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TOUCHING THE
D'ESCRIPT’IO(N

. OF | '
SUTHERLAND.

UR Scottith writers have hitherto er+

red in defcriving the fituation of Su-
therland ; for it hath Caithnefs toward the
eaft aAd north-eaft; ‘Strathnaver toward
the north; Affint toward the weft; Rofs, |
toward the fouth and fouth-weft; and
the German fea toward the fouth, fouth-
eaft, and eaft. Sutherland, in the Irith lan-
guage, is called Cattey, and the people
Cattigh. Cattey did contain fometime all
the region lying betwigt Tayne and Dun-
gesby, being divided in the midft by a
mountain called Mond, or Ord, which
runneth from the fouth fea to-the morth
fea: and the country which is now called

A



2 SUTHERLAND.
Catteynefs, was firft, fo named, as the nefs
or promontory of Cattey ftretching itfelf
eaftward from the hill Ord. This is the
opinion of one Andrew, Bifhop of Cattey-
nefs. And in the old Englith writers, (fuch
as Hoveden, Walfinghame, and others) it
is always written Catteynefs: fo that Boe-
- thius failéth in drawing the etymology of
Catteynefs from Catus (the proper name of
a man) and nefs; which déubtlefs procéed- -
ed from the ignorance of the Irifh lan-
guage.

<«



( 3)
CONFLICTS.

The Conflict of Drumilea.

ABOUT the year of God 1031, in the
days of Malcolm the fecond, King of Scot-
land, the Danes and Norwegians, under
the condu& of Olanus and Enetus, feated
themfelves in the north parts of Scotland,
and «ook the caftle of Nerne, where they
became very ftrong; from. thence they
fent divers companies of foldiers into the
neighbouring provinces, not only to prey,
but likewife to feat themfelves there, as
they fhould find occafion and opportunity.
Olanus did then fend a ftrong company to
invade the provinces of Rofs and Suther-
. land, and to deftroy the inhabitants; which
Alane Thane of Sutherland perceiving,
he affembled his countrymen, and the in-
A 2



4 CONFLICTS.

habitants of Rofs, with all diligence; and
fought a baule at Creigh in Sutherland,
againft the Danes and Norwegians, who
had then come from Nerne in Murray, and
had landed in the river of Portnecouter,
* which divideth Rofs from Sutherland. Af-
ter a long and doubtful fight, the Danes
were overthrown, and chafed to their vef-
fels. The monument whereof remains
there, unto this day, at a place called Dru-
milea before Creigh.

Tbe Conflié of Enbo.

ABOUT the year of God 1259 the
Danes and Norwegians did land at the fer-
ry of Unes, with a refolution to invade
Sutherland ‘and the neighbouring provin-
ces; againft whom William Earl of Suther-
land made refiftance,and encountered with
them betwixt the town of Dornoch and
the ferry of Unes, at a place called Enbo.
After a fharp confli¢t the Danes arc over-



. CONFLICTS. 5

thrown, their General flain, with many
others, and the reft chafed to their fhips:
in memory of which a monument of {tone
was there ere&ed, which was called Ri-
Chroithe, that is, the king, or general, his
crofs; . which, together with divers burials,
is there to be feen at this day.

T he Confli&t of Beallegh-ne-Broig.
ABOUT the year of God 1299 there
was an infurre&ion made againft the Earl
of Rofs by fome of the people of that pro-
vince, inhabiting the mountains, called
Clan-Iver, Clan-tall-wigh, and Clan-Leawe,
The Earl of Rofs made fuch diligence that
he apprehended their captain, and impri-
foned him at Dingwall; which fo incenfed
the Highlanders, that they purfued the
Earl of Rofs’s fecond fon at Balnegowen,
took him, and carried him along prifoner
with them; thinking thereby to get their
captain relieved. The Monroes and the

A3 .
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6 CONFLICTS.,
Dingwalls, with fome others of the Earl
.of Rofs his dependers, gathered their for-
ces, and purfued the Highlanders with all
diligence; fo overtaking them at Beallegh-
ne-brong, betwixt Ferrin-donell and Loch-
brime, there enfued a cruel fight, well
foughtin on either fide. The Clan-Iver,
Clan-tall-wigh, and Clan-Leawe were al-
moft all utterly extinguithed ; the Mon-
roes had a forrowful vi&tory, with great
lofs of their men, and carried back again
the Earl of Rofs his fon. The Laird of
Kildun was there flain, with feven fcore of -
the furname of Dingwall. Divers of the
Monroes were flain in this confli& ; and
among the reft, there were kitled eleven
of the houfe of Foulis, that were to fuc-
ceed one another; fo that the fucceffion of
Foulis fell unto a child then lying in his
cradle. For which fervice the Earl of Rofs
gave divers lands to the Monroes and- the
Dingwalls.



CONFLICTS., ¢
- The Confliét of Clagh-ne-berey.

ABOUT the year of God 1341 John
Monro, tutor of Foulis, travelling home-
ward on his journey from the fouth of
Scotlapd, towards Rofs, did repofe himfelf,
by the way, in Strathardale, betwixt Saint
Johnftoun-and Athole, where he fell at va-
~ riance with: the inhabitants of that coun-
try, who .had abufed him; which he de-
termined torevenge aftcrward Being come _
" to Rofs, he gathered together his whole
kinfmen, neighbours, and followers, and-
declared.unto them how he had beenufed,
and’ craves their .aid to revenge himfelf;
whereuato they yield. Thereupon he fin-
gledout 350 of the ftrangeft and ableft
men among them, and {o went to Strathars
dale; which he wafted and fpoiled; killed
fome of the.people, did carried away. their-
cattle, :In his return home (as.he was paf--
fing :by. the Ifle of Moy with his prey)
'Macmtoﬂa, chieftain of the Clan-Chattane, -
o A



8 CONFLICTS.

fent to him to crave a part of the fpoil,

challenging the fame as due to him by cu-

ftom ; John Monro offered Macintofh a

reafonable portion, which he refufed toac-
cept, and would have no lefs than the half
of the whole fpoil, whereunto John would
not yield. So. Macintoth conveening his.
- forces with all diligence, he followed John

Monro, and overtook him at Clagh-ne-

herey, befide Keflak, within one mile of
Invernefs. John, perceiving them coming,

fent 50 of his men to Ferrin-donnel with

the fpoil, and encouraged the reft of his

men to fight. So there enfued a cruel con-
fli&, where Macintoth was flain with the

moft part of his company. Divers of the

Monroes were alfo killed, and John Mon-.
ro left as dead in the field: but after all

was appeafed, he was taken up by fome of
the people thereabout, who carried him ta

~ their houfes, where he recovered of his

wounds; and was afterward called John

Back-lawighe, becaufe he was mutilate of
an hand.



CONFLICTS, 5
- The Confli of Tuttum-tarwigh.

THE year of God 1406 this conflit was
foughtin at Tuttum-tarwigh in the fouth-
weft part of Sutherland, as it marches with
Rofs. Upon this occafion Angus Macky
of Strathnaver married Macleod of the
Lewes his fifter, by whom he had two fons,
Angus Dow, and Rory Gald. Angus
Macky dying, he leaves the government.
of his eftate and children to his:brother .
Heucheon Dow Macky. Macleod of the
Lewes underftanding that his fifter, the wi-
dow of Angus Macky was hardly dealt:
withal in Scrathnaver by Heucheon Dow,
he takes journey thither to vifit her, with
the choiceft men of his country. At hiscom-
ing there, he finds that fhe is not well dealt
withal ; fo he returned home malecontent;
and, in his way, he fpoiled Strathnaver, and
a great part.of Brea-Chatt in the height of
Sutherland. Robert Earl of Sutherland be-. -
ing advertifed thercof, he fent Alexander
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-Murray of Cubin, with a company of
men, -to.aflift ‘Heucheon Dow in purfuing
Macleod, and to recover the prey. They
overtake Macléod at Tuttum-tarwigh, as .
he'and his company were going to the weft
fea; wherz:Alexander Murray and Heuche-

 on>Dow invaded them with great courage..

"Fhe fight was long and furious, rather:
defpérate than refolute. In end they.re-

-covered the booty, and killed Macleod with
allhis company. This confliGt gave name
to-the place where it was foughtin, being
then «called Tuttum-tarwigh, which ﬁgm-'
fieth:a plentiful fall or flaughter;- and isfo
eallcd unto this da.y. Do \

o T/)e Conflict of Lqin-Harpf[deIl.

THE year of :God 1426 Angus Dow
Macky, with his fon'Neill, enters Cattey«
nefs:with all boftility, and fpoiled the fame.
‘Fhe-inhabitants of Catreynefs aflembled |
with-all diligence, and fought. with Angus

A)



_'CONFLICTS. I
Dow Macky at Harpifdell,where there was.
great flaughter on cither fide. Whercnp'on.
King James L came to Invernefs, of .in-
tention to purfue Angus Dow Macky for.
that and other fuch like enormities. An.:
gus Dow, hearing that the King was at In..
vernefs, came and fubmitted himfelf to the
King’s mercy, and gave his fon Neill in
pledge of his good obedience in time com-
ing.  Which fubmiffion the King accepted;
and fent Neill Macky to remain in captivi-
ty‘in the Bafs; who, from thence, was af.
terward Gdlled Neill-Wafle-Macky.

T he Confliét of Drum-ne-coub.

THE year of God 1 427 Thomas Macky
(otherwife Macneill) -poffeflar of ‘the lands
of Creigh, Spanzedell and Polroffie in Su-
therland, had conceived fome difpléafure:
againft the laird of Freeth-weik, called
Mowat, whom Thomas Macneill did eager-

ly purfue, and :killed him near the town



1 CONFLICTS.

of Taine in Rofs, within the chappel of
St. Duffus, and burnt alfo that chappel, un-
to the which this Mowat had retired him-
felf as to a fan&uary. The.King hearing " -
of this cruel fa&, he caufes proclaim and
denounce Thomas Macneill rebel, and pro-
mifed his land to any that would apprehend
him, Angus Murray (the fon of Alexan-
der Murray of Cubin above-mentioned)
underftanding the King’s proclamation, had
fecret conference with Morgane and Neill
Macky, brethren to this Thomas. Angus
offered unto them, if they would affift him
to apprehend their brother, that he would
give them his own two daughters in marri-
age, and alfo affift them to get the peaceable
pofleflion of Strathnaver, which they did
claim as due to them; and (as he thought)
they might then eafily obtain thc fame,
with little or no refiftance at all, fecing
that Neill- Waffe-Macky (the fon of Angus
Dow) lay prifoner in the Bafs, and Angus
Dow himfelf was unable (by reafon of the
weaknefs of his body at that time) to with-

\



CONFLICTS. 13

ftand them. Morgane Macky and Neill
Macky do condefcend and yield to the
.bargain; and prefently thereupon they did
apprehend their brother Thomas at Span-
zedell in Sutherland, and delivered him
to Angus Murray ; who prefented him

to the King, at whofe command Tho-

mas Macneill was executed at Invernefs;
and the lands of Polroflie and Spanzedell,
which he did poflefs, were given to An-
gus Murray for this fervice; which lands

his fucceflors do poffefs unto this day. An-

gus Murray for performance of his pro-
mife made to Neill and Morgane Macky,

gave them his two daughters in marriage.
" Then Angus deals with Robert Earl of
Sutherland, that he might have his attol-

lerance to conveen fome men in Suther-

. land, therewith to accompany his two fons-
in-law to obtain the pofleflion of Strath-

naver. Earl Robert grants him his de-

mand ; fo Angus having gathered a compa-

ny of refolute men, he went with thefe two

brethren to.invade Strathnaver. Angus
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Dow Macky, hearing of their approach,

convened his countrymen; and, becaufe he '
was unable himf{elf in perfon to refift them,
he made his baftard-fod (John Aberigh)
Jeadér of his men. .. They encountered at
Drum-ne-coub, two miles from Tong
(Macky his chief dwelling-place) there en-
fued a cruel and fharp confli&, valiantly
foughten a long time, with greéat flaugh-
-ter; fo that, in the end, there remained
but few alive of either fide. Neill Macky,
Morgane Macky, and their father-in-law
- (Angus Murray) were there flain. John A-’
bérigh, having loft all his men, was left for
dead in the field, and was afterward reco-
vered; yet he was mutilate all the reft of his
days. Angus Dow Macky, being brought
thither to view the place of the confli&,
and fearching for the dead corpfe of his
coufins, Morgane and Neill, was there kil- -
led ‘with a fhot of anarrow, by a Suther-
land-man, that was lurking in'a bufh hard
by, after his fellows had been flain. This
+John Aberigh was afterward fo hardly
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purfued by the Earl of Sutherland, that he
was conftrained; for fafety of hns hfc, to
flie into the ifles.
The Scottifh hiftories, in defcrmngfhls
confli®, do miftake the place, the perfons,
- and the fa&; and do quite change the whole
ftate of the hiftory. For the perfon, An-
gus Dow Macky of Strathnaver, is by fome
of them called Angus Duff, and by others
Angus Duff of Strathern:”. For the place,
they make Angus Duff of Strathern, to
<come from Strathern (fome fay from Strath-
naver) to Murray and Catteynefs, as if
thefe fhires did join together. For the fa&,
they would have Angus Duff to come for
a prey.of goods out of Catteynefs and
Murray, which two fhires do not march
‘together, having a great arm of the fea in-
‘tesjeted betwixt them, called Murray-
-frith ; and having Rofs and Sutherland be-
:ewixt them by land. - But the truth of this
-confli&t, and the occafion thereof, I have
here fet down.
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16 CONFLICTS. .
T he Confli of Ruoig-hanfet.

THEyear of God 1 437 Neill-Wafle-Mac-
ky, after his releafement out of the Bafs,
entered Catteynefs with. all hoftility, and
fpoiled all that country. He fkirmifhed
with fome of the inhabitants of that pro-
vince, at a place called Sanfet, where he
overthrew them, with flaughter on ei-
ther fide. This confli& was called Ruoig-
hanfet, that is, the Chace at Sanfet.” Short-
ly thereafter Neill-Wafle died.

'y be; Confliét of Blair-tannie.

ABOUT the year of God 1438 there
' fell fome variance betwixt the Keiths and
fome others of the inhabitants of Cattey-
‘nefs. 'The Keiths, miftrufting their own
forces, fent to Angus Macky of Strathna-
ver(the fon of Neill- Wafle) intreating him
to come to their aid; whereunto he cafily

!



CONFLICTS. 17

yielded : fo Angus Macky, accompanied
with John Moir-Mackean-reawighe, went
into Catteynefs with a band of men, and in-
vaded that country. Then did the inhabi-
tants of Cartteynefs affemble in all hafte,
and met the Strathnaver-men and the
Keiths, at a placein dattcy‘ncfs called Blair.
~tannie. There enfued a cruel fight, with
flaughter on either fide. In end the Keiths
had the viftory, by the means chiefly of
~ John Moir-Mackean-reawighe (an Affint-
man) who i$ very famous in thefe coun-
tries for his manhead fhewn at this con-
fli&. Two chieftains and leaders of the in-
habitants of Catteynefs were flain, with di-
vers others, This Angus Macky, here
mentioned, wis afterward burnt and kil-
led in the church of Tarbot, by the fir-
name of Rofs, whom he had often moleft-
ed with incurfions and invafions.

B



18 CONFLICTS,
T he Confiiét of Blair-ne-pairk.

AFTER thatthe Lord of the Hles had
refigned the earldom of Rofs into the
King’s hands, the year of God 14779, that
province was coutmually vexed and mole:
' fted wich inc¢urfions of the Iflanders. Gile
lefpick (coufin to Macdonald) gathering 2
company of men, invaded the height of that
country with great hoftility ; which the in-
habitants perceiving (and fpecially the
Clan-Cheinzie) they aflembled fpeedily to-
gether, and met the Iflanders befide the
river of Connan, about two miles from
Brayle, where there enfued a fharp and .
cruel fkirmith. The Clan-Cheinzie fought
fo hardily, and prefled the enemy fo, that,
in the end, Gillefpick Macdonald was o-
verthrown and chafed, the moft part of .
his men being ¢ither flain, or drowned in
the river of Connan; and this was called
Blair-ne-pairk. From the ruins of Clan-
Donald, and fome of the ncighbouring
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Highlanders, began the firname of Clan.
. Cheinzie, from {mall beginnings, to flour
rith in thefe bounds: by the ruins alfo of
the Clan-Donald, the houfe of Argyle and
the Campbells became.great and potent in
the weft parts of Scotland.

The Canfifts of Skibo and Skrathfei.

ABOUT the fame time Macdonald of
the Ifles, accompanied with fome of his
kinfmen and fdllowers, to.the number of
5 or 600, came into Sutherland, and en-
camped hard by the caftle of Skibo; where-
upon Neill Murray (fon or grand-child to
Angus Mugray flain at Drum-ne-coub) was
fent by John Earl of Sutherland to refift
them, in cafe they did offer any harm unto
the inhabitants. ‘Neill Murray perceiving
them going:about to fpoil the country, in-
vaded them hard by Skibo, and killed one
of their chieftains, called Donald Dow,
with 50 others, Macdonald, with the reft
B2 /



20 CONFLICTS.
of his company, efcaped by flight, and {6
retired into their own country.
Shortly thereafter another company of
- Macdonald his kin and friends came™ to
_Strath-fleit in Sutherland, and fpoiled that
part of the country, shinking thereby:to
repair the-lofs they had before received ;
but Robert Sutherland (John Earl of Su-
therland his brother) affembled fome nien
in all hafte, and encountered with them up-
on the fands of Strath-fleit; aftera fhatpand
cruel (kirmifh, Macdonald his men were o

1

verthrown, and divers of them knlled. !

The Cruner Sain by the Keiths in the .
chappel of St T ayre.

ABOUT the year of God 1478 there was ‘
fome diflention in Catteynefs, betwixt the
‘Keiths and the Clan-Gun. A meeting was
appointed for their reconciliation, at the
chappel of St. Tayre-in Caithnefs, hard by
Girnigo, with twelve horfe on cither fide.
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The Cruner (chieftain of the Clan-Gun)
with the moft part of his fons and chiefeft
kinfmen came to the chappel, to the num.
‘ber of twelve; and, as they were within
the chappel at their prayers, the Laird of
Inverugy and Acrigell arrived there with
12 horfe, and two men upon every horfe;
thinking it no breach of truft to come
twenty-four men, feeing they had but
twelve horfes'as was appointed. So the -
twenty-four gentlemen ruthed in at the
door of the chappel, and invaded the Cru-
ner and his company at unawares ; who, ne-
verthelefs, made great ‘refiftance. In the
end, the Clan-Gun were all flain, with the
moft of thefe Keiths.  Their blood may be
feen at this day upon the walls within the
“chappel of St. Tayre, where they were
flain. Afterward William Mackames (the
‘Cruner his grand- child) in revenge of his
grandfather, killed George Keith of Acri-
gell and his fon, with ten of their men, at
Drummoy in Sutherland, as they were tra-
velling from Inverugye into Catteynefs,

B3



22 CONFLICTS

Tbe Conflict of Aldzcbarr(/be ‘

THE year'of God 14;87 this confli&t was
foughten upon this occafion ; Angus Mac-
'ky being flain at Tarbot by the furname of
Rofs, as I have fhewn already, Joha Rea-
wighe Macky (the fon of this Angus) carhe
to the Earl of Sutherland, upon whom he
then depg¢nded, and defired his aid to. re-
venge his father’s death; whereunto the
Earl of Sutherland yeilds, and fent his
uncle Robert Sutherland, with a company
of men, to affift him, Thereupon Robert
Sutherland and John Reawighe Macky did
invade Strathoickell and Strath-Charron
.with fire and fword; burn¢, fpoiled, and
laid wafte divers lands appertaining to the
Roffes. The Laird of Ballinegowne (then
. chief of the Rofles in ‘that (hire) hear-
ing of his invafion, he gathered all the for-
ces of Rofs, dnd met Robert Sutherlaad
and John Reawighe at a place called Al-
dicharrithe. There enfued a cruel and fu-



 CONFLICTS 23
rious combat, which cottinued & long fpace,
- with incredible obftisacy ; much blood was
fhed oa cither fide. In end, the inhabi-
tants of Rofs, being vnable to endure or
- refift the enemy’s forces, were utterly dif-
banded and put to flight. Alexander Rofs,
Laird of Balnigowne, was there flain, with
feveateen ocher Janded gemtdemen of the
province of Rofs, befides a great number
of common foldiesrs. The maoufcript of
Ferae (by and attour Balnigowne) nameth
thefe foliowing among thofe that were
flain, Mr. William Rofs, Angus Maccul-
loch of Terreli, John Wans, William Wans,
Joha Miwchell, T homas Wans. Houchcnn
Wans,

The Skirall of Daillrearsighe.

THE year of God 1616 Y Roy Macky

+ of Strathnaver dyiog, there arofe civil dif-

feation in Strachnaver, betwixt Jobn Mac.

ky (e fon of X Roy) and Neil N
4
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werighe (the faid YRoy his brother); John.
Macky excludes his uncle Neill (who was
thought to be the righteous heir) and tak-
eth pofleffion of Strathnaver. Neill, again,
alledging that his nephews John and Do-
nald were baftards, doth claim thefe lands,
and makes his refuge of John Earl of Cat-
teynefs, of whom he did obtain a company:
of men, who were fent with Neill his four
fons to invade Strathnaver. They take the
pofleflion of the country from John Mac-
ky ; who, being unable to refift their for-
ces, retires himfelf to the Clanchattane to
feek their fupport, and leaves his brother
Donald Macky to defend the country as
he might. Donald, in his brother John his
abfence, furprized his coufin-germans un-
der filence of the night at Daill- reawighe,
and killed two of his coufins (the fons of
Neill Na-werighe) with the moft part of
their company ;- whereupon John Macky
returned home, and took peaceable poffef-
fion of the country. Thereafter Neill Na-
werighe came and willingly rendered him-
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felf to his nephews John and Donald, who
caufed apprchend their uncle Neill, and
behead him at a place callcd Clath-ne-gep
in Strathnaver.

T'se Conflict of Toran-Dow,

ADAM GORDON, firft of that furname
Earl of Sutherland, having married Eliza-
beth Sutherland heretrix of that country,
took journey towards Edinburgh, the year
of God 1517, to difpatch fome affairs
there; which did concern the fettling of his
eftate, leaving the commandment of the
country, in his abfence, to Alexander Su-
therland (bafe brother to his wife Eliza-
beth ) and to John Murray of Abirfcors ;
which John Macky: of Strathnaver under-
“ftanding (having naw appeafed his civil dif-
‘cords at bome, by the death of his uncle
Neill) he takes this occafion, in the very
change of furnames in Sutherland, to try
if he could gain any thing by fpoiling that
‘ . . @
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country; and thereupon  aflembling toge.
ther all the forces of Strathnaver, Afline,
and Eddirachilis, with all fuch as he could
purchafe out of the weft and north-weft
ifles of Scotland, he invades the country of -
Sutherland with all hoftility, burning and
fpoiling all before him. The inhabitants
of Sutherland do fpeedily conveen toge-
ther with all the parts of the country;
and fo, under the condu@ of Alexander
Sutherland, Joha Murray, and William
Mackames,they rencouinter with John Mac-
ky aud his company at a place called Tor-
ran-dow, befide Roganc in Strathfleic, where
 there enfned a fierce and cruel conflid,
The Sutherland-men chafed John Macky
bis van-guard, and made them retire o
him{elf where he ftood in battle-array; chea
did he felo@ and chuleanumber of the ableft
“men in all his hoft, and: with thefe he him~
feif remarned again to the conflid ; leaving
his brother Donald o cordu the reft, and
to fupport him as neceflicy thould require.
Wherepon they do begin 2 more crued
* - .
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fight than before, well foughten on either
. fide. In end, after long refiftance, the

Sutherland-men obtained the victory; few
of thefe that came to renew the fight ¢-
fcaped, but ouly John Macky himfelf, and
that very hardly. Niell Macean-Macangus
- of Affint was there flain, with divers of his
men. There were 21 6 of the Strathnaver-
men left dead in the field, befides thofe that
died in the chace. There were flain of
Sutherland-men 38. Not long thereafter
John Macky fent William and Donald, two
brethren, with a company of men, to in-
vade John Murray, with whom chey met
at a place called Loch-Salachie in Suther-
land ; after a fharp skirmith, both the
chiefrains of the Strathmaver-men were
flaia, with divers of their men, and the reft
put to flight: neither was the vicory plea-
fing to John Marray, for he loft, there,
his brother, calied John Roy-Mnrray,
Thus continued the inhabitants of thefe
countries infefting one another with con-
tinual fpoils, vatill the yoar of God 1522,
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that Alexander Gordon ( Eart Adam his
eldeft fon) overthrew John Magcky ac .
Lairg, and forced him to fubmit himfelf
to Earl Adam; unto whom John Macky
gave his band of manred and fervice, dated
the year of God 1522.

T'he Conflit of Aldine-beh.

DONALD MACKY of Strathnaver (hav-
ing fucceeded his brother John) taketh the
occafion upon the death of Adam Earl of
Sutherland (who left his grandchild, John,
young to fucceed him) to moleft and in-
vade the inhabitants of Sutherland. He
came, the yearof God 1§42, with a com-
pany of men, to the village of Knoack-
artoll, burnt the fame, and took a great .
prey of goods out of Strathbrory. Sir
Hugh' Kennedy of Griffen-mains dwelt
then in Sutherland, having married John
Earl of Sutherland’s mother,: after the -
death of his father Alexander Mafter of
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Siithierland. Sir Hugh Kennedy being ad-
vertifed of Macky his toming into Suther-
land, he advifes with Hutcheon Marray
of Aberfcors, and with Gilbert Gordon
of Garty, what was beft to be done. Tfmcy
refolve to fight the enemy; and fo having
gathered a eompany of men, they over-
took Macky; unawires, befide a place cal-
led Aldine-beh, where they invade him
fuddenly; haying pafled his fpies unfeen.
‘After a little skirmifh, the Strathnaver-
men fled, the booty was refcued, and John
Macean,Macangus, one of their chieftains,
was flain, wit h divers of the Strathnaver-
aen. Donald Macky, nevertherlefs, plaid
the part of a good foldier; for; in his
flight, he killed,. with his éwn, hand, one
William Sutherland, who moft eagerly
purfued hini in the chace. The inhabi-
tants of Sutherland and Strathnaver (in re:
gard of Earl John his minority) did thus
- continually vex one another, untill this
Donald Macky was apprehended, and im-
prifoned in the caftle of Foulis in Rofs, by
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commandment of the Queen-Regent and
the Governor, where he connnucd a good
while in captmty.

The Conflict of Garewarie.

"THE Queen-Regent having gotten the go-
* vernment of Scotland from the Earl of Ar-
ran, the made her progrefs into the north,
and fo to Invernefs, the year of God
1555, Then was Y Macky (the fon of
Donald) fummoned to compear before the
Queen at Invernefs, for that he had fpoil-
ed and molefted the country of Suther-
land during Earl John his being in France
with the Queen-Regent. Macky refufed
to compear; whereupon there was a com-
miflion granted to. John Earl of Suther-
land againft him. Earl John invaded Strath-
naver in all hoftile manner, and befieged
the caftle of Borwe, the principal fort of
that country ; which he took by force, and
caufed hang the captain ; then demolithed
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the fort. In end, he befét Y Macky fo,
on all fides, that he forced him to rénder
himfelf, and- then ‘was delivered by Earl
John to Sir Hugh Kennedy, by whom he
was convoyed fouth, and committed to
ward in the caftle of Edinburgh, where he
remained a long fpace. Whilft Y Macky
ftaid in’ captiviry, his coufin german, John
Moir Macky, took upon him the govern«
ment of Strathnaver. This John Moir tak-
ing the occafion of Earl John his abfence
in-the fouth of Scotland, he invaded Su-
therland with a company of the moft re-
folute men in Strathnaver ; they burnt the

- chappel of St. Ninians in Nawidell, where
the inbabitants of the country, upon this
fudden tumult, had conveyed fome of their
goods:. fo, having fpoiled that part of the
country, they retire-homeward. The in-
habitants of Sutherland aflembled toge-
ther, and folowed in.all hafte, under the
condu& of Macjames, the Terrell of the
Doil, and James Macwilliam. They over-
took the Strathnaver-men at the foot of
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the hill calléd Bin-moir in Bérridail, and
' invaded them befide the water of Gar-
warie, where there enfued a cruel confli&,
foughten with great obftinacy. The Strath-
haver-men were overthrown and chafed;
abové 120 of ‘them were flain, and fome
drowned in Gar-warie. This-is the laft
confli& that hath been foughten bcthxt
Sutherland and Strathnaver.

The burning of the Catbedral Church of
the Diocefe of Catteyng/.'f, at fDamogb
. in Sutherland.

JOHN Earl of Sutherla'nd; .togea’xc'r with
his lady, being poifoned, the year 1567,
his fon Alexander (being young) fucceed-
ed unto him, whofe ward and marriage
George Earl of Catteysefs had right to,
and withal gets the cuftody of Earl A-
lexander during the time of his ward;
whereat Earl Alexander his moft tender
‘ fncnds (and chiefly the Murrays of Sue
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. therland) being grieved; they lay a plot a-
mong themfelves, to convey Earl Al€xan-
der from the Earl of Cartteynefs; which
they effetuate, and deliver him to the Earl
of Huntlie, with whom he ftaid until his
ward wds expired the year 157 3, during
.which time the Earl of Catteynefs kept
pofleflion of the land; whereupon divers
troubles did enfue. The Earl of Cattey- -
nefs renoved the Murrays of Sutherland
from their pofleflions; which, neverthe-
lefs, they endeavoured to keep. Hnutche-
on Murray with divers of his friends do
poflefs themfelves with the town of Dor-
nogh and the adjacent lands, bcing former-
ly poflefled by them. The Earl of Cat-
teynefs fent his fon John, Mafter of Cat-
teynefs, with a number of men, to remove
the Murrays from. Dornogh. Y Macky
did alfo accompany the Mafter of Cattey- -
nefs-in this journey. Being come to Dor-
nogh, they befiege the Murrays there;
who, for the fpace of fome days, iflued
furth and fkirmifhed with the enemy. In

: C
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end, the Mafter of Catteynefs burnt the
town and the cathedral church, which the -

inhabitants conld not longer defend. Yer,
after the town was loft, they kepr the

" caftle, the-enemy fill aflaulting them, bue

in vain, without'any iﬁ'lcccfs, for the fpace
of a momh. Then, by the mediation of
" fonie indifferent friends, they furrendered
_ the caftle, and gave three pledges, that,
within " two months, they fhould depars
from Sutherland ; which they did, and re-
tired ¢hemfelves to the Earl of Huntlie,
with whom they flaid untill the expiring
of the Earl Alexander-his ward; at whicly
time they recovered their aatient poffeffia
~ ons. Notthelefs that the: Marrays had
retired themfelves, as they-had promifed,
yet they were no fooner departed, but the
pledges were beheaded. - During the time
that the Sutherland-men ftaid with the
Earl of Huntlie, they ferved him ‘in his
wars againit the Forbefles, and chiefly at -
Crabftaine, where they did good fervice
againft the foot-fupply that was fent by
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the Regent to aflift the Forbefles. This
burning of Detrogh dnd of the cathedral
church happened the year of God 1570.
The next year following (which was
1571) George Earl of Catteynefs became
jealoiis of fome plots Wwhich his eldeft fon
John, Mafter of Catteynefs, and Y Macky
of Strathnaver had contrived againft him,
aud thereupon appreherided his fon John;
whom he imptifoned clofely at Girnigo,
where he died after feven years captivity. .
¥ Macky perceiving that John Mafter of
Catteynefs was imprifoned by his father,
he retived Home into Stratknaver, and died
within fix months- thereafter, the fame

year of God 1571,
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" The Conflits of Aldgawne and Lecks
meline

THE year of God 1585 Geoige Earl
of Catteynefs married the Earl of Hun-
tlie his fifter ; at which time, by Huntlie® ]
mediation, the Earls of Sutherland and
Catteynefs were reconciled: It was then
concluded among them, that the Clan-Gun
fhould be purfued. and invaded by the
. Earls of Sutherland and Catteynefs, be:
caufe they were judged to be the chief au-
thors of the troubles which were then like
to enfue; and to this effe&t it was refolved
that two companies of men fhould be fene
by the Earls of Sutherland and Catteynefs
againft fuch of the Clan-Gun as dwelt in
Catteynefs, thereby to compafs thiem, that
no place of retreat might be feft unto
them: which was done. The Earl of Su-
therland his Company was conducted by
John Gordon' of Backies and James Mac-
rorie; the Earl of Catteynefs his company
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'was condu&ed by his’ coufin Henry Sin-
clair; a refolute gentleman. It fortuned -
that Henry Sinclair and his company ren-
countered firft with the Clan-Gun, who
were now aflembled together at a hill cal-
led Bingrime, and with them was William
Macky (brother to Hutcheon Macky of
Strathnaver, and nephew to this Henry
Sinclair that led the Catteynefs-men) who
was accompanied with fome Strathnaver-
men. Now were the Clan-Gun advertifed
of this preparation made againft them; and
no fooner were they in fight of one ano-
ther, but they prepared both for the fight,
which was begun without fear or delay on
either fide. The Clan-Gunalthough inferi-
our in number, yet had they the advantage
of the hill; by reafon of which the Cartey-
nefs-men came fhort with their firft flight
of arrows: by the contrary, the Clan.
Gun fpared their fhot untill they came
hard by the enemy, which then they be.
ftowed among them with great advantage
Then enfued a fharp confli®, at a place’
€3
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called Aldgawne, where Henry Sinclair
was flain with 120 of his company, and
the reft chafed and put to flight, who had
all been deftroyed, had not the darknefs
of the night favoured their flight, Which
coming to the ears of Joha Gordon, James
Macrorie, and Neill Macean-Macwilliam,
who had the condu& of the Ear] of Su-
therland his men, they purfued the Clap-
Gun, and followed them to Lough-Broom,
in the height of Rofs, whither they had
fled; and there, meecting with them, they
invade them at a place called Leckmeline.
After a fharp fkirmifh, the Clan-Gun were
overthrown and chafed, 32 of them flain,
apd their captain, George, wounded and
" taken prifoner, whom they carry along
with them unto Dunrobin, and there they
deliver him unto Alexander Earl of Su-
therland. This happenced in the year of
God 1 586.
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Troubles in the Waft Jfles the year 1586,

"THIS commotion in the Weftern Ifles
of Seotland did arife, at this time, betwixt
the Clah-Donald and Clan-Lean, upon this
occafion. Donald Gorme Macdenald of
Sleat, travelling from the ifle of Sky, to
vifir his coufin Angus Macconald of Kin-
tyre, landed with his company in an ifland -
called Juray or Duray, which partly ap-
" pertaineth to Macleah, partly to Angus
Micconald ; and by chaace he landed in
that part of the ifland which appertaineth
to Maclean, being drivén in thither by con-
trary winds; where, they were no fooner on
fhore, bur two outlaws, Macconald Tear-
.teagh and Hutcht¢en Macgillefpick (who
were lately fallen out with Donald Gorme)
arrived alfo with a company of men; and
under{tanding that Donald Gorme was
there, they fecretly tdok away, by night;,
3 humber of cattle oyt of that part of the
ifland which appértaineth to Maclean, and
C4

)
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fo they retire again to the fea; thereby
thinking to raife a tumult againft Donald
Gorme, by making the Clan-Lean to be-
lieve that this was done by Donald Gorme
his men, who lying at a place called Inver-
knock-wrick, were fuddenly invaded un-
.awares, under filence of the night (neither
fufpedting nor expeding any fuch matter)
by Sir Lauchlan Maclean and his kin, the

Clan-Lean, who had affembled their whole . .

forces againft him. Maclean and his peo-
ple killed, that night, above 60 of the
Clan-Donald ; Donald Gorme himfelf with
" the refidue efcaped, by going to keep in a
fhip ‘that lay in the harbour. Angus Mac~
conald of Kintyre hearing-of this lament-
. able actident fallen out betwixt his bro-
ther-in-law Maclean (whofe fifter he had
married) .and his coufin Donald Gorme,.
he taketh journey into the Sky to vifit
Donald Gorme, and to fee by what
means he could work a reconciliation be-
twixt him and Maclean for the flaugh.
ter of Donald Gorme¢ his men at Inver-

N
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~ knock-wrick. After Angus had remained
a.while in the Sky with his coufin, he rak-
eth journey homeward into Kintyre; and
_in his return he landed in the ifle of Mull,
and went to Duart (Maclean his chief
dwelling place in Mull) againft the opini:
on of his two brethren Coll and Renald,
and of his coufin Renald Maccoll, who all
perfuaded Angus to the contrary; defir-
ing him to fend for Maclean, and fo, to
declare unto him how he had fped with
his coufin Danald Gorme, and how far he
was inclined to'a reconciliation; but An-
gus trufted fo much in his brother-in-law
Sir Lauchlan Maclean, that he would not
hearken uato their counfel ; whereupon
his two brothers left him,’ but his coufin
Renald Macconald accompanied him to -
Duart, where Angu§ at firft was welcomed
with great thow of kindnefs; but he with
all his company were taken prifoners by
Sir Lanchlan Maclean the next day after
their arrival, Renald Maccoll efcaping, and
that very hardly. Angus was there de,

2
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. tained in captivity, untill he did renguncé
_his right and title to. the Kinnes of Ha,
which properly .appertained to the Clan~
Ponald, and had been by them given id
pofleflion for their perfonal fervice. Ane
gus was forced. to yield, or there to end
lis days ; and for performance of whas
was defired, Angus gave his eldeft fon
James, and his brother Renald, as pledges,
ta remain at Duart, untill Maclean fhould
get the title of the Kinnes of lla made
ever unto him: apd fo, the pledges being
delivered, Angis had his liberty.
~.- Angus Macconald receiving the wrong
at Maclean his hand, befides that which
his coufin Donald Gorme had before rer
geived at Inver-knock-wrick, he went a-
beut, by all means, to revenge the fame¢;
and the better to bring this purpofed re-
yenge to pafs, he ufeth a policy by a kind
of invitatien, - which was thus; Maclean
having gotten the two plcdgcs into his
pofleflion, he:taketh journey into Ils, to
get the performance of what was promi-
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fed unté him, leaving Renald, ohe of -the
"pledges, femered in prifon dt his houfe of
Duartin Mull, end chfrying his nephesy
 James (the fon of Angus. and the othet
* pledge) along with him i his voyage, Be-
ing arrived.in the ifle of- Tia, he encamped
at Ellao-logh-gorme, & rinons fort lying
wpon the Kinnes of Ila. Thereupon Ag-
gus Macconsld took oteafion to, -invits
Maclean ta-come to Mullintres, or Misln-
. drhea (a dwelling place which Angus had
well furpithed in the ifle of Ila) fecing he
was better provided of all kind of provifis
on there, thin Maclean could be; earneft-
ly intreating him to lye at his houfe, where
he thould be as welcome as he could make -
him; that they thould make merry fo long
as his provifion .could laft, and when that
was done, he would go with him., For
this cuﬂ;om the iflanders have, that whcn
one is invited to another’s houfe, they nev -
vér depart fo long as any provifion doth
laft ; and when that is done, they go to
the next, and fo from one to one, untill
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they make a round" from' neighbour to
neighbour, {till carrying the mafter of the
former family with them to the. next
houfe: [moreover, all the iflanders are of
nature very fufpicious, full of deceit and
evil intention againft their neighbours, by
whatfomever way they may get them de-
ftroyed; befides this, they are fo cruel in
takmg revenge, that neither have they re-
: gard to perfon, time, age, nor caufe, as
you may partly fee in this particular.t] Sic
Lauchlan Maclean his anfwer to Angus
Macconald his meflenger was, that he durft
not adventure to go unto him, for mif-

b / R

: t Remark by the PrinTERS,

‘We are no friends to fuch general refié@ions ; they
are, we think, too .comnjonly, diftated by prejudic
of dne kind or other; feldom founded on genuine -
knowledge, or proper information. Nothipg: but the
fidelity we owe to the publick, by which we arg
bound to exhibit, from the prefs, the MS. exaétly
as we find it, could have induced us to print this rc-
ﬂeéhon
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truft. Angusthen replied, that he needed
not to miftruft, fecing he had bis fon and
his brother pledges already; whom his
friends thight kéep in their. cuftody umtill
his return ; and that, for his own part, he
did intend nothing againft him, but to con-
tinue in all brotherly love and affection to-
wards him: Maclean hearing this, feemed
to be void of all fufpicion, and fo refolves
to go unto Angus his houfe; he carried
with him James Macconald the pledge (his
own nephew and the fon of Angus) whom
he kept always in his cuftody, therés
by to fave himfelf from danger, if any in-
jury fhonld be offered unto him. He camé
"to Mullintrea,; accompanied Wwith 86 of
his kinsfolks and fervants in the month of
July 1586, where, at their firft arrival,
they were made welcome with all courtes
fy, and fumpmouﬂy banqueted all that
day; but Angus; in the mean time, had
premonifhed all his friends and welwithers
within Ila to be at his houfe the fame
night, at nine of the clock; for he had
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tobchded with hiiffelf to lid} shiem. aif}
the very firft night of their arrival, and
fiill concealed bis purpofe, untill he found
the:time commodious; and the .place pro-
pér. So Maclean, being lodged with all
hismerrin a long houfe that was fomewhat
diftant from other houfes, tovk to be with
bim bis pephew James, the pledge before<
mentioned, witli whom he never parted:
but. within an hour thereafter, when Ans
gus had aflfembled his men, to the number
of 3.0r 400, hesplaced them all, in or:
der, abaut the hounfe where Maclean then
lay.. Angus himfelf came and' calted wpes
Maclean ar thicdoar, offering' him his. re-
pofiag drink, which. was forgottes to be
given. him before he:went to bed.. Mac-
lean anfwered that he defired nonefor that
time.. Although (faid Aagus) i be fo, yet
it 1s my will thae thou arife and come forth
to receive it. Then began Maclean to
fofpe&, and fo did arife, wish his:mephew
James betwixt his fhoulders; thinking;
that if prefent killing was intended agaipft
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him, he would fave himfelf fo long as he
could, by the boy. The boy, feeing His
father with a bare fword, and a number of
his men in like manner about him, cried,
with a loud voice, for mercy to his uncley
which was granted, and Maclean immedis
ately removed to a fecret chamber ill the
next mworning. Then called Angus to the
remanent within, fo many as weuld have
their own lives to.be faved, that they
fhould come forth (Macconald Tearreaght
and anether, whom he named, only ex+

_cepted ;) obedience was made. by all the -
reft, and thefe two only fearing the dan+
. ger, refufed to.come forth: which Angus
perceiving; he commanded incontinent to
put fire to the houfe; which was done; fo
that the two men were pitifully burnt to
death. This Macconald was the author of
thefe troubles, the other was a very near
' kinfman to Maclean, and of the eldeft of
his firname, renowned both for counfef
and manhood.
~ After that the report of Maglean. hw
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taking came. to the- ifle of Mull, Alldd
Maclean, and fome others of the Maclean,
¢aufed a rumour to be fpread in Ila, that
- Renald (the brother of Angus Macconald
and the other pledge Which he had given
“to Maclean) was flain at Duart in Mull
by Maclean his friends ; which falfe re.
port was rdifed by Allan Maclean, that
thereby Angus Macconald might be mo-
ved to kill his prifoner Sir Lauchlan Ma¢-
lean, and fo Allan himfelf might fucceed
to Sir Lauchlan; and indeed it wrought
this effe&, that how foon thie report came
- to Angus his ears that his bother Renald
was flain, He revenged himfelf fully upon
the prifoners; for Maclean his followers
were by couples beheaded the days fol-
~ lowing, by Coll the brother of Angus:
"The report of this fa& at Mullintrea was
carried to the Earl of Argyle, who imme-
diately affembled his friends, to get Mac:
lean out of Angus$ his power ; but per.
ceiving that they were not able to do it,
~ cither by force or fair means, they thought +

i
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feceffary to complain tothe King. His Ma-
jefty dire&ed charges to Angus, by a herald
of arms, commanding him to reftore Mac-
lean into the hands of the Earl of Argyle;
but the meflenger was interrupted, and the
haven port {topped where he thould have
‘taken fhipping towards 1la, and fo return-
ed home: yet, with exceeding travel made
by Captain James Stewart, Chan¢ellor of
Scotland,and many f{trait conditions grant-
ed by Maclean unto Angus, Maclean was
at laft exchanged for Renald the brother
of Angus, and pledge before-mentioned;
and for performance of fuch conditions as
Maclean did promife to Angus, at his de-
livery, he gave his own fon, and the fon
of Macleod of Herris, with divers other
pledges to Angus Macconald, who there-
upon went into Ireland upon fome occafi-
on of bufinefs; which Maclean underftand- |
ing, he invaded the ifle of 1la, and burnt a
great part of the fame, regarding neither
the fafety of the pledges,-nor his faith gi-
ven before the friends at his delivery. An-
’ .D .
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gus Macconald, returning out of Ircland,
did not ftir the pledges, who were inno-
cent of what was done unto his lands in his
abfence¢ yet, with a great preparation of
' men and fhipping, he went into the iflands
and Tirhie appertaining to Maclean, in-
vading thefe places with great hoftility;
where, what by fire, what by fword, and
what by water, he deftroyed all the men
that he could overtake (none excepted)
and all fort of beafts that ferved for dome-
ftical ufe and pleafure of man; and finally,
came to the very Bjn-moir in Mull, and
there killed and chafed the Clan-Lean .at
- his pleafure, and fo, fully revenged him-
felf of his former injuries. Whilft Angus
Macconald was thus. raging in Mull and
"Tirhie, Sir Lauchlan Maclean went intg
Kintyre, fpoiled, wafted, and burnt a great
part of that country; and thus, for a while,
‘they did continually vex one another with
flaughters and outrages, to the deftrution,
well near, of all their country and people.
In this mean time Sir Lauchlan Maclean
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. did intyce and train John Macean of Arde-
murchie (one of the Clan-Donald) to come
unto him unto the ifte of Mull, promifing
Rhim that he would give him his mother in
marriage, unto whoni the faid John Mac-
ean had been a fuitor. John being come
tmto Mull, in hope of this marriage, Mac«
lean yielded to his defite, thinking there-
by to draw. John Macean unto his party a-
gainft Angus Macconald. The marriagé -
was celebiated at Torloiske in Mull; but
the fame very night John Macean his cham-
ber was forced, himfelf taken from his bed
out of Maclean his mother’s arms, and
cighteen of his men flain, becaufe he refu-
fed to affift Maclean againft Angus Mac:
conald. Thefe were (and are to this day)
called, in a proverb, Maclean his Nupti-
als. John Macean was detained a whole
year in captivity by Maclean; and, at laft,
was releafed in exchange of Maclean his
fon and the reft of the pledges which An-
gus Macconald had in his hands. Thefe
two iflanders, Angus Macconald and Mac-
D 2
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lean, were afterwards written for by thé
~ King, and trajned urto Edinburgh, the
year of God 1591, ‘with promife fafely to
pafs and repafs unhurt or molefted in their
bodies or goods, and were committed both
to ward within the Caftle of Edinburgh,
where they remained not long when they
were remitted free, to pafs home again, for
a pecunial fine, and a remiffion granted to
cither of them. Their cldeft fons were
+ left as pledges for their obedience in time
coming.



CONFLICTS. . 53

The Troubles betwixt Sutherland and
Catteynefs, the years 1587, 1588,
1589, and 1 590.

'THE year of God 1587 there happened
fome diffenfion betwixt the earls of Suther-
land and Catteynefs upon this occafion.
George Gordon of Marle in Sutherland
(bafe fon to Gilbert Gordon of Gartie) had
done divers contempts and indignities to the
ear] of Catteynefs and his fervants, occafion-
ed through the nearnefs of George Gordon
his dwelling place, which bordered upon
Catteynefs. Thefe infolencies of George
Gordon’s, the earl of Catteynefs could not
or would not endure; and fo, aflembling a
company of mef, horfe and foot, he comes,
under filence of the night, and invades
George Gordon in his own houfe at Marle.
George makes all the refiftance he could;
and, as they were eagerly purfuing the
houfe, he flays a fpecial gentleman of Cat-
teynefs, called John Sutherland; there-
D3
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“with he iffued out of the houfe, and cafts
himfelf into the river of Helmifdel, which
was hard by, thinking to fave himfelf by
fwimming; but he was fhot with arrows,
and flain in the water. This happened in
the month of February 15 87.

Alexander earl of Sutherland took the
flaughter of George Gorden in evil part,
which he determined to revenge, and there-
upon dealt with fuch of his friends as had

. credit at court for the time; by whofe
means he obtdined a commiflion againft the
flayers of ‘George Gordon; which being
gotten, he fent 200 men . unto Catteynefs
in February 1588, condu&ted by John
Gordon of Golfpitour and John Gordon
of Backies, who invaded the paroches of
Dumbaith and Lathron in Catteynefs, with
all hottility, fpoiling and burning the fame;
they killed John James-fon, a gentleman
of Catteynefs, with fome others; and this
was called Creach-lairn.

No fooner were they returned out of
PDumbaith, but earl Alcxandcr, being ac-
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comparied with Hutcheon Macky (who
had been then lately reconciled to his fu-
perior the earl of Sutherland) entered in-
to Catteynefs with all his forces, fpoiling
all before him till he came to Girnigo,
(uow called Caftle-Sinclair) where the eart
of Catteynefs then lay. Earl Alexander e-
fcaped himfelf hard by the town of Weik,
which is within a mile of Girnigo. They
took the town of Weik with little difficul-
ty, and burnt the fame. They befieged the:
caftle of Girnigo for the fpace of twelve
days, which was well defended by the earl
of Caueyaefs and thofe that were within.
Earl Alexander perceiving that the caftle
could not be obtained without a Jong fiege,
he fent his men abroad through the coun-
try of Catteynefs to purfue fuch as had
been at the flaughter of George Gordon,
if they could be apprehended : fo, having
fain divers of them, and fpoiled the coun-
-try, eart Alexander returns again with his
hoft into Sutherland in the month of Fe-
N D 4 .



56 CONFLICTS.

bruary 15 88. And this was called La -ne-
creigh-moir.

The earl of Catteynefs, to revenge
thefe injuries and to requit his lofles, af-
fembled all his forces in the year of God
1589, and fent them into Sutherland, un-
der the conduét of his brother the laird of
Murckle, who entered Sutherland with all
hoftility, and coming to Strath ullie, he
flays three tenants of the earl of Suther-
‘land’s in Liriboll, burning the houfe above

‘them; from Liriboll they march farther

into the country. The inhabitants of Su-.

therland, being conduéted by Hutcheon
Macky and John Gordon of Backies, met
with the Catteynefs-men at a place called
Criflaligh, where they fkirmithed a litte

while with little or no flaughter on either -

fide; and fo Murckle retired home into
_ Catteynefs. In exchange hereof, Alexan-
" der earl ofSutherland fent 300 men into
Catteynefs, conduéted by John Gordon of
Backies, the fame year of God 1589, wha

|
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entering that country with all hoftility, he
fpoiled and wafted the fame till he came
within fix miles of Girnigo, killed above
30 men, and returned home with a great
booty. This was called Creagh-ne-kain-
kith.

The earl of Catteynefs, to rcpau' hls
former loffes, conveened his whole forces
the year of God 1590. He entered into
Sutherland with all hoftility, and encamp-
~ ed befide the Backies; having ftayed one
night there, they returned homeward the
next day, driving a prey of goods before
the hoft. By this time fome of the inhabis,
tants of Sutherland were aflembled, to the
number of 5 or 400 only, and perceiving
the Catteynefs-men upon the fands of
Clen-trednal, they prefently invade them
at a place called Clyne. There enfued a
fharp confli&, foughten with great obfti-
nacy on either fide, till the night parted
them. Of the Sutherland-men there were
flain John Murray and fixteen common
foldiers. Of the Catteynefs-men there were
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killed Nicolas Sutherland (the hird of
Forfle his brother) and Angus Mactor-
mot, with thirteen others. Divers were
hurt on either fide.

The next morhing timely, the eatl of
Catteynefs returned with all diligence inte
Catteynefs, for to defend his own country;
for whilft he was in Sutherland, Hutche«
on Macky had entered with his forces in~
to Carteynefs, and had fpoiled that coun-
~ try even to the town of Thurfo: biit be-
fore the earl of Catteynefs could overtzke’
him, he returned again into Sctrathindver
with a great booty.

Thus they infefted one another with
. continual fpoils and flaughters; untill they
were reconciled by the mediation of the
earl of Huntley; who cdufed them meetat
Strathbogie; and a final peace was cons
cluded there, betwixt thefe parties, in the
month of March 13915, Here eads this
book of Sutherland. -
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T he Troubles betwixt the Earls of
- Huntlie and Murray.

THE inftruments of this trouble were the
laird of Grant and Sir John Campbell of
Calder, knight. The knight of Calder
had {pent the moft part of his time in"court;
where he was very familiar with Chancel-
lor Maitland, from whom he received i~
ftrucions to engender differences betwixe
Huntlie and Murray ; which commiffion
he accomplithed very learnedly, and in-
flamed the one againft the other, by the
haird of Grant his means, 'thus, James
Gordon (eldeft fon to Alexander Gordon
of Lefmoir) accompanied with fome of hig
friends, went to Ballendallegh in Strath-
fpey, to affift his aunt, the widow of that
place, agamﬁ: John Grant, wtor of Bal-
lendallcgh who went about to do her fon
injury, and to detain her rents from her.
James Gordon coming thither, all Was re-
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ftored unto the widow, a {mall matter ex-
cepted;; which, notwnthﬁandmg, he would
have from the tutor, thinking it a dlfgrace
to him and to his family if his aunt fhould
lofe the leaft part of her due. - After fome
“conteftation, there was beating of fervants
on either fide; and, being put aftinder at
that time, . James Gordon and his company
retired home. Hereupon the family of
Lefmoir do perfuade John Gordon (bro-
ther to Sir Thomas Gordon of Clunie) to
marry the widow of Ballendallegh, which
he did. The tutor of Ballendallegh grudg-
ing that any of the firname of Gordon
thould dwell among them, he fell at vari-
ance with John Gordon, by the laird of
Grant his perfuafion, and killed one of
John Gordon his fervants; whereat John
Gordon was fo incenfed, and purfued fo
eagerly the tutor, and fuch of the Grants
as would affift, harbour, or maintain him
or his fervants, that he got them outlawed,
and made rebels by. the laws of the king-
dam: and further, he moved his chief the
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carl of Huntlie to fearch and follow them,
by virtue of a commiffion; as fheriff of
that thire. Huntlie befieges the houfe of
Ballenddllégh, and takes it by force the
2d day of November 1590; but the tutor
efcaped. Then began Calder and Grant
to work their premeditated plot, and do
ftir up the Clan-Chattan and their chief
Macintoth to join with- the Grants; they
perfuade alfo the earls of Athole and Mur-
ray to affift them againft Huntlie. They
_ fhew the earl of Murray that how he had
a fit opportunity and occafion to make him-
felf ftrong in thefe north parts, and to
make heéad againft the houfe of Huntlie;
that they and all their friends would affift
him to the uttermoft of their power; that
Chancellor Maitland would work at court
to their effe& againft Huntlie; fo that now
he fhotld not flip this occafion, leaft after-
ward he fhould never have the like oppor-
tunity in his time. . Hereupon the earls of
Murray and Athole, the Dunbafs, the
Clan-Chattan, the Grants, and the laird of
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Calder, with all their fadtion, met at Forr
refs, to confult of their affairs, where they
wese all fworn in one league togethcr.
- fome of the Dunbars refufing to join with
them. Hundie underftanding that the earls
of Murray dnd Athole did intend to make
a fa@ion againft him, he aflembled his
friends wich all diligence, and rides to For-
ref3 with a refolution to diffolve their con-
yeotion. Murray arfd Atholc, hearing of
‘Hauntlic’s coming towards them, they leave
Forrefs, and flie to Tarnoway, the earl of
Murray’s chief dwelling place. The earl
of Huntlie follows them thither; but, be-
fore his coming, the carl of Athale, the
fairds of Macintoth, Grant, Calder, and
the fheriff of Murray, had left the houfe,
and were fled to the mouatains; enly the
earl of Murray ftaid, and bad before pro-
vided all things neceffary for his de-
fence. Huatlie coming within fight of
the boufe, he fent John Gordon hefore-
mentioned, with fome men, to view the
fame: bus John approaching mare hardily
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than warily, was fhot from the houfe, and -
flain with a piece, by one of the earl of
Murray’s fervants. Huntlie perceiving
the houfe of Tarnoway furnithed with alf
things neceffary for a long fiege, and un-
derftanding alfo that the moft part of his
enemies were fled to_thé mountains, he
left the houfe and diffolved his company
the 2 4th of November 1590. The earl
of Huntlie therenpon haftens to the court,
‘and doth reconcile himfelf to Chancellor
Maitland, who fhortly thereafter (not fo
much for the favour he bore to Huntlie,
as for the hatred he had conceived againft
the earl of Murray for Bothwell his caufc)
did purchafe 'a commiflion to Hundie a»
gainft the earl of Murray, caring little,
in the mean time, what thould become ei, °
ther of Murray or Huntlie. The year of
God 1591 Huntlie fent Allan Macdonell-
Duy into Badenach againft the Clas-Chao
tan; after a tharp fkirmith the Clan-Chae--
tan were.chafed, and above fifty of them
flain. Then Huntlie fent Macronald a-
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gainft the Grants, whom Macronald ifi-
vaded in Strathfpey, killed eighteen of
them, and wafted all Ballendallegh his
lands. The yeat of God 1591, the 27th
of ‘December, the firft raid of the Abbay
‘was interprifed by the earl of Bothwell;
but failing of his purpofe, he was forced to
flie away, and fo efcaped. The duke of
. Lennox and the earl of Huntlie were fent
into the weft. with a commiffion againft
Bothwell and fuch as did harbour him;
but Bothwell efcaped before their coming.
Then took the earl of Murray his fatal
and laft journey from Tarnoway fouth to
Dunibriflill, where he did harbour and re-
cept the earl of ‘Bothwell. Huntlie being
now at court, which then fojourned at E-
" dinburgh, he urges Chancellor Maitland
for his commiffion againft the earl of Mur-
ray; and, having obtained the fame, he
takes journey ‘with forty gentlemen from
Edinburgh to-the Queensferry, and from
thence. to Dunibriffill, where he invades
the earl of Murray. Huntlie, before his
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apptoach to the houfe, fent captain John
Gordon (brother to William Gordon laird
of Geight) to defire the earl of Murray to
give over the houfe and to render himfelf;
which was not only refufed, but alfo cap-
tain John Gordon was deadly hurt by a
piece, by one of the earl of Murray his
fervants, at his very firft approach to the
gates: whereupon they fet fire in the
houfe, and fot¢e the entry, Huntlie com-
maridéd the earl of Maurray to be taken a-
live; but the laird of Cluny, whofe bro-
thcr was {lain at Tarnoway, and the laird
of Geight, who had his brother lying
deadly wounded before his eyes, overtak-
ing Murray, as he was efcaped out of the
houfe, killed him among the rocks upon
the fea-fide. There was alfo the theriff of
Murray flain by Innes of Innermarkie,
which happened the 7th day of February
1591. Prefently hereupon Huntlie re-
turned into the north, and left caprain
John Gordon at Innerkeithing, untill he
were recovered of his wound, where he

E
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was taken by the earl of Murray’s friends

and executed at Edinburgh, being fcarce

able to live one day longer for his wound

received at Dunibriffil.  Sir- Johp Camp-

bell of Calder, knight, who was the work.

er and caufe of thir troubles, and of the

miferies that enfyed thereupon, was after-

ward pitifully flain by hls awn firname in
Argyle.

The earl of Huntlie was charged by
the lord St. Colme (the late flain earl of
Murray his brother) to underly the cen-
" fure of the law for the flayghter at Dauni-
brifil. Huntlie compeared at Edinburgh
at the day appointed, being ready to abide
the trial of an affiz¢; and unto fuch time
as his peers were aflembled to that effe&,
he did offer to remain in ward in any place
the King would appoint him: whereup-
on he was warded in the Blacknefs the
1 2th day of March 1591, and was relea-
fed the 2oth day of the fame mpnth, upon
fecurity and caution given by him that he
fhould enter again upon fix days warning,
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whenfoever he fhould be charged ta that

effedt. T
After the earl of Murray his flaughter
“at Dunibtiffil, the Clan-Chattan (who, of
all that fa&tion, moft eagerly endeavoured -
to revenge his death) did affemble their
forces under the condu& of Angus Mac-
donald-Williamfon; and came to Strath-
diffe and Glenmuck, where they fpoiled
and invaded the earl of Huntlie’s lands,
and killed four gentlemen of the firname
of Gordon, among whom was the old ba-
ron of Breaghley, whofe death and man-
ner thereof was much lamented, being very
aged, and much given to hofpitality. He
was flain by them in his own houfe, af-
ter he had made them good chear and wel-
come, never fufpe&ting them, or expedting
any fuch reward for his kindly entertain..
ment, which happened the 1ft day of No-
vember 1592, In revenge whereof, the
ear] of Huntlie, having gotten a commiffi-
on againft them, affembled his power and
raid into Pettic (which was then in the
E 2
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pofleflion of the Clan-Chattan) where he
wafted and fpoiled all the Clan-Chattan’s
lands, and killed divers of them; but as
the earl of Huntlie had returned home
from Pettie, he was advertifed that Willi-
am Macintoth with 8oo of Clan-Chattan
were fpoiling his lands of Cabereghe;
‘whereupon Huntlie and his uncle Sir Pa-
trick Gordon of Achindowsne, with fome
few horfemen, made fpeed towards the e-
‘nemy, defiring the reft of his company to
follow him with ‘all- poffible diligence,
knowing that if once he were within fight
of them, they would defift from fpoiling
the country. Huntlie overtook the Clan-
Chattan before they left the bounds of Ca-
bereghe, upon the head of a hill called
Steplegate ; where, without ftaying for
~ the reft of his men, he invaded them with
thefe few he then had; after a fharp con
fli& he overthrew them, chafed them, kil-
led 60 of their ableft men, and hurt Wil
liam Macintofh with divers others of his
company. ' ’
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Bhortly afterward, the earl of Huntlie
conveened his forces, and went the fecond
time into Pettie, caufing Alexander Gor-
don of Abergeldie, Huntlie’s baillie in Ba-
denoch for the time, bring down his High-
landmen of Lochaber,Badenoch and Strath-
downe; to meet him at Invernefs; defiring
him alfo, in his journey towards Invernefs,
to dire& fome men of Macrenalds into
Strathfpey and Badenoch, 'to fpoil and
wafte the laird of Grant and Macintofh’s
lands; which was done, and afterward A-
bergeldie and Macrenald with the High-
landmen, met Huntlie at Invernefs, from
whence (joining altogether) they invade
Pettie, where they wafted, burnt, and
fpoiled all the rebels lands and poffeffions,
killed a number of them, and then returne
ed home inta their countries.

Whilft the north of Scotland was thus
in a combuftion, the Spanith Blanks were
difcovered, and Mr. George Car, do&or
of the laws, was apprehended in the ifle
of Cumray, and brought back to Edin.

E3
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burgh, 1592. Afterward, the year of
‘God 1594, the Popifh earls, Angus, Hun-
tlie, and Erroll, were, at the earneft fuit
of the Queen of England’s ambaffador,
forfeited at a parliament held at Edinburgh
the penult of May 1594. Then was
the King moved to make the earl of Ar-
gyle his Majefty’s lieutenant in the north
.of Scotland, to invade the earls of Huntlie
and Erroll. Argyle being glad of this em-
ployment (having received money from
the Queen of England for this purpofe)
makes great preparation for the journey,
“and addreffes himfelf quickly forward ;
thinking, thereby, to have a good occafion
to revenge his brother-in law the earl of
Murray’s death: fo, on he went, with full
affurance of a certain victory, accompanied
with the earl of Tullibairne, Sir Lauch-
lan Maclean and divers iflanders, Macin-
toth, Grant, and Clan-Gregor, Macneill-
Warray, with all their friends and depen-
ders, together with the whole firname of
Campbell, with fundry others, whom ei-
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ther greedinefs of prey; br malice againft

tHe Gordons, Had thruft on forward in

that cxpedmon, in all above 10,000 men,
Ahd; coming through all the mountainous

countties of that part of Scotland, they ar-

rived at Rived of Badenoch the 27th of

Séptember, the year 1594, which houfe

they befieged, becaufe it appertained to
Huntlie: but it was fo well defended by

éHe Clan-Phetfone (Huntlie’s fervants)

that Argyle was forced to give over the
'ﬁege, and to addrefs himfelf towards the

Lowlands; where the lard Forbes with his

kin, the Frafers, the Dunbars, the Clan-

‘Chetizte, the Irvines, the Ogilbies, the

Leﬂlcs, the Monroes, and divers othet fir-

names of thé north, fhould have met him

as the King his lieutenant, and fo joit with

his forces agamﬂt Huntlie.

Atgyle came thus forward to Drummin'
iri Strathidown, and encimped hatd there-
by, the #d of O&ober. ‘Huntlie and Et-
foll hearing of this great preparation made
againft them, they laiked neither courage

. E 4
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nor refolution; they affemble all fuch as
would follow them and their fortune in
this extremity. Erroll came unto the earl
- of Huntlie to Strathbogie with 100 or
120 of refolute gentlemen; and fo having
there joined with Huntlie’s forces, they
march forward from thence to Carnebor-
Tow, and then to Auchmdownc, with 1500
horfemen, the 3d of O&ober ; parting
from Auchindown, Huntlie fent captain
Thomas Car and fome of the family of
Tlllxhoudle, Gordon, to {py the fields and
 view the enemy. Thefe gentlemen meet-
ing, by chance, with Argyle his fpies, they
kill them all except one, whom they faved
and examined, and by him underftood that
Argyle was at hand. This accident much
encouraged the earl of -Huntlie’s men,
taking this as a prefage of an enfuing vic-
tory; whereupon Huntlie and Erroll do
refolve to fight with Argyle before he
fhould join with the lord Forbes and the
reft of his forces: fo they march towards
the enemy, who, by this nmc, was at
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Glcnhvat in the mountains of ‘Strath-
awep. .

The earl of Argyle undcrﬁandmg that
Huntlie was at hand, who (as he believed)
durft not fhew. his countenance againft
fuch an army, he was fomewhat aftonifh-
ed, and would gladly have delayed the
battle untill he had met with the lord For-
bes; but perceiving them todraw near,
and trufting to his great number, he be:
gan to order his battle, and to encourage
his people with the hope of prey, and the
enemy’s fmall forces to refift them. Hg
gave the commandment and leading of his
vanguard to Sir Lauchlan Maclean and to
Auchinbreck, which did confift of 4000
men, whereof 2000 men were hagbutters.
Argyle himfelf and Tullibairne followed
with all the reft of the army. The earl of
Erroll and Sir Patrick Gordon of Auchin-
downe, accompanied with the laird of
Geight, Bonietoun Wood and captain Car,
led the earl of Huntlie’s vanguard, which
confifted of 300 gentlemen; Huntlie fol-
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lowed théin with the reft of his company,
having the laird of Cluny Gordon upon
his right Hand, and Abergeldie upon the
left-hatid: and as he begdn to march for-
wifd, he encouraged his men, fhewitig ’
theéri that there was no remedy, but either
to obtain the vitory, or to die with their
wedpons in their hands, in defénce of
whatfoever they held dearett in this world.
Argyle his army being all footmen, and
#ffiiled; had the advantage of the ground;
for they were arrayed in battle upon the
top of a fteep, rough, and ‘craggy moun-
tain, at the defeent whereof the ground
was foggy, mofly, and full of peit-pots,
éxeéeding dangerous for horfe. Huntlie
kis forces confifted all in horfemen, and
wete conftrained to ride firft through the
offy ground at the foot of the’hill, and
theh to ride up againft that heathy rough
iountain, fo purfue the enemy, who did,
there, attend them.  Before that Erroll
and Auchindowne gave the firft charge,
Huntlie ¢aufed captain Andrew Gray (now
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colonel of -the Englith and Scottith in Bo-
hemia) thoot three field-pieces of ordnance
at the enemy, which bred a confufed tus
mult among them, by the flaughter of
Macneill-warray, an iflander, and one of
the moft valiant men of that party. Hunt-
“lie his vanguard, feeing the enemy difor-
dered, prefently gave the ¢harge; the earl
of Erroll with the moft part of the van«
guard turned their fides towards the ene-
my, and fo went a little about, dire&ly to-
wards Argyle, leaving Maclean and the
-vanguard upon their left hand, being for-
ced thereto by the fteepnefs of the hill,
and the thick fhot of the enemy; but Au-
chindowne, with the reft of his company,
did gallop up againft the hill towards Mac-
lean ; fo that Auchindowne himfelf was
the firft man that invaded the enemy, and
the firft that was flain by them, having loft
himfelf by his too much forwardnefs. The
fight was cruel and furious for a while,
Auchindowne his fervants and followers,
perceiving their mafter fall, raged among



76 CONFLICTS.

their enemies, as if they had refolved to-
revenge- his death, and to accompany him
- in dying. - Maclean again playing the part
of a good commander, compaffed Huntlie
his vanguard, and inclofed them betwixt
him and Argyle; having engaged them-
felves fo far that now there was no hope
of retreat; fo that they were in danger to be
all cut in pieces, if Huntlie had not come
fpeedily to their fupport, where he was in
great danger of his life, his horfe being
flain under him; but being prefently hor-
fed again by Invermarkie, he ruthed in a-
mong the enemies. Thus the battle was
-again renewed with great fury, and conti-
nued two hours, In end, Argyle with his
main battle began to decline, and.tHen to
flie a-pace, leaving Maclean ftill fighting
in the field; who feeing himfelf thus de-
ftitute of fuccours, and his men either fled -
or flain, he retired in good order with the
fmall company he had about him, and fa-
ved himfelf by flight; having behaved
himfelf in the bagtle, not only like a good
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commander, but alfo like a valiant foldier.
Huntlie and his horfemen followed the
chace beyond the brook of Aldchonlihan,
killing the enemies till the fteepnefs of the
- mext mhountains did ftay them, being inac-
cefliblé for horfemen. Argyle his enfign was
found in the place of battle, and brought
back with them to Strathbogie. The earl
of Argyle loft in this battle his two coufins,
Archibald Campbell of Lochinell, and his
brother James Camipbell,. with divers of
Auchinbreck his friends, Macneill-warray,
and 700 common foldiers. Neither was
the viCtory very pleafing to the earl of
Huntlie, for befides that -the earl of Et-
roll, the laird of Geight, and the ioft part
of all his company were hurt and wound-
ed, Sir Patrick Gordon of Auchindowne, -

his uncle; a wife, valiant, and refolate
~ knight, with 14 others, were there flain.
~ All their hurt men were carried that night
to Auchindowne,where moft part of them
ftaid wntill they were recovered. This
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bagtle was foughten on Thurfday the 3d
day of O&taber 1594.

The lord Forbes, the lajrds of Buquhan
and Drum aflembled all their friends and
followers, with intention to join with Ar-
gyle; but hearing of his everthrow, -they
conclude to join with the Dunbars,and the
reft of the forces coming from the provin-
ces of Murray and Rofs, and fo to invade
the Gordoas when they came fram the
battle, thinking it now an eafy matter to
oxerthrow them, and to revenge old quar-
rels. To this effe& the whole firname of
Forbes, with meft part of the Leflies and
the Irvines, met at Druminour (the lord
Forbes his dwelling) and {o went on, think-
ing to overtake Argyle, and to caufe him
return and’ rengw the battle againft the
Geordons and their partakers; but as they
marched forward, a gentleman called Ie-
vine was killed with the fhot of a piftol, in
the dark of the night, hard by the lord
Forbes, the author of which fhot was nes
ver yet known unto this day; for prefent-
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ly all their piftols were fearched and
found to be full. This unexpedted accir
dent bred fuch a confufion and amazemeant
in the minds of the Forbefes and their fol
lowers; being now all afraid of one anoy
ther, that they diffolved their companies
and returned home. The reft of the clans
in the north, fuch as the Duynbars, thg
Frafers, the Monrpes, and the Clans
Chenzie, bging conveened at Farbes in
Murray, were ftaid by the policy of Dun- °

“bar of Munefle, who then was tutor to |
the fheriff of Mugray, and favoured the
earl of Huntlie, Sir Patrick Gordon of
Auchindowne having magried his mother,

Whilft the earl of Argyle was thus em-
ployed againft Huntlie, the King came tq
Dundee, where he expe@ed the iflue of
that battle; which when, hehad heard, his
Majefty took journcy north toward Strath.
bogie. In this voyage his. Majefty, by the
inftigation of Huntlje and Erroll’s greate
¢ft enemies, permitted, (thongh unwillipg:
ly) divers houfes to be thrown down, fuch
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as the houfe of Strathbognc, which apper-
tained to Huatlie, the houfe of Slains, in
Buchan, appertaining to the earl of Eroll,
the houfe of Culfamond, in Garioch, ap.
pertaining to the laird of Newtoun Gor-
don, the houfe of Bagayes, in Angus, ap-
pertainitg to Sir Walter Lindfey, and the
houfe of Craig, in Angus, appcrtammg to
Sir John Ogilvie, fon to the lord Ogllne.
- In this mean time that the King was at
Strathbogie, the earl of Huntlie, with di-
vers of his friends, went into Suthcrland ‘
and Cattcynefs and when his Majefty re: |
tirned into Edinburgh, Huntlie left the
kingdom, and travelled though Germany,
France, and Flanders; having ffaid abroad
_bne year and five months, he was recalled
again by the King; and, at his réturn, both
he, Angus, and Erroll were again reftored
to their former honours and dignities, at
4 parliament held in Edinburgh, in No-
‘vember 1597 ; and further, his Majefty
honoured the éarl of Huntlie with the ho-
nour -of Marquis, the year 1599. All
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qiarrels betwixt him and the earls of Ar-
gyle and Murray were taken away, by the

‘tarriage of Argyle his eldeft danghter to

George lord : ‘Gordon, Huntlie his- eldeft
fon, and by the marriage of Jady Anne
Gordpn, Huntlie’s daughter, to James earl
of Murray, fon to him that was flain. a¢
Dumbnﬁill
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The Troubles betwist the Forbefes and the
Gordons in tbe)ean r571and 1§72

THE two families of Gordon and Forbes
were of great power and authority in their
country, both of them valiant, wife, and
wealthy ; both harbouring deadly feud,
long rooted between them. The Gordons
then lived with great concord and unity a-
mong themfelves; and, by attollerance of
. their Kings, had, for many years, govern-
ed the people adjoining unto them, where-
by they became wealthy and of great
- power, and purchafed ftrength among
themfelves, together with the attendance
and following of other men towards them.
When, on the contrary, the Forbefes were
at wars one with another, daily ‘impaired
their own ftrengths, with their own flaugh-
ters, and, in end, wrought their own harm.
by prefling to ftrive againft the Gordons.
Thefe two furnames did live together at
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this timte, rather ifi feeret emalation than
open envy; becaufe they had (in Way of
* teconciliation) by marriage ittermingled
their families together; but their hid
and long rooted rancour did now burft
forth, not only by following contrary fac-
‘tions during thefe civil wars betwixt the
King’s party-and the Queen’s, but chief-
ly becaufe that John matter of Forbes (el-
deft fon to the lord Forbes) had repudi-
tte and put away his wife, Margaret Gor-
don, daughter to George earl of Hun-
tlie, -which. he did by the ‘inftigation of
his: uncle Black Arthur Forbes, who
mortally hated the Gordons. This Ar-
thur was a man of great courage, ambiti-
ous, and ready to undertake any thing
whatfoever for the advancement and re-
conciliation of his family. The Forbefes,
from the firft time of thir civil difcords
in Scotland, did follow the King’s party

the Gordons did- always remain conftant-

ly faithful to the Queen; even unto'thé
end. '
F 2 "
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. The:Forbefes, by, perfuafion of Black
‘Arthur Forbes, had appointed both day
and place of meeting; where they.fhould
aflemble together, ngt only for their own
Igené.:;ral, reconciliation among themfelves,
but alfo to interprife fomething againft the
Gordons and the reft of the Queen’s fa-
vourers i thefe parts; whereof Adang
Gordon of Auchindowne having fecret in-
telligence. (his brother the earl of Huntlie
being then at Ediaburgh.) he aflembled a
certaim-number of his kindred and follow-
ers to crofs the proceedings ‘of the For-
befes, who were all conveened at Tillian-
gus above Druminour, in the beginning of
the year of God 157 2. The Forbefes per-
ceiving the Gordons coming up towards
them, ,againft the hill where they then
were, they did intrench themfelves within
their camp, which they had ftrongly for-
tified, dividing their army in two feveral
* companies, whereof Black Arthur Forbes
commanded that which lay next unto the
Gordons. Adam Gordon (far inferior in
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number to his enemies) prefently, without
any ftay; fiercely invaded the firft company,

“his brother, Mr. Robert Gordon, fet up-
on-the other: fo, bfeaking their trenches,
they ran defperately upon the fpears of
their enemies. Afterafharp and cruel con-
fli&, couragioufly foughten a long time
on either fide, Black Archur Forbes, with
-divers others, gentlemen of his firname
‘and family, were {lain ; the reft were all
overthrown, put to flight, and chafed even
to the gates of Druminour, the lord For-
bes his chief dwelling place; few of the
Gordons were killed, but only John Gor-
don of Buckie, father to John Gordon of
Buckie now living.

The Forbefes attempted nothing after-
ward in revenge of this overthrow, _unti]l
the time that John mafter of Forbes (Black
Arthur his nephew and chief of that fa-
mily) hardly efcaping from his enemies,
haftened to court, where the earl of Mar,
then regent, had his refidence, hoping by
him to be relieved. The regent gave him

F3
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five companies of footmen and fome horfe-
men, wjth letters to fuch of the adjoxnmg
 nobility as favoured and followed that par-
ty, defiring them to aflociate and join them-
felves unto the Forbefes. Thefe then being
confederate and aflembled together with
- certain other families of their affinity and
- neighbours, fo advanced the fpirit of this
John mafter of Forbes,that he now thought
himfelf. fufficiently’ furnifhed againft the
forces of his adverfaries, and fo prefently
went to Aberdeen, to expel Adam Gordon
- from thence, the year of God 157.2, who
knowing the preparation of the Forbefes, |
and underftanding the approach of the e- |
nemies fo near at hand, aflembled fuch of
his friends and followers as he could foon-
" eft find at that time, and led them out of
the -town. He fent a company of mu-
‘{keteers, under the .condu& of captain |
Thomas Care, to a convenient place where
the Forbefes muft of neceflity pafs, these
- to lye in ambuth, and not to ftir till ‘the
battle did join; then he fent certain of
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the Sutherland bowmen (who had retired
themfelves out of their country during the
earl of Sutherland’s minority).and defired:
them to draw a great compafs about, and
fo,to fet upon the back of the Forbefes foot- -
men and mufketeers; he himfelf, and his
brother Mr. Robert Gordon, with the refi-
due of his company, ftayed the coming of
the Forbefes at a place called Craibftane,
not far from the ports of the new town of
.Aberdeen. The Forbefes, being in fight of
- Aberdeen, began to confult among them-
felves what was beft to be done; fome
were of opinion that the fitteft and fafeft .
courfe was to go to Old Aberdeen, and
there feat themfelves, and from thence to
moleft the New Town, and compel Adam
Gordon to depart from New Aberdeen,
by the aid and affiftance of thefe experien-
ced footmen which were fent from the re-
gent: but the mafter of Forbes and hig
kinfmen would not hearken thereto, defir-
ing prefent barttle, which was then conclu-
ded; dnd fo the Forbefes advanced with
F 4 |
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great courage againft the Gordons, who
reccived them with the like refolution. At
the very firft rencounter; Auchindowne
his mufketeers, who lay in-ambuth, killed
a number of the Forbefes; then bath the
armies joined with great violence. After
a cruel confli®, with incredible obftinacy
“on either fide, the laird of Pitfligo (Farbes)
his two brethren, with divers othier gen-
tlemen of the furname of Forbes, were
there: {lain ; captain Chitholme with. the
footmen (fent by the regent to their fup-
port) were put to flight by the Sutherland
bowmen, who purfued them eagerly with
great flaughter. Among the reft capt. Chif-
holme was flain, with three other captains,
which the reft of the Forbefes perceiving,
they fled apace; many of the principals were
taken, with their chief and general John
- mafter of Forbes, whofe father was then
very aged, lying fick at Druminour,.ex-
peéting the forrowful news of this over-
throw. Adam Gordon ufed this viory
very moderately, and fuffered no man to be
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killed after the fury of the fight was paft.
When all was ended he returned to the’
church of Aberdeen, and there gave thanks
unto God for his happy fuccefs. Alexan-
der Forbes of Strath-gar-neck, (author of
all thir troubles betwixt thefe two. fami.
lies, - and the chief ftirrer up of Archar
“Forbes againft the Gordons) was taken at
this battle, and as they were gaing to be:
. head him, Auchindowne caufed ftay his
execution. He intertained the mafter of
Forbes, and the reft of the prifoners; with
great kindnefs and courtefy; he carried
the mafter of Forbes along with him to
Strathbogie; and in end, gave him and all
the reft leave to dcpart S
The next enfuing fummer after this
confli® at Craibitane, Adam Gordon of
Auchindowne, following his vi¢tory, en-
tered the Mearns, and befieged the houfe
of Glenbervie, putting all the regent’s par-
ty within that province into a great fear
and tumult. The earl of Craufurd, the
lords Gray, Ogilvie, and Glames, taking
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part with the regent againft the Queen,
affembled all the forces of Angus and
' Mearns to refift Auchindowne, and to ftop
his paflage at Breichin, where they en-
camped; but Adam Gordon, being adver-
tifed of their. proceedings, left the moft:
- part of his men at the fiege of Glenbervie,
‘ from whence he parted in the dead time of
the night, with the moft refolute men of
his company, to invade thefe lords; and
being come to Breichen, he killed the
watch with divers others, furprized the
town, fet upon the lords, chafed them, and
made himfelf mafter of the town and caftle
of Breichen. The next morning, the lords
underﬂ:andmg Auchindowne’s fmall forces
mn rcgard of theirs, they- aﬂ'embled their
men together, and came near uato Brei-
chen to fight againft him, who met them
with refolute courage; but as they were
ready to encounter, the lords, not able to
endure the firft charge of their enemies,
fled a-pace with all their companies. There
were ﬂain_gf them above 80; and divers

~
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of them were taken, amongft whom Wwas
the lord Glames, who was carried to Strath-
bogie, and being detained there a whlle,
he was fet at liberty with the reft. This
confli& was called the Bourd of Breichen.
Then returned Adam Gordon back again’
‘to the fiege of Glenbervie, and took it;
from thence he went to Montrofe, and
took that town. In his return from thence, -
he took the caftle of Dun, which appers
tained to the'regent’s ceufin, and fo march.
ed foreward into Angus. . The inhabitants
of Dundee hearing of his approach, and
defpairing of their own abilities to refift
him, they fent for help into Fife; but Auw-
chindowne, having done his pleafure in
Angus and Mearns, returned home jnto
the north, being contented for that time,
with what he had already done again{t his
enemies. By this good fuccefs of the Gor-
dons, the Queen’s favourers in all the parts
of the kingdom were highly encouraged at
that time.
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TbeBrtgeaf‘Dee

THE year Qf God 1 588 there were fome
fecret emulations and fa&ions at court;
the earl of Huntlie being in favour with
his Majefty, obtained the captainry of his
Majefty’s guards, which: the mafter of
Glames had before; for this caufe. the
mafter of Glames and his affociates, join-

“ing themfelves to the Englith ambaflador

_ then lying at Edinburgh, do furmife to the

7

King’s Majefty, that fome letters of the
catl of Huntlié’s, fent by him to the King
of Spain, were intercepted in England.
Huntlie was called to make his anfwer; he -
compears, and refufes thefe letters to have
been written or fent by him, but only devi-
fed by his enemies, thereby to put him in
difgracc with his mafter; yet he is warded
in the caftle of Edinburgh, in the latter
end of February, and being tried, he is re-
leafed the 7th day of March following;
whereupon the earls of Huntlie, Craufurd,
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and Erroll: addrefs themfelves unto the
north, and take journey towards St. Johnf-
‘toun, wheré:they were advertifed that the
earls of Athole and Morton and the maft
ter of Glimes had conveened forces to in:
trap them within St. Johaftoun. Huntlie,
Erroll, and Craufurd iffued forth of that
town, with fuch fmall companies as they
then had, and rencountered with the mafe
ter of Glames, whom they chaféd and ap-
prehended in Kirkhill, and carried him pri-
foner with them into the north. - :
Chancellor Maitland and the reft of the
mafter of Glames his faétion at court, hear-
ing of this accident, they inflame the King
with anger againft Huntlie and his affoci-
ates, and do perfuade his Majefty to take
a journey into the north. Huntlie, in this
mean time, affembles all his friends and
dependers, to the number of 10,000 men,
and came forward to the Brige of Dee,
with a refolution to fight againft his ene-
. mies, the z2oth of April the year 1589 ;
but being certainly informed that the King
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'was coming i perfon agairift hnm, tie dik
fblved his drmy, #nd fubmitted him{é}f w6
his Majefty, withal releafing the mafter of
Glaues from capuivity ;- whewupon ‘Huaps |
die: was committed to ward at Edinburgh,
then at Borthtick, -thereafter at Finne-
win ;- from whence he was fhostly after-
ward releafed by his Majefty. ‘The earl
of Erroll was alfo warded in. Edinbuirgh
caftle; where he was detained untill he
pays @ fum._of money, which was employ-
od to the ufe of Chancellor Maitland.

Jra}nuit in Rofs, the year of God 1597,

T HE year of God 1597 there happcned

an accident in Rofs, at a fair in Laggi-
vreid, which had almoft put Rofs and all
the neighbouring countries it'a combuftis
on. The quarrel did begin betwixt John
Macgillicatlum (brother to the laird of Ra-
‘fey) and: Alexander Bane; brother to Dun-
ean Bane:of Tulloch. The Monroes did

'
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sffiift Alexinder Bane, and the Clan-Chein.

zie took part with John Macgillicallom, . .

whio was there flain, with John Mac-Mar-

thow-Mac-William, and three others of
the Clan-Cheinzie. Alexander Bane efca-
ped, but there were killed on hisfide Johnr
Monro of Kulcraigie, with his brother
Hutcheon Monro, and John Moaro Ro-
beres-fon. Hereupon the .Clan-Cheinzie
and the Monroes begah to employ the aid
and affiftance of their friends from all
parts to invade one another ; but they were
in fome meafure reconciled by the medias .
tion of indifferent friends and neighbours.

The Death of Sir Lauchlan Maclean,
‘ the year 1598,

SIR. LAU CHLAN MACLEAN
bis ambition, together with his defire of
revenge, thruft him on to claim the inhe-
ritance of the whole ifle of Ila, being al-
. ways the pofleffion and ancient inberitance



RN

96 CONFLICTS.

of the Clan<Donald, all which Maclein
thought eafily now to compafs, Sir James
Macdonald (the juft inheritor thereof ) be-
ing young, and his father Angus Mae-
donald aged. Sir Lauchlan affembleth his
whole forces, and, in warlike manner, in-
vades Ila, to take poffeflion. thereof :by
* virtue of a new right which Ke had then
lately dbtained: which Sir James Macdo-
nald (Maclean his fifter’s fon) uvaderftand-
ing, he conveened his friends, and went
Likewife into the fame ifland (being his own
and his forebears pofleflion) to interrupt,
if it were poflible, the proceedings of his
~unkind uncle Maclean. Being both arri-
ved in_the ifland, fuch as did Jove them,
and défiréd peace, did mediate a long tinie
‘betwixt them, and took great pains in ef-
faying to agree them, Sir James (being
the.moré reafonable of the two) was cons
tent to -let his uncle have the half of the
ifland ddring his lifetime, although he had
no juft title thereto, providing. he would
- take it in the fame fathion as his predecef«

\
-
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_fors, the Clan-Lean, had it ever before his
time, to wit, holdgn of the Clan-Dona]d;
and moreover, -he offered to fubmit the
contraverf{y to the King’s Majefty’s arbi-
triment, thereby to efchew all debate with
his uncle. But Maclean, running headlong
to his own mifchief, much againft the opi
nion of his riends, who advifed him to the
contrary, did refufe all offers of peace, un-
lefs his nephew would then prefently re-
fign unto him the title and pofleffion of the
wholeifland. Whereupon they do both re-
folve.and prepare to fight, Sir James being’
far inferior in number of men, but fome of
thefe hehad with him were lately before
trained - in the- wars of Ireland. Thus
‘ there-enfued a cruel and fharp baule, at
the head of Loch-Groinart in Ila, couragi-
ouily foughten a long time on either fide.
Sir James, in the beginning, caufed his van-
guard make a compafs in fafhion of a re-
treat, thereby to get the fun at his back,
and the advantage of a hill which was hard
by. In end, Sir James having repulfed
, : G .
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the enemies vanguard, and farcing their
main batile, Maclean wap flain couragiaufe
ly fighting, together with 8o ef the moft
principal men . of his kin, and 200 com»
mon foldiers lying dead about him. His
fon Lauchlan Barrach Maclean (being fore
wounded ) was chafed wich the reft of his
men even to their boats and yeflels.  Sir
James Macdonald was dangeroufly wound
ed, whereof he hardly recovered after-
ward, for he was fhot ‘with an arrow
through the body, and was left the moft
part of the enfuing night for dead amongft
the flain bodies. There were flain of the
Clan-Donald about 30 in all, and above
6o wounded, which happened the year of
Gad 1598. And thus the war begun by
-Maclean, without reafon, the year of God
1585, ended now, this year, by his death.
Maclean had three refponfes fronr & witch
before he undertook this journey into Ila;
firt, defiring him' not to land there upon
Thurfday; the next was, forbidding him’
to drink of the water of a well befide Groi-
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nart; and thirdly, he told him that one
called Maclean fhould be flain at Groinart,
The firft he tranfgrefled unwillingly, be-
ing driven into. that ifland by a tempeft on -
a Thurfday. The fecond he tranfgreffed
negligeritly, and drank of that water be- .
fore he knew the name of the place, and
fo he died at Groinart as was foretold him,
but doubtfully, and as commonly all fuch
refponfes be. Thefe broils and uproars
did fo move the King againft the Macdo-
fald, that his Majefty afterward finding
the inheritance both of Kintyre and Ha to
be at his own difpofition, he gave all thefe
lands to the earl of Argyle and the Camp-
bells; whereupon proceeded the troubles |
that arofe fince, betwixt the Campbells
and the Clan-donald in Kintyre and Ila, -
after his Majefty’s coming to the crown
of England, which I omit to relate; only
thus far, that Sir James Macdonald was;
by Argyle his means, warded in the caf-
tle of Edinburgh, and was keeped there
a long time; from whence he efcaped by

G 2
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the means and diligence of his coufin Mac-
renald, who fled with Sir James into Spain
and Flanders, wheie they were entertain-
ed by the Spanziard; from whence they
are now of late j( upon the earl of Argyle
bis flight thither to the King of Spain)
both ‘recalled home’ by. his- Majefty, the
year of God 1620, and are now in Eng-
land, at this time, withthe King, who hatk
given Sir James a yedrly penfion of 1000
merks  Sterling, and .a yearly penfion of
200 merks Sterling to Macrenald, together
- with a pardon for all their bygane offen
ces. . . Lo « :



CONFLICTS. 101

Troubles in the Weft Ifles betwixt the
Clan-Donald and the Seil-Tormot, the
- year 1601.

DONALD GORME MACDOMNALD
of the Slaitt had married Sir Rory Mac-
leod of the Herris his fifter, and for fome
difpleafure or jealoufy conceived againft
her, he did repudiate her; whereupon Sir
Rory Macleod fent meffage to Donald
Gorme, defiring him to take home his fitter,
Donald Gorme not only refufed to obey,
his requeft, but alfo intended divorcement
againft her; which when he had obtained,
he married Kenneth Mackenzie lord of
Kintail his fifter, Sir Rory Macleod took
this difgrace (as he thought it) fo highly,
that, affembling his countrymen and fol-
lowers , without delay, he invaded, with
fire and fword, a part of Donald Gorme
his lands in the ifle of Skie, which lands
Sir Rory did claim to appertain to himfelf.
Donald Gorme, impatient of this injury,
G 3
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conveened his forces, and went into the
- Herris, Whnch he wafted and fponled, cate
ried away their ftore and beftial, and kil-
led fome of the inhabitants. This again
did fo ftir up Sir Rory Macleod and his kin
the Sgil- Tormot, that they took a_jour-
ney into the ifle of Ouyft (which apper-
taineth to Donald Gorme) and landing.
there, Sir Rory fent his coufin Donald
Glafle Macleod, with fome 40 men, to
fpoil the ifland, and to take a prey of goods
out of the precin& of Kille-trynaid, where
* the people had put all their goods to_be
preferved as in a fan&uary, being a church,
John Macean-Macjames (a kinfman of Do-
nald Gorme’s) being defired by him to ftay
in the ifland, -accompanied with 20 others,
rencountered with Donald Glafle Mac-
leod. This fmall company of the Clan-
Donald behaved themfclves fo valiantly,
that, after a tharp {kirmjh, they killed Do-
nald Glafle Macleod With the moft part of
his company, and fo refcued the goods.
Sir Rory, feeing the bad fuccefs of his
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kmfmen, retired home for that time.
Thaus both the parties were bent head-
" long againft others with a fpirit full of re-
venge and fury, and fo continued mutually
infefting one another with {poils and cruel
flaughters, to the ytter ruin and defolation
of both their countries, untill the inhabi-
tants were forced to eat horfe, dogs, cats,
and other filthy beafts. In end, Donald
Gorme affembled his whole forces the year
of God 1601, to try the event of battle,
and came to invade Sir Rory his lands,
thinking thereby to draw his enemies to
fight. Sir Rory Macleod was then in Ar-
gyle, ¢raving aid and advice from the earl
of Argyle againft the Clan-Donald, A-
lexander Macleod (Sir Rory his brother)
refolves to fight with Donald Gorme,
though his brother was abfent: fo aflem-
bling all the inhabitants of his brothei’s
lands, with the whole race of the Seil-
Tormot, and fome of the Seil-Torquille,
out of the Lewes, he encamped befide a
hill called Bin-guillin in the ifle of Sky,
G 4
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with a refolution to fight againft Denald
Gorme' and the Clan-Donald the next
morning, which were no fooner come but.
there enfued a cruel and terrible fkirmifh,

which lafted the moft part of the day, both:
contending for the vittory with great ab-
ftinacy. The Clan:Donald, in end, over-
threw their enemies, hurt Alexander Mac-
leod and .teok him. prifoner, with Neill
Macalefter-Roy, and 30 others of the. .
chiefeft men among the Seil-Tormot, kil-
led two near kinfmen of Sir. Rory Mac-
leod’s, John Mactormot and Tormot Mac-:
tormot, with.many others. After this fkir-
mifh there followed a reconciliatian be-
twixt them, by the mediation of old Angus
Macdonald of Kintyre, the laird of Colle,
and others. Then Donald Gorme deliver-
ed unto Sir Rory Macleod all the prifo-
ners taken at Bin-guillin, together with
his brother Alexander Macleod. Since
which time they have contmued in peace
and quxctncfs /
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The troubles betwixt the-Lord Kintaile
and the Laird of Glengarrie.

T HE year of God 1602, the lord Kin-
taile and his kin, the Clan-Cheinzie, fell:
at variance with the laird of Glengarrie’
(one of the:Clan-Donald’) -who being un--
expert and unikilful in the laws of the re-
alm, the Clan-Cheinzie intrapped and in-
fnared him within the compafs thereof, and
charged him, with a number of his men
and followers, to compear before the juf-
tice at Edinburgh, they baving, in the-
mean time, flain two of his kinfmen. Glen-
garrie, not knowing or negle&ing the char-.
ges, came not to Edinburgh at the prefix-:
ed day, but went about, at his own hand,
to revenge the flaughter of his kinfmen.
Thereupon the lord of Kintaile, by his cre-
dit in council, doth purchafe a commiffion
againft Glengarrie and his countrymen;
which being obtained, Kintaile (with the
affiftance of the next adjoining neighbours,
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by virtue of his commiffion) went into Mo-
roll (which appertained to Glengarrie) and
wafted all that country; then, in his re-
turn from Moroll, he befieged the caftle
of Strome, which, in end, he took, by trea-
fon of the captain unto whom Glengarrie
had committed the cuftody theteof. After-
ward the Clan-Cheinzie did invade Glen-
garric his eldeft fon, whom they killed
with 40 of his followers, not without fome
flaughter of the Clan-Cheinzie likewife.
In end, after greatflaughter on either fide,
they came to an agreement, wherein Glen-
garrie (for to obtain his peace) was glad
to acquit and renounce to the lord of Kin<
taile, the perpetual inheritance of the
Strome, with the lands adjacent.
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Some trotbles in , the I/Ie of Raf 1y, the year
of God 1611, -

IN the month of Auguft 1 611 there hap;_
pened an ‘accident in the ifle of Rafey, -
which is. among the Weft Ifles, where
Gillcolme laird of Rafey and Murthow
Mackenzie (fon'to the laird of Garlogh)
with {fome others, were flain, upon this oc-
cafion. The lands of Garlogh did fome-
time pertaitt to the lairds of Rafey, his pre-
deceffors, and when the furname of Clan-
Chenzie began firft to rife and flourith, one
of them did obtain the third‘part of Gar-
loch in wadfer; and thus once getting foot.
ing therein, thortly thereafter doth pur-
chafe a pretended right of the whole, which
the lawful inheritors did neglée®; where-
by, in procefs of time, the Clan-Chenzie
do challenge the whole, whereof this laird
of Garlogh his father obtains the poflefli-
on, excluding the laird of Rafey and his
kin, the Clan Vic-Gillcolme; whom Gar-
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logh and the Clan-Cheinzie did purfue
with fire and fword, and chafed them out
of Garlogh. In like manner, the Clan- Vic-
Gillcolme invaded the laird of Garlogh
and his country with fpoils'and flaughters.
In end, the laird of Garlogh: apprehended
Jobn MacaHen,and chafed John Holmogh,
~ two principal men of the race of Clan-Vie-
Gillcolme, and near coufins to the laird of
Rafey; at which. fkirmifh there was flaugh--
_ ter.on either fide; the year of ‘God 1610.
The laird of Garlogh not fully fatisfied
herewith, he fent his fon Murthow, ac-
companied with Alexander Bane (fon and:
heir to Alexander Bane of Tulloch) and
fome others, to:fearch and purfue John
Holmogh; andto this effe&t he did hire a
fhip (which then, by chance, happened to
ly upon that coaft) to tranfport his fon
Murthow, with his company, into the ifle
of Skie, where he underftood John Hol-
mogh to be at that time. But how foon
Murthow with his company were embark-
- ed, they turned their courfe another way, -
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and (whethet of fet purpofe, or conftrain-
«ed thereto by contrary winds, I know not)
arrived at the.ifle of Rafey, running head-
- long to.their own deftru&tion. The laird
of Rafey, perceiving the thip in the har-
bour, went aboard ‘to buy fome wines and
other commodities, accompanied with 12
men. How foon Murthow did fee them
‘coming, he, with all his company (leaft
they fhould be known or feen) went to
the lower roomis of the fhip; untill the o-
ther party had gone away. The laird of
Rafey entered the fhip, and having {fpoken
~ the marinells, he departed with a refolu-
tion to réturn quickly.. Murthow under-
- ftanding that they were gone, came out of
the lower rooms; and perceiving them
tome again, he refolved 1ot to conceal him-
felf any longer. The laird of Rafey defi-
red his brother Murthow Macgillcolme o
follow him unto the fhip, with more com-
pany, in another galley, that they might
carry to the fhore fome wine and other
provifion, which he had refolved to buy
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from the marinells; fo the laird of Rafey
teturning to the thip, and finding Garlogh
~ his fon there, beyond his expeQation, he
advifeth with his men, and thereupon re-
folveth to take him prifoner, in pledge of
his coulin Jobn Macallen, wham Garlogh
detained in captivity. Thcy began firft to
- quarrel, then to fight in the thip, which
continued all the day long:. in end, the
Jaird of Rafey was flain, and divers of his
men; fo was Murthow the fon of Gar-
logh and Alexander Bane killed, with their
haill company, thiee only excepted, who .
fought fo manfully, thac they killed ail
thofe that came into the thip'withithe laird
of Rafey, and hurt a2 number of thofe that
were with Murthow Macgillcolme in two
gﬁllcys hotly purfuing them; at laft, feel-
ing themfelves deadly hurt, and not able
- toendureany longer, they failed away with
a profperous wind, and died ihortly theré-
#fter,
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The troubles of the Lewes..

RORY MACLEOD of the Lewes
had three wives; he married firft Barbara
Stewart, daughter to thie Lord Meffen, by
whom he had Torquill Yre; who died,
before his father, without iffue; after Bar-
bara Stewart’s death, Rory married Mac-
kenzie’s ddugheer, who bore Torquill Con-
naldagh, whom Rory would not acknow-
ledge as his fon, but held him always ¢
baftard; and repudiating his mother, he
married Maclean his fifter, by whom he
had Torquill Dow and Tormot. Befides
thefe, Rory had three bafe fons, Neill
Macleod, Rory-Oig, and Murthow Mac-
leod. After the death of old Rory Mac-
leod, his fon Torquill Dow Macleod (ex-
cluding his brother Torquill Connaldagh -
as a baftard) doth rake pofleflion of the
Lewes, and is acknowledged by the inba-
bitants as the lawful inheritor of that
ifland. Torquill Connaldagh (by fome cal-
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led Torquill of. the Cogigh) perceivirig
himfelf thus put by the inheritance of the
Lewes, he hath recourfe to his mother’s
kindred the.Cldn-Cheinzie,” and defirés
their fupport to recover the fame.- The
1drd ‘Kintaile, Torquill Connaldagh, his
- Brother Murthow Macleod,and.the Brienre
of the Lewes met altogether in Rofs, to
advife by what means Torquill Connal-
dagh might obtain the pofleflion of the
~Lewes, which they were out of all hope
to effeftuate fo long-as Torquill Dow was
alive; whereupon the Brienre of the Lewes
undertook to flay his mafter Torquill Dow,
- .which he brings thus to-pafs; the Brienre,
being accomparnied with the moft part of
his tribe ( the Clan-vic-gill-voir) went in
his.galley to the ifle of Roney; and, by
~ the, way, he apprehended a Dutch fhip,
which he brought by force along with him
to the Lewes ; he invites his mafter Tor-
quill Dow unto a banquet in the thip; Tor-
quill Dow (fufpe&ing no deceit) went thi-
ther accompanied with feven of the beft of
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his friends, and fat down in the thip, expe&-
ing fome drink : inftead of wine, they bring
cords ; thus were they all apprehended and
bound by the Breinte and his kindred, who
brought them to the lord of Kintaile his
bounds, and thete beheaded them every
man, in July 1597. Neithet did this ads
vance Torquill Connaldagh to the poffefs
fion of the Lewes; for his brother Neill
Macleod oppofed himfelf, and purfued the
Breinre and his kin, in a part of the jfland
called Neife, which they had fortified;
where he killed divers of them, and made
thiem leave the ftrength. Thus did Neill
Macleod poflefs the ifland, to the behoof
of- his brother Tormot, and the children
of Torquill Dow, whom he did acknow-
ledge to be righteous heits of the ifland.
Torquill Connaldagh had now loft both
his fons, John and Neill, and had married
his daughter to Rory Mackenzie (the lord

- Kintaile his brother) giving her in mar-
riage the lands of Coigigh. Hereupon Kin-
taile began- to think and advife by what
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means he might purchafe to himfelf the
inheritance of that ifland, having now
Torquill Connaldagh and his brother Mur
thow Macleod altogether at his devotion;
and having Tormot Macleod in his cufto-
dy, whom he took from the fchools; fo
that he had none to oppofe unto his defigns
but Neill Macleod, whom he mjight eafily
overthrow: Kintaile deals earneftly with
Torquill Connaldagh, and; in end, per-
fuades him to refign.the right of the ifland
into his favours, and to deliver him all the
 bld rights and evidents of the Lewes.
In this mean time, the barons and gen-
" tlemen of Fife, hearing thefe troubles,
were intyled, by the perfuafion of fome
that had been there, and by the report of
the fertility of the ifland, to undertake a dif-
ficile and hard interprize. They conclude
" to fend a colony thither, and to civilize
(iif it were poflible) the mhabitants of the
ifland: To this effe®, they obtain, from
the King, a gift of the Lewes, the year of
" God 1599, or thereabouts, which was al- .
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lcdgcd to be then at his Majefty’s difpofi-
tion. Thcreupon the adventurers, being ,
joined together in Fife, they affemble a
company of foldiers, with artificers of all |
forts, and did tranfport them into the Lew-
es, where they ereted houfes and build-
ings, till, in end, they made a pretty little -
town, in a proper and convenient place fit
for the purpofe, and there they encamped
thgmfelves_ Neill Macleod and Murthow
(the fons of old Rery) withfteod the un-
dertakers; Murthow Macleod invaded the
haird of Balcolmy, whomi he apprehended
tagether with his fhip, and kifled all his
men: fo, havmg detained him fix months
in capnvuty in the Lewes, he releafed him |
upon his promife to pay him a ranfom.
Now Neill Macleod was grieved it
heart to fee his brother Murthow intet:
tain the Breinre and his tribe, being the
chief inftruments of their brother Tor-
quili Dow his flaughter; and thereupon
Neill apprehended his brother Murthow,
whichi, when the undertakers had heard;
H 2
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they fent meflage unto Neill, thewing,
that if he would deliver unto them his bro-
ther Murthow, they would agree with
himfelf, give him a portion of the'ifland,
and aflift him to revenge the flaughter of
his brother Torquill Dow. Whereunto
Neill hearkened, and delivered his brother:
Murthow to the undertakers; then went
Neill with them to Edinburgh, and had
his pardon from the King for all his bypaft
offences. Murthow Macleod was executed
at St. Andrews.

Thus was the earl of Kintaile in defpan'
to purchafe or obrain the Lewes; and
therefore he bends all his wits to crofs the
undertakers: he fetteth Tormot Macleod
at liberty, thinking that at his arrival i
the ifland, all the inhabitants would ftir in
his favours againft the underrakers ; which
they did indeed, as the natural inclination
is of all thefe iflanders and -Highlanders,
who, of all other people, are moft bent
and willing to hazard and adventure them-
felves, their lives, and all they have, for
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their lords and mafters. The King was in-
formed, by the undertakers, that the lord
of Kintaile was a crofler and hinderer of
their interprize; whereupon he was brought
into queftion, and committed to ward in
the caltle of Edinburgh, from whence he
was releafed, without the trial of an aflize,
by the lord chancellor his means. Neill
Macleod returning into the Lewes with
the undertakers, he fell at variance with -
them; whereupon he went about to invade
their camp, and they began, in like man-
_ner, to lay a fnare “for him. The laird of
Wormiftoun, chufing a very dark night,
fent forth a company to apprehend Neill ;.
who, .perceiving them coming, inv{aded
them, and chafed them, with flaughter, to
their camp: By this time came Tormot
Macleod into gheifland, at whofe arrxval the
inhabitants {peedily aflembled, and came to

him as to their lord and mafter. There-

upon Tormot, accompanied with his bro-
ther Neill, invaded the camp of the un-
dertakers, forced it, burnt the fort, kil-
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" led moft part- of their men, took their
commanders prifoners; and releafed them,
after eight months captivity. Thus, fora
while, Tormot Macleod commanded in
that ifland, untill the undertakers return-
ed again to the Lewes, being affifted by the
forces of all the neighbouring countries,
by virtue of the King’s commiffion, direc-
ted againft Torimot Macleod and his kin
the Seil-Torquill. How foon their forces
were landed in the ifland, Tormet Mac-

*, leod rendered himfelf to the undertakers,

upon their promife to carry him fafe to
London, and to obtain him a remiffion for
his bypaft crimes; but Neill Macleod ftood
‘out, and would not fubmit himfelf. Tor-
mot being come to-London, the King gives
him a pardon ; but withal he fent him home
into Scotland, to be keeped in ward at E-
dinburgh ; where he remained untill the
month of March 1615, that the King gave
him liberty to pafs into Holland, where he
ended his days. Tormot thus warded in E-
dinburgh, the adventurers did fettle them-
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. felves again, for a little while, in the Lewes;
where, at laft, the undertakers began tq
weary ; many of the adventurers and part-
ners drew .back from the interprize; {ome,
for lack of means, were not able; others
- died; others had greater occafions and bu-
ﬁucfs elfewhere to abftra& them; many of
them began to decline and decay in their
c{tates, and fo, being continually yexed
“ by Neill Macleod, they left the iftand, and
returned into Fife.

Thelord of Kintaile, perceiving all things
thus fall out to his mind, did now thew him-
felf openly in the matter; he paft a gift
of the ifland, in his own name, under his
Majefty’s great feal, by the lord chancel-
lor his means, by virtue of the old right
which Torquill Connaldagh had before re-

' figned in his favours: fome of the adven-
turers complained hereof to the King’s Ma- -
jefty, who was highly difpeafed with Kin-
taile, and made him to refign his right into
his Majefty’s hands ; which right being
now at hns Majefty’s difpofition, he gave

H 4
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the fame to three of the undertakers, to
wit, the lord Balmerinqch,Sir James Spence
of Wormiftoun, and Sir Gearge Hay : who,
now, having all'the right in their perfons,
affembled their forces together, with the
aid of moft part of all the neighbouring
countries; and fo, under the conduét of Sir
George Hay and Sir James Spence, they
invaded the Lewes again, not only to fet-
~tle a colony there, but alfo to fearch for
Neill Macleod.

The lord Kintaile (yet hunting after
the Lewes) did underhand affift Neill, and
~ publicly did aid the undertakers by virtue
of the King’s commiffion ; Kintaile fent a
fupply of victuals, in a fhip from Rofs, to
the adventurers; in the mean time he fend-
'eth quietly to Neill Macleod, defiring him
to take the thip by the way, that the un-.
dertakers, trufting to thofe vx&uals, and
being difappointed thereof, might be for-
ced to retire; and abandon the ifland ; which
fell out accordingly: for Sir James Spence
and Sir George Hay, failing to apprehend.
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Neill, and being fcarce of viGuals to fur-
nifh their army, they began to weary, and
fo difmiffed all the neighbouring forces.
Sir George Hay and Wormiftoun did then
retire into Fifé, leaving fome men in the -
ifland to defend and keep the fart untill
they did fend them a frefh fupply of men
and vi&tuals: whereupon Neill, being af-
fifted by his nephew Malcolm Macleod (the
fon of Rory-Oig) invaded the undertakers
camp, burnt the fame, apprehended all
thofe which were left behind in the ifland,
and fent them home fafely : fince which
‘time they never returned again into the
Lewes. Then did the lord Balmerinogh,
Sir George Hay, and Sir James Spence be-
gin to weary of the Lewes, and fold their
title of that ifland to the lord of Kintaile for
a fum of money: whereby, in end, after
great trouble and much blood, he obtain-
ed thatifland. And thus did this interprize
of the Fife undertakers come to no effe&,
after they had fpent much time, and moft
part of their means about it, '
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Kintaile was glad that he had now at
laft catched his long expe@ed prey; and
thereupon he went into the ifland, where
he was no fooner landed, but all the inha-
bitants ylelded unto him, except Neill Mac-
Jeod and fome few others. The inhabi-
tants yiclded the more w:llmgly to Kin-

taile, becaufe he was their neighbour, and
might fill vex them with continual incur-
fions if they did ftand out againft him ;
‘'which the undertakers were not able to do.
Neill Macleod was now forced to retire un-
to'a rock, within the fea, called Berriffay,

" which he kept for the fpace of three years:

_ during the time of his ftay in the fort of
' Berriﬂ'ay, there. arrived an Englith pirate
.in the Lewes, .who had a fhip furnithed
-with great wealth; this pirate (called Pe-

- ter Lowe) entered in friendthip and fami-

liarity with Neill, being both rebels: at
laft, Neill took him prifoner with all his
men, whom he fent, togcther with the
fhip, to the council of Scotland, thinking
thereby to get his own pardon, and his
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brother Tormor releafed out of prifon;
- but neither of them did he obtain: and all
the Englithmen, with their captain (Peter
Lowe) were hanged at Leith, the year of
God 1612. Neill Macleod being wearied
to remain in the fort of Berriflay, did a-
bandon the fame, and difperfing all his com-
'pany feveral ways, he retires into Heres,’
where he remained a certain while in fe-
cret: then he rendered himfelf>unto his
coufin Sir Rory Macleod, whom he intreat-
ed to carry him into England to his Ma.
jefty ; which Sir Rory undertook to do;

and coming to Glafgow, with a rcfolutlon
to embark there for England he was char-
gcd there, under the pain of treafon, tode:
liver Neill; whom he prefented before the
“council at Edinburgh, where he was exe-
cuted in April 1613. :After the death of
Neill, his nephew Malcolm Macleod (the
fon of Rory-Oig) efcaping from the tutor
of Kintaile, did aflociate himfelf to the
Clan-Donald, in Ila and Kintyre, during
their troubles againit the Campbells, the
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icars- of God 1614, 1615,and 1616

- at which time Malcolm made a journey

from Kintyre into the Lewes, and there
killed two gentlemen of the Clan-Cheinzie;
then he went into Spain, and there remain-
ed in Sir James Macdonald his company,
with whom he is now again returned into
England, the year of God 1 620. -

Some ‘troubles betwixt Sutherland and Cat-
te_ynq/.'f, the year of God 1612.

T HE year of God 1612 there happened
fome difcord and diffenfion betwixt Su-
therland and Catteynefs, which troubled,
a little, the peace of that part of the king-
dom. The occafion was this; one Arthur

“Smith (a falfe coiner) being, together with

bis fervant, apprehended for making and
ftriking of falfe money, were both fent to
Edinburgh, the year of God 1 599, where
his fervant was executed; but Arthur him-
felf efcaped, and retired into- Catteynefs,
and dwelt there with the earl of thatcon-
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trey. The report hereof coming to the
King’s ears, the year of God 1612, his
Majefty gave a fecret commiffion to his fer-
vant Sir Robert Gordon (the earl of Su-
therland his brother) for apprehending thig
~ Arthur Smith; but as Sir Robert was go-
ing about to perform the fame, he received
a commandment from his Majefty to ac-
company Sir Alexander Hay (then fecre<
tary of Scotland) in apprehending John
Leflie of New Leflie, and fome other.re-
bels in Gereagh; which Sir Robert obey+
ed, and committed the execution of the’
commiffion againft Arthur Smith, unto his
nephew Donald Magky of Farr, John
Gordon of Gofpeter younger (nephew to
George Gordon flain at Marle the year
. 1587).and to John Gordon, fon to John
Gordon of Backies. : Thefe three, parting
from Suzherland with 36 men, came to the
town of Thurfo in Catteynefs, where Ars
thur Smith then dwelt, and there appre-
- hended him; which when John Sinclair of
Skirkag (the earl of Catteynefs his ne+



126 CONFLICTS
phew) underftood, he affembled the inha-
bitants of the town, and oppofed himfelf
to the King’s commiffion. There enfed a
fharp fkirmith upon the ftreets of Thurfo,
where John Sinchir of Skirkag was flain,
and James Sinclair of Dun left there dead-
ly hurt, lying upon the ground; Arthur
. Smith was there likewife flain: divers of
the Sutherland men were burt; but they
perceiving Smith dead, they left Thurfo,
~ apd retired themfelves all home into thclt
~ 6wn country.
Thereupon both the parties compear-
- ¢d before the fecret council at Edin-
burgh; the earl of Catteynefs did purfue -
$ir Robert Gordon, Donald Macky, and
John Gordon, for the flaughter of his ne-
phew; thefe, again, did purfue the inha-
bitants of Catteynefs for refifting the King’s
¢ommiflioners. The fecret council (having
fpecial commandment from his Majefty to
that effe®) dealt carneftly with both the
parties ; and, in end, perfuaded them ta
fubmit thefe queftions and debates to the
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arbitriment of friends. A certain number
of the lords of council were chofen as
friends for either party; the Archbifhop
of St. Andrews and the earl of Dumferm-
line, Chancellor of Scotland, were appoint- -
ed overfmen by confent of ,both the par-
ties. Thefe friendly judges having heard
the bufinéfs reafoned in their prefence, and
finding that the examination thereof would

_prove tedious and intricate; they dire@ a
power to the marquis of Huntlie to deal
in the matter; defiring him to try, if, by
his means and mediation, thefe contentions
"might be fettled, happening betwixt pars
ties fo ftri@ly tied to him by blood and al: -
Fiance, the earl of Sutherland being his
coufin-german, and the earl of Catteynefs
having married his fiter. The marquis of
Huntlie did his beft, but could not prevail,
either party being {6 far from condefcend-
ing to others demands, and fo he remitted
the bufinefs back again to the fecret coun~
cil; which Sir Robert Gordon perceiving,
he moved the King’s Majefty for a pardon -
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to Donald Macky, John Gordon, and their
aflociates, for the flaughter of John Sin-
clait of Skirkag; which his' Majefty eafi-
ly granted, feeing it was committed in the
“execution of his Majefty’s fervice: yet,

neverthelefs, there ftill remained a grudge
in the minds of the parties, fearching by
all means and occafions to infeft one ano-
_ther, untill the year of God 1619, that
the earl of Catteynefs and Sir Robert Gor-
don (thety, by his brother’s death, tutor of
Suthcrland) were reconciled by the media-
tion of George lord Gordon, earl of Enzie;
by whofe travel and diligence, all particu-
lars betwixt the houfes of Suthetland and
Catteynefs were finally fettled: and then
went both of them familiarly to eithers
houfes; whole perfe& reconciliation will
doubtlefs tend to the peace and quiet of
thefe parts of the kingdom. -
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FOLLOWS THEREUPON,

The years of God t 592, !593; and 1594,

‘HE year of God 159 2 the miniftry

~and church of Scotland thought it
neceflar that all fuch as profeffed the Ro-
man religion in the kingdom, thould either
be compelled to embrace the reformed re-
ligion, or elfe that the cerfure of excom=
munication fhould be ufed againft them,
and their goods decerned to appertain to
the King fo long as they remained difobe-
dient. Mr. George Car, do&or of the laws;
was the firft that withftood, and was ex=
communicate; the next was*David Graham
of Fintrie. This Mr. George Cat, confi~
dering that hereby he could have no quiet
refidence within his native country, did de-

I
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liberate with himfelf to pafs beyond fea in-
to Spain; and therefore, that he might be
- the welcomer there, he devifed certain
blanks, as if they had been fubfcribed by
fome of the Scottith nobrllty, and dire&ted
from them to the King of Spain, to be fil-
led up at his pleafure: which proje¢t was
firft hatched by the Jefuits, and chiefly by
father Crightoun, who, for fome difcon- .
tentment had, few years before, left Scot-
land and fled into Spain: where he endea-
voured to infinuate himfelf into King Phi-
Iip his favour, and publifhed a book con<
¢erning the genealogy of his daughter, the
. Infant, married to the Archduke; where-
in he did his beft to prove, that the two
crowns of England and Scotland did ap-
pertain unto her: and, that this cunning
Jefuit mlght the rather move King Philip
-to make war.againft the King of Scotland,
he writeth books and pamphlets imr the dif-
grace of his own native prince. Then he
advifeth with himfelf that his next and rea-
dieft way was tofolicite fome of his friends
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fn Scotland, who were of, his faith; and to
this effe&, he writeth letters this year of
God 1 592 to this George Cat, and to fuch
of his own colleagues the Jefuits as were
_theii in. this kingdom, whereby he made
them underftand what great favour and
credit hie had with the King of Spain, who, .
by his perfuafions, was refolved both to in:
vade England, and to eftablith the Catho-
lick faith in Scotland: but, firlt, that King
Philip would be affured 'of the good will
of the Catholicks of Scotland; wherefore
he behooved to have certaini blanks fub-
fcrived by the Catholicks, and that he ~
fhould caufe them to be filled up after-
wards; which if he did obtain, he had pro-
mife of the King of Spain, to fend them
250,000 crowns to be diftributed among
them: Aftcr this advertifement of father
Crightoun’s,this George Car (by theadvice
of the Jefuits then refident in Scotland)
devifed thefe blanks, to the effe& that
George Car might tranfport them into -
Spam. Car addreffed himfelf to the town .
Ia2
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of Air to have taken thipping there, and
lying in the ifle of Cumray, attending a
fair wind, he was difcovered by the indif-
" cretion of father Abercrombie, and appre-
‘hended in the thip; from whence he was
carried back to Air, and from thence con-
voyed to Edinburgh; with him was found
a packet of letters, direfted (as it were)
from fome Scottith noblemen into Spain
and fome parts of France: therein were
found blanks alledged fubfcrived by the
earl of Angus, the earl of Huntley, the
carl of Erroll, and Sir Patrick Gordon of
Achindowne, uncle to the earl of Hunt-
ley. The blanks were thus, Imprimis, twe
mlﬁive bills direted to the King of Spain ;
the one fubfcrived de voftre Magjefté tres
humble et tres abegﬁmt Jerviteur, Frangois
Counte d’ Erroll ; another on this manner,
de voftre Majefté tres humble et tres obeif~
Jant ferviteur, Guilliame Counte d’ Angus;
item, another blank fubfcrived by them
all four, as it were by form of contra& or
ob.l‘i'gatilon conjun&ly thus, Gulielmus An«
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gufiae Comes, Georgius' Comes de Huntleys
Francifcus Erroliae Comes, Patricius Gor-
don de Achindowne Miles ; item, a blank
fubfcrived apart by Francifcus Erroliae
Comes ; item, one by Georgius Comes de
Huntley ; item, one by Gulielmus Angufiae
Comes. Hereupon the minifters fent fome
of the privy council to the King to Allo-
way (where his Majefty then lay) to adver-
tife him of thefe blanks. The King came
to Edinburgh, where all the matter wds
debated to him at length, partly by Mr.
Bowes Leiger, ambaflador for the Queen

of England in Scotland, and partly by Mr. -

Robert Bruce, principal minifter at Edin-

burgh, thewing that the realm of Scotland

was in apparent danger of Spaniards to be
brought in by the forenamed earls being
Papifts; and thereby, both his Majefty’s
crown was in danger, and the eftablifhed
religion in hazard to be altered. That
Mr. George Car had fufficiently delated

the whole circumftance of the bufinefs in

his confeffion, accufing the Popith lords as
13 ‘

~
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guilty of thefe blanks; and thus, taking
the matter already pro confeffo, they urge
the bufinefs vehemently, and do intreat his
‘Majefty to proceed againft them with all
celerity and rigour. ‘Then was David Gra-
ham of Fintrie apprehended, arraigned,
and executed at Edinburgh, in February
this year 1592, (or 159 3 f?i/0 novo) who,
thinking to fave himfelf thereby, did write
a long letter, fubfcrived with his own hand,
dire&ed to the King, wherein he made men-
tior that the Roman Catholicks of Scotland
had undertaken to receive fuch a number of
foldiers as the King of Spain and his coun-
cil thould appoint; and in cafe he would
beftow any money for levying of men
here, they thould willingly both convoy the
King’s army into England, and retain a
certain number in Scotland, for reforma-
. tion of religion, and to purchafe liberty of
confcience: that he himfelf had given coun-
fel thereuntodiverstimes,after that the mat-
* _ter was communicate to- him by the Jefu-
its, and becaufe he fore-knew this purpofe,

~
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and concealed the fame, he was in danger
~ of the law: for this caufe he defired not
to be tried by a jury, but offered himfelf
unto the King’s mercy and will, when he
was arraigned at the bar. The King (not-
thelefs of this his voluntary confeffion)
commanded to proceed againft him accord- \
ing to the law; which was done.

After this, the ng s. Majefty (believ-
ing certainly that thefe blanks, together
with the informations and intelligence of
father Crightoun concerning the Spanifh
King, were true indeed) addrefled himfelf
~ to the north of Scotland, for profecuting

of Huntley, Angus, and Erroll, and made
his Majefty’s refidence at Aberdeen. Them-
felves and their dependers were, by open
proclamation, at théir dwelling places, re-
quired to thow their obedience and appea-
rance before the King : but thcy having
underftood before the King’s coming, and
how his Majefty was incenfed and ftirred
up agaiaft them, they had all left their or-
dinary habitations void. The countefles of

T4
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Huntley and Erroll came to the King, ta
whom he granted their houfes and rents,
without making any account thereof to his
Majefty’s thefaurer for the fuppofed tranf-
greflion of their husbands.

* In this mean time, the Queen of Eng-
land fent an extraardinary ambaflador into
Scotland, whom the King received at Edin-
burgh, after his Majefty’s return from A-
berdeen. This ambaflador required, that
the peace and confederacy concluded and
confirmed at Leith, after the expulfing of
the French army from Scotland, fhould
now, de novo, be ratified by his Majefty in
his perfe& age; and further, that he thould,
without delay, punith the lords and gentle--
men fufpe& of treafon, and tried by their
own writs and meffages; that he fhould
grant them no favour, but extréme rigour;
for fear of the incanvenient that fhould
follow upon their wicked pretences, if they
were unpunifhed, when both time and occa-
fion permitted the fame. Still the Englith
" ambaflador and the Scottifh minifters urged
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the King to call the Catholick lords to a trial
of their peers; but the King procured to
the minifters thus'much for them, that, by
their favours, they might be brought to
be tried without warding ; and thereafter ta
-make fuch fatisfaction as fhould be thought
requifite ; that in cafe they were found
culpable, to be punithed as juftice fhould
require ; and, if it were atherwife, that
they fhould be abfolveds but the minifters
‘would not yield unto the King’s pleafure -
therein, nor permit that the Popifh lords
thould have any trial, till they. thould be
- firft warded- yntill the nobles fhould con-
veen to try them. The King refufed ta
‘ward them yntill they were found guiley ;
knowing, by this time, their innocence:
for George Car had refufed what he had
'before, through fear, confefled againft the
lords, touching the Spapith blanks. His
Ma’jeﬁy was earneft with the minifters that
no excommunication fthould pafs againft the
lords before their trial ; which® was refu-
fed: whereupon there was a convention of
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the eftates holden by his Majefty at Sk,
Johnftoun, the year of God 159 3,to0 curb .
the power of the presbyterial minifters,
There it was refolved (to fupprefs their li-
. berty) the eftate of bithops theuld be e-
refted and reftored. Within few days after,
the King went from St. Johnftoun to the
abbay of Halyrudhoufe; whither alfo came
fecretly the earls of Huntley, Angus, and
Erroll. The next day, the King riding at
Lawder to vifit chancellor Maitland ( who
was then fick) thefe three earls came to
his Majefty on the highway ;. and there
humbling themfelves, in few words de-
manded licence to-be tried, which his Ma-
jefty granted. But the King thereafter, in
refpeét that he had promifed both to- the
ambaflador of England and tothe minifters
at Edinburgh, that he fhould neither re-
eeive them, nor admit them to his prefence
and favour, till they were tried; he direc-
ted the mafter of Glammes and the lord
Lindores unto- the ambaflador-and the mi-
sifters, to certify them of their-coming te
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his Majefty on the highway, atfuch time
and place as he looked not for; and al-
though he had ufed but fome few words
unto them, yet he would proceed no fur-
ther, nor fhow them any other favour, bat
according to juftice and reafon. Then the
miniftry affembled themfelves, by ‘their
commiffioners, at Edinburgh, togethet with
certain barons and balzies of burghs (the
King being then at Jedburgh for fome af-
fairs of the commonWealth) They- con-

cluded, all in one voice, fome articles tobe
prcfcntly demanded of his Majefty ; which
I omit to relate, as fitting to be fuppreft.
Whereupon the affairs of the King and
of the church were dire&ly oppofite’ and
repugnant to another : the King . caufed
proclamations to be made, commanding all
his lieges and fubjeds to refet and receive
the earls of Angus, Huntley, and Erroli,
which-fhould not be imputed unto them as
a crime at any time thereafter; whereby
alfo licence was granted unto them to pafs
and repafs frecly in any parts of the coun-
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try publickly, as beft thould pleafe them:
The minifters, upen the contrary, offered
their proclamation in the churches, to
their parochiners, commanding the people
to abhor them, and to refufe their compa-
. nies in any kind of way, and exhorting all
men to be upon their defence, and to arm
themfelves for expelling of thefe earls and
their adherents : moreover the miniftry,
by their folicitation, had drawn a great
number of people into Edinburgh. Where-
upon his Majefty did call a convention of
the eftates, and caufed a proclamation to
be made, and publifhed in divers capital
towns of the realm, charging all and fun-
dry his Majefty’s fubjeéts, of what eftate,
quality, or degree foever, that none of:
them fhould refort or repair to the burgh
of Edinburgh, or place of his Majefty’s
refidence, upon whatfoever colour or pre-
tence, during the handling and ordering
of thefe matters in queftion, except fuch
perfons as were appointed and fpecially
written for, or that did crave and obtain-
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his Majefty’s licence for their coming. In
this commiffion, which was appointed at
Edinburgh for decifion of all controverfies,
there were nominate fix earls, fix lords, fix
barons, fix burgefles, and fix minifters, e-
le&ted and chofen by his Majefty and his

" ¢ouncil; and although the fix minifters
were well qualified men, and fuch as the
reft of the brethren could juftly find no

. fault withal ; yet, becaufe they were not

nominate by themfelves in general voices,
they were afraid to be prejudged in their
authority -and eftate; and therefore, not
only opponed againft them, but alfo fub-
orned them which were chofen by the King
and the council: therefore the King, with
advice of his council, commanded their
names to be blotted out, that no minidter
thereafter fhould be nominate in commiffis
on, but that they all, or fome certain num-
ber, by command of the reft, thould only
be fupplicants, if they had any thing to
erave, and no otherwife: and thus were -
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the minifters. themfelves the caufe that
their authority was diminithed. )

The commifioners did affemble at E-
dinburgh, as was appointed ; and after fome
few days difputation and reafoning, a-
mongft divers other things, they decerned
that the three Popifli earls and Achin-
downe fhould not from thence forth be ac-
cufed for the crihe they were fummoned
‘for, founded upon the blanks; but the
~ famé 1o remain abolithed and in oblivion,
and to be null thereafter: which was pro-
claimed, by edi&, at the market crofs of
Edinburgh.

The advertifement of this edi& being
fent from Edinburgh to the Queen of Eng-
fand by her ambaffador, fhe fent the lord
Seuthe into Scotland, willing the King
to temit his lenity towards the Catholick
lords, and deal plainly with rigorous juf-
tice, as the caufe and good reafon requi-
. -ted. The two ambafladors of England fol-
lowed the King from Edinburgh to Stir«
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ling ;-by whofe diligence and procurement
letters were dire&ted, charging the Roman
Catholick earls to enter their perfons in
prifon, under the pain of treafon. There
was alfo a parliament proclaimed, to be hols
den the 15th of April next enfuing. In the
mean time, great inftance was made by the
tninifters of Scotland and by the ambaffa.
dors of England, that the Roman Catholick
Iords fhould be fummoned to hear and fee -
the procefs of forfalture led againt them.
In end they do prevail ; and dire&ion was
given for the fame againft the parliament,
which was appointed to be in April 1594,
Not-thelefs of all this, the ambaffadors of
England, and the minifters of Scotland,
thinking that the King and his connfellors
were more negligent in profecuting of the
Popith lerds than was promifed or expect-
ed; it was fecretly devifed that the earl
of Bothwell, being an outlaw, thould in«
vade Scotland, by the affiftance of Eng-
land, upon two pretences; the firft was,
that, by the help of the minifters, he mighe

~
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banifh the Popith lords out of the réalm of
Scotland, and that the Queen of England
thould fupport him with. money ; which bes -
ing known and revealed, did fo incenfe the
~ King againft her ambaffador, that a fpecial
gentleman of the lord Southe’s was com-
‘mitted to prifon in the caftle of Edinburgh,
who confeffed, that, by the command of
the ambaflador, hé had fpoken with the
catl of Bothwell and with Mr. Jobn Col-
vill (Bothwell his chief counfellor:) The
fecond pretence was to revenge the earl of
Murray his death againft Huntley and his
. partakers;.and to fortify his purpofe, the
~ earls of Argyle and Athole fhould be rea-
dy in arms, attending Bothwell his coms
ing, to join with him againft Huntley.
The King, hearing of thefe two pre-
" tences, thought expedient, with advice of
his council, to make a'general proclama-
tion that no manner of perfons fhould con-
vocate his lieges in arms, for whatfoever
occafion, without his Majefty’s licence, un-
der the pain of death. Whercupon Bothis
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well came to Kelfo, and from thence to
Leith, the 2d of April 1594. The King
being advertifed of his coming, went to
fermon that morning in the High Church
of Edinburgh; and there, fermon being
ended, he made great inftance to the peo-
ple, that they would affift him to fupprefs
their common enemy Bothwell; and, to a-
nimate the miniftry and the people, he pro-
mifed, in their prefence, that he fhould ne-
ver lay down arms, till he either fuppreft
or banithed the Popith lords and their ad-
" herents: {o, the King led the people .out
of Edinburgh towards Leith ; and, betwixt
Leith-and Edinburgh, there was a compa-
ny fele&ed out of the army, which, under
the condu& of the lord Hume and Weimes
Colvill, fhould invade Bothwell ; who, per-
ceiving the King marching out of Edin-
burgh, with his army, towards Leith; atd
feeing that the earls of Argyle and Athole
had failed him, he retires from Leith, with
his company, and takes the way to Muffil-
burgh, and fo to return into England: but
L K )
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‘the lord Hume, with his train, overtakes
Bothwell befide Duddiftoun, where, after
a licle fkirmifh, the Lord Hume was over-
thrown, and all his people beaten and cha-
fed back again to Edinburgh. . Bothwell, -
perceiving that the King was fending more
forces againft him, retires towards the
fouth borders, and fo into England.

The earl of Bothwell being thus gone,
the King returns to Edinburgh, and fecing
no other means to fatisfy the minifters, and
all utterly to fupprefs Bothwell his rebel-
lion, he condefcends to the forfalture of
the Popith lords, being forced to yield to
prefent neceflity. A parliament was hold-
en at Edinhburgh the penult day of May
1594; all and whatfoever petitions then
craved by the minifters wereaflented to by
this parliament, where there were prefent
but only three earls and fix lords; by reafon
whereof things were violently carried by
the minifters. The criminal caufe of the
Popith lords being read and confidered by
-the few ;umbcr of nobles. there prefent,
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they would gladly have delayed the deter-
mination thereof untill a fuller conventi-
on of the nobility were affembled ; but the
minifters and commiffioners of burghs, be-
ing the greater number, prevailed; and
found their hand-writs by witnefles cog-
nofced; the reft was paft over, as proven
by prefumption ; the nobles fufpended
their voices, becaufe the Popith lords in-
tentions were not proven judicially; al-
ways they were forfalted and made pro-
fcript by plurality of fuch voices as were
there prefent, and their arms were riven
in the juftice place, in prefence of the par-
liament.

Thefe noblemen, being thus forfalted,
the King was alfo moved to make the earl
of Argyle his Majefty’s lieutenant-general |
in the north of Scotland, to invade the
earls of Huntley and Erroll; whereupon
followed the battle of Glenlivat in O&ober
1594 ; which happened as I have decla-
red already; and were afterward reftored
the year of God 1597.

F I NTS.
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