelter
they sould find.I had a hele dug about four fest deep ,and I sure kept mu head down.
I heard some one yoll and looked #p to see what he wanted. It was a runner and he wantsd to
know where the 26th dmfantry is.1 raised up out of my hole ,and while I was $alking to him
a large shell 1it close to Mw and blew him to & hundrsd pleces. & little piecs of it
etruck me on the {inger.I stayed im my hole about twe hours ,snd when the firing eased hp
T got up and beat 4t %0 the resf.I got to a first ald station amd a short tiwe later I was
put on a truck snd etsrted to the respto a hospital, The truck was jammed full of wounded
msn.We stoppsd st a field hispital and had our wounds dressed,and from there we got ok a
Red Cross traim and gfdfddd/ {58/ 4Ké/ Mddwent to S1.Angom Prance.On this train %o where I
saw and ate my first plece of white bread simce I loft the states. We 14t at the hoepital
on the 22nd of July.Eere we got a bath ae soon as vwe got off the train.4l) our clothes
wore taken away from us and we wero losued pajames.] was not siock dut wes wighty glad to
#tay in bed fer three days. To sleep in a bed meemed ec good that I wonld have given any
thing in the world 41f I would not have to return to the linss again.After staying in the
hospital for two weeks it began t0 look #s 4% I was about ready for the lines sgain. A few
days later I wae sent to a convalescent camp at Nevers France.Here I stayed for three weekas
and did light duty. Iwas sent from here toSt.Agonmy Prance ,s replacement camp.l stayed hore
one week ,got all mew ofuipment and was sent bdack to my compamy.l had not got any mail since
I left the company 80 you see I was quite aansious to get back to the company.
f}‘;:g-«*«‘--\ e hbout ome thousand of us was shipped out of this cesp.Ve got orders to have our
packs rolled and be ready to lesve camp at six oclockthat eve. We were all on the job,
but as usual the train was late and 1t rained sll night. We st€od around all nite in the
rain.About ten gelock the mext day our train came.0f courss we had not had & bit to eat
since supper the nite before,snd the wud was knee deep. But this was a start of trench life
again. This army life is fun,mething to do but eat,sleep,snd smoke cigarettes.But I do hope
if war ever breake out agaln ,and I have te enter the game,somedody will tak® a good shot
at me before I start. FHowever they got us packed into boxcars,about 38 strong in each
car,threw in a box ¢f haidd bread and a case of corned beef ir each car,and gtarted out.
We were on the road five days and nites,before we were unloaded.¥hon we wore unloaded that
eve we had 15 kilemeters to hike to reach batallion headquarters.Hers we got soms hot goffee
snd slept wherever we gould get a place to flop. The next morning wae Sept.6 I found my
- company.They were campen in sowe woods close to Verdun. It wae raining and everybody had
pitched pup tents.l crawled in with L.D.Johnson and his squad. We stayed there a few days
and then we got crders to make ancther hit or the Huns.The nite of Sept.llth £ we statted
fot the lines.¥e hiked sll nite im the rainm gnd mud ,and got into position before daybreak
the next morming. We thot we were in position but we wers not ,because sverybody was lost.

Our artillery had beon working 21l nite and we had lots of big heavy gune workiag
oz Mount Zek. We went over about six oclock that morming but 4id4 not meet very sireng .
resistance.The Hune surrendered sacily. ¥We captured lots of artbllery pieced,stors houses
full of small arms,all sertes of clothes and squipment,end lots of beer,bet little chow.
We dreve the Hums back sbout fifteen kilos on the twelfth,and om the 13th the Prench clesed
in on our flanke and capiured all the Cermene in the pocket. The eleiliasns living,wvho lived
here,had beon held prisoners for four yesrs,and they csme ocut and gave us a drink of
sacppe as we passed thru their villages. .

On Sept.l4th we wors relieved and marched towarde the rear. Ye rested for two
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days in gome German barracks ,and them got trucks smd stsried towards amother fromt.

¥e rode ome dag and mite ,and then we were umloaded and camped in some woods for about

a wesk,The company got padd here.But me and a few others who Mad been im the hospital

did not get paid. We left hers and put in a good lomg mite hiking. Several of the doys

wont A.W.0.L. that nite,and several fell out that mite. We camped in some Fremeh barrscks

for a few days,then we got trucks asd started for the fromt.We rode all day and hiked all

nite. Thed mext morming we dug im and were im reserve fo the 85th division. We stayed

here for four days walting for the big gums to get placed.On the morming of Oct.4th we wemt

ovor the top. We drove the Germans bdack six kiles that day bdut our company did mot loose

80 very heavy. ¥ Compamy lost very heavy. yo dug in or a side hill that nite and the Cermans

fired on us from doth sides and the froat. We held our ground here for about five days

and on the morning of Oct.9? we got orders tcrtake Hill 240. There was a very heavy fog

and we could not see a man tweaty<two yards ahead of us. Our batallion was formed at the

foot of the hill about fifteen minutes Befors the barrage sitatted. The Germane got wise

to us and they opened up om us with machine gum {ire. Our barrage and the Germans' started

at about the same time. We made very slow progress as the Dutch had all kinds of machine

guns,and our mem fell like flies. Pyt. Svaboda and I were im a shell hole about forty yards

from the German lines. We stayed here and after the §4f fog dlew away did some good sniping
Here is where I saw the first German fall from & rifle shot. Boys from old

Co.B 164 who fell in this battle wwrel.D.Johneon,John Banmieter, Fred lay,and Burdell.

oo‘ D lost very heavy.We had thirty-six men amswer their mame after the battle. The léth

Inf. csptured a Gormam colomel,dut there was mot very many Cermans captuted. On the 10%h

we advamced about f 4 kblos,lost a few men .Pvt.Albert Wallaer {rom Hunter was wounded

here,and four other mem and I carried him out to the firet aid staticmthat nite,but he died

just as we reached tharve.

We were relieved on the 1lth sad went back about tem kiles. Hers we got
some replacements ,stayed here ome day and ome mite.%hen we started om & lomg hike sad 4
expocted a long rest. We hiked about ten daye 4o Rosness France, Here we were reerul tod
up and started to drill sgaim. we drilled about ten days .them we siatted for the fromt
again. We got trucks amd rode towards the fromt lines. Ve rode ome day and mbte and them
we oamped in some woods. We had to stay hid déring the day,and at mite all lights had %o
be put out. The remsom being German planes. We stayed in these woods about ten days,and
then we got orders to make amether push on the Hume.

On the nite of Nov we started towards the fromt a distamce of twenty
kilos. It raimed all mite amd we got lost. Our Captain was soting major and I was on side
of Mmone time while he pulled out his map to see where we were. ye were in some woods .
and of ocourse it was impossidle tc find out where we were,becsuse the rain would put out
his match and the map got wet. Well,we got ordeds to take a rest. Ve unrolled our blankets
and slept about am hour ,when we got orders to move again. Lots of the mem fell out,and
wher we got there we did mothave more thaa half a compamy. At five oclosk in the morning
we were inm position to go over the top. Everybedy was all inm and hardly able to wakk.

I did not dare to sit Sowmbecauss 4f I did I was afrsid I would be so stiff I ocould uot
get up and wakk. Vo advanced about eight kilos that day,lost a few men,but we did mot meet
with strong yesféidnsd/ with stromg resistsnce.

That nite we dug im om top of Hill 242,%ut we had to retreat latedfd on
account of artillery fire. That mite I led my squad away {rom the gompasy about ome huadred
yards and I told them we were for to hide from the rest of the company. We foung a good
place to dig im,and we did. we dug ourselves in good and deep two men to & hole. While the
men were digging I scouted out to see 4f I could fimd something %o eat. I got up close to
our company,snd I hesrd our captaia vgetting hie orders {rom the major. Here is what the
major told our captain,"Be at Sedan before daylight in the morming with your company®
1 heard him say it was about twemty-five kilos. These news sounded good~—like hell. Ve
had mot had any sleep for two mites excspt that ome hour im the woods the mite before.
Well,I wemt back to whers the squad was and I told them to de gplet as the coupany Was
about 0 move and I was mot able to make a 25 kilos that mite. Alter I had besm aslesp #
about an hour ome of the boys came over and gave me a pull or the leg.He sald Sergt.Myers
was around yelling for Cpl.Petersom. I told him to go bsck im his hole aad stay there and
mot to make smy noise. Well it was mot more thaa fifteea mimuted befors I vas sound aslesp
and when I woje up the sum was shiming im my face. I got everybody up a=nd told them e
roll their blankets,while two other mem and I went out and looked for chow. We were not
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gone more tham ome hour whem we returned with s large can of coffee s can of bacen and

s box of hardtack. ¥We ate sll we ouuld and put the rest of it im cur pascks MHow we wers
veeling peetty good and ready for shother dattle. ¥s started out te find our company. ot
course s were not in very much of a hurry sbd we 4id not have & commanfer. ¥e elapt in 2
town that nite The Hune had left it ibe day before, ¥We bummed eupper from stme Fremch

peopie that nite and ssved cur bacem for breakfsst. Atout eight ccleck the mext dsy we startdd
out to Iimd our compasy Two hours lster we met them on their return. The compsuy wee sswn
stroug,the rest of the men had all full out or besn sent to the howspiial. We caxped in &
small town thet day,got eome Bot chow ,end sbout four oclock fhet day we sterted for the

reafs The Fronch had taken Sedan before our compsny got there.

‘ %e camped ia some woods that nite and ihe 10th of Nov.we siarted %o hike towards
the resr. Ye heard that the guns were to stop st sleven vclock the next day,but ve éié not
believe it.Everybodythot we wers making s flank movemeni. On the sleventh we siattsd tovards
the rear agoim. 1 purposely got lost from the company thet morning becouse I d4i4 net havo
any tobaceo,and if I could get away from the compsny I kmew I could get tobacce. 1 found
sncther boy that was lost that day and we hiked together. Of course wo always knew where
our cospany wse. We lemrned of the Second Bivision commlesary snd made for that town. LL)
ronched this town about one celoek and we Bed not heard a gua fire for s long time. The

wounded soldiers were cowing in truck loade. The Second Divigion had gome over the top that
rorning 8t five colock amd there wes lots of fight left in Pritz yet. We camped witht cur
corpary thet nite and cocociomally there wae a gun that would fire, When wo would hear a
gun {ire we would say ,"Now do you believe that peace has come?® Our major told us that

day that peace come but we would not believe 14, There seemed 46 be = lot of fight
left in thess blx Germans ,snd they ked plenty of smunition. We could not see any sign
of the Germane beiug weak,the only ihing was, whenever we captuted sny of them ,their chow
goemed short. Bui thers waB plenty of beer.

_ur hike hed just started wow sboug the 13th of Nov. Vo camped in some woods
near Vu\i&a sné during the mite thers was » contimual colebration. Most of the boys wers
too tired to celebrats ,but still ikers is always somebody ¢hati you eannot kill All a fellow
gould see that nite was sky rookets being sent into the air,and sll kinde of them.Of
course thiw was stuff that hed been captured from the Cormensp Now we were sllowed to ¢
suoke and build a fire after dark,the first time since we came over here== that is vwhen
we were mesr the lines. It sure leoked funmy to see fires on every hill,snd all over.

¥eo learnsd that we were golng to march into Germany snd form our lines there,
stay there a short time,snd then sall for U.S. You cma imagine how the boys of the lst Div.
felt to hesr tids news,because they hed beem the first over and wanted to bs the first
back. 1 d¢ mot remember very wany towms we went thru,but I will try and outline the
route we took. Cur hike was s herd drag all the way on segount of the coumtry being se
pilly. We would make asbout 135 kilometers = day. The roads were muddy and everybody wae
woak from bebug in the ffdhld4 1limes for sueh a long stretch. There wae lots of the boys
who fell out the first week ,but everybddy etayed by it se long as they could, on sccoust
of them telling ws that we were going home soon and by way of Belgium.

The firet town 1 remsmber the name of was the capital of Luwumberg. We Jd/
pagaded thru this town and passed im review for the Queem of Luxumberg. Bt this time the
boys wers quite tired,but sverybedy tried to hike with a enile. Our next town wee VillaRue.
Here we stayed ome mite and iwe days. ¥e had some clothes issued to us hers. ¥ost of the
boys got shoes ,but they wers of the Emglidh make,and our boye sannet hiké in thsse shoea.

The result was that almost every men ihat had o psir of these shose got erippled up sond
and then they would throw the shoes and go barefooted,or get some old ehoes which were
#é¢idhs/ worn out Gersan shoes or anything they could find,beg,or steal. Duriag this hike
we weree s¢ ¢lose to the Huns thet sometimes wo had to stop befere entering & town and
let the Huns get out.

Our next sgop wes Mexthum.It was om the line between Luxumberg and Germany
on the Kossele River. Ve staped here for seven days snd then resumed ourmetch. The reason
for staying in this town for so long was that we could mot enter Germany until a certain
date. Then we sbiered Germamy we set out gidAdd points snd guards but had no £
trouble of any kind. The people wers all goed to us. We stayed in Trisrs one nits snd day.
Now we began to striks soms resl hills "ewall mountaina®. The horses that hauled ithe supplies
wors 80 poor and road Arilled that they could hardly wakk. Now I know that & man gan out
hike & horse.The artillary horseswersihe same way.It takes a muls for a war horse.
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Duriag this hike we got two meals & day ,but the Cermane fod us most of the time.
Our mext etop wae at Coplems We paraded thru this tows and them got dlllets and stayed
bere for sme day and » nite. Everybody was glad to estop im such a large tows as theore was

lots of girle om the streets. We were allowed down town Put we had to go in pairs,and

had to be armed with o hundred rounds of amunition and a rifle. You cen imagine me iryimg
to meke eyes or flirt with & Duteh girl amd a big long rifle on my shoulder. However I
did not make much of a hit in this town.

We continued our hike to Gremzhausen. Here we stayed in & school house, got &
bath and some mew underwaar. We stayed here for about two weeks. We left here on the 27th
of Dec.1918. We drilled every day ,raim or shine. I oftern wondersd if we ever weant thru
this again,if our officers would fenefit By these experiences.

On the 27th we left Gremshausem and our next sfff town was Naxsain Now we were
within five kilometers of the front lines.A.sand B.Cowpamies were in the fromt lines. Our
drbll whem we first struck this town wae eight hours a day.

On Jan.8th,Goddard,a Cerman Yoy,and I went out humting.After 2a half{ hours hunt,
the boy drove = desr on me and I got 1t at the first shot.

Jem.19.0oddard and I were out hunting . Goddard shot a deer.

Jam 20 Was out humting dut mo luck.

Jan,22.Cash,CGoddard ,and T wore out hunting.Godd. shot two deed and Qfash.shotone.

June 27th at 7:30 oclock Pyt.Thomms Lugar and I got ordews to report to the

orderly room.The Top said to ws,"Are you ready to go home?"and we both replied "Yes".
"Wsllj" he said ,"go amd get your equipment and turm them®, Well,tAXf/ talk about two
happy old etiifs, we sure were. Luger and I have been in the same squad {rom the tinme we
were om the hike,and now we have pledged ourselves to one hell-of-a~time the first might
that we are turmed loose in Wew York.

B, June 27,1919 A.D.

1, Mhibkdd/ Ligas

I Thomes B. Lugar and Antom Petedson do sclemnly swear that we will raige hell and do
anything within thw law,and that we might break the law,providing we are the only ones that
know about it,on the first night we are turmed loose in the great city of New York.

Ge rmany
Antom Paterson
(SPAL) Themas B.Lugar
Swora in and sigued befores me on this date ,June 27,1919
Anton Peterson, Thomas B.Lugar.
Justice of the Peace.

Jume 28.we left Coblems at 10 eelock in th morning emroute for Brestf, The train cammot
go fast smough to please the doys. It is 3330 P.M.and we are at the espitol of Luxumberg.

Our route home:

Lusterod, Montebar, Sheirshalm, Verges,Enger, Cof lens, Cochem, Witt1ich, Triers, Cons, liachtun,
Luxumberg, Thionville, Ale Lor.Hagondange, Mets, Noveant,Ponta, Mourxan, »Luerdum, Fschertul,Digon.
Taylom,laroche,Golony,Paris. Left Paris on Jume 30,arriving im Brest at llocloek on Julg lst

We are cleaning up and gotting ready to leave fot the U.S,0n July 5th nu\la!t
Brest at 2 Ocloek im the sftermoon. We loaded the ship Lidermtor,a stosk boat.About 2500
troops om board. This is our secomd day out amd it has been grest sport. First day out
we made 251 miles,second day 377,third day 243,fourth day254,fifth day291,esixth day 268,
seventh day274,eighth day 245,nimth day 248,tenth day 148,eleventh day 214, twelfth 239,



